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# # 6180101622 : MAJOR HISTORY
KEYWORD: WAR NEWS PROCESSING, THE COMMISSION FOR NEWS PROCESSING IN EMERGENCY
TIME, THE FAR EAST INTELLIGENCE COMMISSION, SECOND WORLD WAR, THAI
NEUTRALITY POLICY
Kritsada Buranamanas : THE ROLES OF THE COMMISSION FOR NEWS PROCESSING IN
EMERGENCY TIME AND THE FAR EAST INTELLIGENCE COMMISSION, 1939-1941. Advisor: Assoc.
Prof. WASANA WONGSURAWAT, Ph.D.

The gathering of news and information from sources in various areas in the world is an
important part of the intelligence that cuide government policies under different circumstances,
including wartime. After the outbreak of the Second World War, the Thai government decided to engage
as a neutral nation. Also, during this period, special commissions for processing war news were
established, including the Commission for News Processing in Emergency Time, and the Far East
Intelligence Commission, for gathering news and information from both belligerent states and neutral

states. The commissions were in operation from September 1939 to December 1941.

War news processing provided important information that helped the Thai government
maintain neutrality during the earlier period of the Second World War. The news included updates on
war circumstances in Europe and the escalating tensions in the Far East, for example, news on
international politics, military warfare news, economic news, as well as news on situation at the borders
between Thailand and neighboring colonies. Considering effects of the war on Thailand during this
period of neutrality—economic effects from the economic struggles in Europe and economic sanctions
in the Far East, effects from the escalating tension in the Far East prior to the outbreak of the Greater
East Asian War—it is fair to conclude that Thailand had been involved in the Second World War from
the first outbreak of the war in Europe in 1939. News that had been collected and appear in war news
processing documents for the Thai government provided important information that helped maintain
the nation’s neutrality for as long as possible. Despite major events that threatened Thailand’s neutrality
claim, such as, the Indochina Conflict and Thailand’s tense relations with Japan amidst rising conflicts
of interest in the Far East, war news processing carried on throughout the period of Thailand’s neutrality

claims.

Field of Study: History Student's Signature ......ccccoceveeninene.
Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature .........cceevveerieenne.
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