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# # 6080151922 : MAJOR PHILOSOPHY

KEYWORD: Daoist Philosophy, Zhuangzi, Reclusion, Self, Individuality, Value
Warot Ounhasuttiyanon : THE NOTION OF RECLUSION IN THE ZHUANGZI.
Advisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. SARINYA ARUNKHAJORNSAK

The notion of reclusion in the Zhuangzi is often understood as a
withdrawal from the political and social sphere to live like a hermit in the
wilderness. This thesis proposes that the notion of reclusion in the Zhuangzi does
not only consist of the hermit-like reclusion in order to protect one’s purity, but
also the reclusion within society, a reclusion from political power by living a simple
life, including the reclusion called “hiding within heaven.” The reason is that there
are stories in the Inner Chapter of the Zhuangzi obviously suggest about the way

of living in political sphere.

As for the reclusion by “hiding within heaven,” this does not necessitate a
withdrawal from the political and social sphere. One can hide and avoid from
dangers while living in transforming world with flexibility by loosening one’s own
strict thought and fixed aim of self-cultivation. Through the realization of living with
myriad things as constant transforming things in the world and the awareness
about the diversity of value and self. The reclusion by “hiding within heaven”
shows a significance of Daoist reclusion as one of the ways to cope with the

tensions in self, influenced by Confucius’ notion of constructing socialized self.

Field of Study:  Philosophy Student's Signature ......cccccceeeeieieinn.

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature ......cccceceeveirene.
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