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It has been observed that the falling tone in Bangkok Thai
pronounced by the young generation seems to be different from that pronounced
by the old generation the pitch is higher and thus becomes very much like
the high tone. Moreover, some of the young allegedly use "the new tone" all
the time but others use it in some situations. The objective of this study is
to find out whether the falling tone of Bangkok Thai speakers varies by age
and style, and if it does, what the variation is like.

The data were collected in informal conversational style and formal
reading style from a sample of 30 persons selected from teachers in the
Faculty of Arts and the Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University, aged
55-60 and 35-40 years and high-school students from Suksanaree School, aged
15-20 years.

The analysis shows that the falling tone consists of five variants
m id-fall, high-fall, mid-rise-mid, mid-rise-fall and mid-level-fall. The
use of the falling tone is found to vary significantly according to the age
of speakers. (P=.01) The mid-fall is mostly used by the speakers aged 55-60
and 35-40 years but the latter group also uses the high-fall variant
considerably. The mid-rise-mid, "the new tone"., is mostly used by the
speakers aged 15-20 years.

As for stylistic variation, it is found that the old and middle-age
groups' use of the falling tone variants is both similar and different from
the young generation; i.e., according to formality, the rate of the mid-fall

increases and that of the mid-rise-mid decreases. However, both the old
generation groups use the mid-fall variant in a higher percentage than the
young generation, and the latter use the mid-rise-mid variant more than the
other two groups.

It is shown that the tonal variants of the old generation are
obviously different from those of the young generation. So it enables the
old generation to observe the change of the falling tone variants of the
young. However, nowadays the mid-fall is still the most commonly used one in
Bangkok Thai. But in the future the falling tone variant of the young
generation may be the most frequently used in Bangkok Thai.

This study is the beginning of a study of tonal change in progress
in Bangkok Thai, other Thai tones may be in process of change and should be
investigated.
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