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In  O c to b e r  2 0 0 4 , S ta te  P eace  an d  D e v e lo p m e n t C o u n c il o f  M y a n m a r sack ed  th en  
P rim e  M in is te r  K h in  N y u n t, w h o  h ad  led  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e , th e  co re  in te llig en ce  
ap p ara tu s  o f  M y a n m a r’s A rm e d  F o rces  (the  T atm adaw ) fo r  tw o  d ecad es . S P D C  
ex p la in ed  th a t  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w ere  in v o lv e d  in  b rib e ry  and  
co rru p tio n , th e ir  e c o n o m ic  u n d e rtak in g s  w ere  illeg a l an d  th a t th e y  w e re  ab u s in g  th e ir  
p o w er. T h e  sa c k in g  o f  K h in  N y u n t, o ften  p e rc e iv e d  as  “ o n e  o f  th e  m o s t p o w erfu l 
g e n e ra ls” , su rp r ise d  m a n y  o u ts id e  o b serv ers .

T h e  fo cu s o f  th e  th e s is  is p o w e r d y n am ics  w ith in  th e  T atm adaw . It a tte m p ts  to  
an a ly se  d iffe re n t a sp e c ts  o f  p o w e r o f  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  in c lu d in g  
m ilita ry , p o litic a l, so c ia l an d  eco n o m ic , and  in fo rm a tio n  an d  its  p o w e r  re la tio n s  w ith  the  
th e  T am adaw . T h e  re se a rc h  fin d s  th a t K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  w ere  
m ilita rily  w e a k  in  c o m p a riso n  to  th e  re s t o f  th e  T atm adaw . H o w e v e r, K h in  N y u n t 
acq u ired  n e w  p o w e r b a se  w ith  th e  fo rm er foes o r  p o te n tia l th re a ts  su ch  as th e  a rm ed  
e th n ic  g ro u p s , p o litic a l p a rtie s , n e ig h b o u rin g  c o u n trie s  su ch  as T h a ila n d  an d  the  
in te rn a tio n a l c o m m u n ity  th ro u g h  h is sk ills  o f  n eg o tia tio n .

T h e  d e le g a te d  a u th o rity  to  K h in  N y u n t b y  S P D C  re q u ire d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  ac t 
as a  g o v e rn m e n t w ith in  th e  g o v e rn m en t, fo rm u la tin g  an d  fo rc e fu lly  im p lem en tin g  
p o lic ie s  th a t a ffe c t th e  c iv ilia n  so c ie ty . T h e  sp h ere  o f  in flu en ce  b e c a m e  in c rea s in g ly  
w id e , fro m  th e  m o n e ta ry  an d  eco n o m ic  m a tte rs  to  so c ia l, h ea lth , e d u c a tio n  issu es  an d  to  
In fo rm a tio n  T ec h n o lo g y . A s th e ir  ta sk s  ex p an d ed , M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  o v e re s tim a ted  
th e ir  p o w e r w ith in  th e  m ilita ry  an d  b ecam e  ab u siv e .

T h e  re se a rc h  fin d in g s  su g g es t th a t th e  n e w  p o w e r o f  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce  e x p a n d e d  ra p id ly , ch a lle n g in g  th e  s ta tu s  q u o  o f  th e  e n tre n c h m e n t o f  the  
T atam adaw  in  th e  p o litic a l an d  eco n o m ic  fab rica tio n  o f  th e  co u n try . T h ro u g h  m ed ia , 
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  p re se n te d  th e  im ag e  an d  v a lu e s  d iffe re n t to  th e  T atm adaw , p o sin g  
a v a lu e  th rea t. T h e  T atm adaw  d re w  a  c o n c lu s io n  to  fo rce fu lly  in te rv en e  to  te rm in a te  
M ilita ry  In te llig en ce . T h e  th e s is  co n c lu d es  th a t th e  p o w e r K h in  N y u n t a c q u ire d  o v e r the  
y ears  b ecam e  so u rce s  o f  w ea k n e ss  fo r M ilita ry  In te llig en ce .

A cad em ic  Y e a r  2005
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NOTES

On Names and Terms -  Country, Geography, Party and People

T h e  a u th o r  h as  c h o se n  to  u se  b o th  te rm s “B u rm a ” an d  “ M y a n m a r” as th e  n am e  o f  
th e  co u n try  in  th e  th e s is . In  1989, th e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m e n t o f  th e  U n io n  o f  B u rm a  
c h an g ed  th e  n am e  o f  th e  co u n try  to  th e  U n io n  o f  M y an m ar. C o n c u rre n tly , th e  m ilita ry  
c h an g ed  m a n y  o f  th e  g eo g rap h ic  n am es u sed  in  E n g lish  to  co n fo rm  to  in d ig en o u s 
sp e llin g . T h e  a u th o r  a c k n o w le d g e s  th e  fac t th a t th e  u sag e  o f  th e  n e w  te rm s are  re fu sed  
by  th e  o p p o s itio n  cam p  as illeg itim a te  an d  th a t th e re  is d isp u te  o v e r  th e  u ses  o f  e ith e r 
“ B u rm a ” o r “ M y a n m a r” . In  th is  th e s is  “M y a n m a r” is u sed  sp e c if ic a lly  fo r  th e  p e rio d  
sin ce  th e  m ilita ry  co u p  o f  1988, b ecau se  it fo cu ses  o n  th e  m ilita ry , th e  cen tre  o f  the  
d isp u te . T h e  th e s is  is ab o u t th e  m ilita ry  reg im e  th a t g o v ern s  th e  c o u n try , th e  n am e o f  
w h ic h  w as ch a n g e d  th ro u g h  a  n o n -d e m o c ra tic  p ro cess . “ B u rm a ” is a p p lie d  to  th e  re s t o f  
th e  c o u n try ’s h is to ry . E ith e r  te rm  is n o t ch a n g e d  by  th e  au th o r, i f  it is in  a  d irec t q uo te  
fro m  a  p u b lic a tio n  o r an  in te rv iew . T h e  th e s is  a lso  u ses  th e  g e o g ra p h ic a l n am es  rev ised  
by  th e  m ilita ry , w h ic h  w ill ap p e a r in  th e  m ilita ry  co n te x t as th e  n am es  o f  m ilita ry  
d iv is io n s , su ch  as  Y a n g o n  (R an g o o n ) an d  B a g a n  (P ag an ).

T h e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m e n t re jec ts  th e  u se  o f  th e  te rm  “ o p p o s itio n ” in  re fe ren ce  to  
th e  N a tio n a l L eag u e  fo r  D e m o c ra c y  (N L D ). It n o tes  th a t “ th e  N L D  is c o n s ta n tly  and  
e rro n e o u s ly  re fe rre d  to  as an  o p p o s itio n  p arty . In  fac t, th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  M y an m ar 
does n o t re g a rd  N L D  o r an y  o th e r n in e  leg a lly  ex is tin g  p a rtie s  as o p p o s itio n  p a rtie s  
sin ce  th e  G o v e rn m e n t reg a rd s  i ts e lf  n o t as a  p o litic a l p a rty  b u t a  tra n s itio n a l 
g o v e rn m e n t.” 1 H o w e v e r , N L D  w ill be  re fe rred  to  as th e  o p p o s itio n  in  th is  paper, due  to  
its  o p p o s itio n  s tan ce  to  th e  p re se n t m ilita ry  g o v ern m en t.

T h e  B u rm e se  h av e  no  fam ily  n am es. T h ey  u su a lly  c o n s is t o f  o n e  to  o u r sy llab les , 
an d  it is im p o rta n t to  sta te  th e  w h o le  co m b in a tio n  to  id en tify  a  ch a rac te r.

1 G o v ern m en t In fo rm atio n  S heet, N O . B -l 173(1) (Y angon, M yanm ar, 6 D ecem b er 1999) cited  by 
D avid S te inberg  in B u r m a :  T h e  S t a t e  o f  M y a n m a r ,  p xii
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On the Tatmadaw and Military Intelligence and military ranks

T h e  a rm e d  fo rce s  o f  th e  U n io n  o f  M y a n m a r are  c a lled  th e  T atm adaw  in  M y an m ar 
lan g u ag e . T h is  te rm  a p p ea rs  f re q u e n tly  as a  re fe ren ce  to  th e  “a rm e d  fo rce s  o f  M y a n m a r” . 
A s fo r th e  n a m e  o f  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  w h ic h  w as u n d e r K h in  N y u n t’s c o m m a n d  an d  w as 
d ism a n tle d  a f te r  K h in  N y u n t w as d e ta in ed  in  O c to b e r 2 0 0 4 , th e  a u th o r  h a s  c h o sen  to  use  
the  te rm  “M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e ” . T he a u th o r  ack n o w led g es  th e  fac t th a t th e  tw o  
im p o rtan t p a rts  w h ic h  fo rm e d  th e  co re  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w e re  O ffice  o f  S tra teg ic  
S tu d ies (O S S ) an d  D ire c to ra te  o f  D e fen ce  S e rv ices  In te llig en ce  (D D S I) u n til 2 001 . In 
2001 th e  tw o  c o m p o n e n ts  m e rg e d  as D e fen ce  S e rv ice s  In te llig e n c e  B u re a u  (D S IB ). 
R e g a rd le ss  o f  th e se  o ffic ia l n am es o f  each  co m p o n en t, M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  w as th e  
u m b re lla  te rm  u se d  w ith in  th e  m ilita ry  and  th e  p u b lic . F o r th e  c iv ilia n s , “ M I” , sh o rt fo r 
M ilita ry  In te llig en ce , w a s  th e  sy m b o lic  te rm  fo r th e  m o st fe a re d  an d  d e te s ted  
o rg a n iz a tio n  w ith in  th e  m ilita ry . T h e  a u th o r a lso  a c k n o w le d g e s  th a t th e  m ilita ry  
in te llig en ce  a p p a ra tu s  o r w h a t is g o in g  to  em erg e  as th e  m ilita ry  in te llig e n c e  ap p ara tu s  
ex is ts  in  M y an m ar. B u t it w ill be  in  a  to ta lly  d iffe re n t fo rm  w h ic h  is y e t to  be  seen.
T itle s  o f  m ilita ry  ran k s  are  n o rm a lly  e lim in a ted  a fte r  f irs t u sag e ; o th e rw ise  th ey  are 
a b b rev ia ted  as in d ic a te d  in  A b b rev ia tio n s .
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