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Increased mortality and antifungal drug resistance of non-albicans Candidiasis patients have 

become an alarming in health problems nowadays, whereas profound knowledge of their pathogenesis 
mechanisms is still limited. The immune responses of innate and adaptive immunity play a crucial role in 
protecting from Candida infections. Dendritic cells (DCs) are the most notable because of their roles in bridging 
an innate immunity and specific adaptive immunity to eliminate fungal invasion. It is little known about DC 
functions in non-albicans Candida (NACs) infections. Besides, there is less study on evaluating the DC 
properties upon the interaction between DCs and NACs-derived ß-glucans. Therefore, this work compared DC 
properties in response to ß-glucans isolated from currently common NACs. As a result, DC maturation and 
cytokine production altered at various degrees in Candida species-dependent manner. This observation 
possibly resulted from the structural and morphological differences of ß-glucans of distinct Candida species. 
Notably, C. krusei ß-glucan could increase the most robust DC activation of enhanced maturation, pro-
inflammatory and anti-inflammatory cytokine secretion, whereas ß-glucan of C. tropicalis and C. albicans had 
similar lower levels of those effects.  Moreover, ß-glucan of the former species could influence DCs in both 
dectin-1-dependent and -independent, distinguished from two latter species. Interestingly, ß-glucan of C. 
krusei enhanced IL-10 production of DCs, which might expand the high IL-10-producing FoxP3- regulatory T 
(Treg) cells in vivo C. krusei infection. However, this hypothesis needs further proof. We propose that increased 
immunomodulation due to C. krusei ß-glucan might prevent the host's protective immune activities and 
promote immune evasion of C. krusei. In summary, we have shown that altering DC functions of NACs-derived 
ß-glucans might play a role in NACs infections' pathogenesis. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Importance and rational  

Candidiasis, the well-known opportunistic Candida fungi infection, is caused 

by the most common species such as Candida albicans and non-albicans Candida 

spp. (NACs) (Lamoth et al., 2018; Walsh et al., 2019). These Candida species 

frequently infect high-risk people who are suffering from primary or acquired 

immunocompromised states. They could be neonates or the elderly bearing 

underlying diseases, for example, HIV/AIDS, cancers, hematological malignancies or 

organ transplantations, and abdominal surgeries (Lamoth et al., 2018; Walsh et al., 

2019). There is a variety of clinical symptoms of candidiasis which varies from mild to 

severe state or from mucocutaneous sites to life-threatening conditions. This diversity 

depends on the infected Candida species and how potent the host anti-fungal 

immunity has. In previous decades, C. albicans was responsible for the first cause of 

almost candidiasis cases, but until now, an increased rate of NACs has been recorded 

via clinical data reports throughout the world with morbidity and mortality as high as 

these of C. albicans (Hachem et al., 2008; Leroy et al., 2009; Lamoth et al., 2018). 

Candida tropicalis, Candida parapsilosis, Candida krusei, Candida glabrata and 

Candida dubliniensis are five of the dominant NACs responsible for human invasive 

candidiasis globally (Turner & Butler, 2014; Melanie Polke, 2015; Lamoth et al., 2018; 

Walsh et al., 2019). This is likely alarming for medicine because epidemiological and 

phenotype alterations of Candida species in candidiasis also reflect a wide non-

response to current antifungal drugs of this fungi. The antifungal drug-resistance has 

been recorded more along with infections of these non-albicans Candida spp. that 

give rise to many obstacles in candidiasis treatment (Pappas et al., 2018). Especially, 

C. tropicalis, C. krusei and C. glabrata, these species have high intrinsic antifungal 
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drug-resistance such as flucytosine, amphotericin B, echinocandins and fluconazole, 

even multidrug resistance  (Pappas et al., 2018; P. Y. Chen et al., 2019; Jamiu et al., 

2020). Hence, these challenges continue to require further investigations. 

Several activities of immunity have highlighted an indispensable magnitude to 

combat the fungi in invasive candidiasis patients. The host immunity is depicted in 

general via a typical C. albicans infection with a harmony of innate immunity and 

adaptive immunity (Mihai G. Netea, 2015; Pappas et al., 2018), yet little has known 

about those processes in NACs-related infections. In the case of C. albicans, Th1 and 

Th17 cells are previously considered as the specific immune cells resistant to C. 

albicans infection (Mihai G. Netea, 2015). Each type of Candida spp. has different 

virulence and pathogenesis likely leading to the different infectivity of each species. 

Among the virulence factors, the morphological alteration for adaptation and 

secreted aspartyl proteases (Saps) have been considered as the major virulence of 

Candida genus, but it could not infer from C. albicans to other species (Neil AR Gow, 

2002; Banerjee et al., 2019). Although C. dupliniensis and C. parapsilosis also contain 

a filamentous form, they possess lower infectivity and a less virulence (Arendrup et 

al., 2002; Ortega-Riveros et al., 2017). It is known that some species can survive and 

escape from the phagolysosome of phagocytes depending on the forming of 

filamentous morphotype (García-Rodas et al., 2011); however, some species such as 

C. krusei and C. glabrata could survive with resistance to the killing of these cells 

and could cause high infectivity with less ability of forming filamentous form (García-

Rodas et al., 2011; Seider et al., 2011). It is possible that these species of Candida 

genus may exploit these cells as vectors to avoid the eradication of immunity and 

may facilitate a chronic infection (Kasper et al., 2015). Notably, it was demonstrated 

that filamentation of C. parapsilosis and C. tropicalis shows a negative correlation 

with their virulence since filamentous formation leads to downregulation of some 

other virulence genes and reduce their pathogenicity (Banerjee et al., 2019). These 
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reasons hint that the interaction of Candida fungi with immune cells is complex and 

can be manipulated by other factors prior to a filamentous transition (Gilbert et al., 

2015). Notably, cell wall compositions are highly potential factors, as the first 

interface of Candida spp. contacts with the host cells directly. Possibly, the cell wall 

alteration of each species leads to trigger the outcomes of host immune cell 

responses correspondingly (Arana et al., 2009). Therefore, the magnitude of cell wall 

components likely influences Candida pathogenicity as important as other virulence 

factors.  

The reciprocal relationship between host immune cells and Candida spp. 

initially comes from the direct physical contact of the fungal cell wall components 

and host cell PRRs (Arana et al., 2009; Mihai G. Netea, 2015). Mannan, glucan, and 

chitin account for the most amount of the cell wall structure, and the residue is 

protein components (Arana et al., 2009; Gow & Hube, 2012). Regarding cell wall 

glucan of Candida genus, it is mostly structured by ß-glucan which interweaves ß-

(1,3)-glycosidic linkages of backbone and ß-(1,6)-glycosidic linkages of branches.  

Diverse properties of fungal ß-glucan, which has been described in several previous 

studies, could result in abundant biological impacts such as anticancer responses, 

immunomodulation, and so on (Xiao et al., 2020). Of which, the antifungal immunity 

activated by this component plays an essential role in host beneficial protection. The 

settle of inflammatory Th1 and Th17 cells is probably efficient to eliminate fungal 

infection (Mihai G. Netea, 2015; Goyal et al., 2018). Furthermore, the ß-glucan release 

from Candida cell wall possibly associates with the severity of human invasive 

candidiasis (Sims et al., 2012; Giacobbe et al., 2015). Thus, circulating ß-glucans may 

interact with immune cells directly and induce either protective immunity or 

pathologic inflammatory responses.  

Through the discoveries of ß-glucan receptors including dectin-1 and other 

receptors, the effects of ß-glucan gradually become more obvious. Dectin-1 receptor 
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is the most critical PRR of CLRs family on host immune cells that recognize ß-glucan 

structures (Brown et al., 2002; Saijo & Iwakura, 2011). Expression of this receptor is 

predominant in many innate immune cells (Taylor et al., 2002) and could induce 

distinct functions depending on cell type such as dendritic cells (Leibundgut-

Landmann et al., 2008; Goodridge et al., 2009), macrophages (Brown et al., 2002; 

Steele et al., 2005) and neutrophils (Hopke et al., 2016). This specific receptor 

operates its signaling mostly via activities of spleen tyrosine kinase (Syk) adaptor and 

numerous downstream factors and transcriptional factors, such as NF-kB, NFAT, and 

NLRP3-inflammasome typically (Brown & Gordon, 2001; Tang et al., 2018). Moreover, 

a platform of gathering ß-glucan receptors is possibly formed on the immune cell 

membrane when immune cells encounter fungal surficial ß-glucan (Inoue & 

Shinohara, 2014). This coordination consists of dectin-1 and other receptors such as 

CR3, TLRs and scavenger receptors to recognize ß-glucan compositions, but it 

remains unclear in all cases of Candida infection (Ross & Vĕtvicka, 1993; Goodridge 

et al., 2011; Inoue & Shinohara, 2014; Ostrop & Lang, 2017; Camilli et al., 2018). 

Furthermore, dectin-1 defect could result in increased susceptibility of Candida 

infection in the murine model (Thompson et al., 2019).  

Dendritic cells (DCs), one group of the innate immune cells obtains the most 

highlighted functions in antifungal immunity (Durai & Murphy, 2016; Feldman et al., 

2019). Since they function as a bridge of activities between innate and adaptive 

immune responses through their professional antigen-presenting skill. In anti-fungal 

responses, by intrinsic abilities, DCs sense pathogen-associated molecule patterns 

(PAMPs) via their pathogen recognition receptors (PRRs), then they can phagocytosis 

Candida and migrate quickly to draining lymph nodes (Newman & Holly, 2001; Cambi 

et al., 2008; Ramirez-Ortiz & Means, 2012). At that time, an upgrade from immature to 

mature cells enables DCs to present fungal processed antigens via surface expression 

of major histocompatibility (MHC) - antigen complex which is the first required signal 
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to stimulate T lymphocytes (Kikuchi et al., 2002; Mihai G. Netea, 2015). The 

maturation status of DCs associates with their function as immunogenic or 

tolerogenic phenotype (Schmidt et al., 2012). Together with this, expression of many 

co-stimulatory markers and various cytokines secretion from DCs are required signals 

for naïve T cell lymphocyte differentiation and effector T helper (Th) cell 

proliferation afterward (Saravia et al., 2019). In turn, adaptive immune responses of 

Th1 and Th17 continuously promote the more powerful action of innate immune 

cells (Mihai G. Netea, 2015; Richardson et al., 2019). Th1-secreted interferon (IFN)- 

elicits enhanced killing abilities of neutrophils, macrophages to eradicate Candida 

fungi invasion, while Th17-related cytokines IL-17 and IL-22 enhance more epithelial 

cells-secreted ß-defensin to prevent localized Candida infection (Mihai G. Netea, 

2015). All the above properties may promote DC to be the central cells of the 

immune system. DCs could importantly contribute to determine alterations of entire 

immune responses which may differ among Candida spp. infections. 

However, it is noticed that the different sources of ß-glucan could induce 

different immune responses (Dalia Akramienė, 2007; Godfrey Chi-Fung Chan et al., 

2009). The diversity of cell wall mannan has been found in distinct Candida species 

promoted differential DC responses (Nguyen et al., 2018; Thu Ngoc Yen Nguyen, 

2018). These notions become a direction arrow for interested doubts, whether 

different species of Candida genus could comprise structurally different ß-glucans 

and how they distinctly influence in a bias of host protective immunity and NACs 

infection outcomes. Moreover, at present, there is still little observation of the direct 

influence of NACs ß-glucan on DCs and host adaptive immunity. Therefore, this study 

accessed this interesting information by characterizing the properties of DCs which 

interact with microparticulate ß-glucans from some common NACs and focused on 

mechanisms of this relationship. 
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Research questions  

Whether cell wall ß-glucans plays a critical role in the pathogenicity of NACs 

that impacts fungi-specific immunity differently through the central role of DCs. 

-) Does ß-glucan of NACs and C. albicans have a differential effect on 

dendritic cell maturation and cytokine production? 

-) Does ß-glucan of NACs impact on dendritic cells through dectin-1 receptor 

pathway similar in ß-glucan of C. albicans? 

-) Are the distinct T cell responses driven by NACs ß-glucan-stimulated DCs? 

Hypothesis 

1) The maturation and cytokine production of DCs in response to Candida 

non-albicans ß-glucan differ from those responses to C. albicans ß-glucan. 

2) ß-glucans of NACs impact on DCs through dectin-1-dependent and dectin-

1-independent pathway in comparison with ß-glucan of C. albicans. 

3) DCs stimulated by NACs-derived ß-glucans determine the fate of the T cell 

responses which differ from C. albicans ß-glucan-stimulated DCs. 

Objectives 

1) To screen the difference of DC activation via maturation and cytokine 

secretion in response to cell-wall ß-glucan of some Candida non-albicans spp. and 

C. albicans. 

2) To determine the influence mechanisms of NACs cell wall ß-glucan on DCs 

and the adaptive responses respectively. 

Benefits of study 

From this observation, a better understanding of the interaction between 

NACs ß-glucans and DCs would shed light partly on the pathogenesis of NACs 

infections. Furthermore, these data become an important fundamental knowledge to 

apply for the treatment against Candida genus.   
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The conceptual framework 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isolation of cell-wall ß-glucan from yeasts of some 
common NACs and Candida albicans  

Screening the different effects ß-glucans on murine BMDC 
responses  

Determining the influence mechanisms of NACs cell wall ß-glucan on 
DCs and the adaptive immune responses respectively 

- Evaluate BMDC maturation markers: CD11c, CD40, CD80, CD86, MHC-II 
by flow cytometry method 
- Measure DC cytokine secretion by ELISA method 

Determine size and morphology of 
cell wall ß-glucans by SEM method 

Evaluate the interaction of ß-
glucan-stimulated BMDCs and T 
cells in in vitro coculture assay 

Use dectin-1 antagonist to analyze 

effects of those ß-glucans via 

dectin-1 receptor pathway 

Analyze dectin-1Rc expression of ß-
glucan-activated BMDCs   

 Evaluate T cell responses in vivo 
systemic NACs infection  Use Syk inhibitor to analyze the 

effects of those ß-glucans via 
dectin-1/Syk axis on BMDCs 

 
- Flow cytometry method - ELISA method 

Determine cytotoxicity of ß-glucan 
by MTT assay 

Analyze T cell responses in 
subcutaneous immunization of cell 
wall ß-glucans plus specific antigen 

in vivo 

Analyze activation markers and 
inhibitory markers of BMDCs  
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEWS 

1. Candida species  

1.1. Overview of Candida albicans and Candida non-albicans species 

Candida species are generally known as commensal and harmless organisms 

on healthy people. They could present in many positions throughout the body such 

as in the skin, oral oropharynx, vagina, and gastrointestinal tract about 30-70% 

without causing any symptom (Melanie Polke, 2015). Among Candida genus, Candida 

albicans presents as the most popular species and is investigated scientifically much 

more than others. About 200 species of Candida genus are classified into two main 

groups Candida albicans and non-albicans Candida spp. (NACs). About 15 isolates of 

200 species can colonize and infect humans (Melanie Polke, 2015).   

However, Candida species could invade inside tissues opportunistically under 

advantageous conditions when the body is deficient in immunological controlling or 

broken down the integrity of epithelial barriers. These fungi could attack at superficial 

locations with mild symptoms to systemic invasion with severe tissue damages, even 

life-threatening situations. Some Candida infections have been reported in patients 

including oral candidiasis, vaginitis, candidemia, candidiasis peritonitis, biliary 

candidiasis, hepatosplenic candidiasis, pancreatic candidiasis, gastrointestinal 

candidiasis, renal candidiasis, endocarditis, and meningoencephalitis consequences of 

candidemia (Gupta et al., 2015; Azim et al., 2017; Miranda-Cadena et al., 2018; Walsh 

et al., 2019).   

 To an extent of clinical reports, Candida fungi have been evaluated to be 

one of the most common causes of opportunistic infections and rise life-threatening 

of patients who have primary or secondary immune deficiencies. The increased 

number of secondary immunocompromised states often associates with underlying 

medical diseases such as cancers hematologic malignancy, massive chemotherapy, 
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organ transplantations, abdominal surgeries, diabetes, HIV/AIDS, low-birth-weight 

neonates, and the elderly (Wu et al., 2017; Lamoth et al., 2018; Öncü et al., 2019; 

Walsh et al., 2019). In addition to immune impairment, the long-term using of 

antibiotic treatment, invasive medical devices such as parenteral nutrition, 

mechanical ventilation, catheters, or long staying in an intensive care unit (ICU) are of 

high risks of nosocomial candidiasis (Lamoth et al., 2018; Öncü et al., 2019). A 

positive correlation between the source of Candida infection and mortality is 

considered because increased mortality of candidiasis infants is parallel with a 

diverse combination of many sources of Candida infections in the blood, urine and 

cerebrospinal fluid (Walsh et al., 2019).   

1.2. The medical challenges to invasive infections of Candida albicans and 

NACs  

In recent years, the epidemiological changes of Candida infection have been 

alarming as many massive challenges to global public health. Comparing to the past, 

Candida non-albicans spp. have tended to be more dominant than C. albicans 

which has been known as a common pathogen previously (Azim et al., 2017; Lamoth 

et al., 2018). As shown in Figure 2.1, the remarkable increase of NACs infections was 

higher when compared to C. albicans with the percentage ranging up to 80% in 

some countries, for example in USA, Brazil, Peru, and India (Lamoth et al., 2018). 

Another study of invasive candidiasis in Turkey hospitalized children also found that 

the proportion of NACs infection accounted for 70% of total candidiasis (Öncü et al., 

2019).   
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Figure 2.1 The proportion of NACs and C. albicans in some countries (Lamoth 
et al., 2018) 

Among Candida non-albicans spp., five species – C. tropicalis, C. glabrata, C. 

parapsilosis, C. krusei, and C. dubliniensis are the most frequent pathogens that have 

been detected in candidiasis cases via many reports recently (J. C. O. Sardi, 2013; 

Melanie Polke, 2015; Whibley & Gaffen, 2015; G. Y. Kim et al., 2016; Azim et al., 2017; 

Lamoth et al., 2018; Öncü et al., 2019). The infected frequency of each above 

species among candidiasis alters depending on underlying diseases, geometric areas 

throughout the world, research designs (Pfaller et al., 2008; Lamoth et al., 2018). C. 

tropicalis accounted for the highest proportion of NACs-related candidiasis in cancer 

patients (Wu et al., 2017) or ICU patients (Gupta et al., 2015). The most common 

species represent in many conditions are C. glabrata, because it has presented in 

oral candidiasis (Miranda-Cadena et al., 2018), diabetes patients (Khatib et al., 2016),  

ICU patients (Glöckner & Cornely, 2015) and also has the highest exposure in hands 

and lab-coats of health-care assistants and hospital environments being accountable 

to transfect this species to immunosuppressed patients (Savastano et al., 2016). 

Together with C. glabrata, C. krusei is the major cause accountable for a high 

candidiasis incidence in hematological malignancy patients (Hachem et al., 2008). By 
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contrast, C. parapsilosis is the most dominant species of candidiasis in hospitalized 

neonates and children (Öncü et al., 2019) and C. dubliniensis mainly causes diverse 

candidiasis on HIV/AIDS patients (Coleman et al., 1997; Sullivan & Coleman, 1998).     

Moreover, the anti-fungal drug resistance also increases in association with 

these common NACs infections and contributes to the increased mortality of 

candidiasis patients seriously (Lamoth et al., 2018). Currently, anti-fungal drugs 

including azoles, echinocandins, allylamines, and nucleosides are using to treat 

Candida infections. Also, the proportion of anti-fungal drug resistance varies on 

Candida spp. In which, C. krusei is the first species with the least susceptibility to 

anti-fungal drugs, the second is C. glabrata and then C. tropicalis is the third (Jamiu 

et al., 2020). Azole drugs are the first-class used to treat candidiasis, however, anti-

azoles resistance has been found widely in C. krusei, C. tropicalis, C. glabrata, and 

others (Deorukhkar et al., 2014; Savastano et al., 2016; Y. Wang et al., 2016; Wu et al., 

2017; Lamoth et al., 2018; Miranda-Cadena et al., 2018). Furthermore, these Candida 

species currently tends to possess a more dangerous multidrug-resistant ability 

because the resistance of these species to fluconazole, amphotericin B, 

echinocandins and flucytosine has been recorded typically in C. glabrata and C. 

krusei infection (Pfaller et al., 2008; Lamoth et al., 2018; Jamiu et al., 2020).  

The mortality and prognosis of NACs infections have been evaluated as 

dangerous as C. albicans infections and fluctuate on specific patient populations and 

countries (Lamoth et al., 2018; Jamiu et al., 2020). For example, C. glabrata infection 

has been accentuated on causing high mortality (approximately 50%) as the same as 

C. albicans infection does in diabetes patients and abdominal surgeries (Khatib et al., 

2016; Savastano et al., 2016). C. tropicalis is the main pathogen responsible for 

around 45% of 28 day-mortality of candidiasis-infected cancer patients (Wu et al., 

2017). C. parapsilosis causes about 24% of candidiasis-related death within the first 

30 hospitalized days in neonates and children (Öncü et al., 2019). Also, it has been 
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found that the high mortality of patients tends toward on cases of Candida infection 

which plays an independent factor of survival prognosis (Montravers et al., 2006; Wu 

et al., 2017). Nowadays, no target vaccine is applied for preventing Candida infection. 

Altogether, candidiasis is still considered as a burden of mortality and aggravates 

severe consequences of risky patients.  

1.3. The diversity of virulence in Candida pathogenicity  

1.3.1. Similar and dissimilar virulence features of common Candida spp.  

 Some significant factors have been considered as the virulence of Candida 

spp. consist of filamentous transformation, hydrolase secretion, adherence capacity, 

fitness traits and biofilm formation (Ramage et al., 2005; Tsang et al., 2007; Silva et 

al., 2012; Mayer et al., 2013). Each species of Candida genus probably possesses 

some similar and private properties (table 2.1) that influence differently their 

virulence and pathogenicity.   

Candida albicans is a diploid of CTG clade phylogeny that appears to be 

equipped with sharp weapons of pathogenicity according to natural evolution 

because these effective strategies enable this species to survive and widespread 

more than other species of Candida genus. As well-known, C. albicans can transform 

rapidly from yeast to filamentous form (pseudo-hyphae and hyphae) plus with fitness 

attributes, which could invade active epithelial barrier when host immunity is 

impaired (Odds, 1994). The yeast-hyphae transition occurs when this species cope 

with disadvantageous conditions by sensing high temperature, high CO2, changes of 

pH or nutrient changes (Mayer et al., 2013; Nadeem et al., 2013). This transition is 

mediated through turning on the activation of several hyphae-associated genes 

(HAGs) plus multifunction-relating target proteins and a high metabolic adaptation to 

environment factors (S. Brunke & B. Hube, 2013; Mayer et al., 2013; Melanie Polke, 

2015). Also, many cell wall Als, Hwp1, Hyr1 proteins are produced as adhesins 

responsible for high adhesion on cell or non-cell surfaces also influence the 
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pathogenicity of C. albicans through the degree of colonization (Mayer et al., 2013). 

Besides, it supports this species to adapt quickly to environmental stresses, to 

escape from host cells and to settle infection sites widely on many risky patient 

populations. Yet, the magnitude of morphotype changes to C. albicans is still not 

coherent (Neil AR Gow, 2002). On the one hand, during invading deep tissues of the 

host, this species could salvage a nutritious serum source of the blood stream and 

tissues to reproduce and disseminate rapidly throughout the body (Mayer et al., 

2013; Melanie Polke, 2015). On the other hand, C. albicans produces several Saps 

and phospholipase to destroy the host tissue barrier (Tsang et al., 2007; Melanie 

Polke, 2015). These also contribute to more virulence and the strongest 

pathogenicity of this species (Odds, 1994).  

 Among non-albicans Candida species, Candida dubliniensis possesses the 

closest CTG clade phylogeny with C. albicans and this species also shares such 

similar properties that it may be difficult to distinguish from C. albicans by only 

morphology observation (Papon et al., 2013; Merseguel et al., 2015; Whibley & 

Gaffen, 2015). C. dubliniensis can form filamentous morphology and chlamydospores 

(Coleman et al., 1997; Jabra-Rizk et al., 1999). This species also expresses some 

virulence-associated proteins such as Saps and Hpw1 (O'Connor et al., 2010). The 

main difference of two species is genetic which probably determines some 

alterations of growth and lower virulence of C. dubliniensis in comparison with C. 

albicans (Jackson et al., 2009; Moran et al., 2012). For instance, some critical 

virulence-related genes are not expressed in C. dubliniensis when compared with C. 

albicans, such as ALS3, HYR1, some genes of SAP family and so on, thereby, 

virulence may be reduced in C. dubliniensis (Moran et al., 2012). Besides, they could 

be distinguished by ß-glucosidase activity which is lacking in C. dubliniensis, while it 

presents in C. albicans (Sullivan & Coleman, 1998). Unlike C. albicans, the 

filamentous transition of C. dubliniensis does not occur during neutrophil culture 
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medium in vitro (Svobodová et al., 2012). In line with this, the filamentous formation 

of C. dubliniensis varies on the presence of nutrient components such as peptone 

and glucose in the medium due to influence on the expression of UME6 transcription 

factor (O'Connor et al., 2010).  

 Regarding to phylogeny, Candida tropicalis is of the CTG clade. This species 

also resembles C. albicans in possessing all-powerful virulence factors (Papon et al., 

2013; Deorukhkar et al., 2014). Some of C. tropicalis isolates could form hyphae on 

polystyrene material surface with high virulence of invasion, and these species 

remarkably express genes of top virulence factors such as ALST2-3 and SAPT3 (Yu et 

al., 2016). Nevertheless, few properties of C. tropicalis also differ from those of C. 

albicans.  For example, the filamentation ability of C. tropicalis is not supported in a 

rich nutritious medium, while C. albicans favors the filamentous transition in that 

medium (Lackey et al., 2013). Besides, this ability also depends on each isolate of C. 

tropicalis. Aside from containing four Saps proteases, C. tropicalis reveals the activity 

of lipase, phospholipase and hemolysin as crucial virulence factors (Silva et al., 

2012). However, this notion is still not consistent in some studies (Deorukhkar et al., 

2014; Yu et al., 2016).  

 In similar to the above species, Candida parapsilosis is also classified into 

CTG clade of Candida phylogeny (Papon et al., 2013). However, the morphological 

transition of C. parapsilosis merely limits on yeast to pseudo-hyphae form under the 

association of various regulator genes (Tóth et al., 2019). Besides, this species 

possesses a few adhesins of Als, Hwp and Hyr protein family that involve in its 

capacity of colonization on both cellular and material surface (Silva et al., 2012; Tóth 

et al., 2019). Additionally, the secretion of hydrolase is also not excluded in virulence 

factors of this species. It has proven that many isolates of C. parapsilosis secrete 

adhesins, three kinds of Saps proteases, lipase and phospholipase enzyme that 

correlate tightly with strong virulence (Silva et al., 2012; Tóth et al., 2019). Typically, 
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protein Sapp1 and Sapp2 have been recently shown their crucial role in attenuating 

the functions or damaging innate immune cells (Singh et al., 2019). Also, higher 

expression of phospholipase and protease activity is shown in C. parasilosis isolates 

adhering toward material surfaces (Costa et al., 2010).     

 Although Candida krusei is not a CTG clade or WGD clade of phylogeny, this 

species probably possesses some similarities to other species among Candida genus 

(Papon et al., 2013). C. krusei is a diploid, dimorphic and can induce filamentous form 

as the primary virulence in some circumstances. For example, the transformation of 

yeast to hyphae has been found on C. krusei  infection at oral epithelial tissues of 

immunosuppressed mice (Samaranayake et al., 1998). The pseudo-hyphae form of C. 

krusei also occurs inside phagocytes after phagocytosis (García-Rodas et al., 2011). 

However, C. krusei requires a longer time to this transition and less aggressive than C. 

albicans, so pseudo-hyphae form may not the primary invasive virulence of the 

former (Samaranayake et al., 1998; Jamiu et al., 2020). Besides, C. krusei differs from 

C. albicans inability of adhesion on epithelial cells because the former adheres to 

epithelial cells lower but higher on the acrylic surface of materials than the latter 

does (Samaranayake et al., 1994). Consistently, C. krusei also contains a low activity 

of Saps or phospholipase on an epithelial surface which contrasts with those 

activities of isolates that adhere to material surface (Costa et al., 2010). Furthermore, 

C. krusei has been described to reveal a high primary resistance to many antifungal 

drugs (Jamiu et al., 2020).  

Regarding to phylogeny, unlike any species, C. glabrata is a haploid of WGD 

clade which is the closest to a non-pathogenic species Saccharomyces cerevisiae 

(Papon et al., 2013; Timmermans et al., 2018). Thereby, C. glabrata has known to 

possess different pathogenicity verse C. albicans and other species, because it 

contains less virulent factors (Fidel et al., 1999; Sascha Brunke & Bernhard Hube, 

2013; Galocha et al., 2019; Kumar et al., 2019). Together with the smallest size of 
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yeast form, it has known that C. glabrata can produce pseudo-hyphae but fail to 

induce hyphae form (Fidel et al., 1999; Csank & Haynes, 2000). Consistently, C. 

glabrata mainly grows under yeast form (Silva et al., 2012) and lacks of 

morphological change that is sensitive to environmental factors, for example, high 

temperature when comparing to C. albicans (Csank & Haynes, 2000). Virulence-

related SAPs are also absent in C. glabrata as well as no phospholipase activity is 

seen in this species (Galocha et al., 2019; Kumar et al., 2019; Pais et al., 2019). 

However, instead of possessing ALS adhesin-producing gene family like in C. albicans, 

the adhesion of C. glabrata is typically encoded by 18 genes of EPA gen family which 

shows similar functions to ALS gene, especially gene EPA1 and EPA 6 (De Groot et al., 

2008; Silva et al., 2012; Timmermans et al., 2018). Some studies demonstrated that 

adhesins Epa1 protein of C. glabrata relates to adhesion ability on cell surfaces, 

while Epa6 influences its ability on polystyrene materials in vitro (El-Kirat-Chatel et 

al., 2015; Vale-Silva et al., 2016; Tian et al., 2020). This feature is promoted via 

abundant kinds of adhesins secreted by C. glabrata, whereby the adhesion ability 

could play an important role in C. glabrata virulence (Timmermans et al., 2018). 

Furthermore, together with C. krusei, C. glabrata possesses a high intrinsic anti-fungal 

multi-drug resistance which enhances their pathogenicity more than other species 

(Kumar et al., 2019; Pais et al., 2019).  

Generally, the expression of virulence factors varies on each Candida species 

defines the different capacity of pathogenicity and infectivity. Most of species has 

filamentation as the essential strategies to inhibit functions of immune cells and 

escape the eradication of immunity, except C. glabrata (García-Rodas et al., 2011; 

Lewis et al., 2012; Tóth et al., 2014). Adhesion property of Candida spp. is for initial 

colonization as well as for pointing out their virulence, because four NAC species (C. 

tropicalis, C. parapsilosis, C. krusei and C. glabrata) with tendency of adhering more 

dominantly on medical material surfaces possess higher virulent (Costa et al., 2010; 
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Yu et al., 2016). Also, this ability relates to biofilm formation of these species on 

different human-made biomaterials and resistance to anti-fungal immunity (Ramage 

et al., 2005; Timmermans et al., 2018). On the other hand, the infectivity difference 

of each species is also illustrated subjectively in a previous in vivo study, in which 

these species are grouped into three levels of virulence based on burdens of 

Candida infections, the mortality and lessons of internal organs. Particularly, C. 

albicans and C. tropicalis are of the most virulent group, C. glabrata is of the 

intermediate virulent group, and C. parapsilosis and C. krusei are of the lowest 

virulent group (Arendrup et al., 2002). However, in Caenorhabditis elegans model to 

test virulent factors, C. krusei could cause the mortality rate as high as C. albicans 

and higher than other NACs (Ortega-Riveros et al., 2017). Accordingly, other study 

observed that C. albicans and C. tropicalis succumbed mice within 10-15 days after 

gut mucosa infection and within 2-5 days after systemic infection, whereas high doses 

of C. krusei, C. glabrata and C. parapsilosis could kill mice within 10-15 days after 

systemic infection (Hirayama et al., 2020).  

Table 2. 1  Some properties of common Candida spp. (Papon et al., 2013; 

Whibley & Gaffen, 2015; Ortega-Riveros et al., 2017; Gómez-Gaviria & Mora-Montes, 

2020) 

Candida spp. 
Yeast size 

(µm) 

Phylogeny Morphology Numbers 

of virulent 

Saps  
Clade Yeast 

Pseudo-

hyphae 
Hyphae 

C. albicans 4-10 CTG + + + 10 

C. dubliniensis 4-10 CTG + + + 8 

C. tropicalis 5-11 CTG + + + 4 

C. parapsilosis 3-9 CTG + + - 3 

C. krusei 3-10 Other + + +/- +/- 

C. glabrata 2-4 WGD + +/- - - 
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1.3.2. The association of cell wall components with the virulent ability of 

Candida spp. 

The cell wall of Candida genus is quite tight and dynamic structure because a 

cell membrane-embedding network of three major carbohydrate compositions plus 

proteins could be rearranged coherently under some environmental changes (Ruiz-

Herrera et al., 2006; Latge, 2010; Free, 2013). These components are polymers of 

carbohydrate units including mannans from mannose units, glucans from glucose 

units and chitin from N-acetyl-D-glucosamine units (Free, 2013). The different 

proportion of each component is shown (in Table 2.1) and varies depending on each 

strain of Candida genus. The flexible structure of cell wall also gives many benefits 

for Candida spp. Particularly, by a transition of morphologies (yeast to pseudo-

hyphae and to hyphae), this fungi is easy to handle external stressful alterations such 

as temperature, pH, humidity and nutrient sources to retain their viability (Gow & 

Hube, 2012).  

In addition, cell wall components are considered as the key factors of fungal 

pathogenicity and physiology of fungal infection process through the first interplay 

with host cells directly (Ruiz-Herrera et al., 2006; Latge, 2010). Particularly, cell wall 

components could involve in the adhesion abilities of Candida species on the 

surface. Cell wall structure could promote the ability of fungal colonization in 

epithelial cells of tissues through an interaction of revealed ß-glucan on fungi and its 

receptors on host cells (Sem & 2016). Also, these components help to shape the 

morphotypes and the hardness of cell wall of Candida spp. A complex of glucan and 

chitin supports fungi to actively penetrate deeper or form a biofilm to prevent fungi 

from an immune attack (Arana et al., 2009; Mihai G. Netea, 2015). 

The influence on reducing immune responses could be referred to as the 

virulence capacity of cell wall carbohydrates. For cell wall ß-glucan, C. albicans ß-
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glucan could restrain IL-6 production of endotoxin-stimulated human peripheral 

mononuclear cells (PBMCs) and monocytes. Besides, the functional cytokines of T 

cells in the collected PBMC population were suppressed under stimulating C. 

albicans ß-glucan through decreased IL-2 and IFN- production in this study 

(Nakagawa et al., 2003). In addition, the release of cell wall components into the 

blood was found in candidiasis patients (Mokaddas et al., 2011), which may cause a 

suppression of antifungal immunity leading to severe infections (Arana et al., 2009). 

CR3 with dectin-1 receptor regulate the effects of C. albicans ß-glucan on the natural 

balance of IL-1ß and IL-1 receptor antagonist (IL-1RA) specifically and cell deaths 

(Ganesan et al., 2014; Smeekens et al., 2015). Serum ß-glucan concentration of 

candidemia patients negatively correlates with the prognosis degree of infection 

outcomes (Giacobbe et al., 2015). The higher level of ß-glucan is in serum, the more 

mortality is likely in these candidiasis patients (Sims et al., 2012). For cell wall 

mannan, in recent studies, mannan composition locates at the outermost of Candida 

cell wall could trigger cell death together with the activation of innate immune cells 

and even turn the fate of adaptive immune cells. In which, mannan of C. krusei 

triggered the apoptosis-related DC death via TLR2 and MyD88 signaling pathway in 

concomitant with inhibiting Th1 and enhancing Th17 response (Nguyen et al., 2018; 

Thu Ngoc Yen Nguyen, 2018). Strikingly, another study found that C. glabrata 

increases its virulence and anti-fungal resistance during its growth through remodeling 

cell wall components (Bouklas et al., 2017). For cell wall chitin, it was found that it 

displayed to dampen cytokine responses of innate cells (Mora-Montes et al., 2011). 

From these findings, it implies that cell wall components could associate closely 

with the severity of candidiasis, as well as these components probably decide the 

virulence of each Candida species.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 26 

 

 

Table 2. 2 Cell wall components of common yeast Candida spp. 

Candida spp. 
Strain 

Cell wall components 
References Mannan 

(%) 
Glucan 

(%) 
Chitin 
(%) 

Proteins  

C. albicans  
 

38–40 
26.6 
36.1 
35.31  

58–60 
64.0 
61.7 
62.97  

2 
4.2 
2.0 
1.72  

- 
3.5 (%) 

146.4 (µg) 
- 

(Ruiz-Herrera et al., 2006) 
(De Groot et al., 2008) 

(Navarro-Arias et al., 2019) 
(Thompson et al., 2019) 

C. dubliniensis - - - -  

C. tropicalis 36.2 
37.47  

62.9 
59.29  

2.3 
3.24  

129.7 (µg) 
- 

(Navarro-Arias et al., 2019) 
(Thompson et al., 2019) 

C. parapsilosis 58.88 40.75 0.37 - (Thompson et al., 2019) 

C. krusei 23.9 67.8 8.2 76.4 (µg) (Navarro-Arias et al., 2019) 

C. glabrata 43.8 
28.09  

54.0 
69.51  

1.2 
2.40  

6.4 (%) 
- 

(De Groot et al., 2008) 
(Thompson et al., 2019) 

 

2. Dendritic cells with their roles in immunity against Candida infections 

2.1. Characteristics and functions of dendritic cells 

Dendritic cells were discovered by Ralph Steinman in decades of the 70s and 

80s of century XX and then known widely for their master functions in the immune 

system. In 2011, the Nobel prize was gifted for his important explorations (Mildner & 

Jung, 2014). Up to date, DCs has known about their properties and functions as well 

as their classification in mouse and human (Solano-Gálvez et al., 2018). They 

originally derive from bone marrow cells and distribute in any tissue lymphoid or 

non-lymphoid throughout the body. Depending on the original lineage, position, 

specialized markers (surface and transcriptional regulators) and functions, 
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differentiated DCs are classified into many major subpopulations such as myeloid 

conventional DCs (cDCs) with two subtypes of cDC1s and cDC2s, plasmacytoid DCs 

(pDCs), inflammatory monocyte-derived DCs (mo-DCs) and other distinct subsets such 

as cutaneous (Solano-Gálvez et al., 2018; Chrisikos et al., 2019; Eisenbarth, 2019; 

Ritprajak et al., 2019).  

In general, like their name with nerve cell-like stellate dendrites, DCs play a 

role as sentinels in immunity for rapidly recognizing an invasion of certain pathogens. 

With high mobility, pathogenic information-bearing DCs migrate to local peripheral 

lymph nodes to communicate with naive T lymphocytes there and triggering 

powerful immune responses combating targets (Alvarez et al., 2008). Upon the ability 

of antigen presentation and activation of adaptive immune cells, DCs are specialized 

as the professional antigen-presenting cells (APCs) (Solano-Gálvez et al., 2018).      

For sensing pathogens, many PRRs expressed on DC surface or in intracellular 

space could bind with their ligands as PAMPs from pathogens quite specific. Some 

PRRs are toll-like receptors (TLRs), C-type lectin receptors (CLRs), nucleotide-binding 

oligomerization domain receptors (NODs) and retinoid-inducible gene 1-like receptors 

(RIG-I) (Wüthrich et al., 2012). On the one hand, DCs engulf pathogens through many 

processes as macro-pinocytosis, phagocytosis, or endocytosis. Later, they digest 

pathogens and process to combine antigens to MHC class I or II molecules which are 

identifications for DC-T cell communication.  On the other hand, an upgrade from 

non-activated to activated state or from immature to mature state enables DCs to 

express many functional molecule markers. For instance, the chemokine receptor 

CCR7 molecule is an important signal required for DCs exactly locate where to 

migrate and gather with T cells in lymph nodes (Alvarez et al., 2008; Mildner & Jung, 

2014). 

For activating T cells, DC-T cell communication requires many molecules 

expressed by DC as important signals for this immune synapse (Mildner & Jung, 2014; 
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Chrisikos et al., 2019). In detail, MHC molecules help for displaying pathogenic 

antigens from DCs and bind with T cell receptors (TCR) that is the first signal. MHC 

class II is required for DC contact with T CD4+ cells, whereas MHC class I is required 

for T CD8+ cells. To promote activation of T lymphocytes, a requirement of 

costimulatory markers (such as CD80, CD86) expressed by DCs is the second 

important signal. DC-secreted cytokines as the third key signal combine with other 

two signals inducing the specific transition of transcriptomic factors of T cells to 

optimally orient environment for T cell differentiation and proliferation longer time 

targeting to pathogens (Leung et al., 2010; Saravia et al., 2019). T helper (Th) 1 cells 

are known to require promotion of cytokine IL-12, Th2 cells need IL-4, IL-5, Th17 

cells require a presence of IL-23, IL-6, and regulatory T (Treg) cells need IL-10. 

However, Th17 cells also share some signaling of TGF-ß  with Treg cells, so these 

groups of cells could be separated by IL-7 involvement of Th17 differentiation and 

IL-2 requirement for Treg development (Zhou et al., 2009; Leung et al., 2010; Saravia 

et al., 2019). To maintain the effective immune responses, DCs also promote the 

memory T cells with life-long for advancing secondary pathogen-targeted defense 

(Anderson et al., 2008). In addition to inducing T cell activation against pathogens, 

DCs affect the tolerance responses by adjusting the activity of autoreactive T cells to 

self-antigens under a normal state for keeping a balance of immune activities 

throughout the body (Probst et al., 2014). Through mechanisms of inducing 

peripheral tolerance, autoimmune diseases could be prevented from wrong reactions 

of immunity (Iberg et al., 2017; Chrisikos et al., 2019). Hence, DCs play a pivotal role 

in managing both tolerance immune responses and protective immune responses 

diversely depending on DC subtype, context, and location.  
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Figure 2.2 DCs dictate the direction of adaptive immune responses (Zhou et 

al., 2009; Leung et al., 2010; Saravia et al., 2019) 
According to those DC functions of immunity, these cells could be separated 

phenotypically and functionally into two DCs groups: immunogenic and tolerogenic 

DCs (Figure 2.3) (Ritprajak et al., 2019). Under certain conditions, several molecules of 

maturation, cytokine production, anti-inflammatory mediators, chemokines, 

chemokine receptors, and metabolic control could be up- or down-regulated 

involving in the biological status of DCs in many studies (Ritprajak et al., 2019). These 

events enable DCs to skew toward one of phenotype directions and bring about 

changes in the T cell responses appropriately. Immunogenic DCs can elicit the 

immune responses to eradicate certain invasive pathogens through enhancing Th1 

or/and Th17 responses, while tolerogenic DCs tend to modulate or suppress immune 

responses through Treg responses aiming to balance immune reactions or maintain 

an immune tolerance throughout the body (Roussey et al., 2016; Ritprajak et al., 

2019).  
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Figure 2.3 Several molecules relate to the fate of DC phenotypes (Serrano et al., 

2018; Ritprajak et al., 2019) 

 

In parallel to the above classification, DCs are also named as immature, semi-

mature and mature cells, which correlates to the different activation states of DCs in 

their proliferation and pathological contexts (Lutz, 2012; Schmidt et al., 2012). It is 

described that immature DCs which have a low expression of activation markers 

(such as CD80, CD86, MHC-II), high release of anti-inflammatory mediators (such as IL-

10), and low secretion of pro-inflammatory cytokines (such as IL-6, TNF-, IL-12), 

tend to display the tolerogenic features. On the contrary, mature DCs that show the 

immunogenic properties, tend to have high expression of maturation, low levels of 

anti-inflammatory mediators and high amount of pro-inflammatory cytokines. For 

semimature DCs, these cells exhibit the tolerogenic features, but differentially 

integrate phenotypical signatures between immature and mature DCs. Possibly, they 

have a low or high expression of maturation markers, high or low amounts of anti-

inflammatory mediators, high or low amount of pro-inflammatory cytokines 

depending on certain contexts (Schmidt et al., 2012; Dudek et al., 2013).  

DCs

DC DC

TolerogenicImmunogenic

- DC maturation: CD80, CD86, MHC-II, CD40

- Pro-inflammatory cytokines: IL-1, IL-6, IL-12, TNF,…

- Anti-inflammatory mediators: IL-10, TGF-, …

- Immunomodulatory molecules: PD-Ls , CTLA4, PD-1, …

- Chemokines and chemokine receptors: CCR7, CCR5, …

- Metabolic control: IDO, Arginase, ALDH,…
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2.2. The roles of dendritic cells in host immunity against Candida spp.  

 Being one of the key phagocytes in immunity, DCs is crucial for the 

establishment of effective immune responses against fungal infections in general and 

Candida infections in particular (Mihai G. Netea, 2015; Qin et al., 2016; Roussey et al., 

2016; Feldman et al., 2019). Several studies explored the interaction of DCs and C. 

albicans infection in various aspects. Previously, it is known that DCs can respond 

differently to yeast form and hyphae form of C. albicans morphology. Thereby, IL-12 

secretion and the protective Th1 responses were triggered by DCs in response to C. 

albicans yeasts, while these activities were inhibited when DCs responded to C. 

albicans hyphae (d'Ostiani et al., 2000). Owning a phagocytosis potency, DCs could 

uptake C. albicans yeasts, produce efficiently killing capacity of this species and 

activate T cell proliferation (Newman & Holly, 2001). Interestingly, some studies 

found that DCs responses were affected by cell wall components and these 

provided fundamental evidence of a DC- Candida interaction, because DCs possess 

many kinds of PRRs to recognize PAMPs of Candida spp. Particularly, DCs became 

more mature and secreted high amount of IL-12 due to ß-glucan on C. albicans cell 

wall (Kikuchi et al., 2002). Through ß-glucan binding capacity of dectin-1 receptor, 

DCs operated intracellular signaling pathways in response to C. albicans (Rogers et 

al., 2005; Goodridge et al., 2007; Gow et al., 2007). DCs increased phagocytosis of C. 

albicans through recognition of mannan which is mediated by CLRs (Cambi et al., 

2008). In addition, the susceptibility of C. albicans infection was increased in dectin-1 

deficiency mice (Thompson et al., 2019). The more important thing, DCs dictate the 

Candida-specific adaptive immunity including Th1 and Th17 responses can protect 

from C. albicans infection (Wüthrich et al., 2012). It was found that C. albicans ß-

glucan-exposed DCs promoted Th1 and Th17 proliferation in vivo through activating 

dectin-1 signaling pathway (LeibundGut-Landmann et al., 2007). Besides, DCs could 

recognize the mannan structure of C. albicans through dectin-2 receptor and 
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secreted IL-1ß, IL-23 which promoted the protective Th17 proliferation (Saijo et al., 

2010). Moreover, another study indicated that Th1 responses were promoted by C. 

albicans yeast-exposed DCs, while hyphae-exposed DCs preferred to elicit Th17 

response (Rizzetto et al., 2010). Other study showed both mannan and glucan of C. 

albicans could trigger DCs produced prostaglandin E2 leading to upregulate Th17-

priming cytokines such as IL-1ß, IL-6 and IL-23 (Smeekens et al., 2010).  

Recently, the magnitude of DCs in Candida infection has drawn attention 

more because DCs differently respond depending on each species. Different kinds of 

yeasts mediated various expression levels of CD80, CD86, CD40, CD83, and cytokine 

TNF-, IL-6, IL-1ß, IL-8, and IL-10 of DCs (Bazan et al., 2018). Some NACs could 

mediate differently DC responses which differed from C. albicans. Different amounts 

of pro-inflammatory cytokines were released from DCs in responses to various 

Candida spp. such as C. tropicalis, C. parapsilosis, C. glabrata and C. albicans 

(Thompson et al., 2019). In addition, another study found DC maturation and 

cytokine productions vary on different types of mannan structures of C. albicans and 

NACs. Of which, mannan of NACs such as C. krusei and C. parapsilosis tended to 

upregulate those DC properties higher than C. albicans (Nguyen et al., 2018; Thu 

Ngoc Yen Nguyen, 2018). Furthermore, the different outcomes of immunity 

combating fungi also depend on various DC subtypes (Salazar & Brown, 2018). In C. 

albicans cutaneous infection, yeast-exposed Langerhans triggered the adaptive 

immune response toward Th17, while they shifted toward Th1 when responded to 

hyphae form (Kashem et al., 2015). From different DC-Candida interactions, DCs 

change their properties discretely, therefore, the outcomes of adaptive immunity 

possibly differ in relevance to those Candida spp. (Thompson et al., 2019). Besides, 

survival rate and burden infections of Candida spp.– infected mice exhibited 

distinctly, in which C. albicans and C. tropicalis could cause higher mortality than 
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other species (Hirayama et al., 2020). Although DCs play a crucial role in anti-Candida 

immunity, the direct interaction of DCs and NACs is still poorly understood.      

3. ß-glucan of Candida albicans and non-albicans species 

3.1 Structure and properties of Candida ß-glucan  

Glucan, one of the major polysaccharides constructs the inner layer of the 

fungal cell wall  and accounts the most weight of the cell wall mass (Arana et al., 

2009; Free, 2013). Glucan contains various structures of -or ß-linkages with 

glycosidic bonds between glucose units, depending on the sources of glucan such as 

-(1,3)- or -(1,4)-linked glucan, ß-(1,2)-; ß-(1,3)-; ß-(1,4)-; ß-(1,6)-linked glucan in 

linear glucan or (2,3)-; (3,6)-linkages in cyclic hyphae glucan. The number of these 

linkages has various effects on the conformation and solubility of glucan structure 

(Dalia Akramienė, 2007; Free, 2013; Lowman et al., 2014). Also, it is found that 

almost glucans of Candida genus are structured by ß-(1,3)-linkages and ß-(1,6)-

linkages of glucose monomers (Figure 2.4) (Godfrey Chi-Fung Chan et al., 2009; 

Korolenko et al., 2019). Structures of ß-glucan profoundly affect their bioactivities on 

host cells, since a diversity of ß-glucan characteristics has been described in many 

previous studies (Han et al., 2020).  

Notably, the complexity of length, degree of branching, and branching 

structures of ß-glucans may vary among Candida species and fungal morphotype 

(Godfrey Chi-Fung Chan et al., 2009; Lowman et al., 2014; Mihai G. Netea, 2015; Xiao 

et al., 2020). For C. albicans, yeast cell wall glucan structure possesses a linear 

backbone of ß-(1,3)-glucan along with ß-(1,6)-glucan branches, but ß-glucan of 

filamentous form possesses cyclic structure and more branches (Lowman et al., 

2014). For example of NACs, C. glabrata ß-glucan also contains a linear backbone of 

ß-(1,3)-glucan with ß-(1,6)-linked branch chains as same as in C. albicans yeast 

glucan, but the average length of glucan backbone, the position of branches 
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extruded from the backbone and the number of branched chains are different from 

C. albicans. Furthermore, the ß-(1,6)-glucan branches of C. glabrata with 4 to 5 units 

of glucose are curled and longer than this of C. albicans. While branches of C. 

albicans ß-glucan start at the terminal end of the backbone, branches of C. glabrata 

glucan extrude from intra-chain at every 21 repeated units of the backbone (Lowman 

et al., 2011; Lowman et al., 2014). Currently, it still has less information about how 

the structural difference of ß-glucan of other NACs.  

Additionally, the diverse effects of ß-glucan on host cells vary depending on 

their size, molecular weight, and water solubility, since these properties could 

determine the conformation of ß-glucan in a solution and impact on the affinity of ß-

glucan and its receptors (Sletmoen & Stokke, 2008; Godfrey Chi-Fung Chan et al., 

2009; Batbayar et al., 2012; Han et al., 2020). Different levels of IL-1ß and reactive 

oxygen species (ROS) are produced by DCs in different sizes of ß-glucans (Elder et al., 

2017). The proportion of ß-glucan exposure varies on strains of Candida species 

(Graus et al., 2018), and this suggests that various Candida spp. possibly express the 

different areas of ß-glucan exposure on Candida cell wall leading to the different 

effects of host immune cells against these fungi. The soluble or particulate extracted 

glucan can vary their properties and biological effects during interacting with host 

immune cells (Sletmoen & Stokke, 2008; Batbayar et al., 2012). Soluble ß-glucan of C. 

albicans could inhibit the pro-inflammatory cytokine (IL-6) release of endotoxin-

activated monocytes and monocytes exposed with this ß-glucan could suppress the 

functional cytokine secretion (IL-2 and IFN-) of T lymphocytes (Nakagawa et al., 

2003). Besides, soluble glucans induced lower effects on macrophages and none 

effect on DCs, while particulate glucans could mediate high effects on these cells in 

anti-tumor responses (Goodridge et al., 2011; Qi et al., 2011). In line with this, yeast-

derived micro-particulate ß-glucan with the suitable size was easier to be taken up 
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by phagocytes and impacted on functionally cellular activities such as the 

maturation of phagosome, autophagy and ROS production (Fatima et al., 2017).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.4 The basic structure of yeast ß-glucan (Godfrey Chi-Fung Chan et al., 2009) 

 

3.2. Receptors of ß-glucan 

 The sensation of fungal ß-glucan is performed by many PRRs on host cells. 

Historically, the first found receptor is complement receptor 3 (CR3), then dectin-1 

receptor, TLRs, other C-type lectin receptors, scavenger receptors, and EphA2 

receptor (Godfrey Chi-Fung Chan et al., 2009; Xiao et al., 2020). Of which, dectin-1 

and CR3 are paid the most attention in immune effects of ß-glucan. The difference of 

above ß-glucan properties could lead to the various interaction between ß-glucan 

and their receptors. Also, the effects of ß-glucan could vary depending on cell types 

during interacting with each other.  

3.2.1. Dectin-1 receptor  

Dectin-1 receptor or CLEC7A is the main protein for host immune cells 

detecting fungal ß-(1,3)-glucan specifically (Brown & Gordon, 2001; Taylor et al., 2007; 

Adams et al., 2008; Latge, 2010). Dectin-1 is proven that only recognize polymers of 
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ß-glucans, not monomers of glucose or other carbohydrates (Brown & Gordon, 2001). 

This receptor belongs to a type II transmembrane protein of C-type lectin receptor 

(CLRs) family located on various myeloid cells (Plato et al., 2013). An expression of 

dectin-1 is found to be higher on macrophages than this on DCs (Brown et al., 2002; 

Taylor et al., 2002). Interestingly, dectin-1 has a different affinity to ß-glucans. This 

receptor could bind specifically with only ß-(1,3)-glucan containing at least 7 glucose 

units with short chains of ß-(1,6)-glucan branches or ß-(1, 4)-glucan branches, while 

only ß-(1,6)-glucan chain or -(1, 3)-glucans do not interact with this receptor 

(Adams et al., 2008; Latge, 2010). 

Regarding to structure, dectin-1 receptor is constructed by three portions 

including a single C-type lectin extracellular domain, a transmembrane portion as a 

stalk, and an intracellular portion as a polypeptide of 40 amino acids (Goodridge et 

al., 2009). In functionally, the C-type lectin domain is for ß-glucan engagement and a 

single YxxI/L motif of the intracellular portion called the hemi immunoreceptor 

tyrosine-based activator motifs (hemi-ITAM) structure is responsible for initiating to 

transduce the signal from ligand engagement (Goodridge et al., 2009; Tang et al., 

2018). For triggering hemi-ITAM structure, a dimerization of two single-dectin-1 

receptors binding to ß-glucan at the same time is started to activate the signal 

transduction through ITAM structure into many downstream parts of Syk (canonical 

pathway) (Rogers et al., 2005)  and non-Syk signaling such as Ras/Raf1 pathway (Gross 

et al., 2006; Gringhuis et al., 2009; Plato et al., 2013; Salazar & Brown, 2018). 

Ultimately, the functions of this pathway are shown via the activation of transcription 

factors such as NF-kB, NF-AT, ERK, and enzyme pro-caspase 1 and pro-caspase 8 

leading to result in phagocytosis, cell maturation, cytokine and chemokine 

production (Figure 2.5) (Goodridge et al., 2007; Goodridge et al., 2009; Sonja I 

Gringhuis, 2012; Tang et al., 2018). Thereby, priming for adaptive immune responses is 

also triggered via typical T cell differentiation to Th1 and Th17 (Goyal et al., 2018), 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 37 

Th2 (Joo et al., 2015), Th9 (Wang et al., 2018) and even CD8 T cells (Leibundgut-

Landmann et al., 2008).  

Several discoveries of dectin-1 receptor have paved a better understanding of 

fungal pathogenesis and anti-fungal defense, especially in C. albicans infection (Gow 

et al., 2007; Taylor et al., 2007; Gringhuis et al., 2009; Reid et al., 2009). Recently, 

dectin-1 is found as the essential factor of the antifungal immune response against 

NACs in some recent studies. They found that the cytokine production and 

phagocytic ability of human innate cells differed among NACs due to different dectin-

1 dependent manner (Navarro-Arias et al., 2019). Through dectin-1 receptor, dendritic 

cells (DCs) and macrophages differently responded to the same Candida species in 

cytokine production (Thompson et al., 2019). Under exposure to C. tropicalis, innate 

immune cells released TNF-, IL-6 and some downstream molecules of dectin-1 

signaling pathway (Duan et al., 2018). Another study has found that dectin-1 pathway 

could be important for resistance to C. krusei infection and susceptibility of C. krusei 

infection increased in dectin-1 knockout mice (S. M. Chen et al., 2019). Similarly, it 

has shown that dectin-1 played a crucial role in combating C. glabrata infection, 

because the dectin-1 knockout mice are susceptible to C. glabrata more than 

wildtype mice (Chen et al., 2017). Moreover, it also described that C. albicans ß-

glucan induced IL-1RA in dectin-1- independent manner (Smeekens et al., 2015).    
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Figure 2.5 Intracellular signaling cascades of dectin-1 receptor triggered by ß-

glucan (Brown & Gordon, 2001; Tang et al., 2018) 

 

3.2.2. Completementary receptor 3 (CR3) 

CR3 is a heterodimer of two transmembrane glycoproteins CD11b (M) and 

CD18 (ß2) known as MAC-1 of ß2 integrin family expressed highly on DCs and other 

immune cells (Ehlers, 2000) (Schittenhelm et al., 2017; Goyal et al., 2018). CR3 has 

early known binding to fungal ß-glucan in previous studies (Ross & Vĕtvicka, 1993). 

Particularly, the lectin sites of CD11b subunit specifically engages with ß-glucan on 

zymosan (Thornton et al., 1996). In the case of CR3 deficiency, innate immune cells 

reduced the uptake capacity of ß-glucan (Xia et al., 1999). As known, the ß-glucan 

engagement of CR3 has mentioned widely as a crucial effect of ß-glucan and innate 

immunity in anti-tumor approaches (Xiao et al., 2020). Aside from binding 

complement factor C3b, CR3 can bind with ß-(1,6)-glucan on Candida cell wall and 
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enhance cellular responses including ROS production or phagocytosis (Rubin-

Bejerano et al., 2007; Tang et al., 2018).   

The activities of CR3 depend on the origin of signals from inside-out or 

outside-in that could activate the subunits of CD11b and CD18 integrin molecule and 

impact the cell responses differently (Schittenhelm et al., 2017). Normally, under the 

steady-state of cells, these subunits exist on non-activated and low-affinity forms 

through a dynamic hinge between two subunits of each molecule. An activation of 

CR3 relates to mediate adhesion of cell migration and support to locate for cells in a 

certain position in tissues; however, it has found that this receptor also involves in 

immune regulation of both stimulation and suppression depending on cell type 

(Schittenhelm et al., 2017). For example, activation of CR3 of DCs intimately 

associated with DC functions and cell viability has been shown in previous studies, 

thereby it also influences innate and adaptive immune responses (Ehlers, 2000; Varga 

et al., 2006; Ehirchiou et al., 2007). In the case of activated CR3, DCs enhanced CD86 

and MHC-II expression, but reduced Th1-cytokine induction and suppressed Th1 cell 

proliferation (Behrens et al., 2007; Podgrabinska et al., 2009). Besides that, it was 

described that DCs enhance maturation and migratory function when blocking CR3 

(Morrison et al., 2014; Lukácsi et al., 2020).  

3.2.3. The concurrent activation of many receptors during dectin-1- ß-glucan 

interaction  

Although dectin-1 reveals as the main receptor of ß-glucan recognition, it has 

been described to cooperate with other receptors during the interplay between 

innate immune cells and ß-glucan (Latge, 2010; Xiao et al., 2020). Depending on the 

type of glucans, the combination of dectin-1 and TLRs changes the immune 

response of phagocytes. Thereby, TLR2 and TLR4 could inhibit IL-6, IL-8 and TNF- 

resulted from the efficiency of dectin-1 signaling of macrophages in response to 

particulate ß-glucan, while this combination only inhibited IL-6 and IL-8 production 
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when these cells exposed to soluble ß-glucan (Kanjan et al., 2017). Recently, one of 

CLRs, CD23 has been reported that it relates to the ß-glucan recognition in anti-

Candida responses of phagocytes. CD23 is upregulated through NF-AT activation in 

dectin-1 signaling pathway leading to enhance nitric oxide production of innate 

immune cells (Zhao et al., 2017). Another study found that a cooperation of CR3 and 

dectin-1 receptor enhanced the inflammasome activity, IL-1ß and cell deaths of DCs 

exposed to C. albicans ß-glucan (Ganesan et al., 2014). A few receptors of scavenger 

receptor family also involve in recognizing particulate ß-glucan, and they may 

cooperate with dectin-1 receptor with an unclear mechanism (Salazar & Brown, 

2018). The coexistence of many ß-glucan receptors possibly generates diversity and 

complexity of antifungal immune responses in a species-dependent manner.    
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CHAPTER III 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

1. Animals and ethics statement 

Healthy female C57BL/6 mice from five to six weeks old were purchased from 

Nomura Siam International Company Ltd., Bangkok, Thailand. All animal procedures 

were performed following the guidelines and approved by the Chulalongkorn 

University Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) (Animal protocol 

number 19-33-010 and 031/2561). 

2. Candida yeast strains and culture 

Candida albicans strain SC5314, Candida glabrata strain ATCC2001, Candida 

krusei strain ATCC6258, Candida tropicalis strain ATCC750, Candida parapsilosis strain 

ATCC90018, and Candida dubliniensis strain NCPF3490 were used in this work as the 

reference strains are used for quality control and antifungal drug susceptibility 

testing. 

 This study used YPD medium consisting of 1% of Yeast (HiMedia Laboratories, 

Mumbai, India) – 2% of Peptone (HiMedia) – 2% of Dextrose (D-Glucose, QRëC, New 

Zealand) as the standard medium for yeast culture (Sherman, 2002). The suitable 

media was sterile by autoclaved at 121oC within 20 min before using for growing 

Candida yeasts. Each strain was inoculated on petri dishes containing YPD medium 

plus 2% of agar powder (HiMedia) at 30oC for 36 hours (for C. albicans, C. glabrata, C. 

parasilosis and C. dubliniensis) and for 12 hours (for C. krusei and C. tropicalis) in 

incubator (WIS-30, DAIHAN Scientific - Korea). Next, colonies of each type were picked 

up and resuspended in YPD broth, then counted the number by chamber Neubauer 

Hema-cytometer (Marienfeld, Germany) and observed under bright field of 
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microscope (Oly-CH2, Olympus, USA) to ensure their yeast morphology. For preparing 

subculture, 5.2 x 106 yeast cells of C. albicans, C. glabrata, C. parapsilosis and C. 

dubliniensis and 7.8 x 106 yeast cells of C. krusei and C. tropicalis were transferred 

into 15 mL of YPD broth in 50mL-glass flasks and placed in an shaking incubator 

(DAIHAN Scientific) at 30oC plus shaking 180 rpm for 6-8 hour to get log-phase of 

yeasts. Optical density (OD) index of yeast solution was measured by a 

spectrophotometry at wavelength 600nm (Evolution e500, Korea). Later, transferring 

the volume of yeast cells with started OD600 = 0.1 into 1.2 L of YPD broth in 2L-glass 

flasks were continued to incubate at 30oC plus shaking 150 rpm for 10-13 hours in 

incubator (INFORS HT, Switzerland) to expand a large number of yeast mass for ß-

glucan extraction. This condition of temperature, time of culture and density of 

yeasts showed mostly Candida yeast (100%) (the recorded images in appendix) and 

yeast form of each strain was checked by bright filed microscope before extraction of 

ß-glucan  (Olympus BX50, Tokyo, Japan).   

3. Cell wall ß-glucan extraction 

The protocols for Candida microparticulate ß-glucan extraction, 

depyrogenation, and sterilization were kindly given by Prof. David L. Williams 

(Department of Surgery, James J. Quillen College of Medicine, East Tennessee State 

University, Johnson City, TN, USA) (David L. Williams S., 1991; Lowman et al., 2003; 

Lowman et al., 2011; Lowman et al., 2014). The protocol consists of two main parts 

that ensure over 95% of purity and quality of microparticulate ß-glucan (mp-ß-

glucan) is described as following (Figure 3.1).   

a) First part is the preparation and extraction of mp-ß-glucan. Log-phage yeast 

cells were collected by centrifuging with 8000 rpm at 4oC for 10 min (Centrifuge 

Avanti® Beckman Coulter, USA). Then, follow the below steps 
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Step 1: Stir 40 g of fresh yeast cells into 400 mL of NaOH 0.75N (AppliChem, 

Germany) in a big glass beaker and cover with foil membrane. Boil and stir this 

suspension at 100oC for 15 min. Cool it down and centrifuge with 5000 rpm at 4oC for 

5 min to get the pellet. Repeat this step more 2 times. This step is mostly to get rid 

of mannan, lipid, and protein out of the cell wall. 

Step 2: Resuspend the pellet in 400 mL of H3PO4 2N (QRëC), also boil and stir 

at 100oC for 15 min. Cool it down and centrifuge to get the pellet. Repeat this step 

more 2 times.  

Step 3: Resuspend the pellet in 100 mL of 1% acidic ethanol that consists of 

10 ml H3PO4 to 990 ml of absolute ethanol (QRëC). Then, boil and stir at 100oC for 15 

min. Cool it down and centrifuge to get the pellet. Repeat this step more 2 times. 

Step 4: Wash the pellets in 200mL of free-endotoxin water (Otsuka, Bangkok, 

Thailand), boil and stir at 100oC for 15 min. Cool it down and centrifuge to get the 

pellet. Repeat this step at least more 2 times. Then, measure pH by pH indicator 

strip (MColorpHastTM, Merck, Germany) and adjust pH to 7.0 approximately. 

Step 5: Collect the pellet by centrifuging, then lyophilize it for long storage 

(Lyophilization systems, ING, USA). Store the lyophilized mp-ß-glucan at fridge -20oC 

until use. 

To avoid endotoxin contamination, all glass containers were prepared under 

endotoxin-free condition by autoclaved at 121oC 40 mins and heated to dry at 200oC 

in an oven (UN55-Memmert, Germany) for at least 9 hours.  

b) Second part is an endotoxin elimination and sterilization of mp-ß-glucan  

Step 1: Resuspend 0.05 g of lyophilized mp-ß-glucan in 10 mL of endotoxin-

free water. Then, rotate the suspension at room temperature for 18-24 hours. 
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Step 2: Centrifuge and wash the pellet with endotoxin-free water for 2 times. 

Then adjust pH to 7.0 by pH indicator strip inside sterile hood. 

Step 3: Depyrogenate mp-ß-glucan suspension by adding 1 - 2 mL of NaOH 

250 mM and gently shaking within 1-2 min. Then neutralize the suspension by 

titrating the volume of H3PO4 250 mM respectively.   

Step 4: Centrifuge 5000 rpm for 5 min at 4oC and wash mp-ß-glucan pellet 

with endotoxin-free water (repeatedly total 5 times). Then discard all the 

supernatant. 

Step 5: Dissolve the pellet in a desired volume 5 mL of free-endotoxin water 

and calculate their concentration (dry weight/volume), in this case, a desired 

concentration is 10 mg/mL.  

Step 6: Sterile mp-ß-glucan suspension by autoclaving in according to 

standard sterilization condition (at 121oC for 20 min under 15 psi of pressure). Then, 

store the suspension at 4oC until using for experiments.  

 Finally, the concentration of ß-glucan solution was calculated as above steps 

with a final 10 mg/mL concentration. 
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Figure 3.1 Process of Candida yeast microparticulate ß-glucan extraction 

 

4. Scanning Electron Microscopy 

To check the morphology and size of particulate glucan, Candida ß-glucan 

were first fixed in 2.5% glutaraldehyde in 0.1 M phosphate buffer at pH = 7.2 for 18 h 

at 4oC. Next, these glucans were washed with sterile deionized water and were air-

dried. Finally, the ß-glucans were coated with ultra-thin gold layer (JFC-1200, JEOL, 

Peabody, MA, USA). The samples were captured their pictures by a scanning electron 

microcopy (Quanta250, FEI, Hillsboro, OR, USA) with 10.000x magnification.   

5. Generation of bone marrow-derived dendritic cells (BMDCs) 

DCs were generated from bone marrow cells as described in previous studies 

(Inaba et al., 2009; Thu Ngoc Yen Nguyen, 2018). Mice were sacrificed by dislocating 

the spinal cord at neck site. Then, tibia and femur bones of mice were taken out and 

rinsed through 70% ethanol to sterile and soaked in Roswell Park Memorial Institute 

(RPMI)-1640 medium (GIBCO, Thermo Fisher Scientific, NewYork, NY, USA). These 

bones were cut at two tips and bone marrow cells were collected in fresh media by 
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using 1 mL sterile syringe plus 25G needle to pump out. The pellet of cells was kept 

after centrifuging with 300 g at 4oC in 5 mins. Next, the pellet was resuspended in 

RPMI 1640 media supplemented with 10% of heat-inactivated fetal bovine serum (HI-

FBS), 100 U/mL of penicillin and 100 U/mg of streptomycin, and 0.2 mM L-Glutamax 

and passed through cell strainer 70 µm (all reagents of GIBCO). For culturing 

optimally, the cells at the concentration of 1 x 106 cells/ml were seeded in 24-well 

plate (NUNCTM Cell-Culture, Thermo Scientific, US) with 1 mL of completed media 

per well plus growth cytokines granulocyte-macrophage-cloning stimulating factor 

(GM-CSF), and interleukin-4 (IL-4) with final concentration 10 ng/mL (PeproTech, 

Rocky Hill, NJ, USA) and incubated at 37oC with 5% CO2 incubator for 7 days (Forma 

Series II water jacket, Thermo Scientific, CA, USA). The half of media was removed 

and replenished every 2 days. The differentiated cells were ready to do a stimulation 

of mp-ß-glucan at day 7. All steps were done inside sterile hood (ESCO Class II BSC - 

AirStream®, Singapore). 

6. BMDC stimulation with Candida ß-glucan 

 On day 7th of culturation, BMDCs were changed a half of fresh media without 

cytokines. Then, cells subsequently were stimulated with 200 µL of sterile Candida 

mp-ß-glucan 5X to get final concentrations from low to high 12.5 – 25 – 50 µg/mL 

per well. The concentrations were selected basing on previous studies (Nakagawa et 

al., 2003; Thu Ngoc Yen Nguyen, 2018). At 24 and 48 hours of stimulation, the cells 

and supernatants were collected to analyze maturation markers and cytokine 

secretion.  

Polymyxin B is an Bacillus polymyxa–derived antibiotic applied for 

lipopolysaccharide elimination (Cardoso et al., 2007). To test an interference of an 

endotoxin contamination during the extraction of mp-ß-glucan, the Candida ß-

glucans were pretreated with 25 and 50 units/mL of polymyxin B sulfate (GIBCO) for 
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2 hours at room temperature. Next, the Candida ß-glucans were washed many times 

with endotoxin-free water and prepared to stimulate BMDCs for 24 and 48 hours. The 

cells and supernatants were collected to check the maturation markers and some 

cytokines.   

7. Dectin-1 blockade  

For dectin-1 inhibition experiments, BMDCs were pre-incubated with 25 µg/mL 

of dectin-1 antagonist which is water-soluble (1, 3)/(1, 6)-ß-glucan from 

Saccharomyces cerevisiae (soluble WGP, InvivoGen, USA) within 2 hours, then 

stimulate cells with 25 µg/mL of mp-ß-glucan. To compare dectin-1 blockade, BMDCs 

were stimulated with 25 µg/mL of mp-ß-glucan only. The mp-ß-glucan of C. albicans, 

C. tropicalis and C. krusei were used in this experiment. Curdlan is ß-(1,3)-glucan of 

bacterium Alcaligenes faecalis is well-known as dectin-1 agonists (InvivoGen) that are 

used for positive control to check effects of dectin-1 antagonist in experiments 

(Ganesan et al., 2014; H. S. Kim et al., 2016).  

8. Spleen-tyrosine kinase (Syk) inhibition 

BMDCs were pre-incubated with 0 and 1 µM of Syk inhibitor (InvivoGen) within 

30 minutes prior to add 25 µg/mL of mp-ß-glucan. For comparison of Syk blockade, 

BMDCs were stimulated with 25 µg/mL of mp-ß-glucan only. Curdlan, mp-ß-glucan of 

C. albicans, C. tropicalis and C. krusei were used in this experiment. The cells and 

supernatant were harvested at 24 and 48 h post-stimulation to evaluate maturation 

markers and cytokine production of BMDCs.  

9. Flow cytometry analysis  

 To evaluate BMDC maturation and inhibitory phenotype, BMDCs were stained 

with fluorophore-conjugated monoclonal antibodies to determine the maturation 

and phenotype markers including anti-CD11c (clone N418), anti-CD80 (clone 16-
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10A1), anti-CD86 (clone CL-1), anti-I-A/I-E (MHC-II, clone M5/114.152), anti-CD40 (clone 

3.23), anti-PD-L1 (clone MIH7), anti-PD-L2 (clone TY25), anti-CD206 (clone C086C2) 

and anti-dectin-1 (clone RH1). For T cell assay, LN cells and splenocytes were stained 

with fluorophore-labeled antibodies against CD3 (clone 145-2C11), CD4 (clone GK1.5), 

CD25 (clone PC61) and mouse/human FoxP3 (clone FJK-16s). All antibodies were 

obtained from BioLegend (San Diego-CA, USA) except for the anti-FoxP3 antibody, 

which was obtained from eBioscience (San Diego-CA, USA). The stained cells were 

assessed by a flow cytometry (CytoFLEX, Beckman Coulter, CA, USA). For flow 

cytometry acquisition, the live cells of all samples were acquired at 20,000 

cells/samples. Accordingly, the same electronic gate was applied to all sample for 

flow cytometry acquisition and analyses. The analysis of percent rate and mean 

fluorescence intensity (MFI) of markers were performed using Kaluza software 

(Beckman Coulter).  

10. In vitro DC and T cell co-culture assay 

On day 7th of culturation, BMDCs were stimulated with 25 µg/mL of mp-ß-

glucans for 24 h. Then the cells were collected and washed with RPMI medium 

twice. Parallel, T cells were prepared from spleens of intact mice by using 

immunomagnetic beads following the instruction of commercial kit (Pan T Cell 

Isolation kit II, mouse; Miltenyi Biotec, San Diego, CA, USA). The principle of this 

method is based on the exclusion of non-T cell populations to collect the 

suspension of purified T cells. The non-T cell populations which are DCs, 

macrophages, mononuclear leukocytes, NK cells, B cells, endothelial cells, 

hematopoietic stem cells and erythrocytes. They are captured by a biotin-antibodies 

cocktail (containing of anti-CD11c, anti-CD11b, anti-CD19, anti-CD45R, anti-CD105, 

anti-MHC-II, and anti-Ter-199 antibodies) and adhered to magnetic field by biotin-

linked magnetic beads. Next, after collecting T cells, 1 x 105 cells of the BMDCs were 
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co-cultured with 1 x 106 cells of isolated T cells at DC:T cell ratio of 1 : 10 in 48-well 

plates. At the same time, 30 ng/mL soluble anti-CD3 antibody was added into co-

cultured cells (Clement et al., 1985; Yixin Li & Roger J. Kurlander, 2010). The 

supernatants and cells were harvested at 72 h after co-culturation for detecting 

cytokines IFN-, IL-17, IL-2 and IL-10 and staining CD4, CD25 and FoxP3 marker 

respectively. 

11. In vivo subcutaneous immunization of ß-glucan and ex vivo re-stimulation 

assay 

The mice were divided into 3 groups: PBS group, C. albicans ß-glucan group 

and C. krusei ß-glucan group. They were immunized twice subcutaneously in the 

scruff of the neck at day 0 and day 7 (Thu Ngoc Yen Nguyen, 2018). In PBS control 

group, mice were injected with 200 µl/injection of only 30 µg chicken oval albumin 

(OVA, Grade V, Sigma Aldrich) in phosphate-buffered saline (PBS). In ß-glucan groups, 

mice were injected with 200 µl mixture of 2mg of mp-ß-glucan of C. albicans or C. 

krusei with 30 µg OVA plus in PBS buffer. On day 14, the cervical, axillary and brachial 

lymph nodes (LNs) were collected after mice had sacrificed by Isofluran inhalation 

(Isofluran Veterinary-USP, USA). These draining LNs were digested with 300 units/mL 

Collagenase type IV (GIBCO) and 20 units/mL DNAse I (Sigma Aldrich) at 37oC with 200 

rpm shaking for 45 min. The LN cells were washed and resuspended in RPMI 1640 

medium supplemented with 10% HI-FBS, 100 U/mL penicillin and 100 U/mg 

streptomycin, and 0.2 mM L-Glutamax, and 55 µM 2-mercaptoethanol (2ME, GIBCO). 

For ex vivo re-stimulation assay, these cells were seeded 2 x 106 cells/well in 48-well 

plate and re-stimulated with 200 µg/mL OVA. At 72 h, the cells were collected for 

staining CD4, CD25, and FoxP3 marker and supernatants were measured some 

functional cytokines.        

12. In vivo systemic C. krusei infection and ex vivo re-stimulation assay  
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The mice were divided into three groups: PBS, a low dose and high dose of C. 

krusei yeasts. Basing on in vivo immunosuppression model, the mice were treated 

with dexamethasone intraperitoneally (0.1 mg/g of body weight; Dexton-Vet, T.P. 

Drug laboratories (1969), Bangkok, Thailand) on day -3, -2, -1 and 5 prior to C. krusei 

infection (Figure 3.2)  (Jacobsen et al., 2010). Parallel, C. krusei yeasts were 

inoculated in YPD medium, then were counted, washed and resuspend in 100 l of 

PBS buffer. On day 0, three groups of mice were intravenously injected with PBS, 

1x106 and 5x106 of C. krusei yeasts. On day 7 post-infection, the spleens and blood 

serum were collected from those mice. Spleens were minced and removed red 

blood cells by RBC lysis buffer (consists of 8.02 g NH4Cl, 0.84g NaHCO3 and 0.37g 

EDTA in 1 L sterile deionized water). Then, splenocytes were washed and transferred 

through cell strainers into culture medium (RPMI 1640 medium plus HI-FBS, 

penicillin/streptomycin, L-Glutamax and 2ME). Finally, the splenocytes were also 

seeded 2x106 cells/well in 48 well-plate and incubated at 37oC in 5% CO2 incubator. 

The cells were stained with markers CD3, CD4, CD25 and FoxP3 at 48 h. 

In ex vivo re-stimulation assay, splenocytes were re-boosted with immobilized 

anti-CD3 antibody on 24-well plate. Particularly, 10 g/mL of purified anti-CD3 

antibody in 200 L Dulbecco’s Phosphate Buffered Saline (DPBS) 1X were coated on 

the plate at 4oC overnight. Next, to remove the extra antibodies, the plate was gently 

rinsed with culture medium RPMI twice. Then, the splenocytes were seeded at the 

concentration of 4x106 cells/well in 1 mL of culture medium. After 48 h, the cells 

were collected for staining CD3, CD4, CD25, and FoxP3 marker and the supernatants 

were quantitated functional cytokines.    
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Figure 3.2 Timeline of systemic C. krusei infection model 

14. Cell viability assay 

 3-(4, 5-dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2, 5-diphenyltetrazolium bromide (MTT; Life 

Technologies, Thermo Fisher Scientific, OR, USA) was used popularly for cell viability 

test as the simple and standard colorimetric method. The principle of this assay is 

that MTT substance penetrates inside cells and reacts with NADPH+ released from 

mitochondria activities of live cells to form the intracellular formazan crystals. In 

details of this experiment, BMDCs were cultured in 96-well plate at the density of 1 x 

105 cells in 200 µl cytokines-completed RPMI medium per well and taken care 

similarly as described above. At 24 or 48 hours of mp-ß-glucan stimulation, 20 µl of 

MTT 5 mg/mL were added into each well, and the continuously incubated at 37oC 

with 5% CO2 in the dark for 1 hour. Subsequently, formed purple formazan crystals 

were dissolved by adding 180 µl of dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO; Sigma-Aldrich 

Corporation, Merck, Germany). The absorbance at 570 nm (OD) was measured by 

Gene5.0 software of microplate reader (EPCHO2, BioTek, US). The percentage of cell 

viability was calculated by normalizing the absorbance of the sample to the negative 

control as the following formula, (OD sample-OD negative)/OD negative x 100%. 

15. Cytokine quantification with enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA)  
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 The level of cytokines in cell supernatants is measured by sandwich ELISA 

method with commercial kits of TNF-, IL-6, IL-1ß, IL-23, IL-12, IL-2, IFN, IL-10, IL-4 

and IL-17. All ELISA kits were bought from BioLegend, CA, US, except the IL-23 ELISA 

kit was from eBioscience, CA, US. ELSA is the standard classical method with high 

sensitivity and specificity commonly used to detect the target proteins quite simply 

through binding activity of specific antibodies to those targets. The procedure is 

followed the manufacture’s instruction. Briefly, first stage, coating an ELISA 96-well 

plate (Nunc MaxiSorp, Thermo Scientific) with monoclonal capture antibody 

overnight was prepared before to have enough time for antibodies catch bottom of 

each well. Then, washing the plate with buffer aims to remove extra antibodies and 

covering the plates with assay diluent solution is to block the unspecific sites at well 

bottom. Second stage, incubating respectively 2-fold dilution standard and 

supernatant samples in each well is done to the target proteins binding with capture 

antibodies. Next, the extra proteins were removed after washing with buffer. Third 

stage, the couple of antibody-target antigen is tightly bound with the second 

monoclonal antibody that labeled a tag of biotin substance. Biotin plays a role to 

connect streptavidin-horseradish peroxidase enzyme (HRP) to second antibodies 

which called conjugated antibodies. To detect the presence of a triple of primary 

antibody - target antigen – conjugated antibody in well, 3, 3’-5, 

5’tetramethylbenzidine (TMB) is added and turns color of solution into blue color 

after reacting with HRP enzyme. Final stage, this reaction is stopped by adding acid 

sulfuric acid. The OD of solution in each well is determined by microplate reader 

(EPCHO2) at 450 nm wavelength and amount of target proteins of sample is 

calculated by referring sample OD to the 2-fold serial dilution standard curve.  

16. Statistical analysis  
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 All data values were displayed as mean ± SD. The statistical analysis was 

performed with SPSS IBM 22 software (IBM, New York, NY, USA and provided by 

Chulalongkorn university,) by using one-way ANOVA with post-hoc Turkey HSD for the 

comparison of 3-5 groups and Student’s t-test for the comparison between 2 groups. 

The significant value was determined when p<0.05.  
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CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Part I:  

Objective 1: To screen the difference of DC activation via maturation and 

cytokine secretion in response to cell-wall ß-glucan of Candida non-albicans spp. 

and C. albicans.  

 

Part II:  

Objective 2: To determine the influence mechanisms of NACs cell wall ß-

glucan on DCs and the adaptive immune responses respectively. 
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Part I: Preliminary results 

Objective 1: To screen the difference of DC activation via maturation and 

cytokine secretion in response to cell-wall ß-glucan of Candida non-albicans spp. 

and C. albicans.  

Microparticulate ß-glucan of Candida species promoted the maturation and 

cytokine secretion of BMDCs at different levels  

ß-glucan from various sources has the different impacts during interacting with 

immune cells in several previous studies (Dalia Akramienė, 2007; Bashir & Choi, 

2017). However, the effects from cell wall ß-glucan from many species of Candida 

genus to the immune responses and outcomes of Candida infections has still not 

clearly defined. Additionally, DCs are known to play the central role of immune 

responses against pathogens such as Candida fungi (Mihai G. Netea, 2015; Qin et al., 

2016; Feldman et al., 2019). During encountering pathogens, DCs become active and 

more mature via a reveal of many intracellular and extracellular molecules that is 

vital to have a potency to set off chains of immune responses later. Hence, this 

study screened whether cell wall ß-glucan of the different Candida species induce 

the distinct DC activation. 

Figure 4.1 Representative of dot plots and histograms of BMDC maturation markers 
in flow cytometry analysis 

(A) The first dot plot of live BMDCs were shown as P by using side scatter (SSC) and forward scatter (FSC), and then CD11c+ 

BMDCs gated from P population was shown on the second of CD11c and FSC.  
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(B) Analysis of dot plots and histograms showed percentage (%) and mean fluorescence intensity (MFI) of CD40+, CD80+, 

CD86+ and MHC-II+ expression from CD11c+ BMDCs.  

The cultured immature BMDCs were stimulated with various doses (12.5 – 25 

and 50 g/ mL) of micro-particulate ß-glucan (mp-ß-glucan) isolated from yeasts of 

Candida albicans and five common NACs species. The alteration of DC properties 

was analyzed through maturation markers and cytokine production at 24 h post-

stimulation by flow cytometry and ELISA method respectively. Maturation markers of 

BMDCs were evaluated via the expression of common molecules such as CD40, 

CD80, CD86 and MHC-II in CD11c+ population including percentage (%) and mean 

fluorescence intensity (MFI) (Figure 4.1 - 4.3). Cytokine production of BMDCs was 

quantitated typically by ELISA method. The amount of TNF-, IL-1ß, IL-6, IL-23, IL-12, 

IFN- and IL-10 were presented for pro-inflammatory and anti-inflammatory 

cytokines (Figure 4.4). Negative control with unstimulated BMDCs was designed in this 

experiment.  

Figure 4.2 CD11c expression of Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs at 24 h 
At 7th day of BMDCs, cells were stimulated with 12.5, 25 and 50 g/mL of various ß-glucans isolated form 6 Candida species. 

After 24 h of stimulation, the percentage of CD11c+ DCs in the left graph and the MFI of this marker in the right graph were determined 

by flow cytometry. Data of n=3. *p< 0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs; values ap< 0.05, tp< 0.05, pp<0.05, dp<0.05, kp<0.05, 
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gp<0.05 and ep<0.05 respectively compared with C. albicans, C. tropicalis, C. parapsilosis, C. dubliniensis, C. krusei, C. glabrata and all 

species; (-), unstimulated BMDCs, Ca, C. albicans, Ct, C. tropicalis, Cp, C. parapsilosis, Cd, C. dubliniensis, Ck, C. krusei, Cg, C. glabrata.  

Figure 4.3 Altered maturation markers among Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs 
At 24 h post-stimulation, expression of maturation markers in Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs were determined by flow 

cytometry. (A), % and MFI of CD40 molecule; (B), % and MFI of CD40 molecule; (C), % and MFI of CD86 molecule; (D), % and MFI of 

* * * * * * * * * * * *

***

*
* *

(-) Ca Ct Cp Cd Ck Cg

0

30

60

90

120

(-)

e

e

 C
D

40
+
 c

el
ls

 (
%

)

*

ta

a,t,p,d

**
*

*

**

*

*
* * *

*

*
*

*

* *

(-) Ca Ct Cp Cd Ck Cg

0

2

4

6

8

(-)

t

M
F

I 
of

 C
D

40
 (

x 
10

3 )

d

p

te

e
***

*
* **

*
* * * *

* * * *

* *

(-) Ca Ct Cp Cd Ck Cg

0

15

30

45

60

75

90

(-)

 C
D

80
+
 c

el
ls

 (
%

)

p

t

a
a

d

t

a

k

* e

**
*

* **

*

*
* *

*

*
* *

*

* *

(-) Ca Ct Cp Cd Ck Cg

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

(-)

M
F

I 
of

 C
D

80
 (

x 
10

3 )

e
***

*
* ** * *

*
* *

* * * ** *

(-) Ca Ct Cp Cd Ck Cg

0

30

60

90

120

(-)

e

C
D

86
+
 c

el
ls

 (
%

)

e*

*
*

*

* *
*

*
*

*
*

*

*

*

*

*

* *

e

(-) Ca Ct Cp Cd Ck Cg

0

9

18

27

36

45

(-)

M
F

I 
of

 C
D

86
 (

x 
10

3 )

a

*

*

**

*

*
*

*

*
*

*

* *

*

*
* *

*

(-) Ca Ct Cp Cd Ck Cg

0

20

40

60

80

100

(-)

t,p,d

M
H

C
-I

I+
 c

el
ls

 (
%

)

a,t,p,d

**

**

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*
*

*

*

* *

*

(-) Ca Ct Cp Cd Ck Cg

0

1

2

3

4

(-)

a,t,p,d

M
F

I 
of

 M
H

C
-I

I 
(x

 1
0

3 )

12.5 ug/ml 25 ug/ml 50 ug/mlA

B

C

D

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 58 

MHC-II molecule. Data of n=3. *p< 0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs; values ap< 0.05, tp< 0.05, pp<0.05, dp<0.05, kp<0.05, 
gp<0.05 and ep<0.05 respectively compared with C. albicans, C. tropicalis, C. parapsilosis, C. dubliniensis, C. krusei, C. glabrata and all 

species; (-), unstimulated BMDCs, Ca, C. albicans, Ct, C. tropicalis, Cp, C. parapsilosis, Cd, C. dubliniensis, Ck, C. krusei, Cg, C. glabrata.  

 

As predicted, mp-ß-glucan of all Candida species significantly enhanced the 

expression of maturation molecules and cytokine induction of BMDCs when 

compared with negative control (Figure 4.3 - 4.4, respectively). Strikingly, mp-ß-glucan 

of C. krusei reduced relatively CD11c, increased higher expression of maturation 

markers in dose-dependent manner (Figure 4.3). Similarly, mp-ß-glucan of C. glabrata 

induced slightly high MFI level of CD80, CD86 and low MFI level of CD11c, CD40 

when compared with others (Figure 4.3). In addition, BMDCs significantly increased 

multi-cytokine production under these two kinds of mp-ß-glucan higher than others, 

especially anti-inflammatory cytokine IL-10 (Figure 4.4). By contrast, mp-ß-glucan of C. 

tropicalis, C. parapsilosis and C. dubliniensis induced relatively similar level of all 

maturation markers when compared with these of ß-glucan of C. albicans (Figure 4.3 

- 4.4). Besides that, ß-glucan of these strains activated BMDCs to secrete a slight 

fluctuation of cytokine levels among them. From these preliminary results, cell wall 

ß-glucan of Candida spp. possibly impacted on DC functions distinctly depending on 

each species.   

Discussion 

Cell wall of Candida spp. has been known as a determinative factor for the 

reciprocal of host immunity and pathogenic fungi (Arana et al., 2009; Snarr et al., 

2017). Yeast cell wall is embedded by many major components as a source of 

PAMPs, of which, glucan could initiate immune responses via its engagement with 

PRRs of the innate immune cell barrier. In term of antifungal immunity, DCs possess 

various PRRs associated with many crucial roles in detecting fungi to phagocytose 

and present fungal antigens to specific T cell response (Mihai G. Netea, 2015). Since 

DCs are as the centers of immune responses (van Vliet et al., 2007; Mihai G. Netea, 
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2015; Roussey et al., 2016; Feldman et al., 2019), these cells ultimately modulate the 

fate of antifungal specific T cell responses partly depending on which type of PAMPs 

they contact before. 
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Figure 4.4 Secreted cytokine profile of BMDCs stimulated with Candida ß-glucans 
Cytokine products of Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs were quantitated by ELISA method including TNF-, IL-1ß, IL-6, IL-

23, IL-12, IFN- and IL-10. Data of n=3. *p< 0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs; values ap< 0.05, tp< 0.05, pp<0.05, dp<0.05, 
kp<0.05, gp<0.05 and ep<0.05 respectively compared with C. albicans, C. tropicalis, C. parapsilosis, C. dubliniensis, C. krusei, C. glabrata 

and all species; (-), unstimulated BMDCs, Ca, C. albicans, Ct, C. tropicalis, Cp, C. parapsilosis, Cd, C. dubliniensis, Ck, C. krusei, Cg, C. 

glabrata.  
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Microparticulate ß-glucan from some non-albicans Candida species could 

induce different interactions with DCs. These different effects of Candida ß-glucan on 

DC responses could be explained by some reasons. The different sizes, the different 

molecular structures, and the distribution of branch chains on the back bone chains 

of mp-ß-glucan could be the root factors (Elder et al., 2017; Han et al., 2020). In 

addition, the affinity of ligand and receptors could alter among these kinds of ß-

glucan (Adams et al., 2008). The expression level of this component on the yeast 

surface may also account for its interaction with host immune cells in candidiasis 

(Graus et al., 2018). The differences between those ß-glucans need further 

investigation. From interesting results (Figure 4.3 - 4.4), it possibly implies that DCs 

alter their immunological properties in response to each kind of Candida ß-glucan 

leading to differently shape immune responses against those Candida species. 

To clarify the mechanisms of these different effects of NACs mp-ß-glucans on 

DC responses, this study focuses on ß-glucans of C. krusei and C. tropicalis as 

representative NACs in comparison with ß-glucans of C. albicans in the next part. 

Some studies described interesting and enigmatic matters about these species. On 

the one hand, these species possess some similarities of pathogenicity rather similar 

C. albicans. They are diploid yeasts, can transform from yeast to filamentous form, 

as well as secrete a few similar virulent factors (Samaranayake et al., 1998; Costa et 

al., 2010; Papon et al., 2013; Whibley & Gaffen, 2015; Yu et al., 2016). It found that C. 

krusei was the lowest virulent species, whereas C. tropicalis and C. albicans were the 

highest virulent species in vivo murine model (Arendrup et al., 2002; Hirayama et al., 

2020). On the other hand, C. krusei becomes an emerging multi-drug resistant 

pathogen with intrinsically resistant to fluconazole and other antifungal drugs (Pfaller 

et al., 2008; Gong et al., 2018; Jamiu et al., 2020). In addition, these species can 

cause invasive candidiasis with high mortality and antifungal drug resistance  (Jamiu 

et al., 2020). Moreover, it found that C. krusei could survive and replication inside 
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innate immune cells with unclear mechanisms (García-Rodas et al., 2011). There is 

little known about pathogenesis strategies of these species (Gómez-Gaviria & Mora-

Montes, 2020). From the preliminary results, cell wall ß-glucan could be a notable 

candidate associated with their virulence or pathogenicity during encountering 

immune cells and determine subsequent outcomes of infections. Therefore, this 

study continues to access mechanisms of the interplay between DCs and mp-ß-

glucan of C. krusei, C. tropicalis and C. albicans in depth.  
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Part II: Results 

Objective 2: To determine the influence mechanisms of NACs cell wall ß-

glucan on DCs and the adaptive responses respectively 

Morphology and structure analysis of Candida ß-glucans 

 
Figure 4.5 Morphology and size of Candida ß-glucans 
ß-glucans of (A) Candida albicans, (B) Candida tropicalis, and (C) Candida krusei. were observed by 

SEM with 10,000x magnification 

 

 First, ß-glucan of C. albicans, C. tropicalis and C. krusei were morphologically 

characterized by scanning electron microscopy (SEM) (Figure 4.5). Interestingly, ß-

glucans of C. albicans and C. tropicalis were similar in terms of size and shape (Figure 
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4.5A and 4.5B, respectively). Particularly, the average size of C. albicans ß-glucans 

was 4-5 M and the average size of C. tropicalis ß-glucans was 4-6 M. In addition, 

both ß-glucans of these two Candida species formed oval shape with a dense fine 

speckled pattern. By contrast, the morphology of C. krusei ß-glucans was drastically 

different from the other two as they formed rod shape and large in their size 

(average size is 7-10 µM), and surface of the ß-glucans exhibited a course speckled 

pattern (Figure 4.5C).  

In addition to morphological appearance, NMR analysis were performed to 

characterize Candida ß-glucan structure. The results of this part were kindly analyzed 

by Assis. Prof. Dr. Panuwat Padungros (Green Chemistry for Fine Chemical Productions 

STAR, Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University). The 1H 

NMR spectra of both C. albicans ß-glucan and C. tropicalis ß-glucan were suggested 

that they were ß-(1,3)-glucan with ß-(1,6)-branching (Lowman et al., 2003; Sukumaran 

et al., 2010; Lowman et al., 2014). For the C. krusei ß-glucan, satisfying NMR spectra 

were obtained by performing measurement at room temperature. The simplicity of 

the 1H NMR signals indicated that the C. krusei ß-glucan was a highly homogeneous 

ß-(1,3)-glucan without ß-(1, 6)-branching.  

To determine the purity of extracted ß-glucan from any potential 

contamination of bacterial endotoxin LPS during ß-glucan preparation, this study pre-

treated the Candida ß-glucan with polymyxin B, a potent LPS neutralizer (Cardoso et 

al., 2007; Noss et al., 2013), before BMDC stimulation followed by an assessment of 

DC maturation marker expression (CD40, CD80, CD86 and MHC-II) and inflammatory 

cytokine levels (IL-6 and TNF-). The results showed no significant difference in 

these maturation markers and inflammatory cytokines between untreated and 

polymyxin B-treated groups (Figure 4.6 - 4.7). This indicated that there was no 

endotoxin contamination in Candida ß-glucans.  
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Figure 4.6 DC maturation after stimulation with Candida ß-glucans pre-
treated with polymyxin B 

Candida ß-glucans were pre-treated with 25 and 50 units/mL polymyxin B for 2 h at room temperature with rotation. The 

glucans were washed twice with PBS. BMDCs were stimulated with polymyxin B-treated ß-glucans (25 μg/mL) for 24 h and 48 h. DC 

maturation markers were assessed by flow cytometer. Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 
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Figure 4.7 Cytokine expression after stimulation with Candida ß-glucans pre-
treated with polymyxin B 

Candida ß-glucans were pre-treated with 25 and 50 units/mL polymyxin B for 2 h at room temperature with rotation. The 

glucans were washed twice with PBS. BMDCs were stimulated with polymyxin B-treated ß-glucans (25 μg/mL) for 48 h. The inflammatory 

cytokine levels were assessed by ELISA. Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 

 

Effects of Candida ß-glucans on DC viability and CD11c expression 

 Candida ß-glucans are also PAMPs, which may transduce signals via PRRs and 

lead to cell death (Takeuchi & Akira, 2010; Kingeter & Lin, 2012; Ganesan et al., 2014). 

To observe the cytotoxicity of pathogenic fungal ß-glucan, an MTT assay was 

performed to test the viability percentage of BMDCs stimulated by various 

concentration mp-ß-glucan of C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 h and 48 

h. All kinds of mp-ß-glucan increased relatively high of BMDC viability up to 70% at 

24 h and 48 h post-stimulation. The percentage of cell viability was approximately 

equal at all doses of all Candida ß-glucans (Figure 4.8). This possibly indicated that 

there was no significant difference on cytotoxicity among of these glucans at both 

time points of stimulation. However, DC viability at 48 h showed decreasing trend 

when BMDCs were stimulated with the highest concentration (50 g/ml).  
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Figure 4.8 Effects of Candida ß-glucans on DC viability 
BMDCs were stimulated with 12.5, 25 and 50 µg/ml of ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for (A) 

24 h and (B) 48 h. DC viability was evaluated using MTT assay. The percent cell viability was calculated by normalization to the negative 
control. n = 5; data are representative of two independent experiments. Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 

 

CD11c has been known as a presentative marker of DC populations during 

their differentiation, which evaluated DC proportions in Candida ß-glucan-stimulated 

bone marrow cells by flow cytometry (Figure 4.9). At 24 h post-stimulation, C. 

albicans and C. tropicalis ß-glucan induced the DC proportion similarly to 

unstimulated cells, while ß-glucan of C. krusei tended to slightly impede the percent 

CD11c expression of BMDCs following its increased doses 25 and 50 g/mL 

compared with this of unstimulated cells (Figure 4.9A). Moreover, the DC proportion 

of C. krusei ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs was significantly lower than these of C. 

tropicalis and C. albicans ß-glucan stimulation (Figure 4.9A, left panel). At 48 h post-

stimulation, all Candida ß-glucan reduced the percentages of CD11c+ cells among 

BMDCs stimulated with doses 25 and 50 µg/mL compared with unstimulated cells 

(Figure 4.9A, right panel). Besides that, there was no difference of DC proportion 

among BMDCs stimulated with these three Candida ß-glucans at this time point 

(Figure 4.9A, right panel).  
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Figure 4.9 Changes of CD11c marker among BMDCs stimulated with Candida 
ß-glucans 

BMDCs were stimulated with 12.5, 25 and 50 µg/mL of ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 
h and 48 h. Cells were analyzed by flow cytometry. (A) The percentages of CD11c+ cells were assessed using a dot pot analysis. (B) The 
geometric mean fluorescence intensity (MFI) of CD11c was determined using a histogram analysis. n = 5; data are representative of two 
independent experiments.  p<0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs, * p<0.05. (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. 
tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 

 

Furthermore, the MFI levels of CD11c expression showed these alterations 

among Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs more clearly (Figure 4.9B). The CD11c 

expression apparently displayed a down-regulation due to mp-ß-glucan in species- 

and dose-dependent manner. At 24 h post-stimulation, CD11c expression levels of 

BMDCs stimulated with C. albicans and C. tropicalis ß-glucans were not altered, 

whereas stimulation with C. krusei ß-glucans at 25 and 50 µg/mL significantly 

diminished CD11c expression on BMDCs compared with expression on unstimulated 

BMDCs (Figure 4.9B, left panel). C. krusei ß-glucan-reduced CD11c expression of 
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BMDCs significantly more than C. albicans and C. tropicalis ß-glucans did (Figure 4.9B, 

left panel). In similar way to the percent CD11c levels, at 48 h post-stimulation, the 

expression of CD11c was significantly prevented on BMDCs stimulated with high 

doses 25 and 50 µg/mL of all Candida ß-glucans and no difference was shown on 

among BMDCs stimulated by distinct Candida ß-glucans (Figure 4.9B, right panel). 

These data also showed that C. krusei ß-glucan affected on CD11c expression of 

BMDCs more rapidly than other Candida ß-glucans did.  

Overall, ß-glucans from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei did not 

significantly affect DC viability and DC proportion. However, ß-glucan from C. krusei 

downregulated CD11 expression on BMDCs.  

C. krusei ß-glucans had differential impacts on DC maturation 

Interestingly, the DC maturation was expressed differently among these 

Candida ß-glucans through expression of some common markers of CD11c+ BMDCs 

at each time point of stimulation. All these kinds of Candida ß-glucans significantly 

enhanced the proportion of CD40+, CD80+, CD86+ and MHC-II+ cells higher than 

unstimulated cells at both 24 h and 48 h post-stimulation (Figure 4.10). In addition, 

the percentage levels of these molecules fluctuated among these ß-glucans. All ß-

glucans of these species similarly affected on the percentage of CD40+
 cells at both 

time points (Figure 4.10A). C. krusei ß-glucan induced the proportion of CD80+ cells 

lower than other ß-glucans at 24 h, while C. albicans ß-glucan induced this 

phenomenon at 48 h when compared with other ß-glucans (Figure 4.10B). The 

proportion of CD86+
 cells was not altered upon stimulation of these Candida ß-

glucan at 24 h, but C. krusei ß-glucan mediated an increasing trend of CD86 percent 

higher than other ß-glucans did at 48 h (Figure 4.10C). For MHC-II percentage, there 

was likely no alteration of this molecules among stimulation of Candida ß-glucans at 

both time points (Figure 4.10D). However, C. krusei ß-glucan tended to induce lower 

proportion of MHC-II+ cells than other ß-glucans did, while C. albicans ß-glucan at 
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low dose 12.5 g/mL increased the percentage of MHC-II higher than other ß-glucans 

did at 24 h (Figure 4.10D). Although Candida ß-glucans seemed to have differential 

effects on the proportion of DC maturation markers, only slightly significant 

differences were observed among them. 

 
Figure 4.10 Effects of Candida ß-glucans on the proportions of mature DCs 
BMDCs were stimulated with 12.5, 25 and 50 µg/mL of ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 

h and 48 h. Cells were analyzed by flow cytometry. The percentages of (A) CD40+ cells, (B) CD80+ cells, (C) CD86+ cells, and (D) MHC 
class II+ cells in CD11c+ population were assessed using dot plot analyses. n = 5; data are representative of two independent 
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experiments.  p<0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs, * p<0.05. (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. 
krusei. 

 

Figure 4.11 Different effects of Candida ß-glucans on the expression of DC 
maturation  

BMDCs were stimulated with 12.5, 25 and 50 µg/mL of ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 
h and 48 h, and the geometric mean fluorescence intensity (MFI) of DC maturation markers (A) CD40, (B) CD80, (C) CD86, and (D) MHC 
class II on CD11c+ cells were determined using histogram analyses. n = 5; data are representative of two independent experiments. 
p<0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs, * p<0.05. (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 72 

Notably, the expression intensity of DC maturation molecules showed 

apparent differences among stimulation of Candida ß-glucans (Figure 4.11). 

Consistently, all Candida ß-glucans significantly elevated the expression levels of 

these molecules compared with unstimulated BMDCs. The expression levels of CD40, 

CD80 and MHC-II among stimulation of Candida ß-glucans at 24 h and 48 h (Figure 

4.11A, 4.11B and 4.11D, respectively) corresponded with the proportions of cell 

positive with these markers (Figure 4.10A, 4.10B and 4.10D, respectively). At both 

time points, the CD40 expression was not distinct among these Candida ß-glucans at 

both time points (Figure 4.11A) and C. krusei ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs expressed 

the lower levels of CD80 than BMDCs stimulated with other ß-glucans (Figure 4.11B). 

The expression levels of MHC-II only showed differences at 24 h, of which lower 

levels of this marker were induced by BMDCs stimulated with C. krusei ß-glucan 

(Figure 4.11D, left panel). By contrast, C. krusei ß-glucans notably elicited the highest 

levels of CD86 expression of BMDCs at both time points when compared with ß-

glucans of C. albicans and C. tropicalis (Figure 4.11C). From these data, C. krusei ß-

glucan had the distinct effects on BMDC maturation compared with other Candida ß-

glucans. 

During activating DCs, abundant molecules have been known to be up or 

down modulated by many intracellular signaling mechanisms in compatible to DC 

phenotype and functional differentiation (Ritprajak et al., 2019). The mature DCs 

closely associates with immunogenic DC phenotype, while immature DCs relates to 

tolerogenic or regulatory DC phenotype (Schmidt et al., 2012). Typically, mannose 

receptor CD206 and programmed death-ligand 1 (PD-L1 and PD-L2) play a role in DC 

immunomodulatory function (Serrano et al., 2018). Thus, this study further 

characterized these DC markers under Candida ß-glucan stimulations for better 

understanding how DC properties differ from each other. According to the results, the 

surface expression levels of CD206, PD-L1 and PD-L2 were significantly upregulated 
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upon all stimulations of Candida ß-glucans in dose-dependent manner when 

compared with unstimulated BMDCs (Figure 4.12). However, there was no notable 

difference among stimulations of Candida ß-glucans on the expression of these 

molecules at 24 h and 48 h (Figure 4.12). Collectively, distinct kinds of Candida cell 

wall ß-glucans differentially affected the maturation and phenotypes of DCs.    

 

Figure 4.12 Expression levels of surface protein PD-L1, PD-L2, CD206 on 
BMDCs stimulated with Candida ß-glucans 

BMDCs were stimulated with 12.5, 25 and 50 µg/mL of ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 
h and 48 h, and the geometric mean fluorescence intensity (MFI) of tolerogenic markers (A) PD-L1, (B) PD-L2, and (C) CD206 on CD11c+ 
cells were determined using histogram analyses. n = 5; data are representative of two independent experiments.  p<0.05 compared 
with unstimulated BMDCs, * p<0.05. (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 
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Massive pro-inflammatory and anti-inflammatory cytokine secretion of BMDCs 

upon stimulation of C. krusei ß-glucan 

One of the most critical functions of DCs, the cytokine production, is 

necessary for DCs to fulfill their roles in a skewing of T cell responses (Leung et al., 

2010). Under the stimulation of Candida ß-glucans, some presentative cytokines such 

as TNF-, IL-1ß, IL-6, IL-23, IL-12, IFN-, and IL-10 secreted in cell supernatant was 

evaluated at 24 h and 48 h post-stimulation. As expected, BMDCs elevated these 

cytokine levels significantly in response to these kinds of ß-glucan compared to 

unstimulated cells (Figure 4.13 - 4.14). In general, there was an absolute difference of 

these cytokine levels under the stimulation of C. krusei ß-glucan in a dose-

dependent manner at both time points, whereas C. tropicalis and C. albicans ß-

glucan showed mostly similar effects on these cytokine levels. Besides, the variation 

of each cytokine level was also flexible following the time of stimulation. A high 

upregulation of almost cytokines was remained until 48 h post-stimulation, except 

for a decreasing trend of IL-23 and IL-10 cytokines (Figure 4.13 - 4.14).  

In detail, C. tropicalis and C. albicans ß-glucan merely displayed a little 

difference (Figure 4.13 - 4.14), that the former induced a rising of IL-23 and IL-12 

more than the latter at both time points (Figure 4.13D, 4.13E and Figure 4.14D, 4.14E). 

On the contrary, C. krusei ß-glucans induced the highest of almost cytokine levels 

compared with other Candida ß-glucans at both time point (Figure 4.13 - 4.14). The 

amount of pro-inflammatory cytokines such as TNF-, IL-6 was promoted 2-fold up 

by C. krusei ß-glucan (Figure 4.13A, 4.13C and Figure 4.14A, 4.13C), while cytokine IL-

1ß was elevated approximately up to 2-fold at doses 25 and 50 µg/mL by C. krusei 

ß-glucan compared with those levels of other two ß-glucans (Figure 4.13B and Figure 

4.14B). For Th17-differentiated cytokines, besides IL-6 and IL-1ß cytokine, C. krusei ß-

glucan elicited BMDCs to produce a large amount of IL-23, which was over 3-fold 
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more than C. albicans ß-glucan and over 2-fold more than C. tropicalis ß-glucan 

(Figure 4.13D and Figure 4.14D). Parallel, a similar increase was shown on Th1-priming 

cytokines consisting of IL-12 and IFN- (Figure 4.13E, 4.13F and Figure 4.14E, 4.13F). C. 

krusei ß-glucan impacted BMDC secretion of these cytokines reaching 2-fold at 48 h 

post-stimulation more than other ß-glucans. Especially, C. krusei ß-glucan induced a 

robust amount of anti-inflammatory cytokine IL10 of BMDCs which was shown 

approximate 3-fold at least and reached 4-6-fold at high doses of C. krusei ß-glucan 

in comparison with C. albicans ß-glucan and C. tropicalis ß-glucan respectively 

(Figure 4.13G and Figure 4.14G).  

Overall, these results confirmed that diverse effects of ß-glucans on DC 

cytokine function depended on Candida species. C. krusei ß-glucan elicited the 

richest multi-cytokine production of DCs in consistent with the strong DC maturation 

previously observed. Interestingly, C. krusei ß-glucan induced a high production of 

anti-inflammatory cytokine, IL-10. 
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Figure 4.13 Excessive pro-inflammatory and anti-inflammatory cytokine 
production in C. krusei ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs at 24 h 

BMDCs were stimulated with 12.5, 25 and 50 µg/mL of ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 
h. Subsequently, the culture supernatants were collected and levels of (A) TNF-α, (B) IL-1ß, (C) IL-6, (D) IL-23, (E) IL-12, (F) IFN-, and 
(G) IL-10 were quantitated by ELISA. n = 5; data are representative of two independent experiments.  p<0.05 compared with 
unstimulated BMDCs, * p<0.05. (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 
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Figure 4.14 Cytokine profiles of Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs at 48 h 
BMDCs were stimulated with 12.5, 25 and 50 µg/ml of ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 48 

h. Subsequently, the culture supernatants were collected, and levels of (A) TNF-α, (B) IL-1ß, (C) IL-6, (D) IL-23, (E) IL-12, (F) IFN-, and 
(G) IL-10 were quantitated by ELISA. n = 5; Data are representatives of two independent experiments.  p<0.05 compared with 
unstimulated BMDCs, * p<0.05. (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei.  
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C. krusei ß-glucan enhanced IL-10-producing T cells, but not FoxP3+ regulatory T 

cells in DC-T cell co-culture assay 

 

Figure 4.15 Effects of Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs on T cell-
produced cytokines  

BMDCs were stimulated with 25 µg/mL of curdlan and ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 
h. The stimulated BMDCs were co-cultured with murine splenic T cells at a DC:T cell ratio of 1:10 in the presence of soluble anti-mouse 
CD3 monoclonal antibody (30 ng/mL). Levels of T cell cytokines were assessed in culture supernatants. (A) IL-2 levels were measured 
following 24 h of co-culture. (B) IFN-, (C) IL-17, and (D) IL-10 levels were measured following 72 h of co-culture. BMDCs alone and T 
cells alone were incubated with the soluble anti-CD3 antibody as negative controls. n = 3; Data are representative of two independent 
experiments.  p<0.05 compared with negative controls, * p<0.05. DC, BMDCs; T, T cells, Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 

 

To investigate the functions of Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs on T cell 

polarization, this study performed an assay of DC-T co-culture with using anti-soluble 

CD3 monoclonal antibody to first observe the outcomes of this direct interaction. 

Basing on the principle of specific signals required for T cell activation by DCs, anti-

CD3 antibody binds with Fc receptors on DCs and Fab arms of this antibody 

subsequently binds with CD3 expressed on T cells. This connection of DCs and T 

cells through soluble anti-CD3 antibody replaces the signal of antigen-MHC-II 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 79 

complex as known the first signals for T cell activation and proliferation (Clement et 

al., 1985) (Yixin Li & Roger J Kurlander, 2010). Thereby, BMDCs were exposed to 

Candida ß-glucan for 24 h prior to co-culture with spleen-derived T cells in the 

present of soluble anti-CD3 antibody. Since C. krusei ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs 

enhanced the highest amount of anti-inflammatory cytokine IL-10 (Figure 4.13 - 4.14), 

this questioned how the regulatory T cells response in this case. Thus, the co-

cultured T cells were evaluated FoxP3 and CD25 marker of CD4+ T cells after 72 h 

co-culture (Figure 4.16) and the functional cytokines of T cells were quantitated in 

supernatants including IL-2, IL-10, IFN- and IL-17 (Figure 4.15). Negative controls 

were BMDCs alone and T cell alone in this experiment. Curdlan, a commercial ß-

glucan, was used as a positive control.  

For the results of cytokines (Figure 4.15), there was very low amount of IL-2, 

IFN-, IL-17 and IL-10 on control T cells alone and no cytokine secretion on control 

DCs alone. This showed that the low concentration of anti-CD3 antibody did not give 

any effect to interfere the results of Candida ß-glucan-primed DCs and T cells 

interaction. Interestingly, all cases of ß-glucan-primed BMDCs significantly promoted 

all T cell-secreted cytokines when compared with negative controls. Of note, IL-2 is 

known as a critical growth factor for T cell proliferation and is produced during T cell 

activation (Spolski et al., 2018).  In addition, there was no difference of amounts of 

IL-2, IFN- and IL-17 among Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs (Figure 4.15A), 

whereas T cells co-cultured with Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs secreted 

higher amount of IFN- and IL-17 than T cells co-cultured with curdlan-stimulated 

BMDCs (Figure 4.15B and 4.15C). Intriguingly, BMDCs stimulated with C. krusei ß-glucan 

promoted the highest IL-10 production of T cells in this assay (Figure 4.15D). These 

results supported partly the assumption that Treg may be expanded highly under 

activation of C. krusei ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs. 
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Figure 4.16 Similar effects of Candida ß-glucans-stimulated BMDCs on Treg cells 
BMDCs were stimulated with 25 µg/mL of curdlan and ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 

h. The stimulated BMDCs were co-cultured with murine splenic T cells at a DC:T cell ratio of 1:10 in the presence of soluble anti-mouse 
CD3 monoclonal antibody (30 ng/mL). The percentages and numbers of CD4+ T cells and CD4+FoxP3+ were determined following 72 h 
of co-culture by flow cytometry. n = 3; (A) CD4 T cells were first identified by gating on CD4+ cells. (B) FoxP3+ regulatory T cells in CD4+ 
T cell population were next identified by gating on CD4+ FoxP3+ cells. (C) percentage and (D) number of CD4+ cells, (E) percent and (F) 
number of CD4+FoxP3+ cells. Data are representative of two independent experiments. *p<0.05 compared between two kinds of ß-
glucan, Curd, Curdlan; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 

 

Our study observed the signature markers of Treg in parallel of above 

cytokine examination (Figure 4.16A and 4.16B). The percentage and number of total 
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CD4+ T cells were significantly higher under co-culture conditions of BMDCs 

stimulated with C. tropicalis and C. krusei ß-glucan when compared with the co-

culturation in other ß-glucan stimulations (Figure 4.16C and 4.16D). Unexpectedly, 

although the percentage and number of CD4+FoxP3+ T cells significantly increased in 

all cases of T cells cocultured with Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs when 

compared with the co-culturation in curdlan stimulation, there was no difference of 

percentage and number of CD4+FoxP3+ T cells induced by among the co-culturation 

of Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs (Figure 4.16E and 4.16F). Overall, these data 

inferred that C. krusei ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs highly promoted IL-10-producing T 

cells but not FoxP3+ regulator T cells. 

In vivo C. krusei ß-glucan immunization expanded IL-10-producing T cell 

population in antigen-specific manner  

 To reinforce the outcomes of the interaction between C. krusei ß-glucan-

stimulated DCs and T cells, our study performed the subcutaneous immunization of 

C. krusei ß-glucan plus with OVA antigen in parallel to compare with C. albican ß-

glucan plus OVA antigen. Negative control was immunized with PBS plus OVA antigen 

in this experiment. Because DCs are known that they distribute mostly at the skin 

and can be highly exposed to the stimuli, these cells could increase the T cell 

polarization at local draining lymph nodes (Thu Ngoc Yen Nguyen, 2018). The T cells 

were isolated from the lymph nodes after those ß-glucan immunization were re-

stimulated with specific antigen in vitro to evaluate T cell responses clearly. Then 

they were assessed the cytokine production in supernatants and surface target 

markers of Treg cells.  

The findings showed that the responses of cytokine secretion were higher in 

cases of OVA re-stimulation than in case of non-OVA re-stimulation (Figure 4.17A-C). 

However, the response of IFN- and IL17 were similar between C. albicans ß-glucan 

and C. krusei ß-glucan immunization, and both these responses were significantly 
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increased in relevant to negative control (Figure 4.17A and 4.17B). Interestingly, 

C.krusei ß-glucan immunization induced the highest amount of IL-10 cytokine of T 

cell response in OVA-specific manner when compared with the counterparts (Figure 

4.17C). However, the CD4+FoxP3+ T cells were not different between OVA re-

stimulation and non-OVA re-stimulation, and this population was also not different 

between the immunization of C. krusei ß-glucan and C. albicans ß-glucan (Figure 

4.17D). These data were compatible with the results of high IL-10-producing T cells 

mediated by C. krusei ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs in the co-culture system.  

 

Figure 4.17 High IL-10-producing T cells in in vivo C. krusei ß-glucan 
immunization 

Mice were subcutaneously immunized with a mixture of C. albicans or C. krusei ß-glucans and OVA at day 0 and day 7. On 
day 14, the draining LNs cells were isolated and were ex vivo re-stimulated with OVA for 48 h. Culture supernatants were measured for 
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(A) IFN-γ, (B) IL-17, and (C) IL-10 by ELISA. (D) CD4+FoxP3+ T cells were assessed by flow cytometry. n = 6. * p<0.05. Ca, C. albicans; Ck, 
C. krusei. 

High expansion of IL-10-producing T cell population in systemic C. krusei 

infected-mice 

 C. krusei ß-glucan had many distinct effects observed on BMDCs and T cells 

polarization and that was the reason to investigate whether ß-glucan could 

contribute to the immunological pathogenesis mechanisms of C. krusei infection. To 

illustrate the immunosuppression condition of invasive candidiasis patients, the 

immunosuppression mice model for C. krusei infection were performed by using 

dexamethasone treatment prior doing the systemic C. krusei infection (Jacobsen et 

al., 2010). Negative control mice were intravenously injected with PBS buffer. 

Systemic C. krusei infection were generated by intravenously injection of low dose 

and high dose of live C. krusei yeasts. After 7 days post-infection, splenocytes excised 

from these mice were cultured in two conditions ex vivo, one was in the absence of 

immobilized anti-CD3 re-stimulation and another was in the presence of anti-CD3 re-

stimulation. Our study evaluated the cytokine responses in blood sera and in 

supernatants of anti-CD3-boosted splenocytes (Figure 4.18A and 4.18B). Besides that, 

the markers of splenic Treg population were continuously assessed at 48 h post-

culture in vitro and compared with splenic Treg cells plus the anti-CD3 antibody 

boosting (Figure 4.18C and 4.18D).    

 Interestingly, the cytokine responses in sera were rather similar those 

responses in supernatant of anti-CD3 re-stimulated splenocytes. On the one hand, in 

sera, amount of IFN- was significantly decreased and amount of IL-17 was highly 

increased in C. krusei-infected mice compared with negative control mice (Figure 

4.18A, left and middle panels). C. krusei-infected mice likely produced the increased 

amount of IL-10 higher than negative control, but this was not statistical significance 

(Figure 4.18A, right panel). In addition, there was no difference of these cytokines 
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between two doses of C. krusei-infected mice (Figure 4.18A). On the other hand, in 

supernatant of anti-CD3 re-stimulation splenocytes, amount of IFN- was secreted 

similarly among infected and non-infected mice (Figure 4.18B, left panel). The high 

amount of IL-17 was significantly different between infected mice and non-infected 

mice under this condition (Figure 4.18B, middle panel). Notably, C. krusei infected 

mice produced significantly high amount of IL-10 in dose-dependent manner and 

higher than this of non-infected mice (Figure 4.18B, right panel). Thus, these results 

highlighted that C. krusei ß-glucan profoundly influenced on the immunomodulator, 

IL-10 production of host immune cells in case of systemic C. krusei infection.     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 85 

 

Figure 4.18 Systemic C. krusei infection possibly promoted IL-10-producing T cells 
Mice were treated with dexamethasone to induce immunosuppression and were systemically infected with 1x106 and 5x106 

of C. krusei. Serum and spleens were collected on day 7 post-infection. Splenocytes were re-stimulated with immobilized anti-CD3 for 
48 h. (A) Serum cytokines. (B) Cytokines from supernatant from anti-CD3-stimulated splenocytes. (C) T cells from unstimulated 
splenocytes. (D) T cells from anti-CD3 stimulated splenocytes. n = 5. * p<0.05. 

 

For T cell polarization, our study found that the CD4+ T cell enhanced in C. 

krusei infected mice significantly higher than non-infected mice (Figure 4.18C, left 

panel), although this did not show in the presence of anti-CD3 re-stimulation (Figure 

4.18D, left panel). Notably, C. krusei-infected mice did not increase the CD4+FoxP3+ T 

cells when compared with non-infected mice (Figure 4.18C, right panel). Anti-CD3 re-
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stimulated splenocytes from C. krusei-infected mice also did not enhance the Treg 

population (Figure 4.18D, right panel). Nevertheless, C. krusei-infected mice 

remarkably increased the CD4+CD25+FoxP3- T cells at any dose of C. krusei yeasts 

higher than those cells of non-infected mice (Figure 4.18C, middle panel). 

Furthermore, the notable phenomenon of increased CD4+CD25+FoxP3- T cell 

population showed similarly in anti-CD3 re-stimulated splenocytes from C. krusei-

infected mice (Figure 4.18D, middle panel). Overall, C. krusei yeasts possibly 

influenced on DC properties to dictate the fate of T cell responses toward IL-10-

producing T cells. 

C. krusei ß-glucan-induced DC maturation and cytokine production partially 

depends on dectin-1 receptor 

Dectin-1 receptor plays the main role in interaction of host immune cells with 

fungal organisms through detecting the structure ß-glucan on the fungal cell wall 

(Brown et al., 2002; Taylor et al., 2007). Presumably, these kinds of Candida ß-glucan 

could produce different effects on DCs that may be result from dissimilar interactions 

with dectin-1 receptor. Thereby, to test this hypothesis, this work used dectin-1 

antagonist to block dectin-1 receptor and evaluate the reverse effects of these ß-

glucans on BMDCs at 24 h and 48 h post-stimulation. Untreated and ß-glucan-

unstimulated cells or alone dectin-1-treated cells were negative controls. Curdlan 

was used as a positive control in dectin-1 blockade experiments, because it is a well-

known ligand of human and mouse dectin-1 receptor (Palma et al., 2006; Takano et 

al., 2017). Under dectin-1 inhibition, the proportion and CD11c expression was 

examined by flow cytometry (Figure 4.19). The results showed that the proportion 

and CD11c expression levels were not altered among Candida ß-glucan stimulations 

between untreated and treated dectin-1 antagonist. Thus, dectin-1 blockade did not 

affect DC proportion and CD11c expression. In consistence to previous data (Figure 

4.9), C. krusei ß-glucan still down-regulated CD11c expression of BMDCs lower than 
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that of other ß-glucans, even though treating cells with dectin-1 antagonist before 

(Figure 4.19). This suggested that the decrease of CD11c marker due to C. krusei ß-

glucan was independent on dectin-1 receptor.   

 
Figure 4.19 Impact of dectin-1 blockade on DC proportion and CD11c expression 

BMDCs were pre-treated with 25 µg/mL of dectin-1 antagonist for 2 h, then cells were stimulated with 25 µg/mL of curdlan 
and ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 h. (A) The percentages of CD11c+ cells were assessed using a 
dot pot analysis. (B) The geometric mean fluorescence intensity (MFI) of CD11c was determined using a histogram analysis. n = 5; data 
are representative of two independent experiments.  p<0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs. (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Curd, 
curdlan; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 

 

For DC maturation markers, the impact of Candida ß-glucan showed some 

apparent alterations of these markers between before and after blocking cells with 

dectin-1 antagonist (Figure 4.20). At 24 h post-stimulation, dectin-1 antagonist 

suppressed similarly the expression level of CD40, CD80 and CD86 of BMDCs when 

compared between the stimulation of C. albicans and C. tropicalis ß-glucan (Figure 

4.20A, B and C, left panels). With these two stimuli, the MFI expression levels of 

those molecules were reduced 30%, 18%, 21% respectively (Table 4.1). Meanwhile, 

MHC-II expression was reduced a little more in C. tropicalis ß-glucan-stimulated 

BMDCs (25%) than C. albicans ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs (18%) (Figure 4.20D, left 
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panel and Table 4.1). Oppositely, effects of C. krusei ß-glucan was inhibited by 

dectin-1 antagonist only on CD40 and CD80 expression of these cells at that time, 

17% and 12% respectively (Figure 4.20A, 4.20B and Table 4.1), while this ß-glucan 

continuously triggered BMDCs to remain the expression of CD86 and MHC-II at 

relatively same level between before and after blocking dectin-1 receptor (Figure 

4.20C, 4.20D and Table 4.1). The blocking effects of dectin-1 antagonist on C. krusei 

ß-glucan-stimulation BMDCs were significantly lower than those of BMDCs stimulated 

by C. albicans and C. tropicalis ß-glucan (Figure 4.20 and Table 4.1). The effects of 

dectin-1 blockade on curdlan-stimulated BMDCs were similar in case of C. krusei ß-

glucan. At 48 h post-stimulation, the blocking effects on maturation markers were 

likely to persist under dectin-1 blockade (Figure 4.20, right panels). Especially, CD40 

and CD80 makers were reduced among all kinds of ß-glucan stimulation under 

dectin-1 blockade condition (Figure 4.20A and 4.20B, right panels). There was less 

difference of these blocking effects among ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs at 48 h (Table 

4.1). These findings highlighted that BMDC maturation in response to ß-glucan of C. 

albicans and C. tropicalis was highly specific to dectin-1-related recognition, whereas 

ß-glucan of C. krusei promoted those responses separately which were not totally 

dependent on dectin-1 receptor.  

For DC cytokine production, the cytokine responses of ß-glucan-triggered cells 

were also inhibited by dectin-1 antagonist at different levels depending on Candida 

species at 24 h and 48 h (Figure 4.21 - 4.22). The inhibitory ability of this antagonist 

to ß-glucan effects were efficiently firmed through decreased cytokine effects of 

curdlan control on treated BMDCs (Figure 4.21 - 4.22), of which, remarkably complete 

abolishment of IL-1ß and IL-23 secretion (Figure 4.21B, 4.21D and Figure 4.22B, 4.22D). 

In line with that general tendency, all observed cytokines were significantly 

decreased their amounts because of dectin-1-inhibited cells prior to exposure of any 

kind of Candida ß-glucan (Figure 4.21 - 4.22). Interestingly, C. tropicalis and C. 
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albicans ß-glucan were similarly decreased their effects on DC cytokine induction by 

dectin-1 antagonist (Figure 4.21 - 4.22 and Table 4.1). By contrast, C. krusei ß-glucan 

still elicited great differences on BMDC cytokine secretion when compared to C. 

albicans and C. tropicalis ß-glucan at both time points, even if in dectin-1-blockade 

condition (Figure 4.21 - 4.22 and Table 4.1). 

In details, dectin-1-inactivated BMDCs stimulated by C. albicans and C. 

tropicalis ß-glucan sharply dropped over 70% of the amount of TNF-, IL-6 and IFN-

, minimized nearly 80% of IL-10 amount, and failed to produce cytokine IL-1ß, IL-23 

and IL-12 following the time (Table 4.1). Even though TNF-, IL-6 and IFN- of 

dectin-1-treated BMDCs were released due to C. albicans ß-glucan a little more 

different than C. tropicalis ß-glucan (Table 4.1). These findings implied ß-glucan of 

these two species were recognized largely by dectin-1 receptor of BMDCs and were 

highly specified to dectin-1 signaling pathway in production of IL-1ß, IL-23 and IL-12.  
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Figure 4.20 Inhibition of DC maturation by dectin-1 blockade 
BMDCs were pre-treated with 25 µg/mL of dectin-1 antagonist for 2 h, and then the cells were stimulated with 25 µg/mL of 

curdlan and ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 h and 48 h. The geometric mean fluorescence 
intensity (MFI) of DC maturation markers (A) CD40, (B) CD80, (C) CD86, and (D) MHC class II on CD11c+ cells were determined using 
histogram analyses. n = 5; data are representative of two independent experiments.  p<0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs, * 
p<0.05.  (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Curd, curdlan; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 
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Table 4.1 Blockade of DC maturation and cytokine production by dectin-1 antagonist 

 % Blocking1, 2 ± SD 

 Curdlan C. albicans C. tropicalis C. krusei 

24h 
CD40 

 
2.9 ± 4.0 b, c, d 

 
30.9 ± 9.5 a, d 

 
32.2 ± 3.3 a, d 

 
17.1 ± 9.7 a, b, c 

CD80 3.5 ± 2.0 b, c 17.9 ± 4.3 a 18.6 ± 6.1 a 12.6 ± 7.1 
CD86 1.6 ± 2.3 b, c, d 21.8 ± 8.3 a, d 21.2 ± 4.3 a, d 4.5 ± 5.3 a, b, c 
MHC-II 0.0 ± 0.0 b, c, d 18.9 ± 6.2 a, d 25.8 ± 5.3 a, d 2.0 ± 2.7 a, b, c 

48h 
CD40 

 
18.5 ± 3.2 

 
19.4 ± 6.9 

 
24.3 ± 4.0 

 
15.6 ± 9.2 

CD80 15.0 ± 4.2 9.6 ± 6.3 15.2 ± 4.8 21.2 ± 10.5 
CD86 6.1 ± 7.7 1.1 ± 2.5 d 2.1 ± 2.4 d 18.6 ± 14.8 b, c 
MHC-II 2.7 ± 2.9 7.8 ± 9.2 10.8 ± 8.0 3.8 ± 3.5 

24h 

TNF- 

 
45.1 ± 3.4 b, c, d  

 
76.4 ± 2.5 a, d  

 
83.1 ± 2.2 a, d 

 
24.7 ± 6.9 a, b, c 

IL-1ß  92.2 ± 17.5 d 73.3 ± 36.9 d 80.8 ± 16.9 d 4.0 ± 9.0 a, b, c 
IL-6 54.5 ± 4.5 b, c, d  77.0 ± 2.6 a, c, d 85.2 ± 2.0 a, b, d 34.2 ± 4.9 a, b, c 
IL-23 N.D 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 99.1 ± 2.0 
IL-12 53.0 ± 10.8 b, c, d  99.6 ± 0.9 a, d  100.0 ± 0.0a, d  74.3 ± 3.7 a, b, c 

IFN- 0.3 ± 0.6 b, c, d  71.5 ± 3.5 a, c, d 59.4 ± 4.5 a, b, d 34.6 ± 3.8 a, b, c 

IL-10 45.9 ± 7.3 b, c, d  78.4 ± 4.7 a, d 84.4 ± 2.7 a, d 61.3 ± 2.0 a, b, c 

48h 

TNF- 

 
42.6 ± 6.1 b, c, d  

 
74.4 ± 1.5 a, d 

 
81.5 ± 0.9 a, d 

 
28.9 ± 8.6 a, b, c 

IL-1ß  100.0 ± 0.0 d 100.0 ± 0.0 d 100.0 ± 0.0 d 59.6 ± 9.4 a, b, c  
IL-6 51.4 ± 2.6 b, c, d  71.5 ± 1.8 a, c, d 79.7 ± 1.7 a, b, d 40.5 ± 4.7 a, b, c 
IL-23 N.D 100.0 ± 0.0 100.0 ± 0.0 99.8 ± 0.6 
IL-12 64.0 ± 7.9 b, c, d 100.0 ± 0.0 a, d  100.0 ± 0.0 a, d  75.9 ± 4.9 a, b, c 

IFN- 30.3 ± 6.2 b, c 68.8 ± 1.9 a, d 66.8 ± 1.5 a, d 18.2 ± 11.8 b, c 

IL-10 48.6 ± 7.5 b, c, d 79.6 ± 4.2 a, d 84.6 ± 3.7 a, d 60.0 ± 4.4 a, b, c 
 

1 % Blocking of maturation molecules was calculated by the following formula; (average MFI of molecule A expressed on glucan-
stimulated DCs – MFI of molecule A expressed on dectin-1 antagonist treated glucan-stimulated DCs) x 100/average MFI of 
molecule A expressed on glucan-stimulated DCs). 
2 % Blocking of cytokine level was calculated by the following formula; (average amount of cytokine A secreted from glucan-
stimulated DCs – amount of cytokine A secreted from dectin-1 antagonist treated glucan-stimulated DCs) x 100/average amount of 
cytokine A secreted from glucan-stimulated DCs). 

Data of n = 5; ap < 0.05 compared with Curdlan, bp < 0.05 compared with C. albicans glucan, cp < 0.05 compared with C. 
tropicalis glucan, dp < 0.05 compared with C. krusei glucan. N.D, not determined.  
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Figure 4.21 Contribution of dectin-1 blockade to DC cytokine production at 24 h 
BMDCs were pre-treated with 25 µg/mL of dectin-1 antagonist for 2 h, and then the cells were stimulated with 25 µg/mL of 

curdlan and ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 h. Levels of (A) TNF-α, (B) IL-1ß, (C) IL-6, (D) IL-23, (E) 
IL-12, (F) IFN-, and (G) IL-10 were measured in culture supernatants by ELISA. n = 5; data are representative of two independent 
experiments.  p<0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs, * p<0.05.  (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Curd, curdlan; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. 
tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 
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Figure 4.22 Effects of dectin-1 blockade on DC cytokine production at 48 h 
BMDCs were pre-treated with 25 µg/ml of dectin-1 antagonist for 2 h, and then the cells were stimulated with 25 µg/ml of 

curdlan and ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 48 h. Levels of (A) TNF-α, (B) IL-1ß, (C) IL-6, (D) IL-23, (E) 
IL-12, (F) IFN-, and (G) IL-10 were measured in the culture supernatants by ELISA. n = 5; Data are representative of two independent 
experiments.  p<0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs, * p<0.05.  (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Curd, curdlan; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. 
tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 

 

On the contrary, in case of C. krusei ß-glucan-stimulated DCs plus the 

antagonist pretreatment, merely a disappearance of cytokine IL-23 occurred at both 
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time points (Figure 4.21D and Figure 4.22D), while the residue cytokines were not 

reduced as much as in stimulation of other Candida ß-glucans (Figure 4.21 - 4.22). 

The amount of TNF- and IL-6 were decreased less than 30% and around 40% 

respectively in dectin-1 blockade, whereas around 75% of IL-12 amount and 60% of 

IL-10 amount were suppressed at both time points (Table 4.1). In addition, there 

were special fluctuations of cytokine IL-1ß and IFN- following the time in this case. 

The amount of IL-1ß was unchanged at 24 h but reduced 60% at 48 h (Figure 4.21B, 

Figure 4.22B and Table 4.1), and the amount of IFN- was decreased about 35% at 

24 h but only 18% at 48 hour later (Figure 4.21F, Figure 4.22F and Table 4.1). Thus, 

these data also re-confirmed that BMDCs activated by ß-glucan of C. krusei promoted 

the highest amount of almost presentative cytokines in both dectin-1-dependent and 

-independent manner. 

Collectively, combining all effects of ß-glucan on DC maturation and cytokine 

induction, these results indicated that ß-glucan of C. krusei influenced differently 

from ß-glucan of both C. tropicalis and C. albicans on DC responses.  

Differential DC activation via Syk-dependent signaling pathway of Candida ß-

glucan 

 Engagement of ß-glucan to dectin-1 receptor mainly operates its downstream 

signaling pathway through activities of classical spleen tyrosine kinase (Syk) adaptor, 

which is typical mechanism of C. albicans ß-glucan effects (Rogers et al., 2005; Thwe 

et al., 2019). Thus, this study investigated whether the different impacts of 

mentioned NACs ß-glucans on BMDCs go through Syk signaling pathway. Using Syk 

inhibitor pre-incubates BMDCs prior to contact with ß-glucans of C. tropicalis, C. 

krusei and C. albicans aiming to evaluate these relations. Maturation markers of 

BMDCs were evaluated their expression by flow cytometry (Figure 4.23) and DC 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 95 

cytokine were quantitated by ELISA at 24 h and 48 h post-stimulation (Figure 4.24 - 

4.25).   

 The influences of Candida ß-glucan on BMDCs maturation were efficiently 

suppressed by Syk inhibitor with a few differences among these ß-glucans (Figure 

4.23). This inhibition efficiency on these molecules was altered following the time. In 

which, the MFI expression levels of CD80, CD86 and MHC-II marker were dropped 

obviously due to blocking Syk signaling on ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs as early as 24 

h post-stimulation (Figure 4.23B-D). An exception, CD40 expression level was reduced 

among ß-glucan- stimulated BMDCs plus Syk inhibition at 48 h post-stimulation when 

compared with single ß-glucan-stimulated cells (Figure 4.23A). Interestingly, among 

three of Candida ß-glucans, BMDCs stimulated with C. krusei ß-glucan likely induced 

higher expression levels of these molecules such as CD40 and CD86 in the absence 

of Syk signaling (Figure 4.23A and 4.23C), while BMDCs stimulated with C. tropicalis or 

C. albicans ß-glucan mediated the similar effects on all maturation markers in that 

condition (Figure 4.23).  

For cytokine secretion, curdlan and Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs were 

largely impeded the production of pro-inflammatory and anti-inflammatory cytokines 

in case of Syk inhibitor treatment (Figure 4.24 - 4.25). It appeared that those 

reduction of cytokines also varied depending on time, cytokine type and ß-glucan 

type. Under stimulation of ß-glucans plus pre-treated Syk inhibitor, amount of IL-1ß, 

IL-23 and IL-10 tended to reduce slowly because the blocking effects of these 

cytokines revealed clearly at 48 h of post-stimulation (Figure 4.24B, 4.24D, 4.24G and 

Figure 4.25B, 4.25D, 4.25G). On the other hand, amount of TNF-, IL-6, IL-12 and IFN-

 were decreased sharply from 24 h (Figure 4.24A,4.24C, 4.24E and 4.24F) and 

persisted to 48 h in the same condition (Figure 4.25A, 4.25C, 4.25E and 4.25F). 

Besides, in the absence of Syk activity, C. tropicalis ß-glucan effects showed on 
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BMDCs in a similar pattern of all cytokine reductions relative to C. albicans ß-glucan 

effects (Figure 4.24 - 4.25). By contrast, under the same condition, C. krusei ß-glucan 

possibly persisted higher levels of DC cytokine production at both time points when 

compared with other Candida ß-glucans, typically IL-1ß and IL-10 (Figure 4.24 - 4.25).  

 Hence, it possibly inferred that the influences of Candida mp-ß-glucan on 

DCs mainly converged at downstream Syk signaling pathway of dectin-1 receptor. 

Nevertheless, C. krusei ß-glucan still drove its unique impacts on BMDC properties in 

certain different manner, which was Syk-independent pathway and distinct from 

those of C. tropicalis and C. albicans ß-glucan.   
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Figure 4.23 Inhibition of DC maturation by Syk inhibitor 
BMDCs were pre-treated with 1 µM of Syk inhibitor for 30 min, and then the cells were stimulated with 25 µg/mL of curdlan 

and ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 h and 48 h. The geometric mean fluorescence intensity (MFI) 

of DC maturation markers (A) CD40, (B) CD80, (C) CD86, and (D) MHC class II on CD11c+ cells were determined using histogram analyses. 

n = 5; data are representative of two independent experiments.  p<0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs, * p<0.05.  (-), 

unstimulated BMDCs; Curd, curdlan; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 
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Figure 4.24 Effects of Syk inhibitor on DC cytokine production at 24 h 
BMDCs were pre-treated with 1 µM of Syk inhibitor for 30, and then the cells were stimulated with 25 

µg/ml of curdlan and ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 48 h. Levels of (A) TNF-α, 
(B) IL-1ß, (C) IL-6, (D) IL-23, (E) IL-12, (F) IFN-, and (G) IL-10 were measured in the culture supernatants by ELISA. 
n = 5; Data are representative of two independent experiments.  p<0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs, 
*p<0.05.  (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Curd, curdlan; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 
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Figure 4.25 Effects of Syk inhibition on DC cytokine production at 48 h 
BMDCs were pre-treated with 1 µM of Syk inhibitor for 30 min, and then the cells were stimulated with 25 µg/mL of curdlan 

and ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 48 h. Levels of (A) TNF-α, (B) IL-1ß, (C) IL-6, (D) IL-23, (E) IL-12, 
(F) IFN-, and (G) IL-10 were measured in culture supernatants by ELISA. n = 5; data are representative of two independent experiments. 
 p<0.05 compared with unstimulated BMDCs, * p<0.05.  (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Curd, curdlan; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. 
krusei. 
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Different expression of surficial dectin-1 receptor on Candida ß-glucan-

stimulated BMDCs 

 Having found that Candida ß-glucans and dectin-1 interactions mainly 

regulated Syk-mediated cytokine production. Next, to understand more whether the 

altered DC responses associates with expression of dectin-1 receptor on their surface 

under stimulations of mentioned Candida ß-glucans, this study observed the 

expression of dectin-1 receptor under stimulation of those ß-glucans by flow 

cytometry method. Using anti-CLEC7A monoclonal antibody tagged fluorescence 

detects the expression of this receptor on CD11c+ BMDC surface during the 

interaction with ß-glucans at 24 h and 48 h (Figure 4.26A). As predicted, the results 

showed there were different expression levels of dectin-1 receptor on DC surface 

among stimulations of Candida ß-glucans (Figure 4.26B). In details, C. albicans ß-

glucan-stimulated BMDCs expressed dectin-1 receptor significantly lower than glucan-

unstimulated cells and this phenomenon was observed apparently at 48 h. 

Meanwhile, C. tropicalis ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs did no change surface expression 

level of dectin-1 receptor at 24 h and rather downregulated this receptor at 48 h. 

Intriguingly, C. krusei ß-glucan elicited BMDCs express the highest level of dectin-1 

receptor as early as 24 h post-stimulation compared with other Candida ß-glucan 

and then significantly decreased the expression level of this receptor at 48 h 

compared with unstimulated cells (Figure 4.26A and 4.26B). Hence, these data 

indicated that different expression of dectin-1 receptor on BMDC surface possibly 

related to distinct impacts of Candida ß-glucan through dectin-1/Syk signaling 

pathway axis.  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 101 

 

 

 

Figure 4.26 Differential dectin-1 expression on Candida ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs 
BMDCs were stimulated with 25 µg/mL of ß-glucans isolated from C. albicans, C. tropicalis, and C. krusei for 24 h and 48 h. 

The expression of dectin-1 was determined by a flow cytometric analysis. DCs were first identified by gating on CD11c, and (A) the 
expression of dectin-1 in CD11c+ population was subsequently assessed by histogram analyses with the values of MFI (mean ± S.D.), (B) 
the geometric mean fluorescence intensity (MFI) of dectin-1 on CD11c+ cells were determined among Candida ß-glucan. n = 5; data are 
representative of two independent experiments. * p<0.05. (-), unstimulated BMDCs; Ca, C. albicans; Ct, C. tropicalis; Ck, C. krusei. 
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Discussion  

With some similarities in virulence factors to C. albicans, C. tropicalis and C. 

krusei were selected as representatives of NACs aiming to compare and find out 

different interactions with host immune cells possibly related to the cell wall 

components. C. tropicalis has similar pathogenicity to C. albicans, while the 

pathogenicity of C. krusei is lower than those two species (Papon et al., 2013; 

Whibley & Gaffen, 2015; Ortega-Riveros et al., 2017; Gómez-Gaviria & Mora-Montes, 

2020). However, an intracellular survival phenomena of C. krusei and its escape from 

the killing of macrophages possibly suggested a complex interaction of the Candida 

cell wall components and host immune cells could initially mediate that outcome of 

interaction as well as of an infection afterwards (García-Rodas et al., 2011). Besides, C. 

krusei and C. tropicalis can cause candidiasis with severe invasive infections in 

immunocompromised patients (Lamoth et al., 2018; Gómez-Gaviria & Mora-Montes, 

2020). ß-glucan is well-known as a major carbohydrate structure on yeast Candida 

cell wall (Gow & Hube, 2012; Free, 2013) and could be hidden under mannan layer 

of yeast cell wall (Bain et al., 2014; Davis et al., 2014; Yadav et al., 2020). Cell wall ß-

glucan is probably responsible for the induction of antifungal immune responses in 

early stage of Candida yeast infection (Gow & Hube, 2012; Mihai G. Netea, 2015). 

Possibly, the different impacts of cell wall ß-glucans may link to the different 

immunopathogenesis mechanisms in those Candida yeasts-infected patients. Herein, 

this study first characterized DC properties including maturation and cytokine 

production altered differently in response to ß-glucans of C. tropicalis and C. krusei 

versus C. albicans. The findings showed that C. krusei ß-glucan remarkably influenced 

DC activation, whereas C. tropicalis and C. albicans ß-glucan impacted on almost DC 

responses in a similar way which was lower than those effects of the former. In 

addition, the T cell responses were resulted from these distinct Candida ß-glucan-

triggered DC alterations. Moreover, it found that C. krusei could survive and 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 103 

replication inside innate immune cells with unclear mechanisms (García-Rodas et al., 

2011). There is little known about pathogenesis strategies of these species (Gómez-

Gaviria & Mora-Montes, 2020). 

The different effects of ß-glucans on DCs were supposed to be directly 

related to the variation of ß-glucan structures among Candida species through some 

evidences. C. albicans ß-glucan structurally differs between yeast and hyphae form. 

This difference leaded to induce distinct pro-inflammatory and anti-inflammatory 

cytokine levels in human monocyte-derived macrophages (Lowman et al., 2014). 

Despite of being same C. tropicalis species, the different ß-glucan contents of distinct 

strains of this species elicited a variation of immune responses from peripheral blood 

mononuclear cells (Mesa-Arango et al., 2016). Since the different levels of ß-(1,3)-

glucan and ß-(1,6)-glucan were detected in culture supernatants of Candida spp. by 

using ß-glucan-specific antibodies, this implied the inter-species diversity of ß-glucan 

contents and structures on yeast cell wall (Matveev et al., 2019; Yamanaka et al., 

2020). In addition, the NMR analysis was in favor of above assumption. ß-glucans of 

C. albicans and C. tropicalis composed of ß-(1,3)-glucan with ß-(1,6)-branching. These 

results of C. albicans ß-glucan structures were concordant with other studies 

(Lowman et al., 2003; Sukumaran et al., 2010; Lowman et al., 2014). Meanwhile, ß-

glucan structure of C. krusei mainly contained ß-(1,3)-glucan which was distinct from 

other Candida ß-glucans. Moreover, one parameter that may also contribute to the 

variation in immune responses is the particle size of ß-glucans. Particulate ß-glucans 

with larger size had stronger effects in the cytokine responses of human monocyte-

derived DCs via regulation of dectin-1 expression (Elder et al., 2017). In our study, the 

results of SEM described that morphology of C. albicans and C. tropicalis ß-glucan 

particles were quite similar in shape and size, whereas the morphology and size of C. 

krusei ß-glucan particles were larger and formed different shape (Figure 4.5). The 

resemblance in morphology and ß-glucan structure of C. albicans and C. tropicalis 
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may explain for the similarity in DC immune responses observed throughout this 

study.  

In addition, it has presumed that difference of glucan exposure on yeast 

surface also associated to the different responses of innate immune cells. Since ß-

glucan is exposed more on yeast surface after heating treatment (Benjamin N 

Gantner, 2005; Gow et al., 2007), thus this simple method was used to observe the 

interaction of immune cells and cell wall ß-glucan in some studies. BMDCs secreted 

higher level of pro-inflammatory cytokines and anti-inflammatory cytokines under 

incubation with heat-killed C. albicans than heat-killed C. tropicalis (Thompson et al., 

2019). This is not consistent with our results, expression of maturation markers and 

amount of DC cytokine TNF-, IL-6, IL-1ß, IFN- and IL-10 were notably homogenous 

in ß-glucans from these two species, meanwhile, amount of IL-12 and IL-23 were 

little higher in C. tropicalis ß-glucan (Figure 4.10 - 4.11, Figure 4.13 - 4.14). Another 

study found that heat-killed C. krusei yeast triggered human monocytes to secrete 

amount of TNF-, IL-6 and IL-1ß larger than heat-killed C. albicans and C. tropicalis 

yeast (Navarro-Arias et al., 2019). This is in line with our results of the strongest 

effects of C. krusei ß-glucan observed on DC maturation and cytokine induction 

(Figure 4.10 - 4.11 and Figure 4.13 - 4.14). Nevertheless, the different level of ß-

glucan exposure on yeast surface may not explain for all differences among these 

studies. A surface exposure of ß-glucan in C. krusei was higher than this in C. albicans 

yeast, that was considered to explain for the stronger effects of heat-killed C. krusei 

yeast (S. M. Chen et al., 2019; Navarro-Arias et al., 2019). Meanwhile, although C. 

tropicalis yeast exposed ß-glucan on yeast surface at equal or higher degree than C. 

albicans yeast, C. tropicalis yeast affected DC responses lower than C. albicans yeast 

did (Navarro-Arias et al., 2019; Thompson et al., 2019). Collectively, the structural 

alterations among ß-glucans of three Candida species may be of the root factors to 
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explain for different immune responses among these studies. Presumably, structural 

diversity and variation in size of Candida ß-glucans affected their ability to induce DC 

maturation and cytokine production. 

C. krusei ß-glucan induced distinct nuance of DC maturation and cytokine 

function, of which, this ß-glucan downmodulated the percentage and expression of 

CD11c+ BMDCs lower than other Candida ß-glucans but increased the maturation 

and massive cytokine release (Figure 4.9). However, DC viability was not different 

among Candida ß-glucan (Figure 4.8), so CD11c down-regulation seems to be 

independent of DC viability (Griffiths et al., 2014). This suggest that CD11c was not 

only a signature of BMDCs, but also might be a typical marker for DC activation in 

response to certain dangerous stimuli and inflammatory setting. In favor of this 

inference, CD11c level was down-regulated in DCs stimulated by lipopolysaccharide 

which has known a strong activator of TLR4 receptor, but DCs remained highly 

increased pro-inflammatory cytokine and maturation (Griffiths et al., 2014). 

Consistently, other studies found this phenomenon of murine DCs under stimulation 

of TLR 3/4/9 agonists, Mycoplasma (Chen & Chang, 2005; Singh-Jasuja et al., 2013). 

Moreover, CD11c down regulation may be a predictor of phenotypical and functional 

alteration of DCs, because CD11clow DCs possibly exhibited an immature-like 

phenotype that could govern regulatory type 1  (Tr1) T cell differentiation (Wakkach 

et al., 2003). 

DCs are the most potential antigen-presenting cells since they can determine 

the direction of effector T cell differentiation through surface molecules and soluble 

substances as co-stimulatory markers and secreted cytokines (Zhou et al., 2009; 

Leung et al., 2010; Eisenbarth, 2019; Saravia et al., 2019). The proliferation of T 

lymphocytes were increased in DC:T cell co-culture assay (Figure 4.15 - 4.16) and in 

vivo immunization of Candida ß-glucan (Figure 4.17) along with T cells-secreted 

functional cytokines. These results inferred that Candida ß-glucans altered DC 
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properties leading to govern T cell proliferations distinctly depending on Candida 

species. Especially, T helper cell differentiation consistently interrelated to cytokine 

signals from BMDCs stimulated by ß-glucans. Curdlan-stimulated BMDCs governed the 

lowest T cell responses (Figure 4.16C and D), which was in line with the low cytokine 

responses of BMDCs (Figure 4.21 – 4.22). Meanwhile, Candida ß-glucan activated 

stronger cytokine responses of BMDCs (Figure 4.21 – 4.22) and stronger T cells 

responses compatibly (Figure 4.16C and 4.16D). As known, cytokines of BMDCs could 

suggested the direction of T cell responses. Of which, IFN- and IL-12 link to Th1, IL-

6, IL-1ß and IL-23 are required for Th17, and IL-10 is for Treg differentiation (Zhou et 

al., 2009; Leung et al., 2010; Eisenbarth, 2019; Saravia et al., 2019). In consequences, 

cytokine responses of Candida ß-glucan stimulated BMDCs promoted the Th1, Th17 

and Treg differentiation, which produced IFN-, IL17 and IL-10 respectively (Figure 

4.15B-D and Figure 4.17A-C). Interestingly, the high IL-10 level of C. krusei ß-glucan-

BMDCs (Figure 4.13G and Figure 4.14G) consistently promoted the high IL-10 

production of T cell response, not only FoxP3+ Treg cells (Figure 4.15D and Figure 

4.17C). Several evidences indicated that IL-10 secretion of DCs plays an important 

role in promoting IL-10-secreting regulatory T cells, that are in line with our results 

(Wakkach et al., 2003; Hsu et al., 2015; Brockmann et al., 2017; Comi et al., 2018). In 

our study, there was no difference of increased CD4+FoxP3+Treg cells among 

Candida ß-glucans-exposed DCs (Figure 4.16E-F and Figure 4.17D). However, it has 

suggested that the high IL-10 production of T cells could be resulted from functional 

activation of both CD4+FoxP3+Treg cells and FoxP3- IL-10-secreting Tr1 cells (Schmidt 

et al., 2012). Meanwhile, other CD4+ helper T cells have been recorded that they are 

also capable of secreting IL-10 as a self-protective mechanism to avoid tissue 

damages in response to pathogens (Jankovic et al., 2010). Th1, Th17 and Th2 can 

produce IL-10 in private signaling pathways that may be independent of IL-10 
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signaling from DCs (Ng et al., 2013). Since functional cytokines (IFN-, IL-17) from 

these T cells were not different in response to Candida ß-glucans (Figure 4.15B-C and 

Figure 4.17A-B), the level of IL-10 from those effector T cells probably exhibited 

same background amount in responses to Candida ß-glucans. Moreover, upregulated 

costimulatory molecules of BMDCs such as CD80, CD86 tightly associated with the 

induction of IL-10-secreting T cells (Pletinckx et al., 2011). Consistently, C. krusei ß-

glucan-stimulated BMDCs expressed higher level of CD86 molecules compared with 

other Candida ß-glucan stimulations (Figure 4.10C and Figure 4.11C). These evidences 

support that the high IL-10 secretion and costimulatory molecules expression of C. 

krusei ß-glucan-activated BMDCs possibly mediated a functional enhancement of 

CD4+FoxP3+T cells and IL-10-producing T cells and IL-10 production of these T cells 

in our results. On the other hand, IL-10 is able to downmodulate the proliferation of 

effector T cells (S. Wang et al., 2016; Neumann et al., 2019). The high IL-10 secretion 

of T cells in response to C. krusei ß-glucan could prevent the proliferation of Th1 and 

Th17 cells, that revealed similar effects of IFN- and IL-17 production of these T cells 

(Figure 4.15B-C and Figure 4.17A-B) in despite of a strong secretion of Th1- and Th17-

differentiating cytokines from C. krusei ß-glucan-stimulated BMDCs (Figure 4.13 – 

4.14).       

Since a relative consistence of the results from DC:T cell co-culture assay 

(Figure 4.15-4.16), in vivo immunization of C. krusei ß-glucan (Figure 4.17) and in vivo 

systemic C. krusei infection (Figure 4.18) was observed that notably high amount of 

IL-10 was produced by T cell responses. These data suggested that ß-glucan of C. 

krusei may mediate its effects on IL-10 production of host adaptive immunity in 

murine systemic C. krusei infection. Some evidences also supported this notion when 

surface ß-glucan exposure plays a crucial PAMP factor interacting with host immunity 

in fungal infection (Taylor et al., 2007; Gow & Hube, 2012; Mihai G. Netea, 2015). For 
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C. krusei yeast, ß-glucan layer accounted a large amount of cell wall mass (Navarro-

Arias et al., 2019) and highly exposed on the outer surface of C. krusei cell wall (S. M. 

Chen et al., 2019). It reported that there was the presence of ß-glucan in serum of 

Candida infected mice (Yamanaka et al., 2020). In addition, the circulation of shed ß-

glucan in serum of candidiasis patients negatively correlated with severity of infection 

in some studies (Sims et al., 2012; Giacobbe et al., 2015), that suggested the 

important impacts of ß-glucan on host immune responses. Besides, our study also 

observed that IL-17 production of Th17 cells was increased in dose-dependent 

manner of C. krusei infection (Figure 4.18A and 4.18B, middle panels). This is 

consistent with other studies that Th17 response was essentially promoted in 

Candida infections (LeibundGut-Landmann et al., 2007; Conti & Gaffen, 2015). 

Mannan of C. krusei possibly contributed to the high induction of Th17 response 

through triggering a massive response of Th17-priming cytokines (IL-6 and IL-23) from 

DCs (Thu Ngoc Yen Nguyen, 2018). Moreover, our study found that C. krusei yeasts 

did not enhance the CD4+FoxP3+ Treg cells, although there was a high IL-10 

production in T cell responses (Figure 4.18C and 4.18D, right panels). A high number 

of CD4+FoxP3+ Treg cells was in the control uninfected group may be due to the 

dexamethasone impacts on increased CD4+FoxP3+ Treg cell expansion (Engler et al., 

2017). Other study also found that dexamethasone inhibited the dectin-1 activation 

of ß-glucan-stimulated DCs and enhanced anti-inflammatory cytokine (IL-10) 

production of these DCs (Willment et al., 2003; Kotthoff et al., 2017). However, a 

reduced number of CD4+FoxP3+Treg cells and an increased number of 

CD4+CD25+FoxP3- Treg cells were significantly changed among C. krusei infection mice 

compared with control uninfected mice, despite of same dexamethasone-pretreated 

condition (Figure 4.18C and 4.18D, middle panels). This also implied that ß-glucan of 

C. krusei probably had certain private mechanism affecting on immune cells in C. 
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krusei infection aside from interacting with dectin-1 receptor. Therefore, it is possibly 

conceivable that high IL-10 production was mediated in C. krusei-specific response.  

As well-known, dectin-1 receptor plays a crucial role from recognizing ß-

glucan to elicit the host antifungal immune responses via dectin-1/Syk axis pathway 

to eradicate Candida infection (Taylor et al., 2007; Whitney et al., 2014). To decipher 

how the role of dectin-1 receptor and its signaling pathway determine the different 

impacts of distinct Candida ß-glucans in our study, BMDCs were respectively pre-

treated by dectin-1 antagonist (Figure 4.19 - 4.22) or inhibitor of Syk adaptor (Figure 

4.23 - 4.25) prior to stimulation of Candida ß-glucans. A few recent studies found 

that various Candida species had different impacts on innate immune cells due to 

different dependence on dectin-1 pathway(Navarro-Arias et al., 2019; Thompson et 

al., 2019), and dectin-1-knockout mice exhibited various levels of infectious 

susceptibility to distinct Candida spp. (S. M. Chen et al., 2019; Thompson et al., 

2019). In consistent with these studies, the different responses of dectin-1-blocked 

BMDCs were occurred in relevant to distinct Candida ß-glucans (Figure 4.20 - 4.22). C. 

krusei ß-glucan continued to affect the maturation and cytokine release of dectin-1-

blocked BMDCs, which were still the strongest influence compared with other 

Candida ß-glucans. Meanwhile, the similar effects of ß-glucans between C. albicans 

and C. tropicalis were displayed in dectin-1-blocked BMDCs (Figure 4.20 - 4.22). Once 

again, different properties of BMDCs in response to distinct Candida ß-glucan were 

highlighted through the different outcomes of Syk-inhibited BMDCs stimulated by 

these ß-glucans (Figure 4.23 - 4.25). These phenomena are possibly reasoned by the 

different interaction between dectin-1 receptor and ß-glucans of distinct Candida 

spp. It has investigated that dectin-1 dependent immune responses differed among 

Candida spp. in association with the exposure of ß-(1,3)-glucan on yeast cell wall 

surface (Navarro-Arias et al., 2019; Thompson et al., 2019). In addition, the different 

surficial expression of dectin-1 receptor on innate cells may involve in changes of 
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immune responses to various ß-glucans (Walachowski et al., 2016). Thereby, the 

expression of dectin-1 receptor on DCs possibly contributes a first requisite of the 

different DC reactions to distinct ß-glucans. Our data was in favor of this assumption 

because of the different expression of BMDC dectin-1 receptor following the time of 

Candida ß-glucan stimulations (Figure 4.26). Of which, ß-glucan of C. krusei triggered 

the highest expression of dectin-1 receptor on BMDCs at early time point, which may 

involve with the strongest effects of this ß-glucan particles. Moreover, the binding 

affinity of ß-glucan to dectin-1 receptor that is possible the second requisite of the 

different DC reactions to distinct ß-glucans, depends on the structure of polymer 

chain length and side-chain branching in ß-glucan structure (Adams et al., 2008). The 

bioactivity and receptor binding efficiency are also affected by the structural 

conformation of ß-glucan (Sletmoen & Stokke, 2008).  Dectin-1 receptor revealed a 

high affinity to ß-(1,3)-glucan polymer plus branching ß-(1,6)-side chain, while it 

showed a low affinity to linear ß-(1,3)-glucan polymer (Adams et al., 2008). 

Comparing the NMR results of Candida ß-glucan, C. albicans and C. tropicalis ß-

glucans had obviously high binding affinity to dectin-1 receptor in opposite of C. 

krusei ß-glucan. Furthermore, the different biological responses induced by the 

interaction of dectin-1 and Candida ß-glucan could be affected by the additional, 

synergistic or suppressive reciprocal of dectin-1 and other PRRs such as TLR2, TLR4 

(Ferwerda et al., 2008; Kanjan et al., 2017; Ostrop & Lang, 2017), galectin-3, SIGN-R1 

(Esteban et al., 2011; Takahara et al., 2011).  

The difference of DC responses to distinct Candida ß-glucans could be 

mediated by other receptors of ß-glucan recognition. a co-existence and co-

operation of many other receptors may be occurred during dectin-1 binding to this 

glucan (Heinsbroek et al., 2008). This possibility was not excluded in this study. CR3 is 

known as the first receptor of ß-glucan recognition (Ross & Vĕtvicka, 1993), and it is 

expressed on many innate immune cells and involves in the innate and adaptive 
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immune responses (Ehirchiou et al., 2007; Goyal et al., 2018). A recent study found 

that CR3 activation was also an essential mechanism to eliminate Candida infection 

(Li et al., 2019). In addition, CR3 can be activated depending on the structure and 

composition of ß-glucan (Legentil et al., 2015). In part, CR3 showed higher affinity to 

ß-(1, 6)-glucan than ß-(1,3)-glucan (Rubin-Bejerano et al., 2007; Tang et al., 2018). 

Moreover, although other receptors such as lactosylceramide receptor or scavenger 

receptors expressed on innate immune cells can recognize ß-glucan (Zimmerman et 

al., 1998; Sato et al., 2006; Józefowski et al., 2012). A novel C-type lectin receptor, 

CD23 has been described that it involves in ß-glucan recognition on myeloid cells 

and contributes to Candida clearance (Zhao et al., 2017; Salazar & Brown, 2018).       

Furthermore, in our study, an immunoregulatory response was possibly 

elicited via the high level of IL-10 production in C. krusei infection model, aside from 

high IL-17 production of Th17 response induction. Our results probably differ from 

the results of a recent study which described that dectin-1 receptor was crucially 

important for Th1 and Th17 responses of host protective immunity against C. krusei 

infection (S. M. Chen et al., 2019). The reduction of pro-inflammatory cytokines was 

occurred in host myeloid cells of dectin-1 knock-out mice. Besides, dectin-1 knock-

out mice exhibited a high burden of C. krusei in internal organs, and increased 

susceptibility of C. krusei infection along with reduced levels of IFN- and IL-17 in 

Th1 and Th17 responses (S. M. Chen et al., 2019). The different strain of C. krusei 

were used in our study that could explain for this discrepancy. Another study, the 

genetic diversity of two distinct strain clusters was found among C. krusei (Gong et al., 

2018). In addition, the structural diversity of cell wall ß-glucans could be noticed 

among distinct strains of one Candida species in a few studies. Different strains of C. 

albicans exhibited the structural variation of ß-glucan content in 13C-NMR analysis 

(Miura et al., 2003). Cell wall ß-glucan changed in different strains of C. tropicalis 

leading to distinct immune responses of human PBMCs (Mesa-Arango et al., 2016). In 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 112 

our study, only one strain of each Candida spp. was used to investigate the effects 

of cell wall ß-glucan. The observed distinct effects reflected the diversity of ß-glucan 

structure in inter-species fashion. Therefore, it may need to consider and further 

analyze the intra-species diversity of ß-glucan structure.        

In summary, our study found that immunological nuances of DCs varied 

depending on distinct type of Candida ß-glucans which may function disparately on 

induction of adaptive immune responses in Candida infection. It also implied that 

cell wall ß-glucan may involve in the Candida virulence and pathogenesis 

mechanisms in species-dependent manner. Probably, for C. krusei pathogenicity, this 

species contains less virulent factors, but cell wall expose of ß-glucan may give a 

benefit from downregulating immune responses contributing to C. krusei avoid the 

elimination of the host immune cells. However, this study still has some limitations 

including incomplete characterizing of Treg cell population in IL-10-producing T cells, 

the signaling pathways of ß-glucan effects on DCs, and the interplay of these cells in 

NACs infections. Hence, our study lay the groundwork for further exploring the 

interaction of host immunity and non-albicans Candida infections in candidiasis 

patients.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND PERSPECTIVE 

 

Dendritic cells are known to be the most magnitude innate cells of antifungal 

immunity. DCs are capable of processing pathogens as far as shaping specific 

adaptive immune responses to eliminate fungal invasion. The presence of ß-glucan is 

one of core factors on yeast cell wall, since it determines the changes of host 

immunity triggered by ß-glucan recognition of the main surficial receptor, dectin-1, on 

innate cells. In this work, DC properties altered by ß-glucan effects at various degrees 

in Candida species-dependent manner. It is possible that the different structural and 

morphology of three presentative Candida ß-glucan, including C. albicans, C. 

tropicalis and C. krusei, varied DC immune responses through changes of dectin-1-ß-

glucan interaction. In addition, the different dependence on dectin-1/Syk axis 

signaling pathway were displayed among these Candida ß-glucan. Interestingly, there 

was not only the induction of host protective Th1 and Th17 cell responses, but the 

regulatory T cell response were also promoted in relevant to those distinct Candida 

ß-glucan-stimulated DC functions. Hence, different ß-glucan component on yeast cell 

wall possibly plays a root factor of immunological mechanisms and distinct 

pathogenesis among infections of Candida albicans and non-albicans spp. These 

findings of this work initially illustrated a better understanding of an interrelationship 

between NACs and host immunity. The cell wall components may involve in the 

outcome of host immunity against NACs infection through interaction with antigen-

presenting cells such as DCs. It is necessary to deeply explore the interaction 

mechanisms of DCs and NACs-derived ß-glucan as well as the role of 

immunomodulation effects of ß-glucan in NACs infections. Moreover, this is a 

promise of opening new approaches in therapeutic aspects for candidiasis patients.  
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APPENDIX 

 

Yeast form of Candida spp.  
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