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 The taxonomic study of dye plants for natural fiber in Thailand has been undertaken from June,
1996 to January 1998. Primary data of dye plants and their dyeing process were complied from literature as
well as interviews with weaving groups in each region of the country. Fifty one groups from 28 provinces
were sclected for study siies. One hundred and forty-two species, one specie and three varieties of dye plants
were recorded. They belong to 109 genera, 47 families. There are 137 species one subspecie and three
varieties of dicotyledons and 5 species of monccotyledons. Dye plants are of various habits, but most of
them are trees. In general, barks, leaves and fruits are used of which brown, yellow and red are the main
shade of colour obtained. From this study, the taxa of dye plants of highly used beiong to Caesalpiniaceae,
Mimosaceae and Fabaceae; they are consisting of 13 species in 8 genera, 11 species and one subspecies in 8
genera and 11 species in 7 genera respectively. Furthermore, it is also found that there are 67 species and
one subspecie of dye plants being used in the northeast which is highest in number among the regions.
Second to the northeast is the north from which 55 species one subspecie and one variety are recorded, and
13 species are used in all regions. In this present study, full descriptions of all species and basic uses,
distributions, ecology, flowering and fruiting period and photographs. The specimens collected either dried
or preserved in spirit are deposited at the Professor Kasin Suvatabhandhu Herbarium, Department of Botany,

Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University.
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