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roject Title  Prevalence of HIV-2 seropositivities among drug abusers
e of the Investigmms Nikom Chaisiri, Varapan Danutra, Somchai Issarayanich,

Vipa Danthamrongkul, Vilai Chinveschakihanich and Chanida Palanuvej

June 19 g5

, " Abstract
. 'I'hai!and has been an endemic area of HIV, the etiological agent of AIDS, for about

: "au‘ic period as other countries. Since the infected virus is the HIV type 1 therefore the

agnostic system has been aimed at screening for anii-HIV-1 and this may not be able to

k,ct the V-2 infected peopie, From the data collected by interviewing and examining for
¢ HIV-2 anti—sbra from drug abusers at the Samutprakam Province IHospital it was found
! k;hc majority of them were malle'(92.9%). Many of them came for the-treatment for 1
ne (’50.8%). Most of them aged’ between 15-39 years; had low income and had only
’ ary school education. Nearly all of their drug used waskhemin (98.6%). Upon examining ‘
tiéfIlI‘stcmp‘osilive sera (168 samples) using ELISA for HIV-2 to fest forwthe specificity of
‘,;ykz‘st kit, ‘81.0 per cent cross reactivity were obtained. Thus an altemative strategy by
rc“;zeniyng the drug abusers sera with an ELISA" for anti- HIV1 +2, confirmed Wi@h a Western
ot (WB) for HIV-1 which containing gp 36 specific band for HIV-2 and reconfirmed by
WB for anti-111V-2 was carried out. It was found that 21.2 per cent of 1,152 samples were
v seropsitive zmd 95.5 per cent of them was anti-HIV-1 seropositive whilst 3 samweks
. (19%) containing both anti-HIV-1 and 2. The large number of per cent cross reactivity
: when screening with HIV-2 ELISA in the HIV-1 endemic area may be derived {rom low
 ' :ﬁy‘pcciﬁcity of the viral lysate antigen. The appearance of anti-HIV-2 among the dmg’ abusers
can be a sign of HIV-2 spread .in Thailand.. Investigation imo other high risk groups for

__ HIV-2 infection, for instance, in prostifutes, is also of important in IV -2 susveillance.
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