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## 5280118122 : MAJOR INTERPRETATION

KEYWORDS : DIPLOMATIC INTERPRETING, INTERPRETER, DIPLOMACY
JUTHAPAT BHARNTHONG: DIPLOMATIC INTERPRETERS IN THAILAND.
SPECIAL RESEARCH ADVISOR: NUNGHATAI RANGPONSUMRIT, Ph.D.,49 pp.

This research aims to study diplomatic interpreters in Thailand in terms of their
work conditions, characteristics, roles, problems in their work as well as the
importance of diplomatic interpreters. The researcher interviewed twelve diplomatic

interpreters and two interpreting trainers.

Diplomatic interpreter is a person who serves interpreting service for high-level
country representative. From the research, the results show that diplomatic
interpreters in Thailand can be categorized into 2 groups; those providing
interpreting services to their own organization and those who are not a member of the
organization requiring interpreting service. The working conditions are various
depending on purposes and types of attendees. They include meetings, bilateral or
multilateral negotiations, courtesy calls and receptions etc. The findings also
demonstrate that diplomatic interpreters’ major characteristics are having
concentration and tact as well as being able to keep confidentiality, having vast of
knowledge and self-confidence. Diplomatic interpreters need to have the deep
concern of high sensitivity in political, economic, social and cultural aspects as the
first priority. Moreover, the research shows that the diplomatic interpreters working for
their own organization can perform both roles of interpreter and official at the same
time. Meanwhile, the other type of diplomatic interpreters can perform only the role of
interpreter. Also, the nature of organization can determine diplomatic interpreters’

work conditions and roles.

Field of Study : Interpretation
Academic Year : 2010
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1. What do you consider as essential capacities, personalities and qualification required

for an interpreter in Foreign Service?

2. What are the situations where interpretation is most required in diplomacy? (meetings

at leaders 'level/foreign ministers' level/ seniors' level)
3. In your opinion, how important is the role of interpretation in diplomacy?

4. What should be the criteria /factors to be considered when requesting interpreter(s) in

each function?
5. What is the prerequisite knowledge for an interpreter in Foreign Service?

6. What types of challenges could an interpreter in Foreign Service come across when

performing his/her tasks, how could he/she overcome these challenges?

7. In your opinion, how significant is interpretation in Foreign Service considered in

Thailand? Is this similar to or different from other countries?

8. From your experiences, should interpretation performed by diplomats be
encouraged? Should capacities building in interpretation be developed for diplomats, to

what extent and why?
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