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EThe purposes of this research were to study and investigate the relationships between
personal |autonomy, internal locus of control, caring behavior of nursing instructors and
professlopal autonomy of the nursing students. The research subjects consisted of 483 senior
nursing s;udents selected by multi stage sampling technique. Four scales were developed by
the mvesplgator to measure personal autonomy, internal locus of control, -caring behavior of
nursing qmstructor and professional autonomy. The scales were tested for content validity and
rehabxlxty Statistical methods used to analyse data included mean, standard deviation, F-test,
Pearson Product moment and stepwise multiple regression analysis.

!

IM&)O]’ findings were the fol\owmgs

}1 The mean score of professional autonomy of nursing students was in the high
level. !

2. There was no different between the mean scores of professional autonomy of
nursing sfudents from institutions under various junsdictions.

13, Personal autonomy, internal locus of control and caring behavior of nursmg
'mstructoi’s were positively and significantly related to professional autonomy of nursing
students,}at the .05 level.
| " |4, Variables that could significantly predict professional autonomy of the nursing
students \were internal locus of control and caring behavior of nursing instructors. The total
varience pxplained is 18.01 percent. (R* = .1801)
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