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Papitchaya Wattanakrai : Representation and Characterization of Eunuch in Thai

Entertainment. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Thanasin Chutintaranond, Ph.D.

Thai entertainment such as historical dramas and films storylinesrarely included
other characters such as “Eunuch” in the stories. During 2001, the glory era of historical
Thai films and dramas, to the present in 2020; there are 3 films and dramas that have
provided in Eunuch characters in: Suriyothai ( 2001) , Sri- Ayothaya ( 2017 - 2018) ,
and Nueng Dao Fa Diao (2018). This study aims to compare the representation of eunuch
in Thai films and dramas to a portrait of historical Thai eunuch, explaining similarities and
differences between both, also to analyze characterization and storytelling through a
quality research using content analysis. According to the study, eunuch’s representation
and an image of historical eunuch have the same otherness and queerness, which provide
them chances to access specialized knowledge and be treated unfamiliarly. Both
share many differences on appearances and duties; which all are up to the producers,
influeneced by historical interpretation and previous work references. Moreover, even
though all 3 works are telling story based on the same timeline, their stories’ structures
are completely different; yet, they have shared the main idea of honoring Thai royal

families.
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