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Abhstract

The Relationships between Interest in
Reading Topics and Learner Variables with Language

Achievement of Chulalongkorn University First Year Students.

* The cbjectives of this research are to conduct a general

~survey of Chulalongkorn University first year students' interest in

reading topics and to investigate the three following relationships:
the students® interest in reading topics (both general and subject-

specific), the student variables (sex, faculty and number of ‘years

- of language learning) and their language achieveément (grades obtained

from Reading and Oral Communication courses). The sample group
consists of 834 first year students randomly selected from the 14

faculties in Chula. The instrument used is a set of rating scales.

The SPSS program is employed in the data analysis. Examination
of the reliabilitv co=-efficient shows high reliability. The topics
of high interest fall into two majn categories: firstly, topics of
common'interest,_namely travel, shért stories and comic strips,
wonders of the world, interesting traditions, and current events and
secondly, topics of specific interest in which students in particular
discipline~related faculties are interested. The result of the .
analysis indicates that general topics, subject-specific topics, sex
and number of years of language learning are related to the students' .

knowledge of English accounting for O to 33 per cent.
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