
CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

5.1 S u m m a r y  o f  A r g u m e n t

T h is th esis  has probed p ossib le  cau ses o f  the d ow n fa ll o f  K hin N yu nt and M ilitary  
In telligen ce b y  an a lyzin g  the p ow er relations b etw een  M ilitary In te lligen ce  and the 
Tatm adaw. It has underscored the con flic tin g  interests b etw een  the Tatm adaw , the so le  
institution o f  p ow er in M yanm ar, and M ilitary In telligen ce under K hin N yunt, a 
rela tively  n ew  p layer in the m ilitary scen e. It q u estion ed  the w id e ly  held  v ie w  o f  K hin  
N yunt as on e o f  the m ost p ow erfu l generals in M yanm ar and the “om n ip oten ce” o f  
M ilitary In telligen ce in the so c ie ty  o f  M yanm ar.

R esearch  fin d in gs su gg est that M ilitary In telligen ce, though  m ilitarily  w eak , 
sought for sou rces o f  p ow er ou tsid e o f  the m ilitary. It dep en ded  on  K hin N y u n t’s ab ility  
to negotiate w ith  the foes and threats to the Tatm adaw . T he p ow er from  these sources, 
the arm ed ethn ic groups, the p olitica l parties, the international com m u n ity , the regional 
com m u n ity  such  as A S E A N , the neighbouring countries such  as T hailand, grew  rapidly  
and e x ten siv e ly , p osin g  a threat to the status quo o f  the entrenchm ent o f  the Tatm adaw  

in the p olitica l and econ o m ic  fabrication o f  the soc ie ty . W ith the tight grip on m edia, 
K hin N yu nt and M ilitary In telligen ce sought to present the n ew , “better” im age o f  the 
m ilitary governm ent to the w orld  w h ich  ch a llen ged  the va lu es o f  the Tatm adaw. In the  
end, M ilitary In telligen ce that w a s supposed  to function  as the e y e s  and ears for the 
Tatm adaw  acted as i f  it had the m ind o f  its ow n . T he Tatm adaw  leadership d ecid ed  to 
term inate it in order to keep  the coh eren ce and the unity o f  the m ilitary under its 
com m and.

C hapter O ne laid out the q u estion s and analytica l issu es this thesis addresses. It 
exp la in s theories for the deterioration o f  m ilitary reg im es in Latin A m erica and ap p lies  
them  to the c a se  o f  M yanm ar’s Tatm adaw  in an a lysin g  the p ow er relations b etw een  
K hin N yunt and M ilitary In te lligen ce , the Tatm adaw  and the soc ie ty .
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C h a p te r  T w o  a n a ly z e d  th e  p o w e r re la tio n s  b e tw e e n  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  an d  the  
T atm adaw  o n  b o th  in s titu tio n a l an d  p e rso n a l lev e ls . W ith in  th e  T atm adaw , M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce  w as a  sm all m ilita ry  p o w e r th o u g h  it ex e rted  co e rc iv e  p o w e r  ag a in s t th e  
c iv ilian  s id e  o f  th e  so c ie ty  w h ich  m ad e  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  th e  m o s t d e te s ted  o rg an  o f  
th e  T atm adaw .

O n  th e  in s titu tio n a l lev e l, th e re  w ere  sig n s o f  riv a lry  b e tw e e n  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  
and  th e  A rm y . A s M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  to o k  up  th e  ro le  o f  a  g o v e rn m e n t w ith in  the 
g o v e rn m en t, th e ir  sp h e re  o f  in flu en ce  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  g re w  ex ten s iv e ly . T he 
case  o f  E c o n o m ic  R e se a rc h  U n it p resen ts  th e  fac t th a t M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  ev en  
o v e rsaw  th e  e c o n o m ic  a ffa irs  an d  ev en  d irec ted  C en tra l B an k  a m o n g  m a n y  o th e r th ings. 
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  b ecam e  m o re  p o w erfu l in  n o n -m ilita ry  a rea s , w h ic h  c rea ted  the  
in s titu tio n a l te n s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e -a s -g o v e m m e n t an d  th e  
T a /m ac /aw -as-in stitu tio n .

O n  th e  p e rso n a l lev e l, K h in  N y u n t’s p o litic a l b a rg a in in g  su c c e e d e d  to  fo rg e  b e tte r 
re la tio n sh ip  w ith  fo rm e r e n em ies  o f  th e  T atm adaw , su ch  as th e  a rm ed  e th n ic  g roups, th e  
p o litic a l g ro u p s  su ch  as N L D , an d  th e  reg io n a l g ro u p  su ch  as A S E A N , fro m  w h ich  K h in  
N y u n t a c q u ire d  n e w  p o litic a l p o w er. F o r the  m in d se t o f  th e  re s t o f  th e  T atm adaw  
le ad e rsh ip , th is  w as  p e rc e iv e d  as co n c ilia to ry  to  th e  foes an d  th re a ts  to  th e  T atm adaw  
w h ile  K h in  N y u n t re a p e d  p o litic a l an d  eco n o m ica l b en e fits  fro m  th e  su ccessfu l 
n eg o tia tio n s . T h u s, th e  cau se s  o f  co n flic ts  b e tw e e n  K h in  N y u n t, M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  
an d  th e  T atm adaw  co u ld  be  fo u n d  b o th  o n  in s titu tio n a l an d  p e rso n a l leve ls.

C h a p te r  T h ree  a n a ly se d  th e  p o w e r d y n am ics  o f  e c o n o m y  an d  its  re la tio n s  b e tw een  
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  an d  th e  T atm adaw . R esea rch  fo u n d  th a t M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w as a 
n ew  em e rg in g  e co n o m y . W h ereas  th e  T atm adaw  h ad  trad itio n a lly  b een  in v o lv ed  in  
M y a n m a r’s e c o n o m y  su ch  as h eav y  in d u stry , m in in g  an d  ag ric u ltu ra l sec to r, M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce  fo u n d  n e w  b u s in e ss  in  a  n ich e  m ark e t, in c lu d in g  m e d ia  an d  In fo rm a tio n  
T ech n o lo g y . W ith  h is  n e g o tia tin g  sk ills , K h in  N y u n t fo rg ed  n e w  a llian ce  w ith  the  
a rm ed  e th n ic  g ro u p s  an d  th e  reg io n a l p lay e rs  su ch  as T h a ila n d ’s P rim e  M in s te r  T h ak sin , 
w h ich  b ro u g h t M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  n ew  lu c ra tiv e  b u s in e ss  d ea ls  an d  re so u rce s . W ith  
the  a rm ed  e th n ic  g ro u p s  cam e n e w  b u sin ess  ch an ces  in  b o rd e r  trad e . T h e  T atm adaw  
p e rce iv ed  th a t K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w ere  d o m in a tin g  an d  m o n o p o liz in g
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th e  p u b lic  re so u rc e s , w h ic h  cau sed  th e  co n flic t o f  eco n o m ic  in te res ts . T h e  T atm adaw  
in te rv en ed  to  s to p  a ll th e se  b u s in e ss  p ro jec ts  in itia ted  b y  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce .

C h a p te r  F o u r  illu s tra te d  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e ’s p o w e r o v e r  in fo rm a tio n . K h in  
N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  h a d  a  tig h t g rip  on  b o th  in f lo w  an d  o u tf lo w  o f  
in fo rm atio n . W ith  th a t p o w er, th ey  p ro jec ted  “ a b e tte r  im a g e ” o f  th e  m ilita ry  
g o v e rn m e n t an d  K h in  N y u n t. B u t th e  “b e tte r  im ag e” c la sh ed  w ith  th e  v a lu e s  w h ich  the 
T atm adaw  h e ld . รนน K y i’s p h o to s  o r  a rtic les  ab o u t th e  d e m o c ra tiz in g  p ro cess  o f  
M y a n m a r a p p e a re d  on  th e  M yan m ar Times, w h ic h  th e  so n  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  
sen io r o ffic ia l o w n ed , w o u ld  a lm o s t n ev e r ap p ea r on  th e  s ta te -o w n e d  n ew sp ap er. 
M yan m ar T im es  w as sy m b o lic  o f  th e  n e a r-au to n o m y  an d  d e f ia n t a ttitu d e  o f  M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce  to  th e  T atm adaw  lead e rsh ip . T h e  n e w  v a lu es  th e  “b e tte r  im a g e ” ca rried  
p o sed  a th re a t to  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  Tatm adaw , h en ce  th e  fo rce fu l te rm in a tio n  o f  the  
ac tiv itie s  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce .

T he  th e s is  co n c lu d e s  th a t a lth o u g h  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  n e ith e r 
p o sed  a  p h y s ic a l th re a t to  th e  le ad e rsh ip  n o r a ttem p ted  to  s tag e  a  co u p  d ’é ta t to  take 
o v e r th e  to p  le a d e r ’s p o s t, M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  ch a llen g ed  th e  T atm adaw  by  g a in in g  
v a rio u s  p o w e r b a se s  e lse w h e re  th a n  th e  Tatm adaw . P o litic a lly , e c o n o m ic a lly  and  
cu ltu ra lly , K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  o u tg re w  th e ir  g iv en  p o s itio n  in  the  
m ilita ry  to  p o se  a  th re a t to  th e  T atam adaw . T h u s, in  th e  en d  th e  T atm adaw  lead ersh ip  
d ec id ed  to  o u s t K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  in  o rd e r  to  k eep  th e  co h eren ce  o f  
the  T atm adaw . T h e  T atm adaw  ch o se  its f irs t an d  fo re m o st p r io rity  to  k eep  i ts e lf  f irm ly  
as th e  m ilita ry  in s titu tio n .

5.2 Purge-ridden Military Intelligence -  Systematic Failure?

W h en  th e  o u s te r  o f  K h in  N y u n t to o k  p lace , e ld e rly  c itiz en s  w ith  lo n g -te rm  
m em o ry  in  Y a n g o n  m ad e  th e  sam e co m m en t, “ th is  is n o th in g  n e w  in  o u r h is to ry ” . 1 
T he life  o n  th e  c iv ilia n  s id e  o f  th e  so c ie ty  co n tin u ed  as i f  n o th in g  h a d  h ap p en ed . T he 
m o d e m  h is to ry  o f  th e  T atm adaw  in d eed  has w itn e sse d  re p e titio n s  o f  p u rg es  fro m  large

1 P e rs o n a l c o m m u n ic a t io n s , Y a n g o n , O c to b e r  2 0 04
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to  sm all scale . In  1983, th e  In te llig en ce  C h ie f  B rig . T in  O o  w as sack ed  w ith  a  huge  
p o rtio n  o f  th e  in te llig e n c e  c o m m u n ity , fo r w h ich  a m a in  e x p la n a tio n  w as th a t T in  O o 
w as b e c o m in g  to o  p o p u la r  an d  p o w erfu l thus b eco m in g  a  th re a t to  th e  late  P re s id en t N e 
W in.

T w o  d ecad es  b e fo re  th a t ev en t, in  1961, a se ries  o f  s im ila r  p u rg e s  to o k  p lace  u n d er 
บ  N u ’s g o v e rn m e n t, w h ic h  a lso  h ad  to  do  w ith  the  in te llig en ce  ap p a ra tu s  o f  th e  m ilita ry . 
G en . N e  W in , w h o  w as to  lead  the  m ilita ry  co u p  th e  fo llo w in g  y ea r, f ired  B rig . M au n g  
M au n g , th e n  D ire c to r  o f  M ilita ry  T ra in in g  w h o  w as co n s id e red  to  b e  th e  seco n d  o r th ird  
m o st p o w erfu l o ff ic e r  in  th e  T atm adaw . C a llah an  fo u n d  th a t th e  o u s te r  w as p ro b ab ly  
due to  th e  fac t th a t “N e  W in  d id  n o t ap p ro v e  M au n g  M a u n g ’s c lo se  w o rk in g  
re la tio n sh ip  w ith  บ .ร . o ffic ia ls , p a rtic u la rly  th o se  fro m  th e  C IA .” 2 A cc o rd in g  to  
C a llah an , M a u n g  M a u n g  h ad  fo rm ed  a “re sea rch  u n it” u n d e r h is  D ire c to ra te  o f  
E d u ca tio n  to  in itia te  co u n te r-in te llig e n ce  ac tiv itie s  b ecau se  M a u n g  M a u n g  an d  N e  W in  
ag reed  th a t th e  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  th e  a rm y ’s in te llig en ce  w as p o o r. M a u n g  M au n g  
h an d p ick ed  o ffic e rs  fro m  th e  a rm y , n av y  and  a ir  fo rce  to  fo rm  th e  ’’re se a rch  u n it” , fo r 
tra in in g  w h ic h  a C IA  at th e  บ .ร . e m b assy  h e lp ed  to  o rg a n iz e .3 T h e  rea so n s  fo r the  
o u ste r, C a lla h a n  a rg u ed , co u ld  be  e ith e r th a t M au n g  M a u n g ’s m o v e  led  to  a  p erso n a l 
r iv a lry  w ith  th e n  D ire c to r  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce , B o  L w in , w h o  m ig h t h av e  rep o rted  to  
N e  W in  th a t M au n g  M a u n g  w as to o  c lo se  to  th e  บ .ร . in flu en ce  o r th a t  M au n g  M au n g  
w ith  h is  k n o w n  s tro n g  a n ti-c o m m u n ism  p o s itio n , w as seen  to  p o ss ib ly  m o u n t a  C IA - 
b ack ed  m ilita ry  co u p  a g a in s t N e  W in . M au n g  M a u n g ’s “re s ig n a tio n ” w as fo llo w ed  by  a 
p u rg e  o f  n in e  b r ig a d e  co m m a n d e rs  and  one reg io n a l c o m m a n d e r4, fro m  w h ic h  N e W in  
re o rg a n iz ed  th e  c o m m a n d  s tru c tu re  o f  th e  T atm adaw  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r th e  d e fin itiv e  
m ilita ry  co u p  o f  1962.

T h e  h is to ry  su g g es ts  th a t th e  rep e titiv e  p u rg es  h av e  ta k e n  p la c e  w ith in  o r c lo se r 
c irc le  o f  th e  in te llig e n c e  ap p ara tu s . A n  o b se rv e r a s tu te ly  su g g es ted  th a t th e se  p u rg es  are 
“ sy m p to m s o f  a  sy s te m ic  p ro b lem  o f  a reg im e  ex e rtin g  tig h t so c ia l co n tro l th ro u g h  the  
co e rc iv e  p o w e rs  o f  an  in te llig e n c e  ap p ara tu s . T h e  la tte r  o u tg re w  its  u se fu ln e ss  w h en  it 
b ecam e p e rv a s iv e  an d  a ll-p o w e rfu l th ro u g h  its ab ility  to  am ass  an d  filte r  in fo rm a tio n  
(k n o w led g e  is p o w er), ex e rc ise  ex tra -ju d ic ia l a u th o rity  an d  en jo y  g re a t o p e ra tio n a l

2 C a lla h a n , M a k in g  E n e m ie s ,  p i  99

3 Ib id ., p i 99

4 T h e  N a t io n ,  6 F e b ru a ry  1961 c ite d  b y  C a lla h a n , M a k in g  E n e m ie s ,  p 2 0 0
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la titu d e  in  th e  n am e  o f  n a tio n a l secu rity . “ 5 T h is an a ly s is  c a n  su g g e s t th a t as long  as the  
T atm adaw  re lie s  on  its in te llig en ce  ap p ara tu s  to  fo rce  its w ill o n  th e  c iv ilia n  side o f  the 
so c ie ty , th e se  p u rg e s  in e v ita b ly  re c u r  in  fu tu re . T h e  fau lt m ay  be  e m b e d d e d  in  its 
system .

5.3 Military-as-Institution vs. Military-as-Government

I t is o f  in te re s t o n ce  a g a in  to  go  b ack  to  th e  “M ilita ry  R e g im e  C o lla p se ” th eo rie s  
o f  L a tin  A m erica . R o u q u ie  an d  P rzew o rsk i a d v o ca ted  th a t th e  m ilita ry  c o u ld  n o t 
b eco m e  th e  g o v e rn m e n t w ith o u t ceas in g  to  be  the  m ilita ry  an d  th a t c o n flic ts  arise 
b e tw een  th e  m ilita ry -a s -g o v e m m e n t an d  m ilita ry -a s-in s titu tio n . In  case  o f  M y an m ar, the 
T atm adaw  d id  n o t co llap se , b u t th e  co n flic ts  w ere  se rio u s  e n o u g h  th a t  th e  w h o le  
in te llig en ce  o rg a n  h ad  to  be  ex tirp a ted . It w as the  T atm adaw  as in s titu tio n  i ts e lf  w h ich  
d e leg a ted  th e  a u th o rity  to  K h in  N y u n t and  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  to  fu n c tio n  as 
g o v ern m en t. T h e re fo re , co u ld  it be an a ly zed  th a t th e  p a tte rn  o f  re p e titiv e  p u rg es  o f  
in te llig en ce  a p p a ra tu s  is ex ac tly  th e  p a tte rn  o f  th is  co n flic t b e tw e e n  m ilita ry -a s-  
in s titu tio n  an d  m ilita ry -a s -g o v e m m e n t?

T he d iffe re n ce  b e tw e e n  L a tin  A m erica  and  M y a n m a r is th a t in  M y a n m a r the  
T a tm a d a w -a s - in s titu tio n  has a lw ay s p rev a iled  o v e r in te llig e n c e -a s -g o v em m e n t. It m ay  
be  b ecau se  th e  T atm adaw , w h en  faced  w ith  ch o ices  b e tw e e n  b e c o m in g  th e  g o v ern m en t 
o r  s tay in g  as th e  m ilita ry , c h o o ses  to  stay  as the  m ilita ry . A n o th e r  re a so n  co u ld  be th a t 
ev en  i f  so m e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  T atm adaw  w ish  to  tran sfo rm  th e  m ilita ry  in to  g o v ern m en t, 
th e re  are  no  su b s ta n tia l g ro u p s  o u ts id e  the  T atm adaw  to  fo rm  a llian ce  w ith , w h ereas  in  
case  o f  L a tin  A m e ric a , th e re  w ere  am p le  p o ten tia l p o litic a l a llie s  o u ts id e  th e  in s titu tio n  
o f  th e  m ilita ry .

T h e re fo re , it co u ld  be  a rg u ed  th a t as long  as th e  T atm adaw  d e le g a te s  the  au th o rity  
to  ru n  th e  d a y -to -d a y  a ffa irs  o f  th e  c iv ilian  side  o f  th e  so c ie ty  to  a  g ro u p  -  in  the  p ast it 
w as u su a lly  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  -  th e  p a tte rn  o f  co n flic t b e tw e e n  th e  T atm adaw  - a s  -  
in s titu tio n  an d  th e  T a tm a d a w (a  g ro u p  o f) -a s -g o v e rn m e n t w ill o c c u r  fro m  tim e  to  tim e. 
A g a in , th e  f la w  e x is ts  a lread y  w h en  th e  T atm adaw  s tays in  p o w e r to  ru n  th e  g overnm en t.

5 N a m e  w ith h e ld , ‘ T h e  P ra e to ria n  P a ra d o x  -  the P a th o lo g y  o f  C o e r c iv e  P o w e r ’ , A s ia n  A n a ly s is ,  
D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 4 , a cc e sse d  at h ttp :/ / w w w .a se a n fo cu s .c o m / a s ia n a n a ly s is/ a rt ic le .c fm ? a rt ic le ID = 8 0 1  on  10 

M a r c h  2 0 0 6

http://www.aseanfocus.com/asiananalysis/article.cfm?articleID=801
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T o da te , th e re  ex is ts  a  s tro n g  ten d en cy  am o n g  o b se rv e rs  o f  M y a n m a r to  lo o k  at 
M y a n m a r as v e ry  u n iq u e  an d  to  b e liev e  th a t n o th in g  like  it ex is ts  e lsew h ere . C u ltu ra l 
ex p lan a tio n s  fo r  th e  d u ra b ility  o f  th e  T atm adaw  ru le  d e riv e  fro m  sam e  ap p ro ach . B u t to  
take  a s tep  b ack  to  c o m p are  b e tw e e n  the  ex p e rien ces  o f  co u n trie s  o f  d iffe re n t reg io n  o f  
th e  w o rld  su ch  as L a tin  A m erica  an d  w h a t is h ap p en in g  in  M y a n m a r  n o w  w o u ld  be 
fa sc in a tin g  an d  m ay  h e lp  US u n d e rs tan d  in  to ta lly  d iffe ren t ligh t. T h is  co u ld  be a  su b jec t 
o f  fu rth e r resea rch .

5.4 The Wave of Globalization

A n a ly s in g  th e  p o w e r o f  eco n o m y  led  th e  au th o r to  th e  re a liz a tio n  th a t th e  w av e  o f  
g lo b a liz a tio n  d id  n o t p a ss  o v e r M y an m ar, ev en  th o u g h  th e  co u n try  is u n d e r h eav y  
eco n o m ic  sa n c tio n  b y  th e  w est. A lv in  T o ffle r in  1980 c a te g o riz ed  p o w e r  in  th ree  
d iffe ren t fo rm s: V io len ce , W e a lth  an d  K n o w led g e . H is  a rg u m e n t w a s  th a t k n o w led g e , 
n o t v io le n c e  n o r  m o n ey , is th e  e ssen ce  o f  p o w e r in  th e  in fo rm a tio n  ag e  o f  th e  tw en ty  
firs t c e n tu r y .6 T h e  a u th o r  does n o t ag ree  w ith  h is  a rg u m e n t fro m  th e  p o in t th a t there  
are m an y  p a rts  o f  th e  w o rld  w h ere  v io len ce  still ru les , h o w ev er, it is in te re s tin g  to  look  
a t p o w er fro m  h is  ca teg o rie s . A t th e  end  o f  th e  tw e n tie th  cen tu ry  w h ic h  saw  severa l o f  
th e  d e a d lie s t w a rs  in  h u m a n  h is to ry , T o ff le r ’ร ex p ec ta tio n s  fo r k n o w le d g e -b a se d  
so c ie tie s  w ere  h ig h . In  h is  v iew , “ the  th ird  w a v e ” w as e n g u lfin g  th e  w o rld , w h ereb y  
p o w e r o f  k n o w le d g e  w as rep lac in g  co m m erc ia l w ea lth  as p r im a ry  so u rce  o f  pow er. 
A p p ly in g  th e se  c a te g o rie s  o f  p o w e r to  M y an m ar, th e  m ili ta ry ’s p r im a ry  p o w e r  is w h a t 
w as c a te g o riz ed  as v io len ce . It is th e  m ig h t o f  m ilita ry  th a t still h o ld s  th e  u ltim a te  p o w er 
th an  an y  o th e r  fo rm s. W e a lth  co m es a lo n g  w ith  th e  m ig h t. T h e  m ilita ry  is th e  d o m in an t 
in s titu tio n  “ c o -o p tin g  an d  co n tro llin g  the  e c o n o m y ” . 7 T h e  o p e n -d o o r-p o lic y  and  
m a rk e t-o r ie n ted  e c o n o m ic  p o lic y  o f  the  m ilita ry  reg im e  sin ce  1988 h as  m ad e  the  
m ilita ry  e v en  m o re  “ u b iq u ito u s” 8 th ro u g h o u t the  so c ia l and  e c o n o m ic  sy s tem  o f  the 
so c ie ty  as a  w h o le .

In  M y a n m a r’s e co n o m ic  scen e  w ith  w h ich  th e  m ilita ry  so in te r-w o v en , K h in  
N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  d id  n o t hav e  a b ig  p lace  in  c o m p a riso n  w ith  th e  g ian t

6 S e e  A lv i n  T o f f le r ’ s T h e  T h ir d  W a ve  (1 9 8 0 ) and P o w e r s h if t:  K n o w le d g e , W ea lth , V io le n c e  a t  th e  
E d g e  o f  2 1 s' C e n tu r y  (1 9 9 0 ), b oth  N e w  Y o r k ,  B a n ta m  B o o k s .

_ S te in b e rg , B u r m a  p i 35
8 S te in b e rg , B u r m a  p74
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A rm y  in  th e  ea rly  s tag e . W h ereas  th e  A rm y  h ad  to  fig h t le ss  an d  less th ro u g h  th e  1990’ร, 
K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w ere  b u sy  n e g o tia tin g  w ith  th e  p o litic a l 
c o u n te rp a rts  an d  a rm e d  e th n ic  g roups. T h e  w av e  o f  g lo b a liz a tio n  d id  reach  M y an m ar, 
to o , an d  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  h ad  the  so u rces o f  p o w er, th a t w as  in fo rm a tio n  o r 
k n o w led g e  in  T o ff le r ’s te rm . T h ey  a lso  h ad  h u m a n  reso u rce s , w h o  u n d e rs to o d  w h a t w as 
g o in g  on  in  th e  o u ts id e  w o rld , sp o k e  E n g lish , and  k n ew  h o w  to  n e g o tia te , ra th e r th an  to  
figh t. It m a tc h e d  th e  tim in g  w h en  the  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m en t w as  e n c o u ra g in g  g o v ern m en t 
d ep a rtm en ts  u n o ff ic ia lly  to  g en e ra te  ad d itio n a l in co m e  ra th e r  th a n  re ly in g  on  
g o v e rn m e n t’s su p p ly  o f  rice  an d  oil.

M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  u sed  its fu ll c ap ac ity  o f  k n o w le d g e  to  s ta rt its  b u s in ess  in 
In fo rm a tio n  T e c h n o lo g y  an d  m ed ia  sec to rs , as d iscu ssed  in  C h a p te r  th re e  an d  four. O n  
to p  o f  b e in g  n e w ly  e m e rg in g  eco n o m ic  p o w er, th ro u g h  th e ir  b u s in e ss , th e  o u trig h t 
c ro n y ism  b ecam e  p re v a le n t as in  th e  case  o f  B ag an  C y b e rte c h  o r th e  M ya n m a r Tim es.
In  case  o f  B a g a n  C y b e rte c h , T h a i P rim e  M in is te r  T h ak s in  S h in a w a tra  an d  th e  co m p an y  
S h in  S a te llite  w h ic h  T h a k s in  fo u n d ed  w ere  in v o lv ed , an d  100 m illio n  U S D  w o rth  o f  
c red it line  fro m  th e  T h a i g o v e rn m e n t w as g u a ran teed  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  co u n trie s , la rg e ly  
fo r the  sa te llite  an d  te le c o m m u n ic a tio n  in fra s tru c tu re  deal.

P o w e r o f  m o n e y  m ad e  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  v u ln e ra b le  in  th e  sen se  th a t th e  top  
sen io r o ffic ia ls  in  p a r tic u la r  b ecam e  to o  p re o c c u p ie d  w ith  e x c ite m e n t an d  th e  w ea lth  
th a t th e  n e w  In fo rm a tio n  T ech n o lo g y  b ro u g h t. A  fo rm er M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  o ffice r 
w h o  h ad  w o rk e d  in  th e  T atm adaw  since  the  1 9 7 0 ’ร ad m itted  th a t as th e  re sp o n s ib ilitie s  
and  th e  s ize  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  ex p an d ed , the  o rg a n iz a tio n  b ecam e  b u lk ie r  and  the  
q u a lity  o f  p e rso n n e l d e te rio ra ted . S en io r o ffice rs  w h o  w ere  in v o lv e d  in  IT  o r m ed ia  
seem ed  fa r to o  b u sy  w ith  b u s in ess  th a t th ey  w ere  d is trac ted  fro m  th e ir  in te llig en ce  
p ro fe ss io n , to  th e  e x te n t th a t th ey  co u ld  n o t d e tec t o r  p re v e n t th e  g rav e  an d  im m in en t 
d a n g e r th e y  faced .

5.5 Khin Nyunt’s Contradictions

T h e  d o w n fa ll o f  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w as th e  c o n seq u en ce  o f  the  
p o w er d y n am ics  w ith in  th e  T atm adaw . T h e  au th o r feels, th o u g h , th e  fu n d am en ta l 
v u ln e ra b ility  o f  K h in  N y u n t w as th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  c o n tra d ic tio n s  w h ic h  h is  p o s itio n s  in  
the  m ilita ry  an d  th e  g o v e rn m e n t had  o b lig ed  h im .
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K h in  N y u n t’s ta sk s  as C h ie f  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  an d  as S ec re ta ry  O ne o f  
S P D C  an d  la te r  th e  P rim e  M in is te r  o f  M y a n m a r w ere  c o n tra d ic to ry  in  m a n y  aspects. 
T h ese  c o n tra d ic tio n s  w e re  a  so u rce  o f  v u ln e rab ility  fo r h im . A s s p y  C h ie f  K h in  N y u n t 
h ad  th e  ta sk  o f  e x tra c tin g  in fo rm a tio n  from  p o ten tia l p o litic a l an d  in su rg e n t en em ies  
an d  “ c ru sh  in te rn a l an d  e x te rn a l e le m e n ts” i f  need ed . H e w as a lso  re sp o n s ib le  for 
n e g o tia tin g  w ith  its p o litic a l en em y  A u n g  S an  รนน K yi an d  N L D . K h in  N y u n t and  h is 
su b o rd in a te s  a lso  h e ld  se rie s  o f  n eg o tia tio n s  w ith  e th n ic  a rm ed  g ro u p s  w h ic h  w ere  m ore  
su ccessfu l, w ith  th e  c o n c re te  c ea se fire  ag reem en ts . A t th e  sam e  tim e  K h in  N y u n t had  
th e  face  o f  th e  c o u n try  w h e n  it cam e  to  in te rn a tio n a l re la tio n s . In  a  d e sp e ra te  b id  to  
b reak  th e  d e a d lo c k e d  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  the  บ .ร ., K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  
w en t as fa r  as h ir in g  a  lo b b y in g  firm  to  se ll M y a n m a r’s b e tte r  im a g e  to  W ash in g to n , 
th o u g h  u n su c c e ssfu lly . T h e  fac t th a t he  w as o ften  p e rce iv ed  as a “m o d e ra te ” in  the  
o u ts id e  w o rld  p ro v e d  h is  sk ill o f  n e g o tia tio n  and  d ip lo m acy . B u t th a t w as co n trad ic to ry  
to  the  fac t th a t he  an d  h is  ag en ts  w ere  th e  m o st d ep lo re d  by  th e  c o u n try m e n  o f  h is  ow n 
n ation .

W h a t w as sy m b o lic a lly  co n tra d ic to ry  w as th e  fac t th a t K h in  N y u n t b ecam e  the  
m o st v is ib le  an d  h ig h -p ro file d  g en era l o f  the  a rm ed  fo rces. A s S ec re ta ry  O ne an d  P rim e  
M in is te r , a tte n d in g  in te rn a tio n a l co n fe ren ces  and  v is itin g  fo re ig n  c o u n trie s  rep re sen tin g  
M y an m ar. M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  w as a p ro p a g a n d a  m ach in e  w ith  K h in  N y u n t at th e  top , 
w h o  gav e  h is  o w n  p re ss  c o n fe re n ce s  and  led  v a rio u s  p ress  to u rs  in  th e  ea rly  y ears . K h in  
N y u n t o v e rsa w  c o n te n ts  o f  n e w sp a p e r a rtic le s  i f  th e  co n ten ts  w e re  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  h im . 
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  c o n tr ib u te d  a lo t to  m ak in g  K h in  N y u n t m o s t v is ib le  genera l.

K h in  N y u n t’s v is ib ility  b ecam e  an im p ed im en t fo r h is  p o s itio n  as C h ie f  o f  
In te llig en ce . In te llig e n c e  in  g en era l, by  n a tu re , in v o lv es  c la n d e s tin e  o p e ra tio n s  and  is a 
sec re tiv e  o rg a n iz a tio n . In  no  co u n try  does a  p ro fe ss io n a l sp y  p ro fe ss  h is  id en tity . C ol. 
S an  P w in t, w h o  w as D e p u ty  H ead  o f  In te rio r D e p a rtm e n t o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce , (n o w  
ja ile d )  p u b lish e d  a b o o k  in  2 0 0 4  o f  th e  h is to ry  in te llig en ce  g a th e rin g  d u rin g  th e  P ag an  
p e r io d  to  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  M y an m ar, w ro te  in  its p re face :

The In telligen ce service acts as the eyes and the ears o f  the country. The 
Intelligence Forces are working hard with life ’s dedication for the interest 
o f  the country, the governm ent and the people. The Intelligence forces are 
usually considered  as an “Invisib le G overnm ent” because o f  its important
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role in govern ing the country. They are also thought as heroes behind the
curtain because o f  the nature o f  their secret w o r k s .9

O n  th e  co n tra ry , M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  u n d e r K h in  N y u n t w as  m o re  v is ib le  th an  
an y  o th e r o rg an s  o f  th e  T a tm ad aw . T h ey  co u ld  n o t k eep  ev e ry th in g  sec re tiv e  anym ore . 
T h e  fac t th a t M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  b ecam e  so v is ib le  an d  p e n e tra b le  m ig h t have  
su g g ested  th a t  it sh o u ld  h av e  cea sed  as an  in te llig en ce  o rgan .

5.5 True Colours of the Tatmadaw

W h y  d id  m a n y  o b se rv e rs  p e rce iv e  K h in  N y u n t as “ one  o f  th e  m o s t p o w e rfu l” till 
th e  m o m e n t o f  h is  d o w n fa ll?  Jo u rn a lis t A u n g  Z aw  b e liev es , “w e  w ere  m isg u id e d  by  h is 
im age. K h in  N y u n t w ith  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w as a  sm all p a rt o f  th e  a rm e d  fo rces, bu t 
h is im age w as in fla ted  c le v e rly  b y  b rig h t an d  in te llig en t p e rso n n e l a ro u n d  h im .” 10 
M ilita ry  In te ll ig e n c e ’s w eap o n s  w ere  th e  in fo rm a tio n  and  th e  m e d ia  o u tle ts , and  the  
im age o f  K h in  N y u n t p ro je c te d  by  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w as la rg e r  th a n  h is  rea l p o w er 
w ith in  th e  m ilita ry .

M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  w as c red ited  w ith  “n ea r o m n ip o te n c e  in  B u rm a ’s p o litica l 
re a lm ” 11 an d  “ u b iq u ito u s  an d  w id e ly  fea red  th ro u g h o u t th e  so c ie ty ” .12 H o w ev er, it w as 
o m n ip o te n t an d  u b iq u ito u s  w ith in  the  p o litica l rea lm  in th e  c iv ilia n  s id e  o f  th e  soc ie ty . 
T h e  o m n ip o te n c e  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w as m ere ly  th e  re f le c tio n  o f  th e  T atm adaw  on  
a m irro r th a t w as  M y a n m a r  c iv ilia n  soc ie ty . In  tru th , it is th e  in s titu tio n  o f  the  
T atm adaw  th a t re m a in s  o m n ip o ten t. M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w as o n ly  th e  to o l to  im p o se  
the  w ill o f  th e  T atm adaw  on  the  c iv ilians.

M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  sta ff, p e rh ap s  in c lu d in g  K h in  N y u n t h im se lf , o v e re s tim a ted  
th e ir  p o w er. T h e ir  p o litic a l an d  eco n o m ic  p o w e r w as g ro w in g  to o  ra p id ly  to  the  ex ten t 
th a t it w as g o in g  to  m o n o p o liz e  th e  n ew ly  fo u n d  w e a lth  o f  in te llig e n c e  b u s in e ss . T he 
p o w er d id  n o t m a tc h  th e ir  m ilita ry  p o w er, and  w as p e rc e iv e d  to  be  ab u s iv e  o f  the

9 C o l .  S an  P w in t, T h e  In te l l ig e n c e  S e r v ic e  in  th e  e r a  o f  A n c ie n t  M y a n m a r  K in g d o m s  
(S a n  Y a e  K y i  S a r P a e , Y a n g o n :  2 0 0 4 )  O r ig in a l ly  in M y a n m a r  la n g u a g e .

'° A u t h o r ’ s in te rv ie w  w ith  A u n g  Z a w , E d it o r  o f  the I r r a w a d d y ,  7 F e b ru a ry , 2 0 0 6

11 B e r t il  L in tn e r , “ V e lv e t  G lo v e ” , F a r  E a s te r  E c o n o m ic  R e v ie w ,  7 M a y  1998 c ite d  b y  C a lla h a n ,  

M a k in g  E n e m ie s ,  p 2 12

12 S te in b e rg , B u r m a ,  p 7 4
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au th o rity  d e le g a te d  b y  th e  m ilita ry  lead e rsh ip . T h e  m ilita ry  ac ted , re so r tin g  to  its c lassic  
m e th o d  -  m ilita ry  in te rv en tio n .

F o r  th e  T atm adaw , th e  ex is ten ce  o f  m ilita ry  o rd e r re m a in e d  an d  w ill rem a in  the  
u tm o s t p rio rity . T h e  d ism a n tlin g  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  d id  n o t m e a n  th a t M y a n m a r’ร 
m ilita ry  lo st its in te llig en ce  ap p ara tu s . T he p o lic e  sp ec ia l b ra n c h  h as  ta k e n  o v e r som e o f  
th e  d u tie s  th a t u sed  to  b e lo n g  to  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  su ch  as m o n ito r in g  p o litica l 
p o ten tia l th re a ts  in  Y an g o n . T h e  A rm y  u n d e r M au n g  A ye h ad  m o s t lik e ly  p rep a red  to  
b u ild  a  n e w  o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t sh o u ld  be co n tro lled  m o re  d irec tly  b y  th e  a rm ed  fo rces 
su p rem e  co m m an d . 13 F o r n o w , w ith  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  o u t o f  the  
p ic tu re , th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f  th e  T atm adaw  has lo s t its e lo q u en ce . Its tru e  co lo u rs  are like ly  
to  em erg e  w ith o u t th e  w in d o w -d re sse d , b e tte r- th an -rea l im ag e  o f  th e  T atm adaw .

13 B e r t i l  L itn e r ,  “ M y a n m a r  P a y b a c k  T im e ”  J a n e s  D e fe n c e  W e e k ly ,  15 A p r i l  2 0 0 5 , acce sse d  at 

h ttp :/ / w w w .a s ia p a c if ic m s .c o m / a rt ic le s/ m y a n m a r_ p a y b a c k /  o n  3 M a r c h  2 0 0 6 .
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