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Abstract

This special research aims to study approaches and theories in translating Room by Emma
Donoghue. The purpose of this paper is to produce the target text that has the equivalent effect in
the main protagonist’s stylistic use and the meaning of the text to the source text. Moreover, this

study intends to find solutions to translate a unique speaking style of the main protagonist.

The result of this study shows that Christiane Nord’s Text Analysis Approach, the analysis of
elements of literature and Carl M. Tomlinson and Carol Lynch-Brown'’s study of children’s literature
enable the researcher to analyze the source text in depth and understand the purpose of the text
before transferring the message conveyed in the source text to the target text. Interpretive
Approach by Jean Delisle has assisted the researcher to reverbalize the concepts in each context
and verify the target text. Cognitive Development Theory for pre-operational period (2-7 years old)
by Jean Piaget helps the researcher to understand the outstanding characteristic of the main
protagonist which is portrayed through his thoughts and language use. Finally, Stylistic Theory by
Amara Prasithrathsint assists the researcher to produce the target text with the linguistic style that
has the same equivalent effect as the source text. All these approaches and theories have
contributed to the creation of the most effective translated text in accordance with the purpose and

the hypothesis of this research.
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| wish | had the note still but Old Nick disappeared it. | don’t know the words, they got bumped

out of my head. Ma’s in Room still, I want her here so much much much. Old Nick ran off

driving fast in his truck but where’s he going, not the lake or the trees anymore because he saw

me not be dead, | was allowed kill him but | didn’t manage it
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1.1 He saw me not be dead. %Gﬁgﬂ%ﬂ’]ﬂiiﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂu He saw that | was not dead.

1.2 I was allowed kill. Tagnlagnsniaaaiilu | was allowed to kill.
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Heuristics of Translation
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Comprehension of Meaning
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® | flat the chairs and put them beside Door against Clothes Horse. He always grumbles and

says there's no room but there's plenty if he stands up really straight. (A1 9)

® One day when | was four TV died and | cried. (M1 12)
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® | find Dora the Explorer, yippee. (i 12)

® Alice in Wonderland. For crying out loud," says the man police. (W741 189)
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® | move my chair to Sink to wash up, with bowls | have to do gently but spoons | can
cling clang clong. (%1 8)

® There was a thing in the night nnnnng nnnnng nnnnng biting me. (i1 10)
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| move my chair to Sink to wash up, with bowls | have to do gently but spoons | can

cling clang clong.
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H1R111: She makes a face. "Then I'd be hooked."
"What's--?"

"Like stuck on a hook, because I'd need them all the time. Actually | might need

more and more."
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Fiuaiiy: Dora says bits that aren't in real language, they're Spanish, like lo hicimos.
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F1e1li: "It's—" Ma chews her mouth. "It means it's OK. No hay problema."
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ARADWANNUNN 1 Presents Wi 7-17
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| count one hundred cereal and waterfall

the milk that's nearly the same white as the

bowls, no splashing, we thank Baby Jesus.

| choose Meltedy Spoon with the white all
blobby on his handle when he leaned on

the pan of boiling pasta by accident. Ma

doesn't like Meltedy Spoon but he's my

favorite because he's not the same.
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- Merriam-Webster Online: Dictionary and
Thesaurus lfiAauuungaas waterfall 1591
wa-ter-fall noun

1. a: a perpendicular or very steep descent of the
water of a stream
b : an artificial waterfall (as in a hotel lobby or a
nightclub)
2. something resembling a waterfall
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- Oxford Dictionaries Online MiAauuug blobby
1591514 adjective 194 blob (n.) Fautladn a drop of
a thick liquid or viscous substance usluALmalad
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| stroke Table's scratches to make them
better, she's a circle all white except gray
in the scratches from chopping foods.
While we're eating we play Hum because
that doesn't need mouths. | guess
"Macarena" and "She'll Be Coming 'Round
the Mountain" and "Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot" but that's actually "Stormy
Weather." So my score is two, | get two
kisses. | hum "Row, Row, Row Your Boat,"
Ma guesses that right away. Then | do
"Tubthumping," she makes a face and
says, "Argh, | know it, it's the one about
getting knocked down and getting up
again, what's it called?" In the very end she
remembers right. For my third turn | do
"Can't Get You out of My Head," Ma has no

idea. "You've chosen such a tricky one. . . .
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Did you hear it on TV?" "No, on you." | burst
out singing the chorus, Ma says she's a

dumbeo.

"Numbskull." | give her her two kisses.

| move my chair to Sink to wash up, with
bowls | have to do gently but spoons | can
cling clang clong. | stick out my tongue in
Mirror. Ma's behind me, | can see my face
stuck over hers like a mask we made when
Halloween happened.

"l wish the drawing was better," she says,
"but at least it shows what you're like."
"What am | like?" She taps Mirror where's
my forehead, her finger leaves a circle.
"The dead spit of me."

"Why I'm your dead spit?" The circle's
disappearing. "It just means you look like
me. | guess because you're made of me,
like my spit is. Same brown eyes, same big

mouth, same pointy chin .. ."
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- Oxford Dictionaries Online 1¥A185U18 numbskull
(n.) (informal) 1891 a stupid or foolish person Adtiis
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- Bulsl thefreedictionary.com TR
be the dead spit of somebody (idiom) 1591 to look
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"Argh." Ma covers her eyes. "Your teeth are
so clean, they're dazzling me."

Her ones are pretty rotted because she
forgetted_to brush them, she's sorry and
she doesn't forget anymore but they're still
rotted. | flat the chairs and put them beside
Door against Clothes Horse. He always

grumbles and says there's no room but

there's plenty if he stands up really straight.
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| can fold up flat too but not quite as flat
because of my muscles, from being alive.
Door's made of shiny magic metal, he goes
beep beep after nine when I'm meant to be

switched off in Wardrobe.
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God's yellow face isn't coming in today, Ma
says he's having trouble squeezing through

the snow.
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"What snow?"

"See," she says, pointing up. There's a little
bit of light at Skylight's top, the rest of her is
all dark. TV snow's white but the real isn't,
that's weird. "Why it doesn't fall on us?"
"Because it's on the outside."

"In Outer Space? | wish it was inside so |
can play with it."

"Ah, but then it would melt, because it's
nice and warm in here." She starts
humming, | guess right away it's "Let It
Snow." | sing the second verse. Then | do
"Winter Wonderland" and Ma joins in

higher.
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We have thousands of things to do every
morning, like give Plant a cup of water in
Sink for no spilling, then put her back on
her saucer on Dresser. Plant used to live on
Table but God's face burned a leaf of her

off. She has nine left, they're the wide of my
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hand with furriness all over, like Ma says
dogs are. But dogs are only TV. | don't like
nine. | find a tiny leaf coming, that counts

as ten.
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Spider's real. I've seen her two times. | look
for her now but there's only a web between
Table's leg and her flat. Table balances
good, that's pretty tricky, when | go on one
leg | can do it for ages but then | always fall
over. | don't tell Ma about Spider. She
brushes webs away, she says they're dirty
but they look like extra-thin silver to me. Ma
likes the animals that run around eating
each other on the wildlife planet, but not
real ones. When | was four | was watching
ants walking up Stove and she ran and
splatted them all so they wouldn't eat our
food. One minute they were alive and the
next minute they were dirt. | cried so my

eyes nearly melted off.
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Also another time there was a thing in the
night nnnnng nnnnng nnnnng biting me
and Ma banged him against Door Wall
below Shelf, he was a mosquito. The mark
is still there on the cork even though she
scrubbed, it was my blood the mosquito
was stealing, like a teeny vampire. That's
the only time my blood ever came out of
me. Ma takes her pill from the silver pack
that has twenty-eight little spaceships and |
take a vitamin from the bottle with the boy
doing a handstand and she takes one from
the big bottle with a picture of a woman
doing Tennis. Vitamins are medicine for not
getting sick and going back to Heaven yet.
| never want to go, | don't like dying but Ma
says it might be OK when we're a hundred
and tired of playing. Also she takes a killer.
Sometimes she takes two, never more than

two, because some things are good for us
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but too much is suddenly bad.

"Is it Bad Tooth?" | ask. He's on the top near
the back of her mouth, he's the worst.

Ma nods.

"Why you don't take two Killers all the bits of
every day?"

She makes a face. "Then I'd be hooked."
"What's—?"

"Like stuck on a hook, because I'd need
them all the time. Actually | might need
more and more."

"What's wrong with needing?"

"It's hard to explain."

Ma knows everything except the things she
doesn't remember right, or sometimes she
says I'm too young for her to explain a
thing.

"My teeth feel a bit better if | stop thinking
about them," she tells me.

"How come?"
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"It's called mind over matter. If we don't

mind, it doesn't matter."

aulasiu duinneslalyls”

At 08:30 | press the button on TV and try
between the three. | find Dora the Explorer,

yippee. Ma moves Bunny around real slow

to better the picture with his ears and head.

One day when | was four TV died and |
cried, but in the night Old Nick brung a
magic converter box to make TV back to
life. The other channels after the three are
totally fuzzy so we don't watch them
because of hurting our eyes, only if there's
music we put Blanket over and just listen
through the gray of her and shake our
booties. Today | put my fingers on Dora's
head for a hug and tell her about my
superpowers now I'm five, she smiles. She
has the most huge hair that's like a really
brown helmet with pointy bits cutted out,

it's as big as the rest of her. | sit back on
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Bed in Ma's lap to watch, | wriggle till I'm
not on her pointy bones. She doesn't have

many soft bits but they're super soft.

Dora says bits that aren't in real language,
they're Spanish, like lo hicimos. She always
wears Backpack who's more inside than
out, with everything Dora needs like
ladders and space suits, for her dancing
and playing soccer and flute and having
adventures with Boots her best friend
monkey. Dora always says she's going to
need my help, like can | find a magic thing,
she waits for me to say, "Yeah." | shout out,
"Behind the palm tree," and the blue arrow
clicks right behind the palm tree, she says,
"Thank you." Every TV person else doesn't

listen.
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second to get to the third. | walk with Dora
and Boots, holding their hands, | join in all
the songs especially with somersaults or
high-fives or the Silly Chicken Dance. We
have to watch out for that sneaky Swiper,
we shout, "Swiper, no swiping," three times
so he gets all mad and says, "Oh man!"
and runs away. One time Swiper made a
remote-controlled robot butterfly, but it
went wrong, it swiped his mask and gloves
instead, that was hilarious. Sometimes we
catch the stars and put them in Backpack's
pocket, I'd choose the Noisy Star that
wakes up anything and the Switchy Star

that can transform to all shapes.
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On the other planets it's mostly persons
that hundreds can fit into the screen,
except often one gets all big and near.
They have clothes instead of skin, their

faces are pink or yellow or brown or patchy
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or hairy, with very red mouths and big eyes
with black edges. They laugh and shout a
lot. I'd love to watch TV all the time, but it
rots our brains. Before | came down from
Heaven Ma left it on all day long and got
turned into a zombie that's like a ghost but
walks thump thump. So now she always
switches off after one show, then the cells
multiply again in the day and we can watch
another show after dinner and grow more

brains in our sleep.
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"Just one more, because it's my birthday?
Please?"

Ma opens her mouth, then shuts it. Then
she says, "Why not?" She mutes the
commercials because they mush our
brains even faster so they'd drip out our
ears.

| watch the toys, there's an excellent truck

and a trampoline and Bionicles. Two boys
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are fighting with Transformers in their
hands but they're friendly not like bad
guys. Then the show comes, it's Sponge
Bob Square Pants. | run over to touch him
and Patrick the starfish, but not Squidward,
he's creepy. It's a spooky story about a
giant pencil, | watch through Ma's fingers

that are all twice longer than mine.
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Nothing makes Ma scared. Except Old
Nick maybe. Mostly she calls him just him, |
didn't even know the name for him till | saw
a cartoon about a guy that comes in the
night called Old Nick. | call the real one
that because he comes in the night, but he
doesn't ook like the TV guy with a beard
and horns and stuff. | asked Ma once is he
old, and she said he's nearly double her
which is pretty old. She gets up to switch
TV off as soon as it's the credits. My pee's

yellow from the vitamins. | sit to poo, | tell it,
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"Bye-bye, off to the sea." After | flush |
watch the tank filling up going bubble
gurgle wurble. Then | scrub my hands till it
feels like my skin's going to come off, that's

how to know I've washed enough.
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"There's a web under Table," | say, | didn't
know | was going to. "It's of Spider, she's
real. I've seen her two times." Ma smiles but
not really. "Will you not brush it away,
please? Because she isn't even there even,
but she might come back."

Ma's down on her knees looking under
Table. | can't see her face till she pushes
her hair behind her ear. "Tell you what, I'll
leave it till we clean, OK?" That's Tuesday,
that's three days. "OK."

"You know what?" She stands up. "We've
got to mark how tall you are, now you're
five."

| jump way in the air. Usually I'm not
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allowed draw on any bits of Room or
furnitures. When | was two | scribbled on
the leg of Bed, her one near Wardrobe, so
whenever we're cleaning Ma taps the
scribble and says, "Look, we have to live

with that forever."
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But my birthday tall is different, it's tiny
numbers beside Door, a black 4, and a
black 3 underneath, and a red 2 that was
the color our old Pen was till he ran out,
and at the bottom a red 1. "Stand up
straight," says Ma. Pen tickles the top of my
head. When | step away there's a black 5 a
little bit over the 4. | love five the best of
every number, | have five fingers each
hand and the same of toes and so does
Ma, we're our dead spits. Nine is my worst
favorite number. "What's my tall?"

"Your height. Well, | don't know exactly,"

she says. "Maybe we could ask for a
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measuring tape sometime, for Sunday
treat."

| thought measuring tapes were just TV.
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"Nah, let's ask for chocolates." | put my
finger on the 4 and stand with my face
against it, my finger's on my hair. "l didn't
get taller much this time."

"That's normal."

"What's normal?"

"It's—" Ma chews her mouth. "It means it's
OK. No hay problema."

"Look how big my muscles, though." |
bounce on Bed, I'm Jack the Giant Killer in
his seven-league boots.

"Vast," says Ma.

"Gigantic."

"Massive."

"Huge."

"Enormous," says Ma.

"Hugeormous." That's word sandwich when
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we squish two together.

"Good one."

"You know what?" | tell her. "When I'm ten I'll
be growed up."

"Oh yeah?"

"'l get bigger and bigger and bigger till |
turn into a human."

"Actually, you're human already," says Ma.

"Human's what we both are."
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| thought the word for us was real. The
persons in TV are made just of colors.
"Did you mean a woman, with a w?"
"Yeah," | say, "a woman with a boy in an
egg in my tummy and he'll be a real one
too. Or I'm going to grow to a giant, but a
nice one, up to here." | jump to touch Bed
Wall way high, nearly where Roof starts
slanting up. "Sounds great," says Ma.

Her face is gone flat, that means | said a

wrong thing but | don't know which.
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"I'll burst through Skylight into Outer Space
and go boing boing between each the
planets," | tell her. "I'll visit Dora and
SpongeBob and all my friends, I'll have a
dog called Lucky."

Ma's put a smile on. She's tidying Pen back
on Shelf. | ask her, "How old are you going
to be on your birthday?"

"Twenty-seven."

"Wow."

| don't think that cheered her up.
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A car stops, | know what kind it is, it's a
cop car from TV. Persons get out, two
of them, short hair, one black hair one
yellowy hair, and all moving quick.
Ajeet talks to them. The baby Naisha is
trying to get away but he keeps her in
his arms, not hurting | don't think. Raja
is lying down on some brownish stuff,
it's grass, | thought it would be green,
there's some squares of it all along the
sidewalk. | wish | had the note still but
OIld Nick disappeared it. | don't know

the words, they got bumped out of my
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head.
Ma's in Room still, | want her here so

much much much.

Old Nick ran off driving fast in his truck
but where's he going, not the lake or
the trees anymore because he saw me
not be dead, | was allowed kill him but
| didn't manage it. | have a suddenly
terrible idea. Maybe he went back to
Room, maybe he's

there right now making Door beep
beep open and he's mad, it's my fault

for not being dead—
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"Jack?"

| look for the mouth moving. It's the
police, the one that's a she | think but
it's hard to tell, the black hair not the

yellow. She says, "Jack," again.
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How does she know? "I'm Officer Oh.
Can you tell me how old you are?"

| have to Save Ma, | have to talk to the
police to get the Blowtorch, but my
mouth isn't working. She's got a thing
on her belt, it's a gun, just like a police
on TV. What if they're bad police like
locked up Saint Peter, | never thought
of that.

| look at the belt not the face, it's a cool

belt with a buckle.

1 b4 ' ! » 2 1 1+
wias i luduyangwinle” nyfestaawsian
Lile wyfespaiusisaive inaniaeiian

wsaanulun whinuyladineu wedaslsdn

o

1 [~1 o o A A A o v
aguudadn Gupaty wdauiumfalul&n

' 1%

1 dawanmnilusnmalidandemusilinasly

ar wyllirgAnuuLtiuNnnauas uyNeliln

o o Y

dndnldlanuii iWudadnwe nldadadnsos

"Do you know your age?" Easy-peasy. |
hold up five fingers.

"Five years old, great." Officer Oh says
something | don't hear. Then about a
dress. She says it twice.

| talk as loud as | can but not looking. "I
don't have a dress."

"No? Where do you sleep at night?"

"In Wardrobe."
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"In a wardrobe?"
Try, Ma's saying in my head, but Old
Nick's beside her, he's the maddest

ever and—
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"Did you say, in a wardrobe?"

"You've got three dresses," | say. "l
mean Ma. One is pink and one is
green with stripes and one is brown
but you—she prefers jeans."

"Your ma, is that what you said?" asks

Officer Oh. "Is that who's got the
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dresses?"

Nodding's easier.

"Where's your ma tonight?"

"In Room."

"In a room, OK," she says. "Which
room?"

"Room."

"Can you tell us where it is?"

| remember something. "Not on any
map."

She does a breath out, | don't think my

answers are any good.
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The other police is a he maybe, | never
saw hair like that for real, it's nearly
see-through. He says, "We're at
Navaho and Alcott, got a disturbed
juvenile, possible domestic." | think
he's talking to his phone. It's like
playing Parrot, | know the words but |

don't know what they mean. He comes
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closer to Officer Oh.

"Any joy?"

"Slow going."

"Same with the witness. Suspect's
white male, maybe five ten, forties,
fifties, fled the scene in a maroon or
dark brown pickup, possibly an F one-
fifty or a Ram, starts K nine three,
could be a Bora P, no state . . ."

"The man you were with, was that your

dad?" Officer Oh is talking to me again.

"I don't have one."
"Your Mom's boyfriend?"
"I don't have one." | said that before,

am | allowed say twice?
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1. a : the emotion evoked by well-being,
success, or good fortune or by the prospect
of possessing what one desires

b : the expression or exhibition of such
emotion

2. a state of happiness or felicity

3. a source or cause of delight
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"Do you know his name?"

I make me remember. "Ajeet."

"No, the other guy, the one who went
off in the truck."

"Old Nick." | whisper it because he
wouldn't like me saying.

"What's that?"

"Old Nick."
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"That's negative," the man police says
at his phone. "Suspect GOA, first name
Nick, Nicholas, no second name."
"And what's your ma called?" asks
Officer Oh.

"Ma."

"Has she got another name?"

| hold up two fingers.
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"Beg your pardon?” “aelsuray” _ Child Protection Mutuninlundmiianis

"The street, it hit me."

"Go ahead." The man police says that,
he's talking at his phone again. Then
he looks at Officer Oh and says,
"Should I get on to Child Protection?"

"Give me another couple minutes," she
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says. "Jack, | bet you're good at
telling stories."

How does she know? The man police
looks at his watch that he's got stuck
on his wrist. | remember Ma's wrist that
doesn't work right. Is Old Nick there
now, is he twisting her wrist or her
neck, is he ripping her in pieces?

"Do you think you could tell me what
happened tonight?" Officer Oh grins at
me. "And maybe you could talk real
slow and clear, because my ears don't
work too well." Maybe she's deaf, but
she doesn't talk with her fingers like

deafson TV.
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"Copy," says the man police.

"You ready?" says Officer Oh.

It's me her eyes are on. | shut mine
and pretend it's Ma I'm talking to, that

makes me brave. "We did a trick," | say

“FUNTIY” FN9IRETIENA

v (2
“Wran iy’

ANEADENIL

u u u

v v dl
Wiutnlanm
Tanudaunddniluusidany
% [ o ¥ % o
wyAefiveag Sunn lANYNAN “Le199uEuiYY

wgnadn) “vyiuuian unasinudmyilas

- %Hmmﬁuhﬁ https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Voice_procedure gaflwiulafninng

o o o‘d‘ U dl a
sausaNA AN T lunnsdeanmneang Tnely
AulofeadunganuunigreaCopy 189 |

heard what you just said 138 ok vi7e all right




85

very slow, "me and Ma, we were
pretending | was sick and then | was
dead but really I'll unwrap myself and
jump out of the truck, only | was meant
to jump at the first slowing down but |

didn't manage."
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"Jack," she says, "you told me you
were supposed to jump out of the truck
the first time it slowed down?"

"Yeah but | was still in Rug, then |
unpeeled the banana but | wasn't
scave enough." I'm looking at Officer
Oh and I'm talking at the same time.
"But after the third time stopping, the
truck went wooooo—"

"It went what?"

"Like—" | show her. "All a different
way."
"It turned."

"Yeah, and | got banged and he, Old
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Nick, he climbed out all mad and that's
when | jumped.”

"Bingo." Officer Oh claps her hands.
"Huh?" says the man police.

"Three stop signs and a turn. Left or
right?" She waits. "Never mind, great
job, Jack." She's staring down the
street and then she's got a thing in her
hand like a phone, where did that
come from? She's watching the little
screen, she says, "Get them to cross-
ref the partial plates with . . . try
Carlingford Avenue, maybe

Washington Drive . . ."

cimd o ! <, 1% dl
70 "INHUDAS LNNNINLAA Lﬁ‘ﬂ@‘ﬂ\‘iiﬂﬂﬂuu
% 1 @ 1 I A A A o
LRIDE Lﬁ@ﬂu@ﬂ@@gﬁlummmumm HUHNN
% < 1% 1 " v
mniuuut LIRABNABLANT] LAIWAIN Tiwanian
Z\]’ﬂ\?L’ﬂqL@‘Il‘l/l%l,ﬁﬂu‘a‘ﬂ‘i_l']ﬂﬁl')ullﬂﬁ]ﬁ")ﬂﬂ’ﬂ‘l.lﬁl‘l.l

sounaAniasnain awtia Tifivedasiu lasv..”

- 1567 Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary
WAaumuuigaag bingo 1841

1. used to announce an unexpected event or
instantaneous result

2. used to announce a winning position in
bingo

3. used to express endorsement of a correct
assertion
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| don't see Raja and Ajeet and Naisha
anymore at all. "Did the dog go to jail?"
"No, no," says Officer Oh, "it was an
honest mistake."

"Go ahead," the man police tells his
phone. He shakes his head at Officer
Oh. She stands up. "Hey, maybe Jack
can find the house for us. Would you
like a ride in a patrol car?"

| can't get up, she puts out her hand
but | pretend | don't see. | put one foot
under then another and I'm up a bit
dizzy. At the car | climb in where the

door's open. Officer Oh sits in the back
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too and clicks the seat belt on me, | go
small so her hand doesn't touch
except the blue blanket.

The car's moving now, not so rattly like
the truck, it's soft and humming. A bit
like that couch in the TV planet with the
puffy-hair lady asking questions, only
it's Officer Oh. "This room," she says,

"is it in a bungalow, or are there stairs?"
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"It's not a house." I'm watching the
shiny bit in the middle, it's like Mirror
but tiny. | see the man police's face in
it, he's the driver. His eyes are looking
at me backwards in the little mirror so |
look out the window instead.
Everything's slipping past making me
giddy. There's all light that comes out
of the car onto the road, it paints over
everything. Here comes another car, a

white one super fast, it's going to crash

“gulalatiu viyneslnsagauadne Negmnes
o o v ] I < v

NANY TUUNBUAINTZANUAANNE MU

o A 09/’ ¥ | o

weaR3aE e luduaas wiluaudus

FINTBILINNAINNNNYANUNAIAINNTZANAR1Y

waenasluanuiiisieuni ynatinskituyghl

@ o ¥ a o

3aaunn linyiae i

= < = a

Hugansnana iluuouusinliiue Jsaunan

AULED T0AT1INNHIAANITY HUAAIATTY

...

“Liflulsug Bmdihnlans

A v a v & %
WAURRTNBDRDNATNULN ﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂuﬂﬂqﬁliﬂu@']

- ELw;iwﬁqffﬁﬂ@zﬁuﬂ%mmuﬁﬂdﬁ “bell” u
sulfnuauuazAnAnii
® Ring a bell fludnnauiiFelas
thesaurus.com Himanuuune 1441 recall,
remember, keep in mind, summon into
mind Genna i a7l Anl%
o Bell fluAnudwmunafenseis
lurund Guadenuualnefildeduand
Fanndndndwiiagn e lfumaununseiieg

= o K Yo
wazdAnNaNmsaNNani Aaulalsidn




89

into—

"It's OK," says Officer Oh.

When | take my hands off my face the
other car's gone, did this one
disappear it?

"Anything ringing a bell?"

| don't hear any bells. It's all trees and
houses and cars dark. Ma, Ma, Ma. |
don't hear her in my head, she's not
talking. His hands are so tight around
her, tighter tighter tighter, she can't
talk, she can't breathe, she can't
anything. Alive things bend but she's

bent and bent and—
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"Does this look like it might be your
street?" asks Officer Oh.

| haven't got a street."

"I mean the street this Nick guy took
you from tonight."

"l never saw it."
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"What's that?"

I'm tired of saying.

Officer Oh clicks with her tongue.

"No sign of any pickups except that
black one back there," says the man
police.

"Might as well pull over."

The car stops, I'm sorry.

"You figure some kind of cult?" he says.
"The long hair, no surnames, the

state of that tooth . . ."
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Officer Oh twists her mouth. "Jack, is
there daylight in this room of yours?"
"It's night," | tell her, didn't she notice?
"I mean in the daytime. Where does the
light come in?"

"Skylight."

"There's a skylight, excellent."

"Go ahead," the man police says at his

phone.
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Officer Oh is looking at her shiny
screen again. "Sat's showing a couple
houses with attic skylights on
Carlingford . . ."

"Room's not in a house," | say again.
“I'm having trouble understanding,
Jack. What's it in, then?"

"Nothing. Room's inside."
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Ma's there and Old Nick too, he wants
somebody to be dead and it's not me.
"So what's outside it?"

"Outside."

"Tell me more about what's outside."
"Got to hand it to you," the man police
says, "you don't give up."

Am | the you?

"Go on, Jack," says Officer Oh, "tell me
about what's just outside this room."
"Outside," | shout. | have to explain fast

for Ma, wait Ma wait for me. "It's got

T T T
1 o 1 o

w1y il aaintiafeg by wifieenis
Tilasdnausnauaziiulaldny
b % [ U
“winerlsagdneuanay”
¥
“funanle’

o dl v Y ! d” 1 S
“UanduneaiufuuaniINNItuleadas”
“DUEANANUI LALERLAEUL” ANFIALTLNA
“ioe e anuiinaade
WYAD “159” L1130

¥ < L, ¥ k2 dl “ [ 1 1
“potaedzuan” Iimiinlane “vendumiendn
% =
fuuaniezls”

[~ 3% 2 = a dl 1
“ffruuanle” wypzlnu uyfedsuaiunaiau

41 uldnsanyneuuy “Tul1eaie) a8

- Bulasl thefreedictionary.com 88118l
AAMUUNNNELRY I/You have to hand it to
somebody 1541 Something that you say
which means that you admire someone's
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stuff for real like ice cream and trees
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and stores and airplanes and farms wazilanyau”
and the hammock."
Officer Oh is nodding. Bt landnuin - fuilasauilamaniisdae Alice in Wonderland

| have to try harder, | don't know what.
"But it's locked and we don't know the
code."

"You wanted to unlock the door and
get outside?"

"Like Alice."

"Is Alice another friend of yours?"

| nod. "She's in the book."

"Alice in Wonderland. For crying out
loud," says the man police.

| know that bit. But how did he read
our book, he wasn't ever in Room. |
say to him, "Do you know the bit where
her crying makes a pond?"

"What's that?" He looks at me

backwards in the little mirror.
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"Her crying makes a pond,
remember?"

"Your ma was crying?" asks Officer Oh.

Officer Oh's voice gets all excited.
"Three four nine Washington, shed in
the rear, lit skylight . . . Got to be."
"That's three four nine Washington," the
man police is saying at his phone.

"Go ahead." He looks back in the
mirror. "Owner's name doesn't match,
but Caucasian male, DOB twelve-ten-
sixty-one . . ."

"Vehicle?"

"Go ahead," he says again. He waits.
"Two thousand one Silverado, brown, K
nine three P seven four two."

"Bingo," says Officer Oh.

"We're en route," he's saying, "request

backup to three four nine Washington."
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The car's turning right around the other
way. Then we're moving faster, it swirls
me. We're stopped. Officer Oh's
looking out the window at a house. "No
lights on," she says.

"He's in Room," | say, "he's making her
be dead," but the crying is melting my
words so | can't hear them.

Behind us there's another car just like
this one. More police persons getting
out. "Sit tight, Jack." Officer Oh's
opening the door. "We're going to go
find your ma."

| jJump, but her hand is making me stay
in the car. "Me too," I'm trying to say
but all that comes out is tears.

She's got a big flashlight she switches

on.
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A face | never saw before pushes in.
"No!"

"Give him some space," Officer Oh tells
the new police.

"The blowtorch," | remember, but it's
too late, she's gone already.

There's a creak and the back of the
car pops up, the trunk, that's what it's
called. | put my hands over my head
so nothing can get in, not faces not
lights not noises not smells. Ma Ma
don't be dead don't be dead don't be
dead . ..

| count to one hundred like Officer Oh
said but I'm not any calmer. | do to five
hundred, the numbers aren't working.
My back is jumping and shaking, it
must be from being cold, where's the

blanket fallen?
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seat is blowing his nose. He does a
tiny smile and pokes the tissue in his
nose, | look away. | stare out the
window at the house with no lights. A
bit of it is open now that wasn't before |
don't think, the garage, a huge dark
square. I'm looking for hundreds of
hours, my eyes get prickly. Someone
comes out of the dark but it's another
police | never saw before. Then a
person that's Officer Oh and beside
her—I'm thumping banging on the car
door but | don't know how, | have to
smash the glass but | can't, Ma Ma Ma
Ma Ma Ma Ma Ma—

Ma makes the door be open and | fall
halfway out. She's got me, she's
scooped me all up. It's her for real,

she's one hundred percent alive.
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so sleepy | think my head's going to
fall off.

Ma's talking in my ear, she says we
need to go talk to some more police. |
snuggle against her, | say, "Want to go
to Bed."

"They'll find us somewhere to sleep in
a little while." "No. Bed."

"You mean in Room?" Ma's pulled
back, she's staring in my eyes.

"Yeah. I've seen the world and I'm tired
now."
"Oh, Jack," she says, "we're never
going back."

The car starts moving and I'm crying

so much | can't stop.'
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After my muffin | get my jacket and
hat and sunblock and cool shades
on. Noreen gives me a brown paper
bag in case | can't breathe. "Anyway,"
says Paul when we're going out the
revolving door, "it's probably best
your ma's not coming with us today,
because after that TV show last night,
everybody knows her face."
"Everyone in all the world?"

"Pretty much," says Paul.

In the parking he puts out his hand

beside him like I'm meant to hold it.
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Then he puts it down again.
Something falls on my face and |
shout.

"Just a speck of rain," says Paul.

| stare up at the sky, it's gray. "Is it
going to fall on us?"

"It's fine, Jack."

| want to be back in Room Number
Seven with Ma even if she's Gone.

"Here we are . . ."
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“Hlany..”

It's a green van, Deana's in the seat
with the steering wheel. She waves
her fingers at me through the window.
| see a smaller face in the middle. The
van doesn't open out, it slides a piece
of it and | climb in.

"At last," says Deana. "Bronwyn, hon,
can you say hi to your cousin, Jack?"
It's a girl nearly the same big as me,

she's got all braids like Deana but
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sparkly beads on the ends and an
elephant that's furry and cereals in a
tub with a lid that's shape of a frog.

"Hi Jack," she says very squeaky.
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There's a booster for me beside
Bronwyn. Paul shows me to click the
buckle. The third time | do it all
myself, Deana claps and Bronwyn
too. Then Paul slides the van shut with
a loud clunk. | jump, | want Ma, | think
| might be going to cry, but | don't.
Bronwyn keeps going "Hi Jack, Hi
Jack." She doesn't talk right yet, she
says "Dada sing," and "Pretty doggy,"
and "Momma more pretzl pees," pees

is what she says for please. Dada
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means Paul and Momma means
Deana but they're the names only
Bronwyn gets to say, like nobody

calls Ma Ma but me.

Momma N1a1nAN91 mother, doggy N1ANAN
91 dog, Pretzl 11a1NA191 pretzel LAy Pees
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I'm being scave but a bit more brave
than scared because this isn't as bad

as pretending I'm dead in Rug.
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Anytime a car comes at us | say in my
head that it has to stay on its own side
or Officer Oh will put it in jail with the
brown truck.

Pictures in the window are like in TV
but blurrier, | see cars that are
parked, a cement mixer, a motorbike
and a car trailer with one two three
four five cars on it, that's my best
number. In a front yard a kid pushing
a wheelbarrow with a littler kid in it,
that's funny. There's a dog crossing a
road with a human on a rope, | think
it's actually tied, not like the daycare

that were just holding on.
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Traffic lights changing to green and a
woman with crutches hopping and a
huge bird on a trash, Deana says
that's just a gull, they eat anything

and everything.

T
a ddlfLif&/ <3

asnanaeuiludiGuouasduganndidinfiaes
wunazunsaluguuieasicg Aanuiuendndis
Huununsusa wansiuaulivue Aunnating
“wanduludninunauazdnd vyuanise

“In $andnyianne) azhng”

- BulsT Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary
Wimanumang pit stop 1490

(1) : a stop (as during a trip) for fuel, food, or
rest or for use of a restroom

(2) : a temporary deviation from a direct or




103

"They're omnivores," | tell her.

"My, you know some big words."

We turn where there's trees. | say, "Is
this the Clinic again?"

"No, no, we just have to make a pit
stop at the mall to pick up a present
for a birthday party Bronwyn's going
to this afternoon."

The mall means stores like Old Nick
buys our groceries, but not anymore.
It's just Paul going in the mall, but he
says he doesn't know what to choose,
so Deana's going in instead, but then
Bronwyn starts chanting, "Me with

Momma, me with Momma."
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So it's going to be Deana pulling
Bronwyn in the red wagon and Paul
and me will wait in the van. I'm staring
at the red wagon. "Can | try?"

"Later, at the museum," Deana tells
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me.

"Listen, I'm desperate for the
bathroom anyway," says Paul, "it
might be faster if we all run in."

"l don't know . . ."

"It shouldn't be too hectic on a
weekday."

Deana looks at me, not smiling. "Jack,
would you like to come in the mall in
the wagon, just for a couple of
minutes?"

"Oh yeah."

| ride at the back making sure
Bronwyn doesn't fall out because I'm
the big cousin, "like John the Baptist,"

| tell Bronwyn but she's not listening.
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When we get up to the doors they
make a pop sound and crack open
by their own, | nearly fall out of the

wagon but Paul says it's all just tiny
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computers sending each other
messages, don't worry about it.

It's all extra bright and ginormous, |
didn't know inside could be as big as
Outside, there's trees even. | hear
music but | can't see the players with
the instruments. The most amazing
thing, a bag of Dora, | get down to
touch her face, she's smiling and
dancing at me. "Dora," | whisper to
her.

"Oh, yeah," says Paul, "Bronwyn used
to be all about her too but now it's
Hannah Montana."

"Hannah Montana," Bronwyn sings,
"Hannah Montana."

The Dora bag has straps, it's like
Backpack but with Dora on it instead
of Backpack's face. It has a handle
too, when | try it pulls up, | think |

broke it, but then it rolls, it's a wheelie
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bag and a backpack at the same

time, that's magic.

"You like it?" It's Deana talking to me.
"Would you like to keep your things in
it?"

"Maybe one that's not pink," says Paul
to her. "What about this one, Jack,
pretty cool or what?" He's holding up
a bag of Spider-Man. | give Dora a
big hug. I think she whispers, Hola,
Jack. Deana tries to take the Dora
bag but | won't let her. "It's OK, | just
have to pay the lady, you'll get it back
in two seconds . . ."

It's not two seconds, it's thirty-seven.
"There's the bathroom," says Paul and
he runs off.

The lady's wrapping the bag in paper
so | can't see Dora anymore, she puts

it into a big cardboard, then Deana
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gives it to me, swinging it on its
strings. | take Dora out and put my
arms in her straps and I'm wearing it,
I'm actually wearing Dora.

"What do you say?" asks Deana.

| don't know what | say.

"Bronwyn pretty bag," says Bronwyn,
she's waving a spangled one with
hearts hanging on strings.

"Yes, hon, but you've got lots of pretty
bags at home." She takes the shiny
bag, Bronwyn screams and one of the
hearts falls on the ground.
"Sometime, could we get more than
twenty feet in before the first
meltdown?" asks Paul, he's back
again.

"If you were here you could have
distracted her," Deana tells him.

"Bronwyn pretty baaaaaaagggggg!"
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Deana lifts her back into the wagon.
"Let's go."

| pick up the heart and put it in my
pocket with the other treasures, | walk
along beside the wagon. Then |
change my mind, | put all my
treasures in my Dora bag in the front
Zip bit instead. My shoes are sore so |

take them off.
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| wheel my bag all the time, my shoes
are Velcroed too tight. Bronwyn's
hungry so we have popcorn that's the
crunchiest thing | ever ate, it sticks in
my throat and makes me cough. Paul
gets him and Deana lattes from the
coffee shop. When bits of popcorn fall
down from my bag Deana says to
leave them there because we've got

plenty and we don't know what's been

wdunszdmaeniaan seadfinydaanausiunuly
a A a 4 ul/ dl & dl
vseuAuiauasfiuinanefsaiuensinsey
nll all a v a o 2 d”
NaavyAsiun SuAnreuuazin Wiuyle wead
39 = | y = o
aF kaTAefIanTunIud neutidnalna
=3 ! + a 1 DQQI o v
WAn< wauannszillny AenuenWinaiulinee
o aa [ 1 d” e
ngaidneezuazi lidnerlseguuiunnting
o L+ Y A 1 Y Y
wnaesunalae wianfedlngawl el
Weanugwen Wit ldwiian nyenduldnszilee
' dgj 1 a a 1 1% o
31 TutadnaiulduazuyAndneamiaud vy

dmyaratludiasuaiidaninndd

- Oxford Online Dictionary A NMuIe83
Velcro 1891 (v.) fasten, join, or fix with Velcro
Tl luwdvnswendanseadibn

fuilaauiladn aana




109

on that floor. | made a mess, Ma will
be mad. Deana gives me a wet wipe
to unsticky my fingers, | put it in my
Dora bag. It's too bright here and |
think we're lost, | wish | was in Room

Number Seven.

| need to pee, Paul brings me in a
bathroom that has funny floppy sinks
on the wall. He waves at them. "Go
ahead."

"Where's the toilet?"

"These are special ones just for us
guys."

| shake my head and go out again.
Deana says | can come with her and
Bronwyn, she lets me choose the
cubicle. "Great job, Jack, no
splashing at all."

Why would | splashing?

When she takes Bronwyn's underwear
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down it's not like Penis, or Ma's
vagina, it's a fat little piece of body

folded in the middle with no fur. | put

my finger on it and press, it's squishy.

Deana bangs my hand away.
| can't stop screaming.
"Calm down, Jack. Did |—is your

hand hurt?"
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There's all blood coming out of my
wrist.

"I'm sorry," says Deana, "I'm so sorry,
it must have been my ring." She
stares at her ring with the gold bits.
"But listen, we don't touch each
other's private parts, that is not OK.
OK?"

| don't know private parts.

"All done, Bronwyn? Let Momma
wipe."

She's rubbing the same bit of
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Bronwyn | did but she doesn't hit
herself after.

When | wash my hands it hurts the
blood more. Deana keeps digging in
her bag for a Band-Aid. She folds up
some brown paper towel and tells me

to press in on the cut.

"Okelydokely?" asks Paul outside.
"Don't ask," says Deana. "Can we get
out of here?"

"What about the present for Shirelle?"
"We can wrap up something of
Bronwyn's that looks new."

"Not something mine," Bronwyn
shouts.

They're arguing. | want to be in bed
with Ma in the dark and her all soft
and no invisible music and red-faced
wide persons going by and girls

laughing with their arms knotted
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a word that Ned Flanders, rom the poplular
tevevision show The Simpsons, uses often. It
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together and bits of them showing
through their clothes. | press the cut
to stop my blood falling out, | close
my eyes walking along, | bang into a
plant pot, actually it's not really a
plant like Plant was till she died, it's

plastic of one.

Then | see anybody smiling at me
that's Dylan! | run and give him a
huge hug.

"A book," says Deana, "perfect, give
me two seconds."

"It's Dylan the Digger, he's my friend
from Room," | tell Paul. "
'Heeeeeeeeere's Dylan, the sturdy
digger! The loads he shovels get
bigger and bigger. Watch his long
arm delve into the earth - "

"That's great, buddy. Now can you

find where it goes back?"
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I'm stroking Dylan's front, it's gone all
smooth and shiny, how did he get
here to the mall?

"Careful you don't get blood on it."
Paul's putting a tissue on my hand,
my brown paper must have dropped
off. "Why don't you choose a different

book that you've never read before?"
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