CHAPTER VI
DISCUSSIONS ON RESEARCH FINDINGS

In this chepter | would like o ciscuss on how the research findings have
learly showed thet e sooial and economic civeloprrent of Karen conTrunities ean
e gpraised by the viork opportunities of Karenyoung ackdts and -~ drts InNGGs
for tre time bang, ad In the futoe tounsm business and regiorel economic
cooperation in tre local arees. | would also like to explore how fomvel rtiary
eclcation hes gfven them enployent opportunties in Such organizatiors and teir
sklllsardkmm aocuired from infonel eclication heve enrenced their work

Ihe research findings would o the hypotheses and
mertotfere&ar%qsﬂm resealdmrdalen) of%qgamcy

The research hes Used ouelitative research methocology, and vies conolcted
from July 2006 to Jaruery 2006 Feld cbta ad informetion ere meirly sooured
fromkey informvants. Docurvets and reports of goverment agencies, United Nations
80PCleS ard nonvemTeNE organizatiors iere Lsad to explore issues related to the
researth question Related conference papers; books and acacknic researth pepers
V\eﬂrqe alsn s arfo{gtfmeﬂcal ﬁrdorhr}% a Iiteratoe re\nev\smFoas gapdﬁ%ﬁsﬁ%s
Wth prinery ardl secorcery OB tiapetory OCsEnVairs n
Karen illagers, ardl fomdl ard informel interviens with NGGs taffs, wil
ecinistration staffs, foreign missionaries; famers, Karen  cknis and young
Were conclcted & rmethods of inforvation anol cita collection

6.1  Social and Economic Development

Tre ressarch hes — clied the Iivelihoods and economic stations of Thar-

Karen people who are iving in'the borcer cistricts of Tak province. AS regarcs o tre
owerall station of sooial ard economic ceveloprent it fes been founckd thet trere
e economic Cispartties amony Karen communities in the borcer distrits. Tre
ofkam people fiving Inthe borckr cistnis of Tak provinge heve relied on

ci nﬁl culteal g for their subsistence economc welloeing Tre
ling (highlancers) I@rasvdnobruwmormuﬁrdapeoeof
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famrand prectice swicken or rotatiordl faming, wheress te plainclalers
(Iowlancers) who aan a piece of farmrand o imgeted agyicuitLral faming in trair
peckly fielck. Karen famvers with or without asrall piece of land heve to cb rotstiondl
farmng, afthouch it is pronioted by the govermvent, for their foodl securty. Being
%relylrgmcrqts mmwttosmmetoddamemmfor
m?amsthe poorest in the communities. My youry
peoalefmpoorfanhes Jobless farmers rave gore to cities for ajob. Bang
unskilled! the Karen laborers with low peicl joks inthe cities or Lroen arees can eam
foraliving, lout their remttance to Support treir famlies beck hone IS ineyudar,

Karen famers who oan enouch famriand for their householc can besically
Imorove thelr econonic situetion by having a higher orop proclcion. Sorre famlies
V\mgmg%ry mﬂar\nlla%cawgdeah\nrgaﬂmpueﬂﬂrmmc
Situation in nongovenrental organization or

_ zanon e Sure eaning for %‘er houserold

corsunpations anolt e sae e heve imoroved trefr econonic statts. With trair

eamings he or ste will ke e o suport the schooling of thair siblings and will also

e ale to continue treir eclcation 0 a higher level. These grous can steadly
Improve theirr sooial anolecononic viefleing

A well-off Karen farmly can gererate eamings from their big famencs or
sl orrredunbmressertem&stfﬁarebasedmfanmgorfamrelated
acﬂvltles in tre local aea They can aso eke profits from their business ard

mprowve et social ard economic stztts. They can send trair chiloren to University
orGoII%e Bagkok or otfer places in Tratland, Very few Karen famlies can ke
senintnis group. Sometimes they heve cescanced fromwel-off famlies

6.2  Dilemmas to the Economic Development

The borcer cistricts are mostly coveredlwith forests, perks and highland. Trere
hes been a shortage of famiancs for the commrunities who ostly relrmfam
EcLcation levels and job-refatedl knowlecke ardl vocationel skills are low To
higher eclcation & University or College level is expensive for Karen sins and
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there hes been a lack of supports for tertiary edlication pursuts of The-Karen
stuoents. The scttered commrunities ive in reote arees, and there is a laok of

Ic services for the locel comunties. These are the profound buriers to
tre sooial and economic ceveloprrent of Thai-Karen conrunties in the borcer
clistricts of Tek provinee

6.3  Hypothetical Reviews

The ressarch hes hypothesized e, first of ll, tertiary eclcation of Karen
Sucerts provicks viork opportunities in NGGs, ard for the provision of tourism
business ard regjonel econonic cooperation projects in the local cistricts. Secondly
thair infomvel ecLcation such & Erglish lanouece and local dialects proficiencies
from apprerticeships andl cocupetional trainings, enhences their viork apportnities
And lastly the soctal and econoic ceveloprent of Karen people can e appraised in
tems of opportnities of Karen young ecuit Stuceris tonars edlication ard vorks
These assupotions will e explored and provice evicence & follovs,

6.3.1 Formal Education

Kamyang CBriS pUrsLe thelr prinary ard eclcation & schools
in trar village o rearty willage or sbdisnct Trey leam Thel languecg
etheTBics, georaphy ad history, e, For tertiary eclcation they can sty &
higfer ecLcation iettotors uch Rajacret Unnversity or Vocationdl Training
College In Ve St Some: Karen intervienees working InNGCs - cled a other
Unnersities In Thailand, sch & Unnersity, Saeng Tham College or
IGT}iBergHHmversnyetc Tre resarch findings have highlighted thet with a

edmﬂmtfel@:mwj%aiﬁsraefwﬂ J0bs in nongovermnental
organzanms As sated in researon rgidr%s the NGCs such s Z0A
Netherdancs, Corsortium Thalland, Shokdo Vblania Feaearm Unit and Taven
Orrsess Peae Service, have enployed 80 %0 or nore Karen staffs in their
workforce Itr‘asﬂﬂ*efu"eadm/\leogedtmmmws of a fomdl tertiary
eckcation of Karen youny aclit stucknts provicks work opportunities In NGGs, and



tre provision of work opportun ties in tourism business and regioral econommic
oooperation projects, inthe local citricts

6.3.2 Informal Education

~ Karenyoung ackdt  cknts ave crences to leam English languece skill, and
Joo-related skills and knowleckye from trainings andl worksiops organised by NGCs
traaremml]forreﬁx]pes, migrart workers and Karen willages in borcer cistricts
They can also feam English langege speakang from the foreign missionaries. (The
inforel eckcation mears MWW these skills from trainings or viorkshos,
outsick thair classroons of govermmment schooks). These skils and knonlece have
iven theman achentace of cetting ajob in NGCS. 1t can e tested by the results of
research firdings tet NGOs such as Z0ANetherlancs, Consortium Thailand, Shoklo
Milaria Research Unit and Taiven Oversees Peace Service have arourd 80 %00
more Karen Staffs % hwirg Bnglin languece: skills, joo-refated skills ardl
kowlecke ard skills of local calects heve boosted their viork apportunties inNGCs
Therefore tre suggested hypothesis on informvel eclication, thet infonel edlication
uh & Engish languee and maregevent skills ad local clialects from
apprenticeship and oocupationel training enhences their work opportunties, ean ke
recognized by this sy

6.3.3 Interrelationship of Education, Work Opportunities and Economic
Development

The research hes acknowlecked te inferrelatiorsip between eclication, work
opporturty and economic cevelopent of Thei-Karen conrunities, | meers tret
trair eclcation will provice work opportunities for Karen young aclit — cents and
trar eamings will finelly enoourece their sooial and economic: cRvelopert
Trerefore ths ressarcn have found tret the achieverrents of Karen young aclit
sugns for fomel tertiary eolcation and inforrml eclcation sch & Bglish
larguece and rarecenent saills and local didlects from apprenticeship aro
oocupationsl trainings, reve aktogether strengthered thair vork opportunties innon-
oovermTent orgenizatiors. Since the area fes nueroLs tounst atiractions suoh &




rdud parks wildlife sactuaries andl famows waterfalls, they will also oreete
enployrents in tounsm business. There are regjonel economic cooperation projects
which will also offer work opportunties of Karen yourg eclit sucknts. These entire
sttations Wil open Up work: opportnties for Karen yourg aclit sucents ard
enourage Social arcleconomic civeloprent of their commrunties,

6.4 Conclusion

The sty can therefore e theorized thet the attainment of Karen young eckit
Sucrts for fonel fevtiry eclication & govermiTent eclcation institutions SLch &
Rajetret Unnersity, Vecationel Training College or ary ather Unnersity in Traland
together with inforrmal eclcation, informl in the sense et StLcknts leam it from
outsick school, such as English languece skills anolocal clalects fromapprenticeships
70 el T, e rrgpeee anzans (CO)
enhance their work opportuinities in NGOs and for e provision of toursm usiness
and regjonel economic cooperation projects in local area These kings of ivelihoods
provice (etter eamings for Karen young aclit — cenis, which lead to sooid aro
econonic civelopent of their conmunties. Therefore the research findings rave
proved tret fonel and infonel eclcation of Karenyoung aclit - s are tools for
ggrmkqxpmnuﬁ aul it is also a peth o sooidl and economic ckvelopent of

I comuniies

6.5  Suggestions

The  dly dleary provices an insight to the proolens conceming sociel and
econonic cisparnties in the borcer cistricts of Tak provinge, and also to tre ercships
ardl livelihood of the Trai-Karen people. As stated earlier there are infermationdl non:

mivental orgpnizatiors (NGC) and cherity organizations (missioneries) Which
oolleoratec with local overmvent agecies ard taken infiatives (projects ard

) on sociel servioes and eclcation cevelopent of Trakaren GBS in

the Dorckr cistnict of Tak province. These prograns shall (e improved and extenced
to more reote villages, and the govermrent shell also put more efforts on inproving
sonool faolities o the neecs of locdl  cenis for their prinary and seconcry
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ecLcation Edmimgatsﬁraﬁalvxeaversforsdndfeesardsdﬂarshmdﬂl
e given to the needly Keren young ackit tucents in orckr o purse trair - dies &
Rojetret University or Vecetional Training College in Ve Sot clstrict, or ary olrer
University in Thaland

To prevent forest encroechnents by Thai-Karen people ard for el
[ESOUCe Conservetion, enployment opportunties should (e oreated o eneble
actitiorel incorres of Thai-Karen communities, rather then heving them heaaly
relying on faming Sooial ard heeth Services are the necessary besic neecs of renoke
vl Satered communities © oomat ciseesss.  Infrastructoe shell inproe
conmunication and economic activities. Not only polloes aul progans ae
IrtrooLced for poverty alleviation, fut follow up [roper inplenentation
IS cruoial to the Suooess of ceveloprent prograns in ﬂalkamommntles

Trei-Karen  cnts in the borcer cistricts can purste fomvel eclcation &
oovermmment schools or private Schools (Catholic ssooncry schools such s & Josgn
Shool in Ve Ramet and Pattara Wittaya. School ml\/beSﬂt)ardm
University and \ocational Training College in Vee Sot. They shell ke giveni
gddmnmm;asEnglzlesgl Wmmwasﬂls trainings

7atiors
S e
| of enefits for enploymert opportunites

mcbrdstnds Havng formrl and informl eclcation will open p

opportunity o Trai-Karen chﬁadattremmrtwllteamﬂw
fortfﬂrsoualardemmcobvelopmt

6.6  Limitations

Tre  dyissofar qualitatne; therefore the fincings can not ke specified for
aery single population n tre whole borcer ares. The area 1S too wice and
populatiors are scattered. A further stuoy snould be condlted] aming e a nore
quartitive oy with statistical cocurrertations
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