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# # 6280028024 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: displaced person, Refugee, Voluntary repatriation, durable solutions, Thai, Myanmar, People
fleeing fighting
Chutima Thongtem : VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION OF PEOPLE FLEEING FIGHTING IN THE TEMPORARY
SHELTERS: AN ANALYSIS OF DELAYS AND IMPACTS. Advisor: BHANUBHATRA JITTIANG, Ph.D.

This individual study discussed the voluntary repatriation process of people fleeing fighting an
analysis to understand the reason and impact of delays in the process to proposed challenges, opportunities,
and policy recommendations. The timeframe of the study is between the fundamental changes in Myanmar
until before the outbreak of COVID-19 in 2020. There was the assumption that Thai, Myanmar, and UNHCR
policies caused delays and impacts toward the decisions for voluntary repatriation of people fleeing fighting.
These delays were related to state policies based on the concept of interests and national security. The study
found that the Thai state was trying to push voluntary return to the country of origin. In contrast, Myanmar's
policy was still unclear. There was no institutional structure to support the policies toward actual
peacebuilding and could not eliminate the causes of conflict between the state and ethnic minority groups. In
addition, there was no long-term government policy to support a sustainable return to the country of origin.
Moreover, UNHCR was unable to accelerate the collaboration between Thailand and Myanmar to expedite
cooperation. As a result, the voluntary repatriation continued to be protracted. It could be the only pilot
project that cannot create a sustainable return to the country of origin and sustainable human development.
People fleeing fighting were also concerned about the four kinds of insecurities (physical, legal, material, and
psycho-social). The recommendations to the states should reconstruct the policy towards people fleeing
fighting from the old point of view that used to maintain the state's security into enhancing sustainable human
development. The Thai state should affirm the commitment to the international communities, support ASEAN
in resolving the current Myanmar crisis, find solutions that address the issue of individual citizenship, and apply

comprehensive management of temporary shelters that leave no one behind.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature ........coccocviovcncee
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! UN High Commissioner for Refugees UNHCR, "Framework for Durable Solutions for Refugees and Persons of
Concern," (May 2003), pp. 5-6. https://www.refworld.org/docid/4124b6a04.html.

2 Barry N. Stein and Frederick C. Cuny, "Refugee Repatriation during Conflict: Protection and Post-Return
Assistance," Development in Practice, Vol. 4, No.3 (Oct., 1994): p. 174.; Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh et al., The Oxford
handbook of refugee and forced migration studies (OUP Oxford, 2014), p. 500.; Elliot Lodge, "Beyond Simply
‘Return’: How IDP Mobility, Agency and Self-Identification Contradict the Underpinnings of Refugee Policy," p. 55.;
Naoko Obi, New Approaches to Refugee Issues?: UNHCR Involvement in Countries of Origin in Asia (Asian Research
Center for Migration, Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University, 2001), p. 5-6.; UN High Commissioner for
Refugees UNHCR, "Framework for Durable Solutions for Refugees and Persons of Concern," (May 2003), pp. 5-6

® Fiddian-Qasmiyeh et al., The Oxford handbook of refugee and forced migration studies, p. 500.
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* Naoko Obi, New Approaches to Refugee Issues?: UNHCR Involvement in Countries of Origin in Asia (Asian
Research Center for Migration, Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University, 2001), 9. 7.
https://books.google.co.th/books?id=RYmMA4AAAAIAAJ.
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¢ UNHCR, "Thailand Border Operation: RTG/MOI-UNHCR Verified Refugee Population " (2021).
https://reliefweb.int/report/thailand/thailand-border-operation-rtgmoi-unhcr-verified-refugee-population-30-april-
2021.
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https://image.mfa.go.th/mfa/0/yZ0EO327fd/nbt/nbt6/1S/1S6025.pdf.
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RTG/MOI-UNHCR Verified Refugee Population

Total Verified Refugee Population® |« [ ° L

4,080 5,825
4,946 4,100

15877 18414
5,069 5,693
4,565 4,909

1,495 947
2,716 | 3,016
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® wsfiva w3led, nsaiuuleviesnsUssmaveandinlududuiusivrunguiiosuasnansenuseanuduiusineg -win :
19947398 (2549), p. 8, http://cuir.car.chula.ac.th/handle/123456789/13814.

? s 2535usqR WAy 113 AvSinedlng, madenidaleuemaudlatiygmiatelureinfistans: neemide
(namn: dUnNUANENITUNTAVTUYWEYULGYIF, 2559), U. 26-27.
http://\ibrary.nhrc.or.th/ULIB/dublin.php?ID=9143.

10 UNHCR, "Thailand Border Operation: RTG/MOI-UNHCR Verified Refugee Population .

" 5l g L, "3 Wasy s T g Uszendulee Tu e u an " Mekong-Salween Civilization Studies Journal 5, no.
1(2014): u. 61.
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12 diindynns dninauavsnsanigunusegs, 'nsdlesdisusniufianisnnuduiusive-dfeuan,” Academic Focus
(Qumﬁué 2559), https://d.parliament.go.th/handle/lirt/469992.

3 93ln Tann3ny, "nsvgadeiunisiwdsuinulugussnsulnevesungudesludiounn nsdinwn azdu uaznzvdes "
(2562), U. 102, http://cuir.car.chula.ac.th/handle/123456789/70378.

4 Supang Chantavanich and Aungkana Kamonpetch, Refugee and return: Displacement along the Thai-Myanmar
border (Springer, 2017), p. 9.

5 nsgnnamsisusena, nsuazidounniudedsuisonisdsunnidiounn ngui 4 nduilsuanlasatiasle Wetud 1
-305N1AU 2562 A¥anTanin Jamdanigauys wasdaviausidesasy,' (1 n.A. 2564). LRV ERE
https://www.mfa.go.th/th/content/5d5bd27915e39c3060029a60.

16 Chantavanich and Kamonpetch, Refugee and return: Displacement along the Thai-Myanmar border, p. 40.

7 Chantavanich and Kamonpetch, Refugee and return: Displacement along the Thai-Myanmar border, p. 45.
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3T UNHCR, "Framework for Durable Solutions for Refugees and Persons of Concern," pp. 5-6.
*8 Crisp and Long, "Safe and voluntary refugee repatriation: from principle to practice," p. 145.
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% Chantavanich and Kamonpetch, Refugee and return: Displacement along the Thai-Myanmar border, p. 12.
“ Barry N. Stein and Frederick C. Cuny, "Refugee Repatriation during Conflict: Protection and Post-Return
Assistance," Development in Practice 4, no. 3 (1994): p. 176, http://www.jstor.org/stable/4028817.
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