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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this dissertation is to study in deteil
the origin and developnent of Parinasa Jataka and each of the
stories contained therein. In order to study the nature cf the
dissernination and the variations of the stories in Pahnase
Jataka, the Thai, surmese, Shan, Cambodien and Laotian versions
arc systematically compared. In addition, the research includes
the study of sixty-three Thail poeticel works widich were influenced
:

1ssertation is divided 1nto elght chapters. ihe

&

¥

)
D
o))

first is introductory, siving genersl information in connection
J s & OO

with the Jatakae in the Tripitaka and in the Jataka Commentary.

The second chapter gives an zccount of the history and develop-

ment of Peannasa Jataka and ite popularity in Thal 1literature.



The third chapter deals with the spread oi Pannass Jataka into
the nelzhboring countries, namely, Burma, Lasos and Cambodia,

The investigation is based on versions found in ‘these couatries.
The fourth chapter is the analysis of the coupositicn, coatents

and characteristics of the Jjatakas in cataka classifiec

according to sources,

e characters and their

p
Cil

The development oi the plots,

o

roles in each story in Pannaesa Jataka are nresented in the fifth

r

chapter. The sixth chapter describes sixty-three Thai poetical
works which were influenced by Pahnasa Jataka, either directly

or indirectly. The seventh chapter deals especially with the
didactic influence of Panfasa Jataka on these Thai poetical works,
This influence can be seen in the form thet the poetical works
utilize, the form of moral teaching, and zlso in the emplrasis of
the buddnistic origin of the works. The conclusion and sug es-

tions for further related studies are piven in the final chapter.

It is found in the research that Panhase Jataks was written
before B.E. 1808 in the northern part of Thailand, most likely in
the city of Haripunchai. After 1808, the book's popularity in-
creased, and it was introduced into neighboring countries,
namely, Burma, Laos and Cambodia, where t.e stories were rewritten
in the vernacular of zach country. Carciul comparison of these
versions stiows that the Cambodiza version 1: closest to the Thai
Pannasa Jataka, whercas the Laotian version contains nuaerous
variations and is farthest removed from the Thai text. iiost

stories in Pannasa Jataka originate from the Pali and tha



Sanskrit literature, especially the Buddhist Jataka Commentary,
which provides the general concepts governin, the themes of these
stories and the structure of the plots. In this connection, the
researcher found that folktales, once believed {o be the most
important source of inspirstion to the author of Fannasa Jgtaka,

had 1little significance.,

Fannasa Jataks is one important source supplying themes
to many Thai poetical works. A cowprehensive study of these
works, many of which are still unpublished, shows that Pafnasa
Jataka is the chief source of inspiration for as many as sixty-
three of these. The most popular story in Panfasa Jataka is
Rathasena Jataka which has become the source of thirteen of
these works. Among the Thai literary works which have been in-
spired by Pannasa Jataka, shose writlen in the kham-kap style,
voe of poetry commonly used for chanting, are the most
effective in the public instruction in morality. ifot only is
Panniasa Jataka the primery inspiration te the authors of these
sixty-three works, but 1t «lso serves as - .wodel for plot

4

structure, techniques ol presentation snd didactic approashess.
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