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2ABSTRACT

¥

The objective of.tfn.is research is to _study the interaction between
the mass media and the Thai political system, especially during two major
political crises, mamely the crises of Octcber 14, 1973 and of October 6,
1976, in order to ;Jnderstar-ld the role, function and impact of the mass
media on individuals and society as well as the structure, operation and
control of the mass media. Finally, the study aims at assessing the data
and information obtained from the analytical research as a guideline in
constructing a model on the mass media and political grises which can be
used to explain and predict such phenomena. The research methodology is

basically by means of documentary research and media content analysis.

The premise of the study on "Mass media and political crises in Thai-
land" is that the Thai mass media are insirumental in the mass communication
and control in the Thai political system, where the true power group is
entitled to exploit and determine the condition of theix operation. The

following are the conclusions of the study.



o

In the October 14, 1973 cfisis, the mass media acted as a relay
of information from the © . govermment to the people and vice versa.
However, in this capacity, the newspaper functioned in bridging better
mdersta.:iding between the people and the st:dents"moﬁement, rather
than between the government and the pegple. The media spread political
_‘neﬁs' circulating among politically assembling demonstrators to the
genefal public which influenced in creating negative views toward the
government. This was evaluated from the fact that the public encouraged
the students' movement by means of donations and join-in demonstration.
As for radio and television, the period prior to and during the Octcber
14, 1973 crisis saw the radio and television under the government's close
supervision. They played no part at all in projecting events, views and
criticism on the govérnment. Radio acted as a mere "medium" belonging to
the govermment, officially veporting events within the pre-assigned frame.
The study on the role of The mass media in this partcular
political crisis showed that the hewsPaper, radio and television played
no role in originating the public reguest for a constitution which finally
ended in such a crisis. The students' force was the result of the
awareness on the people's rights and freedom and of the passing-on of
this awareness in the universities' academic realm via publications ini-
tially produced and read among the interested few. Afterwards,the mass
media, especially quality'newspaperé, publicized those "news" to the
general public. Consequently, the mass media functioned as an emphasis
on the public consensus and on the acceptance of the students' role later

on.

In the October 6, 1976 crisis, the mass media projected a variety
of political information. Radio, television and newspaper were exploited

by the crisis. Popular newspapers, holding a neutral policy, did not



A
act ‘in properly projecting news and views on the students' due to their
weariness of the current uproar caused by over-powering role of the
.students. Mearmwhile, guality newspapers were thoroughly presenting news
on the students' movement and protest demonstration against Field Marshal
Thanom's home-coming, as well as critical opinions and demand for an
urgent solution by the government. During the most crucial point of the
crisis, the mass media were uproariously and passionately reporiing
current events, when the Reformation Administration,_havjng siezed control
of the country ordered a two-day close of every newspaper publication-
October 7 and 8, 1976, marking the first nationwide newspaper irhibition
in the Thai mass media history. The radio and television alsoc were not

given permission to normally function.

In conclusion, this study has pointed out the crucial role and func-
tion of the mass media in the Thai political system, which functions with
in the frame of democratic participation. Whether the Thai political
system can develop into a full-fledged democracy depends upon the role
and function of the mass media in conveying the public demand to the
government and the government's response to the public. The initial
survey of the history T'md development of the mass media in this research
gives an intellectual framework to the role and function of the mass
media during normal times : their role comes under the control of govern-
ment and political power groups to exploit and determine the condition
of their operation. The case study of the political crises giwves a clearer

i

picture : the mass media is, in fact, extremely influential in the

formation of the thinking, feeling and political behavior of the people.
The mass media can reflect thoughts which may be protesting or conflicting
to the govermment's deviatory action. The mass media can show weariness
and emphatically draw attention to the government's incompetence. Fi-nally,

the mass media can be instrumental in conjuring up political violence.
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