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The purpose of this study is to determine the recruitment process of safe and adequate blood
donation conducted by 148 provincial hospital branches of the National Blood Centre(NBC), Thai Red
Cross Society in the regions. Descriptive studies were used. A mail-questionnaire survey was conducted
to collect specific data from the head of blood banks of all hospital branches in combination with analysis
of annual blood activity reports of those hospital branches sent to the NBC. Atthe end of February 1999,
the response rate was 73.7 percents.

The result of the study showed that 86.9% cf the hospital branches obtained adequate blood
donation for supply. Blood donation recruitment plans and community preparation were performed by
those hospitals 79.8% and 67.9%, respectively. Significant differences (p<0.01) in adequate blood
obtained were found between hospitals with and without those two activities. The major groups of blood
donors were general population and students (53.7% and 39.8%). seeking safe blood donors,
promoting for regular donation was concerned by 77.1% of the hospitals. However, motivation together
with donor education were performed only 44.4% of the hospitals. Furthermore, 51.5% of the hospitals did
not have target on safe donor group. Safe donor selection procedures before blood collection such as
medical history taking, self-exclusion questionnaire, and risk behavior counseling were taken 34.2%,
20.4%, and 63%, respectively. Regarding donor safety, medical check-up by doctor or nurse and
hemoglobin test were performed only 41.7% and 59.3%. Completeness of five blood screening for
Syphilis, HBV, HCV, anti-HIV, HIV-Ag were carried out only 46.7%. Significant differences (p<0.01) of the
completeness were found according to the size of the hospitals. Quality assurance in blood screening
were performed higher than 80% in various aspects. However, standard Operation Procedure (SOP),
double check and positive negative control were stated 57%, 4.9% and 3.4%, respectively.

The results of this study indicated the inconsistency of safe blood donation recruitment processes
among the hospital branches including their strengths, weaknesses and also benefits of the plans and
community preparation, therefore policy and guidelines should he developed for higher quality of safe
blood donation recruitment in the regions by the NBC.
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