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GOVERNMENT (1938-1944). THESIS ADVISOR ASSO. PROF. DR™ SOMBAT
CHANTORNVONG, ASSO. PROF. DR.PORNSAK PHONGPHAEW, Ed.D. 410 pp.

The purpose of this thesis is to study how the head of a state or
new e lite can secure his power or establish legitimacy and seek support for
himself and the government. The concept of "political symbol" is used to
analyze political phenomena or political acts performed by the head of a
state from another point of view.

It is found out that Field Marshall p. Pibulsonggram used "political
symbol" widely and continuously to establish righteous or legitimacy for
himself and the new ruling system.

The political symbol, according to its function, is to act as a media
to transfer information, idea, dogma or political myth and to arouse emotion.

In the sense of politics, it is used as a way to fight back in order to avoid
confrontation or physical attack. It is a hidden and delicate weapon in
political fight which affects people's sentiment and emotion. It is employed

by assigning "meaning" to things in terms of symbols according to the user's
objectives to fit social and political situations or context at a certain
period of time.
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