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# # 6180929024 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD:
Natthika Thongchai : CAMBODIA'S BANDWAGONING STRATEGY TOWARDS
CHINA BETWEEN 2012-2019. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Pongphisoot Busbarat

This individual study examines the factors of Cambodia’s Bandwagoning
Strategy towards China between 2012-2019. Even though Cambodia was at risk and
faced many consequences by receiving investment and aid from China, whether on
economic aspect, politic aspect, and Socio-cultural aspect, Cambodia still chose to
adopt the Bandwagoning strategy with China in all dimensions. Using Bandwagon for

profit and Neo-realism by Randal L. Shweller as the conceptual framework.

The results of the study revealed that the factors that Cambodia chose to
execute Bandwagon Strategy with China could be divided into two factors. First,
external factors consisted of 1) balancing of power with neighbor countries, 2) having
distrust in ASEAN’s mechanism, 3) pressure from United State against Cambodia’s
political regime, and 4) China’s diplomatic support for Cambodia in regional and
international levels. Second, internal factors consisted of 1) economic benefit and
aid from China, 2) Chinese investment and aid were conducive to corruption for local
government officers, and 3) the preservation of power and legitimacy of Hun Sen
regsime, which was the most important factor that Cambodia used Bandwagon

Strategy with China.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature ...
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1% "Cambodia," OEC, https://oec.world/en/profile/country/khm.
120 "China promises Cambodia US$600 million aid ", The Asean Post, last modified 23 January, 2019,

https://theaseanpost.com/article/china-promises-cambodia-us600-million-aid.

121 Sovinda and Primiano, "An “Ironclad Friend”: Explaining Cambodia’s Bandwagoning Policy towards China," 10.

122 Heng, "Chinese investment strains Cambodian society."
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M990 4: NIANTENINANNYI-AU Asud 2012-2019

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Export $264M $432M $520M $708M $886M $991M $1.35B
Import $2.77B $3.67B $3.478 $3.67B $3.67B $4.478 $6.02B
Balance (2.50B) (3.24B) (2.88B) (2.96B) (2.80B) (3.48B) (4.67B)
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f11: OEC.WORLD HS4
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A157197 5: 1UUTATINSNMUNNAUY U 2018-2023

Development | Number Own Disbursement Planned Disbursement
Partners of (USD Million) (USD Million)
Projects 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
China 99 353.03 496.18 418.21 255.52 89.71 -

fiun: The Cambodia ODA Database
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123 "Cambodia, China closer to FTA signing deal ", Bangkok Post, last modified 17 Febuary, 2020,
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1859504/cambodia-china-closer-to-fta-signing-deal.

124 "Cambodia to sign FTA with China to boost agro exports, potentially offset EBA losses," Bilaterals.org, last
modified 10 July, 2020, https://www.bilaterals.org/?cambodia-to-sign-fta-with-china-to&lang=en.

125 Sovinda and Primiano, "An “Ironclad Friend”: Explaining Cambodia’s Bandwagoning Policy towards China," 11.
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126 "Project Listing by Development Partner and Status ", The Cambodia ODA Database, accessed 11 July,, 2020,
http://odacambodia.com/projectlist/project_list_readonly.asp.

127 Sovinda and Primiano, "An “Ironclad Friend”: Explaining Cambodia’s Bandwagoning Policy towards China," 11.
128 "project Listing by Development Partner and Status ".

129 Sovinda and Primiano, "An “Ironclad Friend”: Explaining Cambodia’s Bandwagoning Policy towards China," 10.

130 "project Listing by Development Partner and Status "
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M1519% 6: N5 UnTeNTukUsunIaglu U 2012-2019 (Frunsaandansy)

Sector Official Title Project Start Date | Completion Budget
Status Date

Social Technical Vocational Education Completed 10 Dec 15 10 Jun 17 8.252
and Training Center at Sihanouk
Province

Economic 300 Biodigesters Completed 12 Nov 13 2 Jun 14 0.4
Achang Irrigation Development Completed 3 Nov 14 31 Jan 18 41.778
Project in Kompong Chhnang
Province
Equipment Provision to Senate of | Completed 19 Jul 18 31 Dec 18 0.618
Cambodia
Kanghot Irrigation Development Completed 1 Nov 12 1 May 16 30.799
Project - Phase |l
Landmine Clearance Activity in On-going 19 Jun 18 31 Dec 18 25
Cambodia
Multipurpose Dam Development Completed 13 Jun 12 13 Jun 17 99.283
Project in Battambang Province
Project on providing ballot boxes | Completed 1 Nov 18 31 Dec 18 7.368
and polling booths
Sreng River Basin Water Resources | On-going 8 Jun 15 31 Dec 17 43.035
Development (Phase II)
Stung Chikreng Water Resources Completed 16 Feb 15 31 May 18 41.395
Development Project in Siem
Reap Province (Phase I)

Infrastructure 2019 Census Material for Aid Completed 8 Feb 18 31 Dec 18 2.210
Cambodia
Construction of 115kV Completed 27 Feb 14 30 Jun 18 70.059
Transmission Line and Substation
from Phnom Penh to Bavet
Project
Construction of National Road No. | Completed 18 Mar 15 26 Feb 20 119.751
58 Project

31 Development Cooperation and Partnerships Report, Cambodian Rehabilitation and Development Board

Council for the Development of Cambodia (2018), http://www.cdc-crdb.gov.kh/cdc/dcpr_images/docs/english.pdf.
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Sector Official Title Project Start Date | Completion Budget
Status Date

Enhancement Public Completed 16 Dec 16 16 Dec 17 8.399
Transportation
Enlargement of NR. 5 into 4 lanes | Completed 31 Mar 12 31 Dec 17 45.237
from Phnom Penh to Prek Kdam
Equipment Provision to Senate of | Completed 19 Jan 18 31 Dec 18 0.618
Cambodia
Koh Thom Bridge Project Completed 15 Mar 14 | 31 Dec 16 18.568
National Road No. 1577 Project Completed 2 Nov 15 31 Dec 17 36.301
National Road No. 55 Project Completed 4 May 15 9 Mar 20 129.314
(Pursat-Phnom Korvanh-Veaveng-
Thmorda)
Project of Extension National Completed 2Feb 12 2 Feb 17 89.273
Road 76
Project of National Road No.214 Completed 15 Apr 12 | 15 May 15 113.441
of Cambodia and construction of
Across the Mekong River Bridge
Project of Reconstruction NR.6 of | Completed 13Jun12 | 13 Jun 17 242.269
Cambodia (The Section from
Thnal Kaeng to Ang Kroeung)
Project of Rehabilitation NR.44 Completed 13 Jun 12 | 13 Jun 17 78.192
Project on providing ballot boxes | Completed 1 Nov 18 31 Dec 18 7.368
and polling booths
Rural Grid Extension Phase Il &IV | Completed 26 Jan 16 | 31 Dec 18 94.862
Rural Grid Extension Project On-going 1 Jan 17 31 Dec 19 84.982
Phase 5 and 6
Rural Grid Extension Project Completed 4 Dec 14 31 Dec 17 6.939
Phase Il
Staung River Basin Water Completed 18 Apr 14 | 31 Jan 18 48.593
Resources Development Project,
Phase | in Kampong Thom
Province
The 230 KV Loop Transmission On-going 16 Jun 16 | 31 Dec 18 159.155
Line Project in South-western Part
of Cambodian National Grid
(Phase 1)
The West Second Ring Road of On-going 6 Mar 17 31 Dec 19 57.177
Phnom Penh Project
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Sector Official Title Project Start Date | Completion Budget
Status Date
Service & 2019 Census Material for Aid Completed 8 Feb 18 31 Dec 18 2.210
Tourism Cambodia
Equipment Provision to Senate of | Completed 19 Jan 18 | 31 Dec 18 0.618
Cambodia
Project on providing ballot boxes | Completed 1 Nov 18 31 Dec 18 7.368
and polling booths

fiun: The Cambodia ODA Database
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132 Heng Pheakdey, "Cambodia-China Relations: A Positive-Sum Game?," Journal of Current Southeast Asian Affairs
31, no. 2 (2012/06/01 2012): 66-67, https://doi.org/10.1177/186810341203100203,
https://doi.org/10.1177/186810341203100203.
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133 Romilly Greenhill, The age of choice: Cambodia in the new aid landscape, Overseas Development Institute
(ODl.org.uk, 2013), https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/9645.pdf.

134 Cliff Venzon, "Cambodia's Hun Sen quashes fears of Chinese 'debt trap'," Nikkei Asian Reviews, last modified 30 May,
2019, https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/ The-Future-of-Asia-2019/Cambodia-s-Hun-Sen-quashes-fears-of-Chinese-debt-trap.
135 Greenhill, The age of choice: Cambodia in the new aid landscape.

136gh; Yinglun, "Chinese aid, investments vital for Cambodia's development: Cambodian top academician ",
Xinhuanet, last modified 30 April, 2019, http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-04/30/c_138025192.htm.

37 Pheakdey, "Cambodia-China Relations: A Positive-Sumn Game?."
138 Zhou T, "A Blend of “Hard” and “Soft” Assistance: China’s Aid to Cambodia," South-south Cooperation and Chinese
Foreign Aid, no. Palgrave Macmillan, Singapore (2019), https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-2002-6 7.
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%% Greenhill, The age of choice: Cambodia in the new aid landscape.

190 7 "A Blend of “Hard” and “Soft” Assistance: China’s Aid to Cambodia."
1 "China promises Cambodia US$600 million aid ".

192 Heng, "Chinese investment strains Cambodian society."
143 prak Chan Thul, "Cambodian leader, in Beijing, says China pledges nearly $600 million in aid," Reuters, last
modified 22 January, 2019, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-cambodia-china/cambodian-leader-in-beijing-says-

china-pledges-nearly-600-million-in-aid-idUSKCN1PGOCZ.



42

unil 3
NANTEVIUIINATTAYULALAINYILLRD VDY

VNIAIUNTLATEFND N5IH09 LATAIANIRIUGTIX

fausiinnsamuresiuasiinansznuegranndefumulnsmlunazlneanigly
duiad JsenunsadanaldfmansenuiBannuarisay waustlovidiulidaauiigavesnis
asuesiu Ao Mavanlnssadeiugiu Seefagatnamuuarinieadiss nsasuvesiy
Tunmgeanvnssuiinunmansadn luldiuswlulgyarilan (Global Value Chains)
inndu iesmnnslvaisududuasuinsiidiunnntu ynlesaiiuguidousetuasy

TinannsAuwaznisaauluduysninainunntuaulusme wasdslunsasisnulminane

[y

WUFIWAUS N15TR190599U7 bl T9Tnwe (unskilled labor) Tvineaulunisneaas1alasaasis

[

15 Junasinulenialunisyinauuaz lasuaaan Ay

NUPIWUAEAINTTUNAATEAADU 9
dusupuauluiesdu'® wasilunmsduaiuanudenrynumadalasAasn1swan 14

YBNAINUANVBINS NI AUANNNTOAS 1L AUMIAIAIINAT LAY 1D TIMISUNS N WA UNL

[
Y]

© Favsdudunsnszduiasugna assanuduamianisdesaznisnfulanig

e’

a | Yo P Y = A % ' A a & g9 %
iwswgia wartiglvsgunalasesuannisiniundilenselabasAusaiiaau'® msen
mMinAdwduasulrvsnunsiseniniunn-Fuitusg 1wiaillouasidnfwmainruna g

YDITULNTAIDDNFUAINNNITN BATLATNYLATEENIDY 9>
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http://www.dsdw2016.dsdw.go.th/doc_pr/ndc_2560-2561/PDF/m8574/8574.pdf.

195 The ASEAN Secretariat, "ASEAN-China Free Trade Area: Building Strong Economic Partnerships," no. The
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (October 2019), Jakarta,
https://www.asean.org/storage/images/2015/October/outreach-document/Edited%20ACFTA.pdf.

196 Po and Heng, "Assessing the Impacts of Chinese Investments in Cambodia: The Case of Preah Sihanoukville Province," 7.

17 Chheang, "The Political Economy of Chinese Investment in Cambodia."

198 po and Heng, "Assessing the Impacts of Chinese Investments in Cambodia: The Case of Preah Sihanoukville Province," 7.
199 pisei, "China still No1 source of FDI ".

130 | jangyu, "Spotlight: Rising China-ASEAN economic, trade cooperation vital for long-term peace, shared
prosperity in region: Cambodian officials, scholars," Xinhuanet, last modified 19 July, 2019,

www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-07/19/c_138240998.htm.
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131 Maizura Ismail, "The making of new Chinese colonies ", The Asean Post, last modified 28 August, 2018,
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152 Faulder and Kawase, "Cambodians wary as Chinese investment transforms their country."
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