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The purpose of this research is to study about China’s Economic role in
Cambodia, focusing on the Dara Sakor Project in Koh Kong Province as part of
The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) policy of China. The research consults with the concept
of Influence, arguing that China gains more economic interests than political
interest from its supports to Cambodia. China is the great power that exercises its
influence in Cambodia through diplomacy, financial, and military assistance to shape
Cambodia's policy strategy toward China in order to access to Cambodia’s natural
resources and to expand its influence in the Southeast Asia and the South China Sea.
While Cambodia has three incentives for its policy toward China as follows: First, it is
Hun Sen regime’s survival from the domestic political challenges. Second, it is about
economic benefits, especially, the infrastructure development under BRI policy which
plays important role in Cambodia’s national development strategy and helps improving
Cambodia's economic competitiveness. Lastly, it is based on security interest. China’s
support can help prevent Vietnam’s threat due to the unresolved border disputes and
the historical conflicts, especially, the civil war. Cambodia’s response to China’s
influence still faces challenges from the United States, Japan and Vietnam, which are
major countries that have economic and political interests in Cambodia. It also faces

resistance from local residents affected by China's investment in large-scale projects.
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! Pheakdey Heng, "Cambodia-China Relations: A Positive-Sum Game?," Journal of Current Southeast Asian Affairs 31, no. 2
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2013). http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2280003. (accessed on April 22, 2021): 829.

' Sigfrido Burgos and Ear Sophal, "China's Strategic Interests in Cambodia: Influence and Resources,” Asian Survey 50, no. 3
(2010), http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/as.2010.50.3.615. (accessed on June 3, 2021): 637-38.
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“The Cambodia side is willing to, together with the Chinese side,

consolidate traditional, so as to promote bilateral comprehensive

strategic cooperative partnership for greater development”*®
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16 Shihlun Allen Chen, "The Development of Cambodia-China Relation and Its Transition Under the OBOR Initiative," The
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Comparative Law 8, no. 2 (July 2020), https://www.researchgate.net/publication/343229967.(accessed on May 29, 2021): 1.
* Sigfrido Burgos and Ear Sophal, "China’s Strategic Interests in Cambodia: Influence and Resources." 615-693.
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