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# # 6281015935 : MAJOR THAI THEATER AND DANCE
KEYWORD: experimental research Buddhist teachings Buddhist history digital media
Nivet Waevsamana : CREATIVE PUPPET PRODUCTION ABOUT BUDDHA ON DIGITAL MEDIA.

Advisor: Prof. Emeritus Surapone Virulrak, Ph.D.

The thesis entitled “Creative Puppet Production about Buddha on Digital media” is an
experimental research study whose purpose was to create a new system of Thai puppet shows via
digital media platforms. The content principally dealt with Buddha’s teachings in the form of a
narration of the Buddhist history meant for a target audience of 40 6-10-year-old students, who could
independently access online teaching platforms and were not familiar with such content.
Furthermore, 12 experts on media, performances, and Buddhism were interviewed. An experimental
creation of a puppet show on the Buddhist history in the form of a 3D print via digital media platforms
was conducted. The show was composed of two episodes. The first episode was called “A
Scapegoat” which was concerned with the taboo of killing animals with the length of 12 minutes and
the other episode was named “We are All Human Beings” dealing with bullying. It was 9.30 minutes
long. The data was collected online from the target group. The results revealed that the process of
creating digital media could be produced rapidly with low capital because fewer human resources and
production steps were required compared with more traditional methods. After watching the show via
the digital media system, the target audience developed the awareness of Buddhist teachings and a
more profound understanding of the Buddhist history. In addition, they seemed to be satisfied with
the puppet shows which were concise, aesthetic, fun, and easy to follow. It was also applicable with
the current situations via digital media platforms which were suitable with the target audience, which
was also consistent with the expert’s points of view. The researcher hopes that the study would serve
as an inspiration of an alternative way of making a Thai puppet show via digital media platforms for
artists and arts academics, especially during the incidence of the Covid-19 pandemic. This could also

be a new way to preserve puppet shows for the future generations.

Field of Study: Thai Theater and Dance Student's Signature ..o

Academic Year: 2021 Advisor's Signature ........ccccceeeiernnes
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