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ABSTRACT

The most important policy in the national socio-economic planning
has been the distribution of growth and the diminution of economic and
social inequalities, especially the problems of poverty and social gap in
the backward regions. The seriousness of these problems has become greater
and, thus, affects the country's stability. Apparently, the problems of .
poverty in these regions are related to the structure of the socio-economic
and political systems of both the national and the local levels. Therefore,
the rural development Planning should be integrated with all levels of
planning:national, regional and local level with the emphasis of regional
planning as a link. This will bring about the effective administration and
operation of the plans. The integration of planning yields specific

development area. This approach will systematically give @@ntinual.effacts

to the regions.



The attempt to investigate the potentiality of the Target areas in
the Upper North toward area development is related with the classification
of Target areas according to the Fifth National Economic and Social
Development Plan and the regions themsélQes which include eight provinces;
Chiang Mai, Lampang, Lamphun, Phrae, Mae Hong Son., Nan . Chiang Rai and
Phayao; The studies are recommended to be a guideline of planning and the
formulations of long-term area development projects. According to the Zi
variables, thier influent factor affect the physical, economic and social
bases in the spatial development in the Upper North. Spatial analysis of
the Target areas is also Scrutinized. The collected data, however, are so
complicated and numerous that it is difficult to concentrate the problem
scope. In order to conduct an analysis for the purpose of planning, a
statistical method, The Factor Analysis Methods, is applied to the spatial
development planning. The Factor Analysis Methods express a pattern of the
relationship of variables in terms of loading which is transformed from
their raw data. The advantage of this method will reduce the complicated
data and then its significant variables apparently, together with the

expression of its degree upon the identified regions.

From the studies, the most important variables in the Target arecas
areas in the Upper North are the physical variables. They are the land
tenure for agriculture, land suitability for agriculture, land tenure by
farmers and paddy land. These four variables are not only vital to the
agricultural development but also variables in economic base. From the fact
that the economic structure of the Target areas in the Upper North

is strongly attached to agriculture, these indicated variable show the

o



potentiality of regional growth. They are also connected with different

physical feature§ and natural resouces of the regions.

The analysis result and the Target areas characters indicate that
geographical nature has great negative and positive effects on the
distribution of growth. In addition, it hindérs the expansion of the
communication network to the remote areas and effects the size of land
tenure of the small household. The latter is an important factor which
varies with the family income., The suitable guideline for the development
of Target areas is to promote self government. The spatial development

planning can be done in three areas.

1. Immediate agricultural growth potential

In these regions, growth can be stimulated within 2-5 years
depending on the conditions of irrigation system and the suitability of
land. The development should emphasize on the agricultural production
projects, Target areas belong to this cateqory are: Thoeng, Chiang Kham,

Fang, Chun.

2, Future agriculture growth potentigl

In these regions, economic expansion is not possible within 5
years. With the tendency of economic growth in the long run, social overhead
capital projects for the future should be utilized, for example, research
projects, irrigation projects and communication projects. Target areas in
this group include: Muang Nan, Song, Chom Thong, Chae Hom, Sa, Mae' Ai,

Mae Taeng, Doi Saket, Wiang Pa Pao, Wang Chin, Phrao, Thoen, Chiang Dao,

Long, Pua, Ngao, Mae Suai, Li,



3. Low agricultural growth potential

These regions are backward and have low probability of
agricultural development. Economic development will yield low efficiency.
The emphasis of region development, then, should be made on secondary sector
especially fot the household scale. In addition, the government should
encourage the social services as the facilities for the development. Target
areas in this Group are: Wang Nua, Pong, Tha wang Pha, Doi Tao, Na Noi,

Sop Prap, Chiang Klang, Mae Sariang, Serm Ngam, Mae Tha, Hod, Chiang Muan,
Mae Phrik, Mae Chaem, Mae Mo, Omkoi, Samoeng Muang Mae Hong Son, Ban Luang,

Khun Yuam, Thung Chang, Pai, Mae La Noi, Thung Hua Chang, Mae Charim,

The next stage after the classification of target regions for rural
development is the planning and,the formulation on development projects in
these regions. The approach of integrated rural development, which include
livlihood, education, health and self-government, should be implied in order
to utilize economic and social activities. These results will generate the

- development, especially on quality of life and income distribution.
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