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The purpose of this research is to study how and at what levels the economic,
educational and public health factors relate to and affect on the differences in the levels of
quality of life between the population in Upper Northern Region and the one in Lower Northern
Region. The data were collected by using questionnaire and interviews with 172 household
heads at Pongsi 1 and Pongsi 2 Villages, Banthin Sub-District, Muang District, Prae Province,
and 162 household heads at Pratuyeun and Thupyaipon Villages, Pratuyeun Sub-District,
Lansak District, Uthaithani Province, altogether 341 samples. addition, the datas were also
collected from the interviews with key informants, which were 10 knowledgeable persons in the
villages in order to gather qualitative information for analysis. The statistical tools used in data
analysis were Percentage, Frequency distribution, Mean, Standard deviation, Correlation
matrix, Chi-square and Gamma test with the statistically significant level at 0.05 for quantitative

data and content analysis for qualitative data.

It was found in this study that the factors that affected the differences in the quality
of life between these two population groups were the economic factor, which was occupations
in the industrial sector, the educational factors, which were educational level, rate of study
continuation, rate of literacy, and the public health factors, which were sufficiency of public
health stations, availability of medical materials and tools, public health budget and public

health information.
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