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Abstract e

This thesis studies .and analyzes the role of bilateral
meetings between heads of governments of the ASEAN countries
from 1968 up to 1982, a period of 15 years. The study finds
that these extra-structural and uninstitutionalized dialogues
between ASEAN government leaders have contributed substantially
to the general cooperation among ASEAN as a group in the economic,
social and political spheres, and in particular to the enhancement
of mutual understanding among the countries. At times, such
bilateral summits have even been partially responsible for the
solution of problems of which sensitivity and complexity would
have rendered group discussions under the formal structure of

ASEAN highly difficult.

Furthermore, the formal policy-making mechanism known
as the Annual Ministerial Meeting and the Meeting of Economic
Ministers which are normally held once and twice a year respectively

have been too infrequent to adequately coordinate some important



policies among ASEAN. Thus, bilateral summits, called whenever
deemed necessary by the parties concerned, have secured to
resolve this shortcomings. The study also shows positive
relationship between the frequency of such bilateral meetings
and the problems or conflicts among member states as well as

the international situation during the same period of time.

Such form of bilateral meetings has developed into a
very effective mode of communications among ASEAN member
countries. At its foundation are common cultural backgrounds
and values of the 1eaders.-.The similarity of values as well as
interests has in turn helped to promote and shape regional
cooperation and collaboration in such a distinct way which has

often been referred to as ''the ASEAN Way'.
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