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# # 6080145122 : MAJOR PHILOSOPHY

KEYWORD: Understanding, Hermeneutics, Dialogue, Gadamer, Subject matter
Piriya Yaemnin : DIALOGUE AS HERMENEUTICAL FORM OF UNDERSTANDING
IN GADAMER. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. KASEM PHENPINANT

In Truth and Method, Han-Georg Gadamer proposed that the main points
of philosophical hermeneutics are first, the problem reaching Truth which is the basic
problem of philosophical thinking rather than an outcome of method, and the aim
of philosophical hermeneutics is to reach objective truth. Second, to emphasize the
relation between Truth and knowledge from method in order to define the
difference between Human Science and Natural Science. Third, Understanding and
Interpretation are intertwining. Interpretation is not just a method for understanding.
These main points led to the inquiry that aims at the truth and the objectivity of
understanding. For these reasons, Gadamer argued that a dialogue is the process of
understanding that allows the Text to break open itself and lets the Subject matter
of the Text appeared through an ongoing dialogic of questioning and answering. The
purpose of this thesis is to emphasize the status and important of a dialogue, which
for Gadamer is the way to reach the Truth of Subject matter by an understanding

and an interpretation.
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“Possibly the growing rationalization of society
and the scientific techniques of administering it
are more characteristic of our age than the vast
progress of modern science.” (Gadamer, 2013,

YT XxVi)

3 = a v ] 3 = 44' N A | o v
MEANIN1SAANUBIUTYYIAIRINAEANSNSAAINAUMT BN UINBE LS ? viludas
[ ¢ a a o 3 1 a o ol s | A
urmanimsfianaudeuSogn? nanwesnausiiunsesugisnnieesiyweeans lugid
1950-1960 Fsdnszuadninvanudusdnsvosyverans NUfgrudeuiazngfnssy
A1ANSAE97 4309 UAENITITeUYwIAIART T UIANTBIINITEIEMIAIINS WA Tadl
sn1slauigniuingimans na13fe NuLEA1AATA0INITAINT T HAIUNITHY

(objectivity) ARANUEYRIAINITUULENVIARINGLS

luriruzveaninuesidnidedunain uuwermanivamislunisivgidmunglunis
WIANA39 (Hinman, 1980, i 514) naweskdifiuiieiuanvazn1sidevewuysemans
Mtumanuiidanddeuil Jdanduimumuaniugveswyvemansidelvid loaisuain
nsnaulunAnIuNugIwd “Anutilafneesls” IeAINUAINYT19T0INTLTUIUNITNIAIY
a A vy v oa A Yo 1 wa 3 I3 = 3 ]
934 Nuyudldinnuiuadu § lnenmawesldiseulseiimansvesmansnisiausiaus
gAlshaufn aufsgaadeli Tallanufedn15aEINTINGIUVRYYEAENT LAgannzwiIAn
vaslalgau false (Wilheim Dilthey) wagWinsas wlatoounsimes (Friedrich Schleiermacher)

TINGIBINILINIINGIUVOITNTVOIUY BEMIERSLa wagainenNdinlizednigaymves

INUFEIANS T DULAY

“The methodical spirit of science permeates everywhere. Therefore | did not
remotely intend to deny the necessity of methodical work within the human science

(Geisteswissenschaften)” (Gadamer, 2013, 11 xxvi)
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> “We are not saying, then, that history of effect must be developed as a new independent

discipline ancillary to the human sciences, but that we should learn to understand ourselves better
and recognize that in all understanding, whether we are expressly aware of it or not, the efficacy

of history is at work.” (Gadamer, 2013, N 312)
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¢« _he was able to harmonize them only by neglecting the essential historicity of the human

sciences” (Gadamer, 2013, i1 242)
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history is intelligible...) (Gadamer, 2013, %1 243)
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21y The Blackwell Companion to Hermeneutics 8@#21u W, 1ees (Istvan M. Feher) 85un831
ANBAUEYDINTEUILNTMIUSs eI siesni T unssA ISt Tundissenasiimnaldinawes
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' “Reason exists for us only in concrete, historical term - i.e., it is not its own master but remain
constantly dependent on the given circumstance in which it operates” (Gadamer, 2013, i1 288)
12 “If we want to do justice man’s finite, historical mode of being, it is necessary to fundamentally
rehabilitate the concept of prejudice and acknowledge the fact that there are legitimate

prejudices.” (Gadamer, 2013, N 289)
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ANu3 Iagduilisendt “INdseiimansveanisanseey” (historical mode of being)

(Gadamer, 2013, %11 289)
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WANANININTBINITAREaNANANE AT BT e Eevidn Anflidertuagiefianadde
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“The overcoming of all prejudices, this global demand of the Enlishtenment,
will itself prove to be a prejudice and removing it open the way to as
appropriate understanding of the finitude which dominates not only our

humanity but also our historical consciousness.” (Gadamer, 2013, 111 288)
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" “What appears to be a limiting prejudice from a viewpoint of the absolute self-construction of

reason in fact belongs to historical reality itself.” (Gadamer, 2013, i 289)
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“if we want to do justice to man’s finite, historical mode of being, it is necessary

to fundamentally rehabilitate the concept of prejudice and acknowledge the fact that

there are legitimate prejudices.” (Gadamer, 2013, %1 289)
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> “Reason exists for us only in concrete, historical terms-i.e., it is not its own master but remains

constantly dependent on the given circumstances in which it operates.” (Gadamer, 2013, #11 288)
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“This is the essence of the authority claimed by the teacher, the superior, the
expert. The prejudices that they implant are legitimized by the person who
presents them. But in this way they become prejudices not just in favor of a

person but a content.” (Gadamer, 2013, 7 292)

[V 1%
v a o a <= 1

g.J/ LYY q’.;l M Y & 1 A v [~ P g."/ )
avduruvlusTuesuliladusgransuduiionsafiduindu nanvuutulusives
1TULe98 N5 active 1518 990117108 asn W wazUseTRaIans lud1v99vuULe LJu

1 [ < g.J; M Y & 1 Qq' v 1 a 1 QI = (=]
dusznevegme anuduvuutulilmdusgrangnidnlaegiuiiy 4 Imeails vieliiinig
WAy ULUAIDE AU DUTNIIILNULYIVDIVUUUULNAIAMUFIVUULAND NTENINUTUUNLIT

dlainduduatuiign 15n1susaussian (Gadamer, 2013, v 293)

TundimsITemauyveaans Jsisdiuvanwenannianisiuyudasseglulan du

3

= o i a wa 4 . . . A a 1 dy @ 1 5 1
Aon1sAmssegludielseifmans (historical being) Lanansanuiaziuiivuuiuliens
weneanainaudiladelan nisuedlanvensild vuuisdudsiuindeuninuduisieg

agefinanlvisuivuutulumieudiuniwetenfivensned wlwdkldeIy 919138

=

vseRisgngasiuinnienitluniaiuseus Pl UBNUWVDIBIUIHAVIALUULU TE9

1 wLyc: vgj 1

Tosegiuanug wazauiieaniiegly Amszduiseguugiuvesuuwuulawuunils nanafe

Y Y

Wunuwdiazvuuidudiuniavasiunas iy

9



25

“At any rate, our relationship to the past is not characterized by distancing and
freeing ourselves from tradition. Rather, we are always situated within traditions,

and this is no objectifying process [...]” (Gadamer, 2013, i1 294)
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Aerina 9 18 (Palmer, 1969, 1t 182)
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“Long before we understand ourselves through the process of self-
examination, we understand ourselves in a self-evident way in the family,

society, and state in which we live” (Gadamer, 2013, %1 289)
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“In fact history does not belong to us; we belong to it.” (Gadamer, 2013, U
288-289)
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'8 “It does not mean that experience has ceased and a higher form of knowledge is reached (Hegel),
but that for the first time experience fully and truly is.” (Gadamer, 2013, %11 365)

¥ “Thus experience is experience of human finitude.” (Gadamer, 2013, %1 365)
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20 « [...Jinsight into the limitations of humanity, into the absoluteness of the barrier that separates

man from the divine.” (Gadamer, 2013, %11 365)
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2 “At any rate, our usual relationship to the past is not characterized by distancing and freeing
ourselves from tradition, Rather we are always situated within tradition, and this is not objectifying
precess- i.e., we do not conceive of what tradition says as something other, something alien. It is
always part of us [...]” (Gadamer, 2013, N 294)

25 «

This, precisely, is the power of history over finite consciousness, namely that it prevails even

where faith in method leads one to deny one’s own historicity.” (Gadamer, 2013, %11 312)
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“A person who is trying to understand is exposed
to distraction from fore-meaning that are not
borne out by the things themselves. Working out
appropriate projections, anticipatory in nature, to
be confirmed “by the things” themselves, is the
constant task of understanding. The only
“objectivity” here is the confirmation of a fore-
meaning in its being worked out.” (Gadamer,

2013, %11 280)
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here is the confirmation of a fore-meaning in its being worked out.”) (Gadamer, 2013,

9147 280)
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“Knowing and recognizing this constitutes the
third, and highest, type of hermeneutical
experience: the openness to tradition
characteristic of historically effected

consciousness.” (Gadamer, 2013, %11 369)
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“In human relations the important thing is as we have seen, to experience
the Thou truly as a Thou -i.e., not to overlook his claim but to claim but to
let him really say something to us. Here is where openness belongs. But
ultimately this openness does not exist only for the person who speaks;

rather, anyone who listen is fundamentally open. Belonging together always



36

also means being able to listen to one another. Without such openness to
one another there is no genuine human bond. Belonging together always also
means being able to listen to one another. When two people understand
each other, this does not mean that one person “understands” the other.
Similarly, “to hear and obey someone” does not mean simply that we do
blindly what the other desires. We call such a person slavish. Openness to
the other, then, involving recognizing that | myself must accept some things
that are against me, even though no one else forces me to do so.” (Gadamer,

2013, ¥t 369)
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“A person who is trying to understand is exposed to distraction from fore-
meaning that are not borne out by the things themselves. Working out
appropriate projections, anticipatory in nature, to be confirmed “by the things”

themselves, is the constant task of understanding.” (Gadamer, 2013, 917 280)
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% “Trye experience is experience of one’s own historicity.”
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“working out the hermeneutical situation means acquiring the right horizon of
inquiry for the questions evoked by the encounter with tradition.” (Gadamer,

2013, p. 313)
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% Truth and method, P. 294
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“The horizon is, rather, something into which we move and that moves with

us.” (Gadamer, 2013, p. 315)

is1hssegluveudi Aveuihiduedoulunfentuin Ussloaimeauisain
drlafuinsniududendentu lugedfwandiduirdmiunauses anaud-lalald
Usgifumsgnaineniysdansiulanaouen ielvindsnug udnnandladuniine
Y83n13e590g vauslulan (being-in-the-world) Iagveutl (horizon) ﬁ’jwmmamﬁmﬂﬁq

I N < k% Y] a o Al a & a 1 (% '
ynegfansaiulanyevimideaenluseingn Nagneasiudwing q lanseans

anuinlaifuusingnisalmuidala (event of understanding) Allunszuauns

[ 1

anudlandsugansedidgyedalivneads Wunnunereuniszedusasilaveuiinves

[y

foasarnussluansedfn

o

AaNudlainuugIuveslouluneunudla AnssuIunIsueInNd1latig,

nsgntneeUszaumsalludamansnisiinnudianudilaveasiinniedlulseifmans

sad o & o a

< o = o o = wa ! a v [ =
Judilnfinsgnidnfslseifmansiianiuegnaen ianiswesaudilaludnuuei i
yelufansedAny isizni1sasenidnistedninvesdiealviliisaiuisaidasusioniny

WJululedureanisinnu wiidasunisienudunainvatetud luldinazidunisiaiueyls

°©O ¥ o w a

Ale wszanudilangniesiuianszdAyiduiianiwesaudila nsueningd

o
1%

anudnla “Agndes” Wuldlinueauienivesnnudnlangnaesludgiaine ud
nunefennuiladuiumldlunanisngndesdainuasduansedidy wazanuasy

[y

anszdAgiuUsngegndugusssumeniy®

[

va =~ | % v = & v A o I
A3d839vanaigninanudilailiulsngnisalaiudila Mdeezvesanudy
Usingnisal duduinanudilaiienuvduiedeulndansedifguesdignidile sgrsliven
' P & ¥ a v o A a b a | e
ngou sznsimutunionldsundasiunden o Aunerfiveasiduldsuly Tunddds
WUIIANUNEIYILVDINIALLDS IUN1TT o unluYiFve 1R WUl unTeANuTIgIINT
fAuva N tuesdaniuzidusnd Fanu1eauINISRANNYeLIIANNTaAsUle (Lay

= = a [ [ P Y ' °
AstUagU) LlIE)Lﬁ']L‘U@i‘Uﬁ’ﬂﬂJLUUI@@U‘UENG]’JUV]@EJ"IQHQJWLﬁll@

30 <) < LY - v A o ad 1Y I a
v idudssiaundnunianalumisdedavzuazussnis Tvneanudunivimansluainuaie luun
“AABUTINIINg1veImansn1siniulaen1w” (The Ontological Shift of Hermeneutics Guided

by Language) wailwingnfinusil yausvasdvesIdefeviaudilanluindunaunuiviatu Jelala

aSuneralulsEiuAINIT AN



42

douvasmansn1sinuIdld nawesiuiengiuvesarudiladndu “asiinduves
YUy~ (happening of tradition) vuudslilangaiislutvezuuull fuindounasn lunsauiu

31

N135ANNAIAYVIIAININKAZNITUAVBINITAAIIY

“A190AAILITDINITAANULAZAIIUAIA YUBIAIN1U " (Logical Structure of
Openness & the Hermeneutical Priority of the Question) Wud od 1wl ennluum
“peAusznauvamguveslszaunisalluimansnisfini1u” (Elements of a Theory of

. . = Y & v Ao o a . .
Hermeneutic Experience) dsaelitiudnuugdfgeiwninisny (dialogical) VOI3ULUY
v s a a [y} a =1 Ql' el v 2@ 1 oA
AnudlavesmansnisinsTygy NdsULuuuunaune Ananueslviiuiue
veeanudlaluludeguuuunisinnuludsmansnisinungausug lsaseudiun

Igsmiuduntiudunaununiuiseg

& a 1 1 v o & LYY < a % <
ATNILUBIBIUIYMNBDITAINUANNUTVBILINNUAIUN LUUVLUSLULGZNWWO’]NW@U Jusdu

2¢13ls AouABLAINITIURBUAUAIUN STuduseals

“The essence of the question is to have sense. Now sense involves a sense of
direction. Hence the sense of the question is the only direction from which the
answer can be given if it is to make sense. A question places what is questioned
in a particular perspective. When a question arises, it breaks open the being of

the object.” (Gadamer, 2013, p. 371)
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“To someone who engages in dialogue only to prove himself right and not to
gain insight, asking questions will indeed seem easier than answering them.

There is no risk that he will be unable to answer a question. In fact, however,
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the continual failure of the interlocutor shows that people who think they
know better cannot even ask the right questions. In order to be able to ask,
one must want to know, and that means knowing that one does not know. (...)
Discourse that is intended to reveal something requires that that thing be

broken open by the question.” (Gadamer, 2013, p. 371)
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“To ask a question means to bring into the open. The openness of what is in
question consists in the fact that the answer is not settled. It must still be
undetermined, awaiting a decisive answer. The significance of questioning
consists in revealing the questionability of what is questioned.” (Gadamer,

2013, p. 371)
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“The openness of a question is not boundless. It is limited by the horizon of
the question. A question that lacks this horizon is, so to speak, floating. It
becomes a question only when its fluid indeterminacy is concretized in a
specific “this or that.” In other words, the question has to be posed. Posing a

question implies openness but also limitation. It implies the explicit establishing
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of presuppositions, in terms of which can be seen what still remains open.”

(Gadamer, 2013, p. 372)
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“The dialectic of question and answer disclosed in the structure of
hermeneutical experience now permits us to state more exactly what kind of
consciousness historically effected consciousness is. For the dialectic of
question and answer that we demonstrated makes understanding appear to be
a reciprocal relationship of the same kind as conversation.” (Gadamer, 2013, p.

385)
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“It is true that a text does not speak to us in the same way as does a Thou.
We who are attempting to understand must ourselves make it speak.”

(Gadamer, 2013, p. 385)
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“But we found that this kind of understanding, “making the text speak,” is not
an arbitrary procedure that we undertake on our own initiative but that, as a
question, it is related to the answer that is expected in the text. Anticipating an
answer itself pre-supposes that the questioner is part of the tradition and
regards himself as addressed by it. This is the truth of historically effected
consciousness. (...) We described its realization as the fusion of the horizons of
understanding, which is what mediates between the text and its interpreter.”

(Gadamer, 2013, p. 385)
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“The close relation between questioning and understanding is what gives the

hermeneutic experience its true dimension. (...) understanding is always more
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than merely re-creating someone else’s meaning. Questioning opens up
possibilities of meaning, and thus what is meaningful passes into one’s own

thinking on the subject.” (Gadamer, 2013, p. 383)
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Taimned

“However much a person trying to understand may leave open the truth of
what is said, however much he may dismiss the immediate meaning of the
object and consider its deeper significance instead, and take the latter not as
true but merely as meaningful, so that the possibility of its truth remains
unsettled, this is the real and fundamental nature of a question: namely to

make things indeterminate.” (Gadamer, 2013, p. 383)
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“Questions always bring out the undetermined possibilities of a thing. That is
why we cannot understand the questionableness of something without asking
real questions, though we can understand a meaning without meaning it.”

(Gadamer, 2013, p. 383)
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“To understand a question means to ask it. To understand meaning is to

understand it as the answer to a question.” (Gadamer, 2013, p. 383)
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“To conduct a dialogue requires first of all that the partners do not talk at cross
purposes. Hence it necessarily has the structure of question and answer. The
first condition of the art of conversation is ensuring that the other person is
with us. (...) The positive side of this monotony is the inner logic with which the
subject matter is developed in the conversation. To conduct a conversation
means to allow oneself to be conducted by the subject matter to which the
partners in the dialogue are oriented. It requires that one does not try to argue
the other person down but that one really considers the weight of the other’s

opinion. Hence it is an art of testing.” (Gadamer, 2013, p. 375)
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“The dialectic of question and answer disclosed in the structure of
hermeneutical experience now permits us to state more exactly what kind of

consciousness historically effected consciousness is.” (Gadamer, 2013, p. 185)
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“(...) the fusion of horizons that takes place in understanding is actually the
achievement of language. (..) Just as each interlocutor is trying to reach
agreement on some subject with his partner, so also the interpreter is trying to
understand what the text is saying. This understanding of the subject matter
must take the form of language. (...) the way understanding occurs—whether
in the case of a text or a dialogue with another person who raises an issue with

us—is the coming-into-language of the thing itself.” (Gadamer, 2013, p. 386)
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“To reach an understanding in a dialogue is not merely a matter of putting
oneself forward and successfully asserting one’s own point of view, but being

transformed into a communion in which we do not remain what we were.”

(Gadamer, 2013, p. 387)
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