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The thesis.on “The Dance of Chon% Ethnic Group” aims at studying the dance of
Chong Ethnic Group in Krating wIIage, Chanthaburi Province from 1998-2000_The study Is
based™on a string of empirical evidence—telated _ dies, textoooks on the Chong Etfinic
Group, interviews with Chong people in the Krating village, observations of the actaal
ceremonies and videos made ofthe demonstrations of thie ceremonies.

The study shows that the dance of the Chong Ethnic Group is normally prerformed

at three ceremonies Including a grand wedde len phée hing, and len phee rong. The qrand
wedding Is exclusive to the Wedting of the eldest daughter‘ofthe family and mcludes three
rites:. the buffalo fight, Malabar irofwood cutting, and fooster’s sm%mg uring which cances
will be incorporated, Durln% the first session Of the ceremony when the procession of the
traditional tray of %ms from the groom to the bride’s family arrives, a mock buffalo fight will
be performed. Inthe show, which takes about 15-20 minites, two men wearing fake homs
Imitate the movements of fighting buffalos to the accompaniment of rhythms made by a small
group of men pounding the"cocanut shell-topped hamboo rods and rmging metal bells. The
ance is also performed during the second session by the Master of Céremonies, who dances
around the married couple and performs the Malabar ironwood cutting rite in which he cuts a
make-believe Malabar Ironwood tree, called cheng leng, with an axe.” In the last session, the
dance is performed while the Master of Ceremoniés is imitating a rooster’s movements as part
of the rooster’s singing rite. Len phee hing and. len phee”rong, on the other hand, are
performed to pay homage to a dead ancestor and invite him to possess the medium, -~ The
gncec%w]g]a%h%]eﬁter orms a dance accompanied by traditional tones to drum and wooden clapper

Iment,

. Costumes are of modem style. The instruments used in the dance durm%the
wedding ceremony include cocont she -tﬂoped bamboo rods to heat out a rhythm and cheng
leng, a Cone-shaped basketry used in the Malabar ironweed cutting rite. . As for the len pheg
hing and len phee rong ceremonigs, the dancer sPorts a loincloth to’identify the dead ancestor
Wwho IS possessing the medium.  The drum used for the ceremonies is a small long dmm.

The,dance of the Chong Ethnic Group is an integral part of the three ceremonies.
However, studies show that theré has been a sharp decling in the performance of these
ceremonies as the grand wedding ceremony will not be conducted if the eldest daughter
marries a man of difterent race. . The len Phee hing and len Fhee ronq ceremonies also seém to
be in decling; a result of changmq social values and a dec mmg faith in the respect for dead
ancestors. These unfavorable Tactors ma}q eventually lead to the demise of the dance of the
Chong Ethnic Group, It is sugr?ested that the dance, which is unique to the Chong, be
preseiVed fogether with a studg ort fhe dances qf Chong ethnic groups in other villages Which
may van,' from those of the pedple in Krating village.
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