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The purpose of this thesis is to study King Rama V i's thoughts and
role for enhancing the dramatic and music education through an analysis of
the case of the Phranluang School under the royal patronage.

The findings of this study indicate that as King Rama VI perceived
the importance of dramatic and music education and desired to raise the
status of the artists to be honourable and dignified people, he had
established the Phranluang School which had been developed from the Thaharn
Krabi Luang School (the Royal Sword Soldier School), as one of the four
schools under the royal patronage. The adm inistration of these schools was
to be a model for other schools in the country. Such ideas were based on
those of the English public schools. The educational administration of the
Phranluang School emphasized the teaching of Khon drama, Thai music and
western music which were the arts displaying the state of being civilized
countries. The Phranluang students had to take general education courses at
the same time. In addition, the royal dramatic plays were used as tools for
teaching the students to he loyal to the nation, the religion and the king.
Such royal thoughts enabled the Phranluang School to become an institute
producing artists who became civil servants in the Royal Entertainment
Department and whose duty was to conserve and transmit Thai arts and
culture. Thus, it was the first institute which taught drama and music as
formal education according to the statute in Thailand. It was the first
institute which created the Khon art and western music for the nation. The
Phranluang students had the status and role of the students under the royal
patronage. They were the royal pages who were very close and loyal to the
King. They were the Phranluang scouts and the artists of the Royal
Entertainment Department. They had also shown full developments of their
mind, their ethical beliefs, their personality, and their physical ability.
The Phranluang alumni were recognized as being the artists who had created
abundant works of drama and music. The royal thoughts enabled the Khon
teachers or dextrous Khon artists to join hands in creating the performing
techniques, transmitting the patterns, preserving the identity of Khon drama
until the present time. After the reign of King Rama VI, these artists were
the teachers of Khon and music courses in the Dramatic Arts School, the
Fine Arts Department, known at present as the Dramatic Arts College. The
research findings especially indicate that the present Khon drama of the
Fine Arts Department is the art which has been directly transm itted from
the Phranluang School under the royal patronage.
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