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_The objective of this studg Is to find causes of the conflict as regards fishi_n(t; between
Thailand and Burma during 1988-1996. It is found that the conflict was caused by internal and
external factors as follows.

Internal factors are the relentless drive of Thai fishermen for marine animals so that they
could cater world market demand which eventually led them to acqmre fishing concessions and to
poach on Burmese waters when Thai marine resources had depleted. The conflict became more
Intensified when Burma and other Thai neighboring countries announced their exclusive economic
zones by which enclosed Thai territorial waters and her exclusive economic zone. Thus it was difficult
for the "Thai fishermen to travel to high seas. At the same time, Thai government agencies were
mcapable of controlling Thai fishing boats and limiting fishermen’s practices within the International
agreements. However, government agencies themselves also had their own problems.

~ As for external factors, it is found that Burmese authorities were increasingly interested in
Ereservmg their marine resources by announcing_ their exclusive economic zone. Furthermore, the
urmese military government had opened Burma'in 1988 and, as she was able to solve her domestic
political problem to a certian extent, began to invite foreign investors to come in, especially in the field
of fishing. Therefore, great opportunities were given to Thai businessmen to acquire concessions from
the Burmese military ?overnment. At the same time, opportunities were also opened to more illegal
practices. As a result, Burma had to find various measures in F[eservmg_her resources, such as
Imposing strict fishing regulations, and_lncreasm%her naval potential in defending her territorial waters
by buylnﬂ naval patrol boats from China and other countries, and by harshly retaliating Thai fishing
boats.” All these had led to more Thai-Burmese conflicts.
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