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In Octoher 2004, State Peace and Development Council of Myanmar sacked then
Prime Minister Khin Nyunt, who had led Military Intelligence, the core intelligence
apparatus of Myanmar’s Armed Forces (the Tatmadaw) for two decades. SPDC
explained that Khin Nyunt and Military Intelligence were involved in bribery and
corruption, their economic undertakings were illegal and that they were abusing their
power. The sacking of Khin Nyunt, often perceived as “one ofthe most powerful
generals”, surprised many outside observers.

The focus of the thesis is power dynamics within the Tatmadaw. It attempts to
analyse different aspects of power of Khin Nyunt and Military Intelligence including
military, political, social and economic, and information and its power relations with the
the Tamadaw. The research finds that Khin Nyunt and Military Intelligence were
militarily weak in comparison to the rest ofthe Tatmadaw. However, Khin Nyunt
acquired new power base with the former foes or potential threats such as the armed
ethnic groups, political parties, neighbouring countries such as Thailand and the
international community through his skills of negotiation.

The delegated authority to Khin Nyunt by SPDC required Military Intelligence act
as a government within the government, formulating and forcefully implementing
policies that affect the civilian society. The sphere of influence hecame increasingly
wide, from the monetary and economic matters to social, health, education issues and to
Information Technology. As their tasks expanded, Military Intelligence overestimated
their power within the military and became abusive.

The research findings suggest that the new power of Khin Nyunt and Military
Intelligence expanded rapidly, challenging the status quo ofthe entrenchment of the
Tatamadaw in the political and economic fabrication of the country. Through media,
Military Intelligence presented the image and values different to the Tatmadaw, posing
a value threat. The Tatmadaw drew a conclusion to forcefully intervene to terminate
Military Intelligence. The thesis concludes that the power Khin Nyunt acquired over the
years became sources of weakness for Military Intelligence.
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NOTES

On Names and Terms - Country, Geography, Party and People

The author has chosen to use both terms “Burma” and “Myanmar” as the name of
the country in the thesis. In 1989, the military government ofthe Union of Burma
changed the name of the country to the Union of Myanmar. Concurrently, the military
changed many of the geographic names used in English to conform to indigenous
spelling. The author acknowledges the fact that the usage ofthe new terms are refused
by the opposition camp as illegitimate and that there is dispute over the uses of either
“Burma” or “Myanmar”. In this thesis “Myanmar” is used specifically for the period
since the military coup of 1988, because it focuses on the military, the centre of the
dispute. The thesis is about the military regime that governs the country, the name of
which was changed through a non-democratic process. “Burma” is applied to the rest of
the country’s history. Either term is not changed by the author, if it is in a direct quote
from a publication or an interview. The thesis also uses the geographical names revised
by the military, which will appear in the military context as the names of military
divisions, such as Yangon (Rangoon) and Bagan (Pagan).

The military government rejects the use of the term “opposition” in reference to
the National League for Democracy (NLD). It notes that “the NLD is constantly and
erroneously referred to as an opposition party. In fact, the Government of Myanmar
does not regard NLD or any other nine legally existing parties as opposition parties
since the Government regards itselfnot as a political party but a transitional
government.” THowever, NLD will be referred to as the opposition in this paper, due to
its opposition stance to the present military government.

The Burmese have no family names. They usually consist of one to our syllables,
and it is important to state the whole combination to identify a character.

1Government Information Sheet, NO. B-I 173(1) (Yangon, Myanmar, 6 December 1999) cited by

DaV|d Stemberg inBurm a: The State ofMyanmar, pX”



X1l

On the Tatmadaw and Military Intelligence and military ranks

The armed forces of the Union of Myanmar are called the Tatmadaw in Myanmar
language. This term appears frequently as a reference to the “armed forces of Myanmar”,
As for the name ofthe organization which was under Khin Nyunt’s command and was
dismantled after Khin Nyunt was detained in October 2004, the author has chosen to use
the term “Military Intelligence”. The author acknowledges the fact that the two
important parts which formed the core of Military Intelligence were Office of Strategic
Studies (0SS) and Directorate of Defence Services Intelligence (DDSI) until 2001. In
2001 the two components merged as Defence Services Intelligence Bureau (DSIB).
Regardless of these official names of each component, Military Intelligence was the
umbrella term used within the military and the public. For the civilians, “M 17, short for
Military Intelligence, was the symbolic term for the most feared and detested
organization within the military. The author also acknowledges that the military
intelligence apparatus or what is going to emerge as the military intelligence apparatus
exists in Myanmar. But it will be in a totally different form which is yet to be seen.
Titles of military ranks are normally eliminated after first usage; otherwise they are
abbreviated as indicated in Abbreviations.



ACMECS
AFP
AOL
AP
APEC
ASEAN
BBC
BCP
Brig.
BSI
BSO
BSPP
CIA
CID
Col.
DDSI
EU
FEER
Gen.
HQ
HUMINT
ISP
IT
KDA
K10
KNG
Lt.
Maj.
M
MIS
MPT

MTA
NIB
NLD
NMSP
0SS
SLORC
SPDC
SSA
UMEC
UMEH
UN
VSAT

ABBREVIATIONS

Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation
Agence France Presse

America On Line

Associated Press

Asia- Pacific Economic Cooperation
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
British Broadcasting Corporation

Burma Communist Party

Brigadier

Bureau of Special Investigations

Bureau of Special Operations

Burma Socialist Programme Party

Central Intelligence Agency

Criminal Investigation Department
Colonel

Directorate of Defence Services Intelligence
European Union

Far Eastern Economic Review

General

Headquarters

human intelligence

Internet Service Provider

Information Technology

Kachin Defence Army

Kachin Independence Organization

Kayan National Guard

Lieutenant

Major

Military Intelligence

Military Intelligence Service

Ministry of Post and Telecommunications Department
(Ministiy of Communications, Posts and Telegraphs)
Mong Tai Army

National Intelligence Bureau
National League for Democracy

New Mon State Party

Office of Strategic Studies

State Law and Order Restoration Council
State Peace and Development Council
Shan State Army

Union of Myanmar Economic Corporation
Union of Myanmar Economic Holdings
United Nations

very small aperture terminal
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