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This thesis aims at studying the history, the rolesand the style of
Ronggeng in the BoatCeremony of the Chao Le (Sea peéople) at Tukkae peer, Sire
Island, Puket Province, 1993-1995 »

Research Methodology was based upon observation of the actual Ronggeng
dances in the Boat Ceremony, from interviewing the only Ronggeng female teacher
, and from observation of various demonstrations of the sea people.

The research found that Ronggeng is a folk dance in the southern part
of Southern Thailand, which was developed from.;the Spanish and the Portugese
dances. The Chao Le in this research is the Uraklavoi group migrated from
Malaysia. They usually dance Ronggeng in their Boat Ceremonyto pa™ homage to
t@ﬁir anCﬁftors and to call for their relatives meeting on the 13 day of the
6 and 1T months of the Luner calendar. The Boat Ceremony comprised several
processions paying homage to ancestors, materials preparation, boat construe-:
tion and boat floating, There is a Ronggeng dance by female in every ::pro-:
cession as an integral part of the ceremony. Concurrently, Ronggeng was danced
by young males and females for marry making and for choosing marriage partners.

Pertaining to Ronggeng dance itself, important charactevistics were
found, This Chao Le Ronggeng dance was probably inspired by the movements of
various sea animals, [Its dance style, gleaned from the five major dances-Lagu
Dua, Spaitu, Moh Inans, Je Sulong and Ayam Dede. Showed that, the dance was
predominanted with front,side and cross steps;high and low arm positions;open
hand with its .fingers point upward, hand ratation and hand twisting;hip twist-"
ing; and learning the head towards the moving hand

"This traditional Ronggeng dance is changing from the dance from
ceremony to tourism. Its traditional dance gestures, costume and music are

rapirdly disappearing. The traditional Ronggeng dance of this Chao Le may soon
be lost.
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