
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 T h e  fall o f  K h in  N y u n t a n d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce : th e  A n n o u n c e m e n t

This thesis focuses on the fall of Khin Nyunt, who was the former Prime Minister 
of Union of Myanmar and Chief of Military Intelligence of Myanmar’s Armed Forces, 
the Tatm adaw  until 2004, and Military Intelligence under his leadership which lasted 
for two decades from 1984 to 2004.

On the night of 19 October 2004, Myanmar’s national television, MRTV briefly 
announced that Prime Minister Khin Nyunt was “permitted to retire for health reasons”. 
Rumours had been circling since the morning. Of that day, six hours before, the 
Spokesman for the Prime Minister of Thailand had oddly broken news at a press 
conference held at the Thai- Myanmar border town of Mae Sot, where a mobile cabinet 
meeting was held, that the Thai government confirmed that Prime Minister Khin Nyunt 
was arrested on corruption charge and put under house arrest. 1

On 24 October, General Thura Shwe Mann2 , member of Myanmar’s top 
collective decision making body, the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) and 
Lieutenant General Soe Win3, the newly-appointed Prime Minister, made a briefing on 
MRTV regarding Khin Nyunt. According to their explanation, the military government 
uncovered large scale and systematic corruption involving Military Intelligence, 
originating at China border involving a border area immigration supervisory body 
comprising military intelligence and other officials. Despite repeated instructions from 
the Head of State, Senior General Than Shwe that ministries must not engage with 
economic activities, Khin Nyunt had ignored the instructions. When Than Shwe 
declared to Khin Nyunt that it would not be proper for Khin Nyunt to hold the positions

1 Press conference by Government Spokesman Jakkrapob Penkhair of Thailand, 19 October 2004.
: Thura Shwe Mann is Joint C hief of Staff and the third-ranked in the military as of April 2006.
3 Soe Win was former Secretary One of SPD C, who succeeded Khin Nyunt when he was 

appointed as Prime Minister in August 2003 and now Prime Minister.
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o f  P rim e  M in is te r  an d  C h ie f  o f  In te llig en ce  c o n cu rren tly , an d  th a t th e  n e w  In te llig en ce  
C h ie f  w o u ld  be  a p p o in te d , K h in  N y u n t o rd e red  h is  s ta f f  to  g a th e r in te llig e n c e  w ith in  the 
m ilita ry . T h is  “p o se d  a  se rio u s  th re a t to  th e  n a tio n ” .4

T h e  b r ie f in g  h ad  fo u r  m a in  p o in ts : F irs t, K h in  N y u n t d id  n o t o b e y  m ilita ry  ru le , 
w h ich  co u ld  h av e  led  to  “ d is in te g ra tio n  o f  the  m ilita ry ” ; “F irs tly  h e  v io la te d  T atm adaw  
(a rm ed  fo rce s)  d isc ip lin e  by  h is  in su b o rd in a tio n . It is o f  th e  u tm o s t im p o rtan ce  for 
T atm adaw -m en  to  fo llo w  o rd e rs : th e  o rd e rs  from  su p e rio rs  m u s t be  o b e y e d  an d  ca rried  
o u t w ith o u t fa il. “  5

S eco n d , M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w as in v o lv ed  w ith  illeg a l e c o n o m ic  ac tiv itie s ; 
“M in is tr ie s  sh o u ld  n o t se t up  eco n o m ic  v en tu re s  to  ra ise  fu n d s , g iv in g  w e lfa re  as an
ex cu se . D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 3 , he (T h an  S h w e) gav e  in s tru c tio n s  t h a t ...... a ll e co n o m ic
u n d e rta k in g s  w e re  to  cease  b y  31 -3 -2 0 0 4 . S o m e o f  th e se  e n te rp r ise s  w e re  to  be h an d ed  
o v e r to  th e  M in is tr ie s  co n ce rn ed . I f  th e  en te rp rise s  co u ld  n o t be  tra n s fe rre d  th en  th ey
w ere  to  be  a b o lis h e d .......... W e lea rn t th a t G en era l K h in  N y u n t w a s  d e e p ly  ag g riev ed  by
th e  d irec tiv e . “ 6

T h ird , i t  a lle g e d  c ro n y ism ; “ H e (K h in  N y u n t)  c o m m itte d  c e r ta in  ac ts  w h ich  are 
n o t legal an d  h is  fam ily  is in v o lv ed  in  b rib ery  an d  c o rru p tio n .”

F o u rth , S P D C  a d m itte d  th a t M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w as b e c o m in g  to o  in flu en tia l in 
m an y  sp h e re s ; T h e  a c tio n  w as ta k e n  “ to  d e te r  b rib e ry , c o rru p tio n  a n d  in flu en ce  by  
im p ro p e r w ay s  an d  in tim id a tio n  by  he S ta te  se rv ice  p e rso n n e l.”  T h u ra  S h w e  M an n  
ex p la in ed  th a t  th e  m ilita ry  to o k  th e  ac tio n  in  o rd e r to  co n fin e  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  
S erv ice  w ith in  its  re sp o n s ib ilit ie s  an d  n o t be in flu en c in g  o u ts id e  its b o u n d a r ie s .7 O n  
th e se  ch a rg es , K h in  N y u n t w h o  led  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  fo r tw e n ty  y ea rs  w as  d ism issed  
fro m  th e  p o s t  an d  d e ta in ed . T h e  en tire  p e rso n n e l o f  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  w ere  fo rced  to  
re tire , i f  n o t a rre s te d  an d  tr ied , b y  D e c e m b e r 2004 .

4 “C o m p le te  E xp lana tion  on the  D evelopm ents  in the C o u n try  g iven  by G en. T h u ra  Shw e M ann, 
m em ber o f  the  S tate Peace  and D evelo pm en t C ouncil and  L t G en .S o e  W in, P rim e M in is te r at Z ey ar T hiri 
H all on O cto be r 24 2004  and E xp lana tion  by S ec re ta ry -1 Lt. G en. T h e in  S ein  on O cto b e r 22 2 0 04 ” , as 
supp lem en t to  t h e  N e w  L i g h t  o f  M y a n m a r  on 25 O cto ber 2004. p6

* Ib id ., p3
‘ Ib id ., p4-5
7 Ib id ., p 15
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1.2 Perception Gap - Central Question

M an y  w ere  ta k e n  o ff-g u a rd  by  th e  new s. T h ere  h a d  lo n g  b e e n  sp ecu la tio n s  ab o u t 
th e  te n u o u s  p o w e r  b a la n c e  in  th e  to p  lead e rsh ip  o f  th e  m ilita ry , n a m e ly  T h a n  S hw e, the 
h ig h e s t ra n k e d  an d  th e  o n ly  S e n io r G en era l in  th e  m ilita ry , an d  M a u n g  A y e , th e  seco n d  
h ig h e s t ra n k e d  g en e ra l, V ice  C h a irm an  o f  S P D C  an d  C o m m a n d e r  in  C h ie f  o f  th e  A rm y , 
an d  K h in  N y u n t. O b se rv e rs  h ad  a lso  sp ecu la ted  ab o u t th e  p e rso n a l r iv a lr ie s  b e tw een  
M au n g  A y e  a n d  K h in  N y u n t. In d iv id u a l m em b ers  o f  th e  S P D C  h av e  b e e n  ch a rac te rised  
by  o b se rv e rs  as e ith e r  “ m o d e ra te s” (rep o rted ly  led  b y  K h in  N y u n t)  o r  “h a rd lin e rs”
( T h an  S hw e o r M a u n g  A y e), an d  h e ld  acco u n tab le  fo r p e rc e iv e d  sh ifts  in  th e  re g im e ’s 
p o lic ie s , as A n d re w  S e lth  p o in te d  o u t . 8

D esp ite  th e  sp e c u la tio n s , no  one  h ad  p re d ic te d  th e  sack in g  o f  K h in  N y u n t an d  the 
d ism a n tlin g  th e  en tire  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce . O n  th e  co n tra ry , a  w id e ly  sh a red  v iew  w as 
th a t th e  m ilita ry  le a d e rsh ip  w o u ld  s tick  to g e th e r fo r th e  fo re se e ab le  fu tu re . D av id  
S te in b e rg  w ro te  in  2 0 0 1 , “ a lth o u g h  th e re  h ad  b een  ru m o u rs  o f  p e rso n a l riv a lr ie s  
b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  m e n  (K h in  N y u n t an d  M au n g  A y e), few  w ere  p re d ic tin g  an  o v e rt sp lit, 
a t le a s t in  th e  n e a r  te rm . T h e  ru lin g  e lite  o f  th e  T atm adaw  is h e ld  to g e th e r  b ecau se  the  
m em b ers  s till re c o g n iz e d  th a t th ey  n e e d  each  o th e r .” 9 S e lth , c itin g  a  Tim e  jo u rn a lis t,  
s ta ted ; “ M u c h  h as  b e e n  m ad e  o f  th e  a p p a re n t r iv a lry  b e tw e e n  K y in  N y u n t an d  M au n g  
A y e , b u t n e ith e r  a re  lik e ly  to  risk - o r p e rm itte d  to  r isk  -  a  se rio u s  fra c tu re  in  th e  a rm ed  
fo rces  s im p ly  to  g a in  th e  to p  p o s itio n  (o f  T h an  S h w e).” 10 S e lth  a lso  sa id ; “T he bon d s 
th a t tie  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  reg im e  to g e th e r  a re  c u rre n tly  s tro n g e r  th a n  th e  issu es  w h ich  
d iv id e  th e m .” 11 M a ry  p . C a lla h a n  w a rn e d  in  1999 th a t th e re  w e re  in  fac t c rack s  in  the 
ta tm a d a w  ed if ic e , th e  m o s t se rio u s  o f  w h ich  w ere  “ th e  c e n tre -p e r ip h e ry  d isp u te s  
b e tw een  reg io n a l co m m a n d e rs  an d  th e  ju n ta  an d  in te rg e n e ra tio n a l te n s io n s” . 12 B u t th a t 
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  u n d e r  K h in  N y u n t co m p le m e n te d  S P D C  w h ic h  h a d  fa ile d  to  
im p le m e n t p o lic ie s  o f  “ a d  h o c  n a tu re ” , b y  co n so lid a tin g  c o o rd in a tin g  au th o rity .

8 A n d rew  Selth , B u r m a  ' ร  A r m e d  F o r c e s :  P o w e r  w i t h o u t  G l o r y , p263
9 D avid  S te inberg , B u r m a  . T h e  S t a t e  o f  M y a n m a r ,  p76
10 S elth  c iting  R o b ert H orn , ‘T w o to T an g le ’, T i m e ,  18 D ec 20 00  in B u r m a  ’ร  A r m e d  F o r c e s ,  p262,
11 Selth , B u r m a  ’ร  A r m e d  F o r c e s ,  p268
12 M ary  p  C allhan , ‘Ju n ta  D ream s o r N igh tm ares?  O b serv a tio n s o f  B u rm a 's  M ilita ry  S ince 1988’ 

B u l l e t i n  o f  C o n c e r n e d  A s i a n  S c h o l a r s ,  V ol. 31, 1999, p57
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T h ese  v ie w s  s to o d  in  re m a rk a b le  co n trad ic tio n s  to  ac tu a l e v en ts  o f  O c to b e r 2004 . 
A lso  th e  w id e ly  sh a re d  p e rc e p tio n  o f  p o w e r K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  he ld  
co n tra d ic te d  to  th e  rea lity . K h in  N y u n t h ad  o ften  b een  d e sc r ib e d  as “o n e  o f  th e  m o st 
p o w e rfu l” g e n e ra ls  13 in  th e  m ilita ry  g o v ern m en t. M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  h a d  “ev o lv ed  
in to  an  o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t  w as  c re d ite d  w ith  n ea r o m n ip o te n c e  in  B u rm a ’s p o litic a l 
re a lm .” 14 H o w e v e r , K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  fe ll su d d e n ly  an d  easily , 
w ith  no  rep o rts  o f  a c tiv e  re s is tan ce  o r b lo o d sh ed . S ince  th en , a tte m p ts  h av e  b een  m ade 
to  e x p la in  th e  rea so n s  fo r th e  d em ise  o f  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce .

In itia lly , th e re  w e re  tw o  lead in g  ex p lan a tio n s  fo r th e  su rp rise  fa ll. F irs t, K h in  
N y u n t w as  b e c o m in g  so  p o w e rfu l th a t th ey  p o sed  a  th re a t to  th e  re s t o f  th e  lead e rsh ip  o f  
th e  m ilita ry . S eco n d , th e re  w e re  co n flic ts  o f  in te re s t o v e r b u s in e ss  a m o n g  the  
lead e rsh ip . S o m e  sp e c u la te d  ab o u t p e rso n a l re la tio n sh ip s . O ne jo u rn a lis t  re p o rte d  “ (the 
sack in g ) w as a  m o v e  o f  T h a n  S hw e w h o  o rc h e s tra te d  th e  a rre s t o f  c h ie f  r iv a l K h in  
N y u n t to  c o n so lid a te  c o n tro l o f  th e  ru lin g  m ilita ry  ju n ta ” 15. A n o th e r  c la im e d  th a t there  
w as “m u tu a l an ta g o n ism  b e tw e e n  M au n g  A ye, a  c a re e r  so ld ie r  an d  lo n g  tim e  fie ld  
c o m m a n d e r  a n d  K h in  N u n t w h o  h ad  n e v e r  c o m m a n d e d  tro o p s” . 16 N o n e  o f  th e se  
ex p lan a tio n s  p ro v id e d  m e  w ith  sa tis fac to ry  an sw ers. I f  K h in  N y u n t h a d  b e e n  so 
p o w erfu l w h y  w as it so  ea sy  fo r th e  m ilita ry  to  d ism iss  h im ?  A s fo r b u s in e ss  in te rest, 
w h a t b u s in e ss  in te re s ts  p o ss ib ly  c la im ed  th e  d ism a n tlin g  o f  th e  w h o le  in te llig en ce  
o rg a n iz a tio n  w h ic h  c o u ld  sev e re ly  r isk  n a tio n a l secu rity ?  A n ta g o n ism  th e o ry  co u ld  n o t 
ex p la in  w h y  it  h a d  to  b e  d o n e  a t th a t p a r tic u la r  tim e , n o t b e fo re  n o r  a fte r.

T h ese  e x p la n a tio n s  led  to  th e  cen tra l q u e s tio n  o f  th e  th e s is ; w ere  K h in  N y u n t and  
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  re a lly  p o w e rfu l?  B ased  on  th e  a ssu m p tio n  th a t  th e y  w e re  w h a t 
p o w er d id  th e y  h o ld ?  I f  th ey  w ere  n o t, w as th e ir  p o w e r p e rc e iv e d  la rg e r  th a n  th e  rea lity ?  
T h is  th e s is  p ro b e s  th e se  q u e s tio n s  in  an  a ttem p t to  u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t h a d  h a p p e n e d  in  the  
T atm adaw , w h ic h  o ccu p ie s  th e  “p in n ac le  o f  p o w e r” 17 an d  h as  b e e n  th e  p re p o n d e ra n t 
in s titu tio n  in  M y a n m a r s in ce  its  in d ep en d en ce .

13 See for exam ple , R eu te rs  “M yanm ar general sh rugs at ‘P rin ce  o f  D a rk n ess’ “ 7 M ay  1999
14 M ary  p  C a llah an , M a k i n g  E n e m i e s :  W a r  a n d  S t a t e  B u i l d i n g  i n  B u r m a , p 2 12 c iting  jo u rn a lis t 

B ertil L itn e r’s “ V elv e t G lo b e” , F a r  E a s t e r n  E c o n o m i c  R e v i e w ,  7 M ay  1998
15 E m m anuel Evita, A n a l y s i s :  B u s i n e s s  a s  u s u a l  f o r  B u r m a ’s  j u n t a ,  U P I, 2 N o v  2004
16 C ol. R. H arih aran  (re tired ) B u r m a  ( M y a n m a r ) :  W h y  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  w a s  s a c k e d ?  P aper no. 

1 1 5 0 ,2 5  O cto ber 2004
17 D avid  S te inberg , B u r m a ,  p69
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1.3 Argument

T h e  m a in  a rg u m e n t o f  th is  p a p e r  is th a t th e  d o w n fa ll o f  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce  w as a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  co n flic ts  w h ic h  a ro se  fro m  th e  p o w e r  d y n am ics  
b e tw e e n  th e  T a ta m a d a w  an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  o n  b o th  p e rso n a l an d  in s titu tio n a l 
leve ls . T h e  T atm adaw  as th e  m ilita ry  in s titu tio n  d id  n o t to le ra te  an y  a u to n o m o u s  en tity  
w ith in  th e  sy stem  an d  c h o se  to  k eep  its  co m m an d  s tru c tu re  in ta c t e v e n  a t th e  ex p en se  o f  
its ro le  as g o v e rn m en t. K h in  N y u n t h ad  th e  d e le g a te d  a u th o rity  b y  th e  m ilita ry  
le ad e rsh ip  to  o v e rsee  b ro a d  ran g e  o f  d ay -to -d ay  so c io e c o n o m ic  issu es , req u irin g  
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  to  p e rfo rm  n o t o n ly  as an  in te llig e n c e  ap p a ra tu s  b u t as a 
g o v e rn m e n t w ith in  th e  g o v e rn m en t. A s its sp h e re  o f  in flu en ce  e x p a n d e d , h o w ev e r, in  
th e  ey es o f  o th e r  m ilita ry  le ad e rsh ip , M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  no  lo n g e r  a c ted  m ere ly  as 
“ th e  ey es an d  e a rs ” 18 o f  th e  T atm adaw ; it h ad  a m in d  o f  its  o w n , u n d e rm in in g  the  
T atm adaw  as in s titu tio n .

T h e  re se a rc h  fin d in g s  su g g es t th a t K h in  N y u n t g a in e d  n e w  p o litic a l an d  eco n o m ic  
p o w e r th ro u g h  h is  sk ilfu l n e g o tia tio n  and  d ip lo m acy  w ith  fo rm e r e n e m ie s  an d  p o ten tia l 
th rea ts , in c lu d in g  a rm e d  e th n ic  g ro u p s , p o litic a l o p p o s itio n s , n e ig h b o u rin g  co u n trie s  
an d  th e  in te rn a tio n a l co m m u n ity . K h in  N y u n t b ecam e  p o litic a lly  sh re w d  an d  ad ep t in 
b a rg a in in g . A s K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w ere  m ilita r ily  w eak , th ey  h ad  the 
im p e tu s  to  seek  p o w e r  e lse w h e re  o u ts id e  th e  m ilita ry . T h e  n e w ly  g a in e d  p o w e r p o sed  a 
ch a llen g e  to  th e  e n tre n c h m e n t o f  th e  T atm adaw  in  th e  p o litic a l an d  eco n o m ic  
fa b ric a tio n  o f  th e  co u n try . M o reo v e r, w ith  its t ig h t g rip  o n  in fo rm a tio n , M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce  m a d e  K h in  N y u n t th e  m o s t in te rn a tio n a lly  h ig h -p ro file d  g en era l in  the  
co u n try  an d  p re se n te d  n e w  v a lu e s , b o th  p o s in g  a  th re a t to  th e  m o re  in su la te d  T atm adaw  
lead e rsh ip . T h e  g ro w th  o f  p o w e r c rea ted  fo r M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  so u rce s  o f  w eak n ess. 
T h ey  o v e re s tim a te d  th e ir  o w n  p o w e r an d  b ecam e  ab u siv e . C ru c ia lly , M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce  b ecam e  d is tra c te d  b y  th e  n ew  b u s in e ss  o p p o rtu n itie s , w h ic h  u n d e rm in e d  the 
in te llig en ce  ca p a b ility  so  m u c h  th a t it co u ld  n o t ev en  p re v e n t its  o w n  d em ise . M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce  b e c a m e  a  v ic tim  to  its o w n  success.

18 C ol. San P w in t., T h e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  S e r v i c e  o f  A n c i e n t  M y a n m a r  K i n g d o m ,  (Y angon: San Y a e K y i 
Sar Pae, 2 0 0 4 ) ,  P reface

■ .........  L - ----------------------

หอสบุดกลาง สำนักงานวิทยทรัพยากร 
จุฬาลงกรณ์มหาวิทยาลัย
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1.4 “Military Regime Collapse” Theories from Latin America

W h en  w e  tu rn  to  lite ra tu re  on  an a ly sis  o f  M y a n m a r’s m ilita ry , w h ic h  w ill be 
e lab o ra ted  fu r th e r  la te r  in  th is  ch ap te r , th e  n u m b er o f  sch o la rly  w o rk s  is m u c h  few er in  
co m p a riso n  to , fo r  in s ta n c e , L a tin  A m erica , w h e re  th e  1980s an d  1990s b ro u g h t a  re tu rn  
to  c iv ilia n  ru le  to  m a n y  co u n trie s , w h ic h  the  m ilita ry  h a d  ru le d  fo r th e  p re v io u s  tw o  
d ecad es . T h e  m a in  q u e s tio n  th e re  is w h y  th e  m ilita ry  reg im es  d e te r io ra te d  an d  
d em o cracy  cam e  in  to  p lay . In  case  o f  M y an m ar, th e  Tatmadaw till n o w  sh o w s no  sign  
o f  b reak in g  d o w n . B y  p u rg in g  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e , K y a w  Y in  H la in g  
ev en  p o in ts  o u t th a t “ th e  Tatmadaw seem s m o re  u n ified  th a n  e v e r .” 19 Y et, lite ra tu re  on  
th e  co llap se  o f  th e  m ilita ry  re g im e s  in  L a tin  A m e ric a  can  h e lp  b y  se ttin g  a  th eo re tic a l 
fram ew o rk  to  a n a ly ze  th e  Tatmadaw. T h e  Tatmadaw m ay  be  u n if ie d  th a n  ev e r, b u t the 
fac t th a t th e  Tatmadaw h ad  to  d ism an tle  th e  on ce  c a lled  “o m n ip o te n t”  20 in te llig en ce  
o rg an  in d ic a te d  th a t se rio u s  co n flic ts  an d  frac tu res  d id  e x is t w ith in  th e  sy stem . 
N o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  g e o g ra p h ic a l an d  h is to ric a l d iffe ren ces , th e  a u th o r  b e liev es  it 
w o u ld  be  fe a s ib le  to  ap p ly  th e o rie s  o f  th e  co llap se  o f  L a tin  A m e ric a n  m ilita ry  reg im es 
to  e x p la in  th e  c o lla p se  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  u n d e r K h in  N y u n t.

A. Cause of Conflicts: Military-as-Government vs. Military-as-Institution
B ru ce  F a rc a u  in  The Transition to Democracy in Latin America: The Role o f the 

Military (1 9 9 6 ) lay s  o u t th e o rie s  g iv en  fo r th e  co llap se  o f  th e  m ilita ry  re g im e s  in  L a tin  
A m erica . O n e  th e o ry  is th a t th e  m ilita ry  co u ld  n o t b ec o m e  th e  g o v e rn m e n t w ith o u t 
cea s in g  to  be  th e  m ilita ry , ad v o c a te d  b y  A la in  R o u q u ie  in  1982 .21 A d a m  P rzew o rsk i 
fu rth e r e la b o ra te s  th is  th e o ry  th a t co n flic ts  w ith in  th e  m ilita ry  re g im e  can  b e  a  cause  o f  
its d o w n fa ll, m o s t v is ib le  o f  w h ic h  w o u ld  be  b e tw e e n  th e  m ilita ry -a s -g o v e rn m e n t and  
th e  m ilita ry -a s - in s titu tio n , “w h e re  th e se  tw o  g ro u p s  o f  m en  in  u n ifo rm  d e v e lo p  d iffe ren t 
se ts o f  p r io r itie s  fo r  d e a lin g  w ith  th e ir  d a y -to -d a y  fu n c tio n s , an d  th e  in te re s ts  o f  the  
fo rm er m ay  co m e  to  be  p e rc e iv e d  as p o ss ib ly  in ju rio u s  to  th e  lo n g -te rm  in te re s ts  o f  the  
m ilita ry  in s titu tio n .” O n ce  m ilita ry  tak es  up  th e  ro le  o f  a  g o v e rn m e n t, it is im p o ss ib le  to

19 K yaw  Y in  H laing , ‘M yanm ar in 2004: A n o th er Y ear o f  U n ce rta in ty ’, A s i a n  S u r v e y ,  V ol. 45 , 
Issu e l p p .174-179 U n iv ersity  o f  C a lifo rn ia

C allahan, M a k i n g  E n e m i e s ,  p 2 12
21 A lain  R ouqu ie , L ’E ta t M ilita ire  en A m ériqu e  L atine (P aris: Seuil, 1982) P  357  cited  by B ruce พ .  

F arcau  in T h e  T r a n s i t i o n  t o  D e m o c r a c y  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a :  T h e  R o l e  o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  ( P raeg er, 1996) p20
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tak e  in to  c o n s id e ra tio n  o n ly  th e  in te res ts  o f  th e  m ilita ry  in s titu tio n , as  th e  n ew  
g e n e ra l/p re s id en t is n o w  re sp o n s ib le  fo r th e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  en tire  g o v e rn m e n t, and  
issu es  w h ich  w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  tan g en tia l to  h is  in te res ts  p re v io u s ly , n o w  m ay  cau se  h im  
as m u c h  c o n c e rn  as  th e  d e fe n c e  b u d g e t .22

A p p ly in g  th is  th e o ry  to  th e  case  o f  M y an m ar, th e  T atm adaw  h as  b e e n  in  ch arg e  o f  
g o v e rn m e n t v ir tu a lly  s in ce  1962. S in ce  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  c u rre n t m ilita ry  
g o v e rn m e n t in  1988 , it w as  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  u n d e r K h in  N y u n t as S ec re ta ry  O ne o f  
S L O R C /S P D C  an d  la te r as P rim e  M in is te r , fu n c tio n s  o f  w h ic h  in c re a s in g ly  re sem b led  a 
g o v e rn m en t, fo rm u la tin g  an d  im p lem en tin g  p o lic ie s  in  v a rio u s  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  c iv ilian  
so c ie ty , e sp e c ia lly  a fte r  m id  1 9 9 0 ’ร. (T h is  w ill be  e la b o ra te d  in  C h a p te r  T w o ) S P D C  
s im p ly  le t K h in  N y u n t a n d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  d ea l w ith  th e  d a y -to -d a y  d e ta ils  o f  
ru n n in g  th e  g o v e rn m en t. T h e re fo re , it w o u ld  be v iab le  to  see  th e  p o ss ib le  d iv e rg en ce  
b e tw e e n  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e -a s -g o v e rn m e n t an d  th e  T a tm a d a w -as-in s titu tio n .

B. Cause of Conflicts: Military Mindset vs. Political Mindset
A n o th e r  th e o ry  fo r th e  co llap se  o f  m ilita ry  reg im es  m ig h t be  fo u n d  in  th e  n a tu re  o f  

th e  m ilita ry  m in d  itse lf , F a rc a u  w rites . M o s t p o litic a l sc ien tis ts  su c h  as  M o rris  Jan o w itz  
o r R o b e rt D ah l a g ree  th a t  th e  m ilita ry  lack  sk ills  in  b a rg a in in g  an d  p o litic a l 
c o m m u n ic a tio n  n e e d e d  fo r p o litic a l le ad e rsh ip , a lth o u g h  S am u e l H u n tin g to n  has 
su g g es ted  th a t  th e  p ro fe ss io n a l m ilita ry  o ffic e r  is cap ab le  o f  le a rn in g  th e  a rt o f  
n e g o t ia t io n .23 T h e re fo re , o n  th e  p e rso n a l lev e l, the  m in d se t o f  a  p o litic ia n  w o u ld  
n a tu ra lly  cau se  a  c o n f lic t w ith  th e  m in d se t o f  th e  m ilita ry -m en .

T h is  th e o ry  is e q u a lly  u se fu l in  th e  an a ly s is  o f  th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  K h in  
N y u n t an d  th e  re s t o f  th e  m ilita ry . A s C a llah an  av e rs , “ th e  p o s t-w a r  B u rm e se  reg im es 
h av e  b e e n  m ad e  u p  o f  w a r  fig h te rs  w h o  n e v e r m a s te re d  th e  a r t o f  p o litic s  e n o u g h  to  w in

22 A dam  P rzo w rsk i, ‘S om e p rob lem s in the  S tudy  o f  the  T ran sitio n  to  D em o c racy ’, in G uillerm o  
O ’D onnel, P h ilippe S chm itte r and L aw rence  W hitehead , (eds), T ran sitio ns  from  A u th o rita rian  R ule, vol.3 , 
C o m p a r a t i v e  P e r s p e c t i v e  (B a ltim ore : John  H opkins U n iv ersity  P ress, 1988), 47 -6 4  c ited  by B ruce พ .  
F arcau  (1996), p35

22 M orris Jan ow itz , T he M ilitary  in the  D evelo pm en t o f  N ew  N a tio n s  (C h icag o : C h icago  
U n iv ersity  P ress, 1 9 6 8 ) , p28 , R obert D ahl, ‘A critique o f  the  R u ling  E lite  M o d e l’, A m erican  Political
Science R ev iew  (June 1958), p464  and Sam uel H un ting ton , T h e  S o l d i e r s  a n d  t h e  S t a t e :  t h e  T h e o r y  o f  

P o l i t i c s  i n  C i v i l / M i l i t a r y  R e l a t i o n s  ( C am bridge : H arvard  U n iv ersity  P ress, 1957). P 98 , all c ited  by 
Fracau , p38
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a sin g le  e le c tio n .” 24 H o w e v e r , a m o n g  th e  Tatmadaw-m en , i f  an y o n e  c am e  c lo se  to  be a 
p o litic ian , it w as  K h in  N y u n t. N o t eq u ip p ed  w ith  an y  c o m b a t tro o p , h is  m a in  task  w as 
to  k eep  c iv ilia n s  u n d e r  co n tro l by  o th e r m ean s su ch  as m a n ip u la tio n  o f  in fo rm a tio n  and 
b a rg a in in g  w ith  e n e m ie s  to  m in im iz e  th e  th rea ts  to  th e  e x is ten ce  o f  th e  Tatmdaw. K h in  
N y u n t w as  in d e e d  c a p ab le  o f  lea rn in g  th e  a rt o f  n e g o tia tio n , as  H u n tin g to n  p u t it.

T h e re fo re , tw o  h y p o th e se s  can  be  d raw n ; A ) c o n flic ts  e x is te d  b e tw e e n  the  
Tatmadaw-as-mstiiution an d  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e -a s -g o v e m m e n t; B ) K h in  N y u n t’s 
m in d se t as a  n e g o tia to r  w as  d iffe re n t o f  th o se  o f  th e  re s t o f  th e  Tatmadaw lead ers , 
w h ich  w as p e rc e iv e d  as in ju rio u s  to  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  th e  Tatmadaw.

1.5 Power Relation Approach

In  case  o f  L a tin  A m e ric a , th e  d o m in a n t a p p ro ach es  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  m ilita ry -s ta te -  
so c ie ty  re la tio n s  h av e  p o in te d  to  c ru c ia l re la tio n s  o f  p o w e r b e tw e e n  c iv ilia n  an d  m ilita ry  
in s t i tu t io n s .25 T h ese  ap p ro a c h e s  w ere  o rie n ta te d  b y  S am u e l H u n tin g to n ’s s tu d y  o f  the  
m ilita ry  fo c u se d  o n  c iv ilia n -m ilita ry  re la tio n s  a rtic u la te d  in  h is  la n d m a rk  b o o k s , The 
Soldier and the State (1 9 5 7 ) an d  Political Order in Changing Societies (1 9 6 8 ) and  
B en g t A rb a h a m sso n , fo c u ss in g  o n  m ilita ry  p o litic a l p o w e r an d  its  re so u rc e s  an d  m o d es  
o f  m o b iliz a tio n  th e  m ilita ry  co u ld  u se  to  re s is t d ec is io n s  c o n c e rn in g  i t . 26 T h e  th es is  
tak es  u p  th is  p o w e r  re la tio n  ap p ro ach , b e tw e e n  th e  m ilita ry  an d  th e  c iv ilia n  s ides o f  the  
so c ie ty , an d  b e tw e e n  K h in  N y u n t, M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  an d  th e  re s t o f  th e  Tatmadaw.

1.5.1 What is Power?
It is e sse n tia l to  lay  d o w n  w h a t power m ean s first. M a x  W e b e r  d e fin e d  power  in  

so c io lo g ica l te rm s  in  Basic Concepts in Sociology; “o p p o rtu n ity  e x is tin g  w ith in  a  soc ia l 
re la tio n sh ip  w h ic h  p e rm its  o n e  to  ca rry  o u t o n e ’s o w n  w ill e v e n  a g a in s t re s is tan ce  and

24 C allahan , M a k i n g  E n e m i e s , p8
25 See F e lipe  A guero , “ In s titu tions, T ran sitio ns, and B arg a in in g  C iv ilian s  and  the  M ilita ry  in 

Shaping  P ost au th o rita rian  R eg im es” in C i v i l - M i l i t a r y  R e l a t i o n s  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a :  N e w  A n a l y t i c a l  

P e r s p e c t i v e s ,  D av id  P ion -B erlin  (ed ), (C hape l H ill, N C : U n iv ersity  o f  N o rth  C a ro lin a  P ress ,2 001 ), P 194
26 D avid P ion -B erlin  (ed ), C i v i l - M i l i t a r y  R e l a t i o n s  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a :  N e w  a n a l y t i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e s  

( C hapel H ill: U n iv e rsity  o f  N o rth  C aro lina  , 2 001 ) P 194
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regardless o f the basis on which this opportunity rests.” 27 Huntington’s definition o f 
p o w e r  is “the capacity to control other people's behaviour,” positing that it breaks down 
into two dimensions: “the degree o f power or, in other words, the point to which 
somebody's particular behaviour is controlled by another, and the scope or field o f 
power, in other words the types o f behaviour which are influenced by another individual 
or group.” 28 Applying these definitions to the case, those who ousted Khin Nyunt and 
Military Intelligence had the power to carry out their will. The ousting was done not by 
election or other democratic means, but by force, which is the central power o f the 
military. The act was done by the rest o f the T atm adaw  which meant that they were 
more powerful than Khin Nyunt and Military Intelligence.

1.5.2 Categories of Power for the Analysis
As power is relative and used in the context o f relationship, it is crucial to analyse 

different elements o f power which Khin Nyunt and Military Intelligence held. Clearly 
defining what power they held as opposed to whom and how it played out in the power 
dynamics vis-à-vis each counterpart will be necessary. This is helpful in explaining the 
downfall o f Khin Nyunt and Military Intelligence and in understanding why there 
existed the gap between the reality and the perception of their power. In Myanmar 
where the military rules, the primary power is the might o f the military or the physical 
power. It is essential to understand that as long as the military rule remains, other 
various categories o f power are secondary to the power o f might. This is o f course not 
to say that the rest o f the powers are o f no importance. Since the current military regime 
was established in 1988, changes have taken place that made both the degree and scope 
o f power relations more complex and dynamic. The domestic economy went through 
changes from its rigid socialist planned economy to slightly more relaxed market- 
oriented economy. There have been more interactions with the regional community 
such as ASEAN and the international community. These changes were crucial for the 
fluctuation in power relations between Military Intelligent and the T atm adaw . This 
thesis uses the following categories o f power to define strength and weakness o f Khin 
Nyunt and Military Intelligence in comparison with the rest o f the military.

27 M ax W eber, B a s i c  C o n c e p t s  i n  S o c i o l o g y  (C itadel P ress, N ew  Y ork : 1962) p i  17
28 H un ting ton  is c ited  by  E rnesto  L opez , “ L atin  A m erica  O b jec tiv e  and S u b jec tiv e  C ontro l 

R ev isited ” in D av id  P io n -B e rlin  (200 1), p88
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1) Power within Military
This is the central form o f power o f the military. What military power did 

Military Intelligence had within the military? Based on research, the paper 
analyzes what size and command structure Military Intelligence had and what 
was their position within the military to understand to what extent they held 
power.

2) Power versus Civilian Society
Military Intelligence exerted power against the civilian side o f the society. 

With the coercive nature o f military power, how did Military Intelligence 
operate vis-à-vis the civilian society?

3) Political Power
Khin Nyunt was Secretary One o f SPDC and later Prime Minister. The 

delegated authority provided him with certain power. The power as opposed 
to possible threats such as ethnic minority groups, political oppositions and 
the international community will be analyzed.

4) Power o f Economy
Power in terms o f economy should be analyzed. Since the socialist era, the 

armed forces played a dominant role in the economy o f Myanmar. Against 
this background, what economic power did Khin Nyunt and Military hold 
compared with the rest o f the military?

5) Power o f Information
Information can be a source o f power. Since Military Intelligence was an 

intelligence organization, how did they apply the power o f  information?
What power did the information provide with Military Intelligence?
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1.6 Tatmadaw and Power in Literature

Since the uprising o f students and public and the bloodshed during the period of  
1988, and especially after the award of Nobel Peace Prize to Aung San รนน Kyi in 1991 
(who became the first laureate under house arrest at the time o f award), there has been 
much interest in the affairs o f Myanmar among journalists, scholars and writers. The 
books and publications on contemporary Myanmar in English or Japanese tend to focus 
on politics from the view point o f democratization, social issues and human rights 
issues or security issues, usually in the context o f ASEAN or Asia-Pacific region.

There are those that use culture to explain the political phenomena in Myanmar. 
Lucian Pye explained in P o litic s , P erso n a lity  a n d  N a tion  B uild ing: B urm a 'ร S earch  f o r  
Iden tity  (1962) that “there are few cultures that attach greater importance to power as a 
value than the Burmese. Considerations o f power and status so permeate even social 
relationships that life tends to become highly politicized”.29 The author is not readily 
convinced that the value o f power is so embedded in the culture o f the Myanmar people 
that it allows the current social structure to be what it is.

Prominent Myanmar expert David Steinberg, in his comprehensive analysis of 
today’s M yanm ar, B urm a: The S ta te  o f  M yan m ar  (2001) analyses concept o f power in 
modem Myanmar which is particularly useful. He points out that the most fundamental 
concept o f power in society o f Myanmar is the “finite nature o f power”. In comparison 
to the concept o f infinite power which can be shared, delegated or distributed so that it 
may result in greater power, the traditional concept o f power as finite makes it difficult 
for power to be shared, delegated on an individual or institutional basis, thus “power 
becomes highly personalized” . 30 Steinberg also says that the concept o f power in 
Myanmar “continues to be defined in a descending hierarchy: personally, institutionally, 
and ethnically. The critical figures in the SPDC have personal power, the military has 
institutional power and the Burmans have ethnic power.” By applying these conceptual 
categories to what happened to Khin Nyunt and the Military we learn following

29 L ucian  พ .  Pye, P o l i t i c s ,  P e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  N a t i o n  B u i l d i n g :  B u r m a  ' ร  S e a r c h  f o r  I d e n t i t y  (N ew  
H aven: Y ale  U n iv ersity  P ress, 1962), p. 146 cited  in S teinberg , B u r m a :  T h e  S t a t e  o f  M y a n m a r ,  p38

30 Ibid.,/- p38
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points.31 First, p e r s o n a liz e d  p o w e r  is evident in the fact that SPDC not only detained 
and sacked Khin Nyunt but also dismantled the whole organization o f the Military 
Intelligence, with its entire staff either detained or forced to retire. Khin Nyunt’s family 
members were also detained. This fact suggests that Military Intelligence was seen as 
Khin Nyunt’s personal power base. Second, the concept that m ilita ry  is the on ly  
p o w e rfu l in stitu tion  is exemplified in the fact that Military Intelligence was an internal 
part o f the military. The fact that the whole organization o f Military Intelligence was 
brought down could suggest that Military Intelligence was seen dangerous or not 
beneficial to the integrity o f the institutional power o f the military as a whole. The 
combination o f these factors concepts help US to understand why the whole organization 
was dismantled. Military Intelligence was seen as Khin Nyunt’s personal power base. 
The officers in Military Intelligence were seen loyal to Khin Nyunt, so it was essential 
for the military to sack the entire Military Intelligence staff.

Unfortunately, there are very few scholarly works on the T atm adaw  itself today. 
Andrew Selth is the best informed scholar o f the T atm adaw 1 who wrote B urm a ’ร A rm ed  
F orces: P o w e r  w ith o u t G lo ry  (2002) which covers T a tm a d a w 'ร strategic posture, its 
defence policies and threat perceptions; military doctrine, defence expenditures, combat 
capabilities and each force included the intelligence apparatus. Selth has written many 
working papers which became the basis for compiling B urm a ’ร A rm e d  F orces. His 
work is a vital source for this thesis. But his research appeared to have stopped around 
2000 as far as Military Intelligence was concerned. After 2000, Military Intelligence 
went through the final and important restructure where Information Technology 
Department was incorporated. The first chapter in the thesis is about that restructure and 
how Military Intelligence was structured before it collapsed.

Maung Aung Myoe also wrote detailed facts about the T atm adaw , its 
organizational development and analysis o f its doctrine in working papers such as 
B u ild in g  the T a tm adaw : The O rg a n iza tio n a l D eve lo p m en t o f  the A rm e d  F o rces  in 
M yanm ar, 1 9 4 8 -9 8  (1998) and M ilita ry  D o c trin e  a n d  S tra te g y  in M yan m ar: A H isto ric  
P ersp e c tiv e  (1999). Desmond Ball’s B urm a ’ร M ilita ry  S ecre ts: S ig n a ls  In te lligen ce

31 E thn ic p o w er is an excep tion  in this case, as the  m ajo rity  o f  S P D C ’s cu rren t leadersh ip  are 
B urm ans.
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(SIGINT) f ro m  1941 to  C y b e r  W arfare  (1998) concentrates on history and capacity of 
signals intelligence o f not only the T atm adaw  but other armed ethnic groups’ SIGINT 
capacity.

Mary p. Callhan’s M a kin g  E nem ies: W ar a n d  S ta te  B u ild in g  in B urm a  is an 
important work on the history o f the T atm adaw  and the state building in Myanmar. 
While the scope o f her research was from 1862 to 1962, it addresses many important 
questions that are relevant to this thesis. Callahan describes why the T atm adaw  
intentionally maintained a strong perception that they were surrounded by potentially 
hostile enemies and -  be it politically motivated citizens, their potential conspirators, 
ethnic minority groups, or foreign colonial powers. This belief was so strong that most 
military leaders did not trust anyone outside the T atm adaw . (Often they could not trust 
each other either.) Callahan argues that warfare created state institutions that in many 
situations cannot distinguish between citizens and enemies o f the state. She does not 
believe in cultural explanations for the durability o f the military regimes, and argues 
that the military regimes o f the post-war era do not result from culturally or cunningly 
produce “political m ovements] in military garb”. 32 This view o f hers is compelling.

Callahan’s Research Note, ‘Junta Dreams of Nightmares? Observations o f 
Burma’s Military Since 1988’ (1999) rightly pointed out that in the Tatmadaw’s edifice, 
which looks monolithic on the outside, there exist elements such as the rise to power of 
the regional commanders and inter-generational gap o f the old guards and the younger 
generations who have not had to fight for quite some time. Even after Khin Nyunt and 
Military Intelligence are out o f the picture, these elements still remain and it will be 
interesting how they will play out in the long run within the T atm adaw .

On the political economy aspect o f Myanmar, Robert H. Taylor’s (ed.) Burm a: 
P o litic a l E con om y u n der M ilita ry  Rule  (2001) deals with Myanmar’s stagnation, why it 
continues and why international effort to break the impasse remains unsuccessful, and 
addresses the urgent need for new ideas, new thinking and new approach to issues o f

32 C allahan  c ites  D o ro th y  H ess G uyot, “the  B urm a In dep en dence  A rm y: A  P o litica l M ov em en t in 
M ilitary  G arb ” in S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  i n  W o r l d  W a r  1 1 :  F o u r  e s s a y s ,  ed. J o se f  S ilv ers te in  (N ew  H aven , 1966) 
p51. C a llahan  no tes tha t o th e r scho lars  use th is ch arac te riza tion  to  ex p la in  w h y  th e  m ilita ry  has 
m ain ta ined  po litica l po w er fo r th ree  d ecades and tha t th is  is the m o st c ited  p h rase  in stu d ies o f  m odern  
B urm ese po litics. M a k i n g  E n e m i e s ,  p229
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Myanmar. In his chapter o f the book, ‘Stifling Change: The Army Remains in 
Command’ Taylor astutely points the sense o f stagnation and lost dynamism among 
SPDC, “it is difficult to remember the sense o f dynamism which enthused the SLORC 
in the first few months and years o f its existence. Ministries and Ministers had greater 
autonomy than had their BSPP predecessors. Foreign contact grew rapidly, as did trips 
abroad and opportunities to enter into business, either officially or unofficially. There 
was a sense o f morale, at least at the top levels, and provided a sense o f achievement 
and action.” 33 The author began visiting Myanmar from 1999. Among SPDC officials, 
the author felt that there was the sense o f frustration about the stagnation. That mood of 
stagnation seemed to change, at least among Military Intelligence officers, when the 
new business opportunities o f Information Technology and new publications arrived. It 
felt as if they finally rediscovered the sense o f excitement o f devoting for something 
new. Taylor’s The S ta te  in B u rm a  (1987) laid the foundation for understanding the 
history o f Burma o f the evolution of the sate since the pre-colonial period to 1987.

A well narrated documentary history o f modem Myanmar written by journalist 
and writer, Martin Smith, B urm a: In su rgen cy a n d  the P o litic s  o f  E th n ic ity  (1999) gives 
readers a different perspective o f the history, from the view point o f armed ethnic 
groups which fought and negotiated with the military government. Smith writes about 
the leadership o f the T atm adaw , “In many respects, the mlitary government appeared to 
be in a more entrenched and powerful position than ever.... Despite all the speculation 
over splits, the different wings o f the Tatmadaw leadership, including Than Shwe, 
Maung Aye and Khin Nyunt had all pulled together when the first real test had come of 
their unity in the post- Ne Win era. Self interest or not, the belief remained strong 
among T atm adaw  loyalists that in times o f crisis, a split within the T atm adaw  would be 
one o f the worst scenarios that Burma could face.” 34 They had stuck together until at 
least late 1990’s. It is possible that changes o f circumstances came in after millennium. 
The structural changes o f Military Intelligence, as research finds as described in the 
next chapter took place in 2001. The outset o f the twenty first century could be seen as 
the beginning o f those changes.

33 R o b ert H. T ay lo r (ed), B u r m a : P o l i t i c a l  E c o n o m y  u n d e r  M i l t i a r y  R u l e  (L o ndo n : H urst & Co.,
2 0 0 1 ) p9

Sm ith , B u r m a ,  p434
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There has not been yet any substantial publication on the analysis o f the downfall 
of Khin Nyunt and Military Intelligence. A couple o f analytic articles deserve particular 
mention. First is “The Praetorian Paradox -  the Pathology o f Coercive Power”, A sian  
A n a lysis  (2004) which is extremely insightful. Written by an anonymous observer, it 
suggest that the sacking o f Khin Nyunt and the purge o f all Military Intelligence 
personnel had the striking parallels to the demise in 1983 o f the then powerful 
intelligence chief Tin Oo and that these purges could be seen as “symptoms o f a 
systemic problem o f a regime exerting tight social control through the coercive powers 
of an intelligence apparatus. The latter outgrew its usefulness when it became pervasive 
and all-powerful through its ability to amass information, exercise extra-judicial 
authority and enjoy great operational latitude in the name o f national security. “35 This 
is an intriguing analysis, pointing that Military Intelligence grew into a state within a 
state and increasingly threatened the integrity o f the armed forces’ command structure. 
However, it is a very brief analysis and does not provide with any evidence. Second 
analysis is “The beginning o f the end or Genuine Reforms?” in B u rm a A n a lys is  by 
Euro-Burma Office. It was written on 9 November 2004, only a couple o f weeks after 
the announcement o f the sacking. Interesting point is that it attributes the SPDC 
paranoia about Khin Nyunt's ambition to the good relation he had with Thailand’s Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawattra; “cooperation with Thai Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawattra's Bangkok Process, and the growing international acceptance o f Khin 
Nyunt and the regime's road map, made the SPDC even more paranoid and uneasy 
about Khin Nyunt's ambitions.”.36

One common characteristic in all books mentioned above is that the authors seem 
to have more knowledge about Khin Nyunt and Military Intelligence than other senior 
generals in the Defence Services. This trend comes from the fact that senior officials o f 
Military Intelligence were the contact points for foreign scholars. Military Intelligence 
was their gateway to Myanmar, and the only way for foreign scholars and journalist to 
get access to the country. They commanded better English, seemed to have better 
knowledge about the outside world, and appeared moderate or even sophisticated. This

35 A n onym ous, “T he P raeto rian  P aradox  -  T he P a tho logy  o f  C oerc iv e  P ow er “ A s i a n  A n a l y s i s ,  

D ecem ber 2004 , accessed  at w w w .asean fo cu s.co m /asian an a ly sis /a rtic le .c fm 7 artic le ID  =801 .
36 E uro  B urm a O ffice , “T he B eginn ing  o f  the End or G enu ine  R efo rm ?” B u r m a  A n a l y s i s  (B russels: 

N o v em b er 20 04 )

http://www.aseanfocus.com/asiananalysis/article.cfm7articleID
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might have been a trap for many, the author included, giving them an image o f the 
T atm adaw  different to the reality. It might also have lead many outside observers to 
misjudge the position o f Military Intelligence within the military.

Much o f the findings o f this thesis are based on the research and interviews 
conducted by the author in the period between 1999 and 2006. It is in the author’s hope 
that the research findings fill in some gap o f the last few years o f Khin Nyunt and 
Military Intelligence before its demise. It presents new findings o f the last structure of 
Military Intelligence and how it functioned as a government, formulating and 
implementing policies, even intervening market by force or giving directives to central 
bank in order to solve the banking crisis o f 2003. It also presents evidences that Khin 
Nyunt and Military Intelligence were new economic power compared to the regular 
military. The paper can contribute to recording some hard facts about Khin Nyunt and 
Military Intelligence, which remained a secretive organization throughout their 
existence.

1.7 Sources and Methodology

Due to the lack o f open materials, the author has relied on many secondary 
sources that are listed in the bibliography. For the research o f the thesis, interviews were 
conducted with journalists and publishers in Myanmar, the T atm adaw  officials, some of 
whom are still working and some not, those who were involved in inception of 
Information Technology in Myanmar, foreign journalists, diplomats, and UN officials 
during the period o f 1999 -  2006. The interviews serve as primary sources for the thesis. 
Some internal reports circulated within the Military Intelligence were documented, 
sources o f which must remain anonymous. Due to safety or professional reasons, some 
interviewees prefer not to disclose their names. For similar reasons, some dates and 
places where the interviews were conducted cannot be mentioned.
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1.8 Thesis Structure

C h a p te r  O n e  p re se n ts  th e  cen tra l a rg u m e n t o f  th e  s tu d y  an d  th e o re tic a l fram ew o rk  
th a t in fo rm s th e  se ttin g  an d  th e  ap p ro ach  to  th e  su b jec t o f  th e  th e s is . It co n ta in s  the  
lite ra tu re  re v ie w  an d  c o n tr ib u tio n  o f  the  thesis .

C h a p te r  T w o  lo o k s  a t th e  p o ss ib le  cau se  o f  c o n flic ts  o n  in s titu tio n a l an d  p erso n a l 
levels. P o w e r re la tio n s  b e tw e e n  T atm adaw  and  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  w ill be  ex am in ed . 
F irs t it an a ly zes  th e  p o w e r  o f  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  an d  th e  re la tio n s  
w ith  th e  re s t o f  th e  m ilita ry . It d o cu m en ts  th e  p o s itio n  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  w ith in  the  
w h o le  c o m m a n d  s tru c tu re  o f  T atm adaw . B ased  on  in te rv iew s , th e  s ize  an d  th e  last 
s tru c tu re  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  b efo re  it w as  d ism a n tle d  are  p re se n te d . A s a p a rt o f  the  
m ilita ry  in s titu tio n , M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e ’s co e rc iv e  p o w e r a g a in s t its  o w n  c iv ilian s  is 
an a ly zed , to o . S in ce  m id -1 9 9 0 ’s, M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  in c re a s in g ly  fu n c tio n e d  as a 
g o v e rn m en t w ith in  th e  g o v e rn m en t. H o w  it m ig h t h av e  a ffe c ted  th e  p o w e r  re la tio n s  v is- 
à -v is  th e  T atm adaw  as  in s titu tio n  is d iscu ssed . O n  th e  a sp e c t o f  m in d se t, K h in  N y u n t 
w as ad ep t in  n e g o tia tio n  an d  h ad  th e  p o litica l sk ill o f  b a rg a in in g . W h e th e r  th a t cau sed  
co n flic ts  w ith in  th e  m in d se t o f  th e  T atm adaw  m en  is ex am in ed .

C h a p te r  T h ree  a n a ly zes  th e  p o w e r d y n am ics  o f  th e  e co n o m y . I t p re se n ts  th e  
h is to rica l b a c k g ro u n d  o f  th e  T a tm a d a w ' ร ro le  in  M y a n m a r’s e co n o m y . F in d in g s  are 
p re sen ted  to  sh o w  th a t M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e ’s e co n o m ic  a c tiv itie s  w ere  re la tiv e ly  n ew  in 
co m p a riso n  w ith  th e  re s t o f  th e  m ilita ry . It th en  tra ce s  th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce  an d  th e  In fo rm a tio n  T ech n o lo g y  sec to r. It d e ta ils  th e  in c e p tio n  o f  IT  
in d u s try  an d  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  a  sem i-p riv a te  e n te rp rise  B a g a n  C y b e rte c h , w h o se  
b o a rd  m em b ers  w e re  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  o ffic ia ls  an d  th e  so n  o f  K y in  N y u n t. It 
p ro v id es  an  e x a m p le  o f  h o w  c ro n y ism  d ev e lo p ed , w h ic h  w as f in a lly  in te rv e n e d  by  the  
m ilita ry  g o v e rn m en t.

C h a p te r  F o u r  a n a ly zes  th e  p o w e r o f  in fo rm a tio n . T h e  c h a p te r  lo o k s  a t h o w  
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  c o n tro lle d  th e  in flo w  and  o u tf lo w  o f  e sse n tia l in fo rm a tio n  by  
h av in g  a  tig h t g rip  o n  b o th  d o m e s tic  an d  fo re ig n  m ed ia . It p re se n ts  cases  o f  M ilita ry  
In te llig e n c e ’s e ffo rts  to  p re se n t a  b e tte r  im ag e  o f  th e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m e n t th ro u g h  
in fo rm a tio n  d is se m in a tio n  to  th e  w o rld  and  th e  p ro cess  o f  its in v o lv e m e n t in  p u b lica tio n



18

b u s in ess . T h e  p o w e r o f  in fo rm a tio n  gav e  th e  face  o f  a  “ m o d e ra te ” to  K h in  N y u n t. It 
th en  ex a m in e s  h o w  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  ev en tu a lly  o v e rro d e  th e  ru le  o f  c e n so rsh ip  th a t 
in d ica ted  a n o th e r s ig n  o f  o v e r  co n fid en ce .

C h a p te r  F iv e  is th e  co n c lu s io n . It re -e x a m in es  th e  th e o re tic a l an d  em p irica l basis  
o f  th e  s tu d y . It th e n  d isc u sse s  th e  re m a in in g  e n c lav es  o f  issu e s  an d  su g g es ts  h o w  and  
w h a t su b jec ts  co u ld  be  fu rth e r s tu d ied  b ased  on  th e  th esis .
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