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But what about its wheels ?

There are on them clogs and clogs, and plenty of them. Our
car can still move, but these clogs are certainly very much in the
way, so that there will come a time when we shall find that we
cannot move fast at all even if our very future depended upon rapid
movement. '

A wise owner, who finds big cakes of mud upon the wheels
and bearings of his car, would naturally bestir himself to remove

some of the mud before he has 1o undertake an important journey,
would he not ?

Let us open our eyes and have a good look at all the clogs
on our wheels of national progress. We shall find that some of
these have been on for a very long time and that they would be
rather difficult to remove all at once. But with patience and perse-
verance, we shall no doubt succeed in due time. There are some
things which we could alter almost as soon as we like, since they
only concern ourselves, whilst there are others which would be more

difficult to alter since other people are also concerned about them
beside ourselves.

Let us start with the examination of things which concern
ourselves most of all. You will find some.astonishing things, which
will make you wonder why we have gone on having or doing them.
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I. Unreasoning Imitation

The first, and also the worst, clog on the wheel of any na-
tion’s progress is undoubtedly unreasoning imitation. As I have
already written at great length on this subject under the title of
“The Cult of Imitation”, there is no need to repeat here the argu-
ments for and against it. Indeed, I have only referred to the sub-
ject again for the sake of completing my list of “clogs”, for no list
would be complete which does not include the biggest and the worst
clog of all.

I have heard many wise men among the Siamese deplore
imitation almost as much as I have. But I cannot recollect a single

instance where a man has been bold enough to take the responsibi-
lity of discontinuing it. It reminds one of the futile arguments about
disarmament which one read of in European papers before the war.
Every country professed itself not only ready but eager to disarm,
provided some other nation did it first! It is the same with imita.
tion. Almost everybody who is, or has been, or fancies himself any-
body at all has professed himself ready to stop imitating provided
someone else did it first!

But whether you eventually decide to discontinue unreasoning
imitation or not, pray look at what we have gained by it.

Now I come to think of it, it is not so easy to put in a few
words what we have gained by imitation pure and simple, so | will
choose the easiest way of getting out of it by saying that we have
apparently gained a passport to the esteem of Europeans. The qua-
lification *‘apparently” is placed here not inadvertently, but deliber-
ately. What I mean 1o say is that we appear to be esteemed by the
Europeans, but how far is that really the case. Let us figure it out.

The truth is that our country is still but little known to
the people in'Europe. and what they do know about us is some.
times nothing short of marvellous. While in Europe, [ had often been
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asked whether Siam was one of the native States in India, whilst in
America a prominent citizen once enthused over the beauties of the
River Irrawady and congratulated my country on its possessing “such

a lovely stream. Yes, Sir!” To most people, Siam is a country full
of White Elephants and nothing much besides.

Whose esteem then do we possess? Why, that of people
who know us, of course. Well yes ! But when those who know us
can find nought but things to sneer at when they write about us,
I do not call that the height of esteem, do you? Of course, there
really are people who esteem us I hope, but these must be compara-
tively few in point of number and must know us really well.

That we still lack the esteem of the majority of foreigners
seems, alas, to be a fact.

Why ?
Because imitators, though often tolerated and liked, are sel-

dom esteemed, which after all is only natural. It is human nature
to look up to one’s superiors, look level at one’s equals, and look

down upon one's inferiors. And what is imitation but a patent con-
fession of inferiority ?

Do you not think it would be worth while to try and get a
measure of equality with other nations, and thus merit real esteem
instead of the patronising pat on the back which has been and still
is our portion ? If you think so, then you must take your courage
in your hands and try to be original sometimes.

But do not misunderstand me, please ! _ L am not advising
you to show that stale form of “ originality ” which is really imita-
tion in its most banale form, I mean the sort of *originality” which
has resulted in exchanging a real empire for a mock republic of the
South American brand in a certain country not far from us! What
I mean is this. Give your own countrymen a chance to be original
sometimes, instead of always kicking every man who dares to sug-
gest anything which * has not been done in Europe".
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If you want to break yourself of the habit of unreasoning
imitation, now is your chance, because at the present moment it is
obviously impossible for us to imitate any of the Great Powers,
and it is equally obvious that we cannot afford to arrest our pro-
gress and wait until our preceptors have stopped slaughtering each
other.

As for the lesser powers, what is the good of imitating
them ?  We shall not get any benefit from it that I can see; but on
the contrary we only lay ourselves out to provide subject for more
sneers from ill-informed globe-trotters, princely and otherwise. I really
do not think the game is worth the candle!

Asvabahu.
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things. The Europeans brought along with them habits of industry
and capacity for hard work, which were greatly appreciated by the
Siamese, who are in point of fact so much more indolent by habit.
Our people, therefore, first begin to like employing Farang very
much in same way as they liked the Chinese; that is to say, whilst
possessing almost the same capacity for work as the Chinese, the
Farang were undoubtedly very far superior in brain power. Thcre-
fore, the Farang proved convenient in that they not only helped to
relieve us of a lot of hard physical labour, but they also relieved us
of the trouble of having to think as well. One paid the cash, and
the Farang did the rest !

This habit of mind, originally the outcome of indolence
more than anything else, soon developed by degrees, until it became
what it now is, namely the fixed idea that to have anything done
at all well, it must be done by a Farang. The logical consequence
is the exaltation of the Farang to undreamt of heights and the
abasement of the Siamese to almost the lowest depth, which is the
reason why half-casts prefer to wear the dirtiest of duck trousers
rather than the finest silk phanung, as they want to be thought
almost as good as Farang and therefore superior to the Siamese !
Even some of the Siamese disguise themselves in trousers for the
same purpose !

To a certain extent, the fault lies at the door of the earlier
batches of students who went out to Europe to be educated. It
cannot be denied that it was a move in the right direction to send
students out to Europe, since the idea was that they should acquire
accomplishments to enable them to do the same sort of work for
which we had to employ Europeans. Those earlier students certainly
did acquire European accomplishments of various descriptions, but
the ones most in evidence happened to be in the way of enjoying
themselves like *“ Farang”. That is to say, they shot inoffensive
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birds and drank brandies and sodas, and thereby ruined both their
physiques and their brains.  When in addition to this, they also
reverted to the indigenous habit of indolence,~Well, they would have
done better to have stayed at home!  These unfortunate examples
only helped to strengthen the idea that our own people were inca-
pable of raising themselves to the level of the Europeans in doing
any sort of useful work. On the contrary, they established their
reputation as mere boasters and nothing else besides !

This unfortunate experience naturally served to make our
people underrate their own capabilities more and more, so that
Farang became employed for even the most trivial kind of works
which could have been equally well accomplished by Siamese at
about half or one third of the salary !

How much longer is this undervaluation of the capabilities
of our own countrymen to go on? What is the use of sending big
batches of students to Europe every year if we will not trust them
with any responsible work ? What is the use of education in our
own country if our own people are not to be anything but underlings ?

I must, however, warn my readers that I am not aiming
these questions at the Government in particular. Indeed, to be just,
several Government departments are already showing us the right
way. For example with the exception of certain scientific advisers,
there are now no Europeans in the Army, and very few in the
Navy, whilst the recent appointment of a Siamese medical man to
the post of Chief Surgeon in the Navy also shows a distinct move
forward in the right direction.

These words are, therefore, addressed to you who are the
Public. For so long as you continue to show more trust in the
capablilities of other people than your own countrymeu, so long
will the Government have to continue employing foreigners, since
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the Government must after all do everything to maintain the Public’s
trust.

You should not forget that every patriotic man would natu-
rally have his own country’s interests at heart above the interests of
all others. Therefore, would it not be absurd to expect foreigners to
have the interests of Siam at heart as much as we ourselves ? And
therefore, if we Siamese could be allowed to work for the welfare
and progress of our own country, would it not be better for the
country ?

Ask yourselves these questions, if you please.

Asvabahu.
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prose, quite beyond the comprehension of the ordinary Chinaman,
practically all Chinese newspapers are naturally against the Govern.
ment.

It is, in a way, very similar in Siam. Most of the best
educated and most capable men of letters are employed in the Go-
vernment service, and have no time for anything but very occasional
contributions to journals. Those who do write regularly are, there-
fore, either men of very indifferent education, or dimissed officials
with mountains of grievances against the Government. That is the
reason why the tone of most Siamese journals is distinctly against
the Government.

To begin with, Siamese journals were against the Govern-
ment because of the dismissed officials aforesaid, who naturally de-
sired to get a blow in at the Government which has dismissed them.
Later on, however, it came to be a sort of established custom for
those who write to journals to be against the Government, no matter
whether they had any personal grievance or not.  As these people
as a rule write the most banale things, or sometimes even most
arrant nonsense, it would seem scarcely worth while to give them
the honour of criticism, but owing to that regrettably exaggerated
sense of veneration for everything that appears in writing, one could
not altogether ignore the pretentions of these so-called journalists.

Letters were invented to provide a medium for recording
men’s thoughts, and to communicate such thoughts from one man to
others in a form more convenient for transmission than speech.
This being really the case, it should be the author rather than the
writing that merits one’s esteem. That is to say, it ought surely to
depend upon the character of the writer whether the things he
writes should be given credence or not. If we can and do discrimi-
nate between the words spoken by a man of good standing and those
of a drunken tavern talker, why on earth should we pay exaggerated
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defend, and easier to destroy than to create, such irresponsibles are
therefore practically always critical and destructive.

Such being the case, is it well for us to give too much
belief to everything that the journals choose to say?  Are we not
paying a very poor compliment to our own intelligence when we
allow ourselves to blindly believe cverything that appears in local
papers, without even troubling to consider the motives of the people
who write the articles or correspondence ?

You will perhaps say that you have to read what is put
before you, and that if such informations and writings are not of the
best, it is not your fault. But it is your fault! If you do not like
to read trashy news and irresponsible vapourings of disappointed,
dismissed Government servants, you need not do so. And if the
newspaper editors know that you do not like such things, it would

be their business to find better things for you to read. When
they find that it does not pay them to print trashy news and irres-

ponsible articles, they will be sure to try and get better news and
better articles.

It is for you, the readers to say what sort of news and articles
you like, and if you do get them, it is really your own fault for
being satisfied with reading inferior stuff.

Trying as we are to march with the times and be as modern
a people as we possibly can, do you not think it time for you to
get rid of that exaggerated respect for “Nangsu”, which is a relic of
ancient times ? [t does not matter what they say and think in China
or among the Chinese community; if they choose to go on holding
to their ancient, out-of - date custorn of making “Letters” into a sort
of joss, and of calling every scribbler a ‘“professor” (Sin.S¢), let
them ! We Siamese are surely not bound to keep step with China!
Let us rather be sensible and put Letters and writers in their proper
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to go to cinematograph shows at least twice a week, enjoy himself in
cookshops, and on the top of all these pays rent for a room (or

perhaps he does not do this?) When he gets a rise to 20 Bahts a
month, he even gets married. (I must explain, in parenthesis, that
when I say *gets married”, 1 am only putting it euphemistically,
because these * marriages” are very often of the most temporary
and ephemeral character! But more of this later on in another place,
because it is one of the “Clogs” to be brought to your notice by
itself.)

Of course, I quite understand that a young man, who has
been customed to the gaiety of the City would find it extremely dull

at his paternal homestead somewhere in the Country. But to say that
he is remaining on in the City because he would thereby be able

to make himself more useful to his Fatherland is absolute nonsense.
Any man with a grain of common sense must surely understand that
for a country like Siam, the agriculturist and cultivator is much more
likely to contribute to her wealth than the clerk, who after all is as
much an instrument as the pen or the typewriter that he uses (or
misuses). As a producer his value is very low in comparisom to what
he consumes. And yet the clerk thinks himself superior to the farmer,
and the worst of it is that we others go on allowing him to think
it too!

When will our young men understand that it is quite as
honourable to be a farmer, a cultivator, or an artisan, as it is to be
a quilldriver? Why will they not learn to realise the dignity of labour
other than by the pen or the typewriter ?

The answer is again the same as before, namely that it is the
fault of all of us combined, and not of the young men themselves in
particular. So long as we show by various ways that we consider the
clerk a step higher in the social scale than the farmer, the cultivator,
or the merchant, so long will our youth continue to fix their ambi-
tions upon “clerkism”’. Not only this, but there are always many eager
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something of better promise than clerkships? Would it not be better
to teach them to appreciate the dignity of being active producers of
wealth for the country, such as farmers, cultivators, artisans, and
merchants? Do you really believe that our youths would serve our
country more usefully if they all became clerks? How shall we get
rice and other forms of wealth if we do not encourage producers?

You could really help a good deal with your opinion, because
no matter how superior a youth may consider himself, the opinion
of others is still of some moment to him. If public opinion would
only recognise at least the equality of the farmer, the cultivator, the
merchant, and the artisan to the clerk, instead of putting the clerk
on a false pedestal, it would be of some help.

Will you not help in that direction?

Asvabahu.
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educated. Tt is really the same as the *“Fire—Water” method of
civilisation among the Red Indians, though it is lucky for us that
we have an enlightened Religion, which has undoubtedly been the
means of restraining a large proportion of our people from utter
degeneracy like the poor Red Indians, who do not possess the same
advantages.

Do you not feel that such a false idea of morality is really
something of a disgrace to the fair name of our nation ? If you do, then
I hope you will consider it a duty towards your country and your nation
to put an end to it. Such false ideas can only survive when those
who hold them are tolerated. If we give them all plainly to under-
stand that we will not tolerate them, they could never go on.

There are lots of people who are not so bad as the extreme
examples whom I have quoted, but still they are also offenders.
There are many people, otherwise intelligent and capable, who think
it the right thing to entertain callers with whisky instead of tea,
because they believe that to be the usual custom among the best
European society. They have apparently never heard of that custom
called “Afternoon Tea”. [ personally know of a worthy man, who
is almost physically unable to endure alcohol in any form, but who
nevertheless always entertains his callers with whisky. When
asked why he did it, he said that he did not wish to be called
stingy, as wherever he had been to call, he had almost invariably
been entertained with whisky., What an ordecal for a man who
cannot enjoy alcohol ! And the man suffers it uncomplainingly, be-

cause he thinks it is the right thing to do to retain the respect of
his friends.

Things have come to a pretty pass indeed if ome cannot
retain the respect of one’s friends except with the aid of “John
Dewar”, or even inferior brands of whisky! Do you not think
here is something wrong in that ?
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Another false idea that is firmly fixed in the minds of &
certain class of people is that when one is a lawyer, one will enjoy
the protection of the Law even when one breaks it. I actually know
of a man, who took up the study of Law solely for the purpose of
knocking another man's head. He actually passed his examination,
and actually did try to commit the assault intended; needless to add,
he is now actually in prison! So long as there is such a false idea
about the “Majesty” of the Law, the dignity thereof is not much
enhanced thereby, is it # Therefore, | must, even at the risk of
repeating myself, ask you once more —Is this as it should be ? If
your answer is in the negative, as I hope, then will you not lelp
to explode another false idca ? If you care for the dignity of the
Law, and want it as a real protection to your Life, Person, and
Property, you must help in setting a stern face towards those who
would dare to exploit the Law for their own personal ends.

Finally, there is that false idea of Freedom, which some peo-
ple explain as the licence to do and say everything that they perso-
nally desire, no matter how wrong or how offensive such a thing
may be. Such people usually make themselves as offensive as pos-
sible to others, and when they are more than drunk half the time,
they then become physically unendurable. Whenever contradicted,
the self -appointed upholder of Freedom usually becomes foul and
abusive, and most disgustingly personal in what he is pleased to
call his replies 10 “native ignorance”. That he himself is a vulgar
brute and an ignorant braggart, with the accomplishments of a
mere parrot for repeating scraps of wisdom which he himself does
not understand, does not enter his brain, too fuddled as it often is
by poisonous aleohol !

How much longer are we, who are the reul Free citizens of
a Free nation going to tolerate these filthy desecrators of the name
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of Freedom ? We need not stand them for a moment, if we all
make up our minds not to do so! We do not want the brand of
Freedom that such ignorant boors display. We have already got a
more dignified Freedom of our own which, let us hope, we shall
be able to keep intact for all time.

Asvabahu.
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teaches man to think himself the most important and wonderful
thing in creation. The doctrine of equality, which is but imper-
fectly understood by the people who talk the loudest about it and
mislead others about it, is undoubtedly responsible for the ridiculous
ideas prevailing on the subject of false dignity.  To limit our field
of examination, I will confine myself to what may be observed in
Siam only.

It is not so very long ago, when some of the vernacular jour-
nals began to preach what I should call the *Doctrine of Disrespect”.
Without going into any details, it would be sufficient to sum up
the most important points only which were :

(1) Every man is equal by birth to begin with, and the
unequality only appears later on through each individual's own capa-
bilities; therefore,

(2) To pay respects in any form, whether by saluting, bow-
ing, or speech, is to show servility incompatible with the dignity
of an intelligent man.

As a theory, it sounded all right, as most theories do; but
when it came to be carried into practice, it soon became apparent
that it was almost, if not entirely, all wrong. The fault, of course,
lay with the preachers, who were too narrow-minded to apply the
theory in a broad and elastic way. The doctrine, not being an
indigenous institution, failed to be understood by the sel{-constituted
preachers, who were the Siamese and “semi - Siamese” journalists
already mentioned in a previous chapter. When, in addition to
these journalists, these happened also to be a certain number of
Government officials who, with that mistaken zeal that characterises
the products of modern education, also teok it up, the doctrine ob-
tained a firmer footing than its merits warranted.

Thus. it was not long before it became quite recogmised, that
to show une's self a man of education and intelligence, one had to
be a regular boor, with no respect or reverence for either age or
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superiority. Worse than that, any man going to call at another's
house, even out of pure personal friendship, was at once dubbed a
“Sycophant™. As for paying respects to anybody, the thing became
so utterly out of fashion that cven saluting one’s own parents became
an act of sycophancy. At the time when the doctrine may be said
to be at its height, people were so afraid of being dubbed sycophants,
that everybody almost avoided everybody else, and the disorganisa-
tion in the social life of Bangkok especially became so marked.
that it would almost have been preferable to get away and live in the
middle of the Sahara Desert, where one would at least have been
free from the terribly searching eyes of the High Priests of Anti-
Sycophancy !  The thing of course became unendurable, and several
worms began to turn. Then by a stroke of good fortune, something
happened. I will not go into details about it, because I do not want
to hurt anybody’s feelings; but it will be sufficient to say that the
thing which happened also broke up the tension, and Anti.
Sycophancy, as a militant doctrine began to decline forthwith.

It is really ridiculous what a fuss some people will make
about the mere act of showing respect. Many members of the Wild
Tiger Corps would probably still remember the question of saluting
that agitated us at the beginning of the Corps’ foundation. One or
two “big seniors” grew quite huffy, because they not only got no
salutes from their juniors, but even had to salute those very juniors
themselves on parade. That the juniors happened to be superior
officers, while they themselves happened to be privates in the Corps,
was apparently a fact that was deemed unworthy of serious consi-
deration !

The reader may, however, take comfort from the fact that
our country does not hold the monopoly in false dignity. In Eng-
land. according to the papers that arrived by a recent mail, a vigo-
rous correspondence was being carried on in the FEvening Standard
under the heading of *‘ The Etiquette of Saluting”. One writer
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personal grievance generally makes such a man fairly cloquent—he
sometimes carries away unwary listeners.

Even at the risk of giving such a person serious offence, I
am inclined to say to you *“Don’t get carried away! The fellow
would still think himself poor with an income of a million a year !

Asvabsahu.
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to regain her husband’s love from *‘the other wife”. The child of
such a woman is indeed doomed from the beginning. Without the
restraining influence of parental love, he will run wild, and unless
his parents learn wisdom in time and send him to live with some
relation who will undertake to look after him, or send him to some
school where some wholesome discipline will be administered to him,
the child cannot help growing up into a self - willed, selfish youth,
with imperfect ideas of morality and proper conduct, and if he
chooses to associate with vicious companions, must soon find himself
in a reformatory or prison, or if he is lucky enough to escape such
places, will be no ornament to the community in which he lives, and
even his parents will disown him !

Without doubt, parental irresponsibility accounts for the
present rather unsatisfactory state of morality which prevails, espe-
cially in Bangkok and the other large provincial towns. If parents
took their responsibities more seriously, it would be better for the
future of our race.

But so long us we tolerate so - called **Natural Marriages”, with
all its accompanying evils, we could hardly hope for an improvement
in parental responsibility. The obvious thing to be done is therefore
to strike at the root of the evil. We must first make men and women
realise the responsibility of marriage itself. We must make them
regard it as one of the most important steps in life, and one not to be
lightly taken without due consideration as to future results. Then
shall we be able to make people realise, that the duty of parenthood
does not end with the mere production of an offspring, but on the
contrary practically only ends with death! We must instil into the
minds of the rising generation the important fact, that those who have
children must consider it their duty to bring up their childern so as
to become useful members of the community and good, loyal citizens
of Siam. Their boys must be able to serve their King and Country in
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servant, and the “Mia Noy” is not any the worse off than before,
but may even be better off if she has children.

The “Mia Lab”, on the other hand, runs a man into all
kinds of expenses. First, you have to hire some old hag to act as a
sort of “agent,” whose usual method is to approach the girl of your
choice, get around her with that oily tongue that these professional
“Meh Si " know so well how to use, and if the gir] is willing, the
women makes an assignation on your behalf. If the girl has been
thereby compromised, as she only too often is, then everything will
be easy after that. All you have to do is to go and see your girl's
parents, offer them say four hundred Bahts, or even less if
they happen to be poor; and the argument that the daughter was
already your “ wife” also has the effect of reducing her price,
because her parents would rather accept what you choose to give
them than lose the girl for nothing! If, on the other hand, the girl
has been too sensible to compromise, you would then have to go
straight to her parents and bargain with them as best you can. You
will find widowed parents the easiest to deal with, because they are
generally most anxious to dispose of their daughters. Some widowed
mothers even employ the “Meh Sii” to approach eligble young men
on their daughters’ behalf. In any ease, it is merely a question of
money, and if you pay enough, most parents will be found more
than willing to sell their daughters, and will even beat them into
consenting to become married should the girls be unwilling.

Having found the girl you want, the next thing is to find a
house or a room to lodge her, and you take her to the lodging
divectly you have satisfactorily concluded your bargain with her
parents. And that is all the wedding ceremony that the poor girl
will ever have,

The life of a “Secret Wife” is happy enough while she still
retains the love of her fickle lord. She gets plenty of money and
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jewellery, and rides in a fine automobile or carriage. according to her
husband’s means. Then, when his fickle affection becomes fixed on
some other fair charmer, one of the three things will happen. If the

man is rich, he will still let her have the apartment, make her a
small allowance, and let her live alonc or, if she prefers it she may

return to her parents, while her husband will still make her an
allowance; if he is not rich, he packs her off to her parents, and
makes her an allowance, if he can afford it and can remember it;
or, if he is a particularly callous brute, he will simply find an
excuse to “‘divorce” her privately without troubling any court at all,
and kick her out into the street.

The unfortunate girl has absolutely no remedy against such
callous brutality, because everything that was done was quite within
the letter of the Law ! The girl cannot even sue the man for seduc-
tion, because her parents’ consent made the marriage legal, and also
because she had contentedly lived as his wife for a certain period.
Her divorce, such as it was, was also legal. The poor wretch has
simply been the victim of circumstances, and man-made law does
not afford her any opening for redress, at least none that a modest
young woman would care to take, involving as it does the exposure
of the most intimate details in a public tribunal.

Some such victims of man’s depravity have perforce to turn
to a life of degradation that kills them body and soul. They pass
from the hands of one brute to another, only to fall lower every time,
until they end in a “green light” establishment. The greatest shame
is when a pure young girl, the daughter of respectable but ignorant
parents, is lured from her home somewhere in the provinces to
Bangkok, with promises of a fine permanent position as the wife of
some young “‘Khun Nang”, and only finds out too late that she has
been lured into something worse than slavery !

The vile and villainous traffic goes on daily under our very
eyes, and nobody seems to see anything shamefu]l and degrading in
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it. The traffic can flourish because some of us think it is none of
our business while, worse still, too many of our people in high
positions actually are the patrons who make such traffic profitable !

The vilest people are the hags, who do regular business as
“Meh Si”. 1 know of one, who has established a regular agency,
and is very proud of showing the photographs of her many patrons,
among whom one may recognise some fairly well-known faces.
These wonen insinuate themselves into respectable households in
various guises, under all kinds of pretexts. I have always personally
declared that I would take the law into my own hands and give
every harpy found within my compound a whipping, quite willing
to take the consequences, and I have never been troubled with their
presence. If every respectable householder would make a similar
declaration, there would be some visible result, though perhaps not
very great, since the hags would only transfer the whole of their
attentions to the occupiers of ‘“Hong Thaeo”, where the majority of
victims are already found as a rule.

The only other way, but a difficult one too, is to educate
the parents into considering it a shame and a disgrace to sell their
daughters; but so long as human cupidity remains what it is, and so
long as it continues to be the fashion to have *Secret Wives”, for
whom young men are willing to pay, it seems a hopeless task.

Is there to be no remedy ? Is mine to be the lone voice
crying in the wilderness ?

Asvabahu.
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our selfish man will be found dead against it. Not that he would
oppose it openly, for that would mean a slight loss of his personal
dignity should he be worsted in arguement. Such a man prefers to
work in the dark, or to use an up-to-date war simile, he prefers
sapping to bayonet work or artillery duel.

What scheme recently initiated has not had such “Sapping”
directed against it ! The Wild Tiger Movement had a large share of
it, as we all know; but let that rest, since it is now an old story, I
hope. The Navy Lcague scheme was luckier in that it was started at
the right moment, when the perils of war had been so vividly
brought home to most people of intelligence, though it did not
altogether escape the ubiquitous “Sappers”. There are scores of other
instances which could be enumerated, but why multiply such ins-
tances. They do not make pleasant reading, do they ?

Now I ask you, was there any pettiness about it when our
ancestors of two thousand years ago took the momentous decision to
break from the oppression of the Chinese Emperors, and thus created
the Thai Nation ? Was there any pettiness when Prince Ruang of
Lavo decided to cease sending the water tribute to our Khom overlords ?
Was there any pettiness when King Rama of Uthong decided to
cstablish his capital at Ayudhya and found a Thai Empire in the
face of our hereditary foes the Khoms; or when our national hero,
King Naresvara the Great, freed our nation from the Suzerainty of
Burma and defeated the Burmesc Grand Army under its Prince
Royal; or agein when King Buddha Yod F& founded the present
capital of Siam ? The answer in cach case, as I nced not tell you,
is decidedly in the negative.

On the other hand, if you will but glance through the pages
of our history, you will find that before any disaster overtook our
nation, it was invariably preceded by an era of pettiness and intrigues,
of plots and counter plots, the outcome of selfish desires for personal
advantage and aggrandisement.
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Nor is that the case with our nation only. It is the same
everywhere no matter whether in Europe or Asia. =~ Whenever any
nation has had a long era of peace, its people usually seek for
personal comfort and advantage, and each man becomes more and
more selfish, with its inevitable accompaniment of pettiness, so that
but few are able to think big, though all are able to talk very big.
When everything has narrowed down to the one aim, the gratifica-
tion of Self, then is it time for a more virile and more united nation
to step in and extinguish the nation of self-opinionated fools, who
are unable to see or think of anything beyond their own foolish
selves !

You do not want our Nation to drift that way, I hope.
There is still time to pull ourselves up, for we are not too far gone
as yet. But we must all take up paddles and do our best to paddle
our drifting boat up stream, and we must hurry up about it too!

You must start today, please, as tomorrow may find us too
near the edge of the cataract for us to do any good with our paddling.

And how are you to do that ?

It is quite simple. When anything new is proposed, whether
by the Government or by any individual association with patriotic
aims, such for example as the Wild Tiger Corps or the Navy League,
examine it in a broadminded way. Do not think of what it will do
for you, but rather what it will do for your Nation; and try and
believe that if it is going to do good to your Nation, if it bound
to do good to you too, because what are you but a part of the
Nation ? If it sinks you sink too, unless you are a coward who
would desert your Nation, like a cowardly sailor who would desert
his ship, and I hope you are anything but that !

If you could manage to train yourself to always think like
that, you will find that pettiness drops from you like a bandege
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“That any Sovereign Power should be limited within its
own dominions would always constitute a serious obstacle to good
government and administration, but in Egypt it became intolerable.
All suits between foreigners had to be heard before their respective
consuls, and foreigners absolutely refused to submit their causes to
the native tribunals in cases in which natives of Egypt were involved.

“It is impossible to give any idea of the difficulties thus
created, and they were rendered worse by the habit which foreigners
formed of appealing outside their consular courts to their diplomatic
agent for pressure to be put in furtherance of their claims.

“Prom the point of view of criminal administration, matters
could be still further complicated by the doctrine of inviolability of
domicile. Before a foreigner could be arrested the presence of his
consul had to be arranged for to legalise any infraction of domicile,

and the abuses which became possible under this system defy
description.

“It was no uncommon thing for criminals to band them.
selves together expressly for the purpose of taking advantage of the
capitulations, and by carrying on their crimes through persons of
different nationalities, and on the premises of still another, make the
attendance ot half the consuls in Cairo indispensable to any action
against them .

A little further down, the writer goes on to say how, even
when brought to justice, it was not always certain that an offender
would get any punishment at all, because *it might well be found
that the offence, although an offence against Egyptian municipal
law, was none against the foreigner's own laws, and so in the end
he would escape .

Such a state of affairs was found so inconvenient and into-
lerable that, in 1876, the foreign powers agreed to the establishment
of the Mixed Courts, a tribunal consisting of a court of the first
instance and a court of appeal; but the inelastic nature of the system
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