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# # 6181049924 : MAJOR PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

KEYWORD: local government, Thailand's municipality
Jeerawut Boonratsamee : A geneology of local government policy in
Thailand : The idea of municipality (Tessaban) during the era of absolute

monarchy (1893 - 1935). Advisor: Vong-on Phuaphansawat, Ph.D.

This study traces the policy ideas to establish and implement local government in Thailand, namely, the
municipality (Tessaban), during the regime of King Rama V to King Rama VIl (1893-1935) by using Michel Foucault’s concept of
Genealogy. It examines how these ideas clashed and were constrained by historical and political forces. The result was that

Tessaban was only materialised in 1933 by the Act of Municipality, exceeding the era of absolute monarchy.

The study reveals that the Thai monarches did have progressive ideas about implementing Tessaban as a means
to enhance local autonomy. However, in the absolute monarchy period, the autonomy of the local government was only
granted in the domain of public health in the form of the establishment of Sanitary Districts (Sukapibans). During the reign of
King Rama V, the royal government had brought some models of ‘Sanitary Board’ from British Empire to suppress the
epidemics. To solve the public health crisis, the government came along with the solution by organising ‘the Sanitary Boards’
(Sukapibans) in Bangkok and rural districts around the kingdom by launching royal decrees during 1897 - 1908 which were
called ‘Municipal-like Rural District Sanitary Board” (Sukapiban huameung klai laksana Municipal). During the reign of King Rama
VI, The government decided to increase the importance of ‘Public Health policy’ over the ‘Municipal-like Rural District Sanitary
Board’ resulting in its fading of municipal-like characteristics and becoming branches of the newly-established Department of
Public Health. In the reign of King Rama VII, the King had determined to install the ‘real’” municipal bodies by upgrading all
‘Sanitary Board’ (Sukapibans) around the kingdom. It led to the process of law-making and the result was the first ‘Act of
Municipality 1930’. However, the draft Act was rejected by The Council of State due to the fear of granting foreigners in the

kingdom too much political power.
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** Michael Youngkin. "HEALTH AND SANITARY CONDITIONS IN VICTORIAN ERA LONDON." from

http://www.michaelyoungkin.com/health-and-sanitary-conditions-in-london/.

% Chris Wilson (w&oe). "The cholera outbreak in a Victorian asylum that anticipated the
coronavirus crisis in care homes." from https://medicalxpress.com/news/wolbo-o&-cholera-
outbreak-victorian-asylum-coronavirus.ntml.
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**Jan Morley (e&&o). "City Chaos, Contagion, Chadwick, and Social Justice." Yale Journal of
Biology and Medicine U7 <o.
Wi oo

"> @ Howard Brody (e&em). "Map-making and myth-making in Broad Street: the London cholera
epidemic, ecde." THE LANCET aUufl edb.

“ Jan Morley (o&&o). "City Chaos, Contagion, Chadwick, and Social Justice." Yale Journal of
Bioloey and Medicine U7 <o.
U o,

™ Jan Morley City Chaos, Contagion, Chadwick, and Social Justice Tu Yale Journal of Biology and
Medicine go (boos) ibid.
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" bid.

” UK Legislation. "Public Health Act exei&." from https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Vict/me-

ane/&&/part/Il/crossheading/constitution-of-districts-and-authorities/enacted?view=plain.

“ UK Legislation. "Local Government Act ecec." from
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Vict/&o-&el/even/contents.
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fvthilis s snnmuarernluamiiesimaiglunsysrenandng (the purpose was
something wider than mere setting up of an organisation to clean the urban areas of
the kingdom.)** wsinszaiufi wfidediluledn 4 udh Sguavazduingeanasngiuves
nsUnATeiasfin uaI R (az-r&e) mued (local self-government) wivszyvy lagax
Junstndulilszansuidniianusuiinveuwismnudunadiouaziiuwnianisdiuiios
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