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and Fortune Tellers) in Relation to Thai Political Changes during 2006 - 2014. Advisor:
Asst. Prof. PITCH PONGSAWAT, Ph.D. Co-advisor: Asst. Prof. PORNSON
LIENGBOONLERTCHAI, Ph.D.

Explanations of the coup d'etat in both 2006 and 2014 generally focus on explaining main
actors in the conflicts such as protesters, both the PAD, the PDRC, high-ranking military officers and
the army. They pay no attention in explaining or studying aspects of the movement of astrological
knowledge and other branches of divinations, including the roles of astrologists and fortune tellers

during the political changes in Thailand

This research aims to study and understand the roles of astrological intellectuals
(astrologists and fortune tellers). The research found that astrological intellectuals use astrological
knowledge to produce predictions and prophecies related to politics especially to the two political
changes, they produced the predictions and prophecies that undermined the legitimacy of
democracy and at the same time supported the legitimacy for the dictatorship. The predictions and
prophecies are communicated to people in the society through 3 modes of emotions which are the
feeling of uncertainty, the feeling of fear, and the feeling of hope and confidence in order to sway

people in the society to accept the dictatorship.

In addition, this research studies and tries to understand the creation of status and
relationships between astrologists and fortune tellers with high-ranking military officers and other
political elites. The research found that astrological intellectuals have gained their status and
created close relationships with political elites especially the military elites through respectful and

reciprocal relationship between master and disciples.
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Academic Year: 2018 Advisor's Signature ........ccccvveeiiiieennn.

Co-advisor's Signature ...........cccvveeenes
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