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5580320822 : MAJOR TRANSLATION
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MUNYATEE KEBBOONKERD: A STUDY OF STRAGETIES IN TRANSLATION OF
CULTURAL WORDS: A CASE STUDY OF THE KITE RUNNER. (SPECIAL
RESEARCH) THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. JULISPONG LULARAT, PH.D.,

161 pp.

This special research aims to analyze strategies in translation of cultural words in
literature The Kite Runner translated from English into Thai by Vishnuchatr
Visessuwanpoom. The hypothesis is that translating cultural issues, translator is required
to study theories and principles include Christiane Nord’s Discourse Analysis, Tomlinson
and Lynch-Brown’s Essentials of Children's Literature, Mildred L Larson’s Meaning-
based Translation, Jean Delisle’s Interpretive Approach of Translation and The Royal
Institute’s Standard for Loan Words. These are studied along with Definitions and
Categories of Culture and Cultural words, and Islamic and Afghan Cultures. The

research is also analyzed with the translator reasons and attitudes towards the issue.

The researcher finds two major strategies in translating Afghan and Islamic
cultural words into Thai as follows 1) loan words which are 1.1) loan words along with
Thai modifications also known as loan blend, and 1.2) loan words without Thai
modifications, and 2) Cultural Substitution derived from Interpretive Approach. The most
frequently used is the first strategy and according to the translator, the use of loan words

is the most appropriate approach to preserve the meaning and flavor in the target text.
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Famenad 1

When | was in fifth grade, we had a mullah who taught us about Islam. His name was
Mullah Fatiullah Khan, a short, stubby man with a face full of acne scars and a gruff
voice. He lectured us about the virtues of zakat and the duty of hadj; he taught us the
intricacies of performing the five daily namaz prayers, and made us memorize verses
from the Koran.

(The Kite Runner, 17)

o/ 1 ‘ﬂl

AIRENN 2

There was an unspoken code of behavior among Afghans at the flea market: You
greeted the guy across the aisle, you invited him for a bite of potato bolani or a little
qabuli, and you chatted.

(The Kite Runner, 149)

Faa2inad 3

But no Afghan girl — no decent and mohtaram Afghan girl, at least-queried her father
about a young man. And no father, especially a Pashtun with nang and namoos, would
discuss a mojarad with his daughter, not unless the fellow in question was a khastegar, a

suitor, who had done the honorable thing and sent his father to knock on the door.

(The Kite Runner, 159)
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14

- ' o = o o A ) o A
BTN NAALAUIAADE S\Iﬂqm‘*ﬁ‘]_l‘*ﬁ“ﬂulmszmLﬂ@ﬂuLLﬂ@\ﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬁimﬂuLﬂﬁ;ﬂﬂimmﬂ\i‘]eLuLi‘ﬂﬂ

FAZATULILWLU (flat character) dniflusaazasisenaulidnAty uanan

3
1o Y a aa a
VLSJ UTAU DVANLINENNFLALIY

t% = . 9 = a PRI M a &

3) a1NNa9LTad (settlng) 12NN ’AQWHVILL@ZL’J@WWL?@\‘IMH"] LNAUL

s A g oA Ay v & Ad @ ¢ Ao o )
ﬂ']ﬂ‘]/]‘ﬂ\?L?’PNL‘]JLLL?@\WILﬂqquLﬂﬂqﬁlVI@‘ﬁLW?']:?L‘]JHZQEY]HVW]L‘]JHVNQN ALNEIUAN NITANLLEAN

dldll v a K = a o/ I's o a aa dll
nalu L’J@’WlLﬁ"ﬂ\‘leﬁmﬁ“ﬂu FININANINYNBINA UszdRAIaRT N1TANUUTIALALIT9919

1 ¥ 1
A =2 ¥

NaafudeanludaanFecliiinlu anfiesBesdinnudrAnyuazdunusiusiazas
TAEa9 wazussenAluEes nnailamaeinaniunuaznaitnazflunisussene 19

Tnaimssanngusts usitnep3efiuansiiulaee1un1INgzyin NayAYTaNIIARTEIFIATAST

A 10 = a o - - YR
4) NULTaY (theme) UUIEUDN LLUIAR V]ﬁuzﬁ?ﬂLqmuq?NmTﬂﬂaLLmﬂm

7

% dl =® dJ ¥ v 1 1 1Y b4 % Y J
ﬁl‘ﬂ\‘lﬂ’?‘i@’ﬂ@’?‘im’?ﬂ\‘lN‘ﬂ’]usﬁ\ﬂﬁﬁm’mLL@QE;JJLLGI\‘I@ZVLNU@ﬂmN“’] WARBTUITABIAUNILBIIT LN

a

A

FaanisaznansiAuraiels uiuzesiluainAnsuaaan AL linasannNauauall

o < = ° ° v o i vy A <
LI LﬂuL@N@uﬂqm@‘]_l?.l@\'iﬁqﬁmﬂ'}qﬂgﬂ’]uvl,ﬂﬁﬂugﬂgiiqqﬂLﬁ"ﬂ\‘iuuvl

5) a8 (style)  Aedsnasuazgduuunidaulddianen lnadainis
UsrRusNrN M lunsdssitwanuidaulinn desad1uau (words) taseasnailsslam

N3dAaLHan yuNes uazdtydnendilen

2.1.2.2 WUANIINISUINGHGN15LATIZUAIUNUT2LANITTUNTTNLD

NaNAuFunazaud-us1anldldlunis3ae

ANANHINANALATILTAIUNU L LNNITIUNTINIAINANAUAULA Y

aud-usnvdazdanlinisinaeidaunises The Kite Runner Talautiadu gadadni

- a ~ o A = as o o A g o
@Qﬁﬂ?gﬂﬁﬂﬂ\?qurl??mﬂ??ﬂﬂ'ﬂtﬁ?\‘iL?'ﬂ\?LL@%WQ@%@?LW@ﬂﬂjﬁf’]ﬂ@')ﬁﬂ']?@?q\‘i ANCAT LW@IVI

v
= o o

a1u1909vYUsTINNIe9fazATNANLAT Az ATIa9 A wananUEAdadeliAnE
anfiasizaaiine inguaNAATyIsIanuLaz AN ANR ST URIas ATLAZ AN 1T0]

:s' o a 1 :; =2 1 dll dll ¥ Y a & o o QII
VI@’]LHH1‘]J@£I’]<11? gouNNITANELIREawNe NI 1 udaAnuazidnlaa1szdn N

KX ¥

¥ v YV dll = = v o &1 v aa U
aﬂﬁzwuﬁmmmimmmmu [ﬂ@‘ﬂﬁ@uﬂﬂﬂ’]@@’]"ﬂ‘ﬂ\‘lﬂgﬂizwuﬁ%qiﬁﬂ@QﬁiﬂU%‘i

a

° Ibid., p. 30.
“Ibid., p. 29.

"bid., p. 31.



15

213 NS MEAMUANNURISITL U NARDIU
2.1.3.1 S1E9IURANISANEINIG M AU ANNUDITITU N ALADNU

sraiiudnaaniulilfudganusinisiudwe TaaldsznaAdniin
o 6 v6 ¥ o I3 A o o dll o :s' o

WanFFNUsT I uaninausin1siuAn a1 genge 1HaduN 14 fU8NEU W.A.2532
d’l o & o 8 o o % 1 o A o 6 o [
wanaINUuaAnInUginILANIN 188 udslisanes lunisdendninasinisviu dn
NEIBINOE NIHIRETAR DRI ATEIEANE AEalu N FaEy N1ty
N1E#18UFL NsNany atusTiudineaniu tnainaTwenlun.A.2535 iiaiiy
waninasinInsgulunisiuAniainarwstsdszmaduniw na i duld lunanas

=l o
WA
2.1.3.2 wuanean1suInIslgAuANNaass T nadanwllldlun15348

o o o s % a

fRdetiuuamianisldAmiudnisessainsineanuiusinsgundaniie

WarsaAiuAwWinuilalfuilaAdnsinedmusssuluuiiena3eq The Kite  Runner

F9azaATziluuny 3 salil

214  wUIMeNSWUALLLRASIAA (Literal Translation) UINALASA Lad A15AY (Mildred

L. Larson)

2.1.4.1 S99 UNANITANEILUINIINIT UL AL LUASIAQ (Literal  Translation)

ADINALATA WaA A158U (Mildred L. Larson)”

Hawsn uaa ar5du innnednisudautanisutlaeeniily 2 desinmlug

Aa niswlauuuinungiuuiu (Form-based translation) wazn suilautuineaA Mg
. . o A A A < .

(Meaning-based translation) Imaﬂ’]?LLﬂ@LLUU?ﬂH’]gﬂLLUUM?@L'if;lﬂ’ﬂ@‘l/iu\m’] Literal
Translation 3@ Word-for-word translation LfunisudalaainwnAiuazgduuuianges
1% o d” ° o ydliz = 1 o !
fuatiunnilsznis nsudadszinntwanzdmiuinsesnisAnsnissiuativuazlivuny
o Yo lﬂly 1 v = o E4 [
AuganunEutlanfesniseauienAnanngmzuiazinisliulaseasnadsslaaagting
wipa N lailusssnamlunimutlafazdensdanges guesil Tundl” 1Adelumidde
mauladugedn Aaasansdiloynyn 1Bgns 1Hesunauazliatouletnedmau Tnakan

v
o

d”l o o . . a
nsidadszinniiiinisudanusaanis (Literal translation) Aaid
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| sat on a park bench near a willow tree. | thought about something Rahim Khan
said just before he hung up, almost as an afterthought. There is a way to be good again.
| looked up at those twin kites. | thought about Hassan. Thought about Baba. Ali. Kabul.
| thought of the life | had lived until the winter of 1975 came and changed everything.
And made me what | am today.

(The Kite Runner, 2)
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MiAsaaunadrasdinauaniemaulinala
“You! The Hazara! Look at me when I'm talking to you!” the soldier barked.

(The Kite Runner, 7)

Mseuiefaaniadiuindundninimaunidldnisdenny
“...Baba had taught me at a young age to call any older male Kaka, or Uncle, and
any older female, Khala, or Aunt.”

(The Kite Runner, 90)

“...The laughing man broke into song, a slurring, off-key rendition of an old Afghan
wedding song, delivered with a thick Russian accent:

Ahesta boro, Mah-e-man, ahesta boro.

Go slowly, my lovely moon, go slowly.”

(The Kite Runner, 124)

l%m”qL@uLﬁ@miﬂ’mmm’jﬁﬂmm&Tq@zmuéfﬂ mmzﬁ@mgﬂuﬁqqmmﬁm Sif!

“A dream:

| am lost in a snowstorm. The wind shrieks, blows stinging sheets of snow into
my eyes. | stagger through layers of shifting white. | call for help but the wind
drowns my cries. | fall and lie panting on the snow, lost in the white, the wind wailing
in my ears. | watch the snow erase my fresh footprints. I'm a ghost now, | think, a
ghost with no footprints. | cry out again, hope fading like my footprints. But this time, a
muffled reply. | shield my eyes and manage to sit up. ...”

(The Kite Runner, 81)
MsaRuilunjaududentirlud eadingndnlapauseanndantinnen [
“I DIDN'T SPEAK TO HASSAN until the middle of the next week. | had just half-

eaten my lunch and Hassan was doing the dishes. ...

MY MEMORY OF THE REST of that winter of 1975 is pretty hazy. | remember | was
fairly happy when Baba was home. We'd eat together, go to see a film, visit Kaka
Homayoun or Kaka Farug. ...”

(The Kite Runner, 94)
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“WHAT'S SO FUNNY?” Assef kept roaring with each blow. His spittle landed in my
eye. Sohrab screamed.

“WHAT'S SO FUNNY?” Assef bellowed.

(The Kite Runner, 312)
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“The poplar trees lined the redbrick driveway, which led to a pair of wrought iron
gates. They in turn opened into an extension of the driveway into my father’s estate. The
house sat on the left side of the brick path, the backyard at the end of it. Everyone
agreed that my father, my Baba, had built the most beautiful house in the Wazir Akbar
Khan district, a new and affluent neighborhood in the northern part of Kabul. Some
thought it was the prettiest house in all of Kabul. A broad entryway flanked by
rosebushes led to the sprawling house of marble floors and wide windows. Intricate
mosaic tiles, handpicked by Baba in Isfahan, covered the floors of the four bathrooms.
Gold-stitched tapestries, which Baba had bought in Calcutta, lined the walls; a crystal
chandelier hung from the vaulted ceiling.”

(The Kite Runner, 4)
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“Most of our neighbors in Fremont were bus drivers, policemen, gas station

attendants, and unwed mothers collecting welfare, exactly the sort of bluecollar people
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who would soon suffocate under the pillow Reganomics pressed to their faces. Baba
was the lone Republican in our building. But the Bay Area’s smog stung his eyes, the
traffic noise gave him headaches, and the pollen made him cough. The fruit was never
sweet enough, the water never clean enough, and where were all the trees and open
fields?”

(The Kite Runner, 137)
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“l glanced at him across the table, his nails chipped and black with engine oil, his
knuckles scraped, the smells of the gas station--dust, sweat, and gasoline-- on his
clothes. Baba was like the widower who remarries but can’t let go of his dead wife. He
missed the sugarcane fields of Jalalabad and the gardens of Paghman. He missed
people milling in and out of his house, missed walking down the bustling aisles of Shor
Bazaar and greeting people who knew him and his father, knew his grandfather, people
who shared ancestors with him, whose pasts intertwined with his.

For me, America was a place to bury my memories.

For Baba, a place to mourn his.”

(The Kite Runner, 140)
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3.1.3 mANTR lddangluatiuwila

HA1ANINNe T ua IS TuLar IS TINB AR N ANAI LISt 46 A1 MlNdeng

Tudaunativwla Wasanguilaandanisfinnuuazanenasiluaulalaasu

A7 awroussi AR SNULANNY
Baba spent $35,000, nearly the balance of his life savings, on the awroussi, the
wedding ceremony.
(The Kite Runner, 184)
‘fTumra'ﬁﬂmmmwmmiﬂﬁ”wummwﬁ'u%ﬁum?my
(bAMAILI979, 193)
A191 Khoshteep fivanefe Handsome
“You look khoshteep,” Baba said. Handsome.

“Thank you, Baba. Are you all right? Do you feel up to this?”

(The Kite Runner, 184)

I T R
“emaeNAI I TuuaT
“gauAnAiy TN Widelsdie Tualuue,
(ANAILI979, 189)

o (=3 |

a dlez MY o o o o r:/I 16 & ad = A
Adendiudnsnfudl sl lEiudAnwiA AW wildnadansudauuummanuing 4

a

32

12 1 |
¥ A

A Inaunuiy doainliiganwdnlauebesldatnsioes lsifiadna wilunnanduiu van
2 o rd”e; o o 6 1 o Y Y o v nal dg/ nal %
HudautlaAdniilidoanisiuAniitnazinligeulfessnsainauuasiinyuaaing

NFUNEAsTnATR9E a1

P o e o L% L%
3.7 msadsauinaumAnnaualunazatuuila

fRduratananisnaiftauinsuadnsifiuaiiuuazeiiuwlanfanduuiun

o

o Y a < v o A o
AP BIULRSURAALUUADNLIRE qmmﬂuummw



81

AnAL AU e atuuila i 13UN TN
1 Agha 31 AT 32 - “Nay, Amir agha.”
32 AR 32 - “Read it again please, Amir agha,” Hassan would say.
2 |Agha sahib 47 UNEYINU 51 “Hassan, Agha sahib wants to talk to you!” He was
standing by the front door, dressed in white, hands
tucked under his armpits, breath puffing from his
mouth.
3 |Ahesta boro 124 |awgann luls 131  |Ahesta boro, Mah-e-man, ahesta boro.
Go slowly, my lovely moon, go slowly.
4 |Ahmaqg 157 |Aauiloyynaan 165  |“Be careful, Amir,” he said as | began to walk. “Of what,
Baba?”
“I am not an ahmagq, so don’t play stupid with me.”
“I don’t know what you’re talking about.”
5  |Al hamdullellah 321  |89@ SNAALAAN 338 |“Al hamdullellah!” he said, beaming. “No more talking | ufila: dadunaaans

non sense.”

“Thank you, Farid,” | said through jaws wired shut.

519 = @ 1@ o = & o o o o o = P P S v o
daAnuLLaT 1) SNVLUTALY AD Alnauaz AL aTiufinadniu 2) uitla Ae TAAALNUTIDNRIRE
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Alef-beh

164

o o

NANBTAINTU

172

So we’d sit at the kitchen table after | was done with my

own schoolwork and I'd teach her Alef-beh.

sgnunmes: aan-u1g

Allah-u-akbar

268

282

“They drive around looking. Looking and hoping that
someone will provoke them. Sooner or later, someone
always obliges. Then the dogs feast and the day’s
boredom is broken at last and everyone says ‘Allah-u-
akbar!” And on those days when no one offends, well,

there is always random violence, isn’t there?”

wfila: et g anung

Ameen

84

=
ATHU

88

The mullah finishes the prayer. Ameen. He picks up the

kitchen knife with the long blade.

Arg

47

50

And for the most part, even though a new leader lived

in Arg-the royal palace in Kabul-life went on as before.

10

Aush

380

393

400

414

- | pointed to the untouched bowl of green pea aush on

his nightstand, the unused plastic spoon.

- Someone was already frying bolani; steam rose from

teacups and a pot of cauliflower aush.
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11

Ayat

69

117

73

124

- But when a Koran ayat | had learned in my diniyat
class rose to my lips, | muttered it.

- Summer meant long school days sweating in tightly
packed, poorly ventilated classrooms learning to recite
ayats from the Koran, struggling with those tongue-

twisting, exotic Arabic words.

UMY BNaZE

% QI a al
wila: WNIE9s9D; 3en
Taanizailszlaalusiay

e o

ummﬁmm@m?mu

12

Ayat-ul-kursi

228

o/ % f‘s‘
ANLNA A LABIT

242

She handed him to Hassan and he handed him to me
and | sang the prayer of Ayat-ul-kursi in that little boy’s

ear.

6 o

¥ =
whila: ereyddansd

13

Ayena masshaf

184

ada a (=3
NEREUN @t N

194

We did Ayena Masshaf, where they gave us a mirror
and threw a veil over our heads, so we'd be alone to

gaze at each other’s reflection.

14

Azan

75

ATIIU

80

A few blocks away, from the Haji Yaghoub Mosque,
the mullah bellowed azan, calling for the faithful to

unroll their rugs and bow their heads west in prayer.

15

Baba

=
=2
i)

| thought about Hassan. Thought about Baba. Ali.
Kabul.
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16 |Babalu 9 S/U‘m@m 9 They chased him on the street, and mocked him when
he hobbled by. Some had taken to calling him Babalu,
or Boogeyman.

17 |Bakhshesh 265 [ieiidn 279 |- They sat in the laps of their burga-clad mothers
alongside gutters at busy street corners and chanted
“Bakhshesh, bakhshesh!”

383 fylvﬂﬁlfﬁﬂ 404 |- | ask for your bakhshesh, your forgiveness. Can you
do that? Can you forgive me? Can you believe me?” |
dropped my voice. “Will you come with me?”

18 |Bachem 151 LI 158 = [“Such a lofty introduction,” he said, his voice deep and
cultured. “Salaam, bachem.” Hello, my child.

19 |Balay 152 |Afy 152 |"Balay, General Sahib, | do,” | said, wishing he’d not
call me “my child.”

20 [Bas 40 111 43 I smiled. “Bas, you donkey. No one’s sending you
away.”

21 |Bazarris 28 Qﬂmmﬁ'& 30  |We talked about whatever film we had just seen and

walked amid the bustling crowds of bazarris.
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22 |Bia 303 m'm’m’] 319 |“Bia, bia, my boy,” the Talib said, calling Sohrab to him.

23 [Biryani 323 sl 340 [They brought with them pakoras, naan, samosas,
biryani.

24 |Bismillah 120 |UT-NRAN 127 |She burst into prayer every time the truck jerked or wiile: 1AsTeesTn; ulanss
stumbled into a pothole, her “Bismillah!” peaking with  |faAR&MENTTUINTRIBAADE
each of the truck’s shudders and jolts. Hlun1snanqiileGuasiiann

Q3]

25 |[Boboresh 71 Tutiage 76 People were stomping their feet, clapping, whistling,
chanting, “Boboresh! Boboresh!” Cut him! Cut him!

26 [Bolani 150 [luanid 157 |There was an unspoken code of behavior among
Afghans at the flea market: You greeted the guy across
the aisle, you invited him for a bite of potato bolani or a
little gabuli, and you chatted.

27 |Burga 226 [lwainn 239 |lt was that same year, in the middle of the summer, that

a woman covered in a sky blue burga knocked on the

front gates one morning.
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28

Buzkashi

22

=
YAPAT

22

| remember one time Baba took me to the yearly
Buzkashi tournament that took place on the first day of
spring, New Year’s Day. Buzkashi was, and still is,

Afghanistan’s national passion.

29

Chai

219

275

747911

a1

233

289

- No one to greet, no one to sit down with for chai, no
one to share stories with, just Roussi soldiers patrolling
the streets.

- “Would you like some chai? | could make some.”

“Nay, thank you. I'd rather we talk.”

30

Chapan

67

TBAULANU

71

He wore black rubber snow boots and a bright green

chapan over a thick sweater and faded corduroy pants.

31

Chapandaz

22

A1 TUANA

22

A chapandaz, a highly skilled horseman usually
patronized by rich aficionados, has to snatch a goat
or cattle carcass from the midst of a melee, carry that
carcass with him around the stadium at full gallop, and
drop it in a scoring circle while a team of other
chapandaz chases him and does everything in its

power-kick, claw, whip, punch-to snatch the carcass from him.
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32

Chi

97

%u1?

103

“Chi? What did you say?”

“l was just wondering, that’s all.”

33

Chila

190

bAIU

199

She put her hand on my lap. Baba's chila glinted on her

ring finger.

34

Chopan kabob

171

ANLTU

| picture colorful platters of chopan kabob, sholeh-

goshti, and wild-orange rice.

% o
wila: neafy

35

Dhul-Hijjah

83

WMANIARASEIZIA

88

TOMORROW IS THE TENTH DAY of Dhul-Hijjah, the
last month of the Muslim calendar, and the first of three
days of Eid Al Adha, or Eid-e-Qorban, as Afghans call
it- a day to celebrate how the prophet Ibrahim almost

sacrificed his own son for God.

% A a g
LLﬂi‘ll: LARUTNEAETU

36

Dil-roba

302

dl a =
LATRANANERULAEIL

318

One of the guards pressed a button and Pashtu music
filled the room. Tabla, harmonium, the whine of a

dil-roba.

37

Dostet darum

351

14N A15H

370

“Dostet darum.” | love you.
“l love you back,” she said. | could hear the smile in her

words. “And be careful.”
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38 |Dozd 254 |lag 268 |Before | could answer, he winked and said in a loud
voice, “Of course no dozd would waste his time on a
car as ugly as my brother’s.”

39 |Eid 47 |wAN1a8ERA 50 |On Eid, the three days of celebration after the holy uila: Suda uay Ly
month of Ramadan, Kabulis dressed in their best and | #48390: Aadumngelumawn
newest clothes and visited their families. BaaTuH 2 Tu haduanilys

ILEATLE LI ER

40 |Eid Al Adha 83 WMANNAEA B4 %@m 88 |TOMORROW IS THE TENTH DAY of Dhul-Hijjah, the wiila: 'Tu‘ﬁﬁ”@é/gm
last month of the Muslim calendar, and the first of three
days of Eid AlAdha, or Eid-e-Qorban, as Afghans call it-

a day to celebrate how the prophet Ibrahim almost
sacrificed his own son for God.
41 |Eid e Qorban 83 8n 8 launu 88 |TOMORROW IS THE TENTH DAY of Dhul-Hijjah, the wiila: fﬁﬁﬁfl’j“i_l’]u

last month of the Muslim calendar, and the first of three
days of Eid AlAdha, or Eid-e-Qorban, as Afghans call it-
a day to celebrate how the prophet Ibrahim almost

sacrificed his own son for God.
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42

Eid Mubarak

47

50

People hugged and kissed and greeted each other with

“Eid Mubarak.” Happy Eid.

uila: am

TN UN3aN

43

Farsi

16

16

And not only did she teach classic Farsi literature at the
university she was a descendant of the royal family, a
fact that my father playfully rubbed in the skeptics’

faces by referring to her as “my princess.”

44

Ferni

198

wWash

208

Khala Jamila made kofta-meatballs and white rice-and

white ferni.

45

Ghazal

180

LULNITER

189

| COULD HEAR CHATTER from the other side of the
door, laughter, and Afghan music playing softly-it

sounded like a classical ghazal by Ustad Sarahang.

46

Goshkhor

41

44

Some of the boys in Wazir Akbar Khan had nicknamed

him Assef Goshkhor, or Assef “the Ear Eater.”

47

Haddith

349

LEAAG

367

They claimed it was in the Haddith. “I’'ve thought about
it,” Sohrab said.

MR AL TL AL
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48 |Haji 75 na 80 “No, | was born in Karachi. But | did live in Kabul for a
number of years. Share-Nau, near the Haji Yaghoub
Mosque,” Faisal said.

49 |Hadj 17 |ngliduansyny visa| 17 |He lectured us about the virtues of zakat and the duty

il"fmj of hadj; he taught us the intricacies of performing the

five daily namaz prayers, and made us memorize
verses from the Koran-and though he never translated
the words for us, he did stress, sometimes with the help
of a stripped willow branch, that we had to pronounce
the Arabic words correctly so God would hear us
better.

50 |Hazara 7 F1%19 7 “You! The Hazara! Look at me when I'm talking to you!”
the soldier barked.

51 |Hazarajat 45 FMN9NAN 48 “Where will you go?” Baba asked. His voice was

breaking.

“Hazarajat.”
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52

Hijab

188

197

They dropped off passengers, men dressed in dark

suits, women clad in black dresses, their heads

covered with traditional white hijabs.

y AN oY a
LLﬂI‘I.IZ AN LTINBTTDRNAN:
v = v a a
HAQNATHE YR NN AAN
dl a 4
sﬁﬂﬂﬁ@uﬁﬂ@ﬂﬁﬂﬁ‘tuiﬂ@’)ﬂ

v a =® 2
N’]ﬁ@ﬂﬂ@l@%ﬂ\‘iﬁ%’]ﬂﬂ

53

Inshallah

36

AUTaaN

38

“Someday, Inshallah, you will be a great writer,” Hassan
said. “And people all over the world will read your

stories.”

% a [ %3
wiile: Sutndaaes

54

Isfand

228

AN UFRAN UG

242

She burned isfand for him on a skillet to cast out nazar,
the evil eye. By the time Sohrab was two, he was calling

her Sasa. The two of them were inseparable.

55

Jadi

155

163

In Afghanistan, yelda is the first night of the month of
Jadi, the first night of winter, and the longest night of

the year.

56

Jai-namaz

372

17098 UNA

393

| throw my makeshift jai-namaz, my prayer rug, on the
floor and | get on my knees, lower my forehead to the

ground, my tears soaking through the sheet.
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57 |Jan 19 MU 36 - “May | have it, Amir jan? | would very much like to
read it.”
34 ‘ﬁ”ﬂ 37 - Baba hardly ever used the term of endearment jan
when he addressed me.
58 |jihad 249  |deATINAER 263  |At fourteen, he and his father had joined the jihad N REY: AATINIER
against the Shorawi.
59 |Kaka 34 AN 36 - “Yes, give it to Kaka Rahim. I'm going upstairs to get
ready.” And with that, he left the room.
90 nzAn 95 - I rode with Baba, Rahim Khan, Kaka Homayoun-Baba
had taught me at a young age to call any older male
Kaka, or Uncle, and any older female, Khala, or Aunt.
60 |Kamyab 385  |AuLUgL 406  |After all, life is not a Hindi movie. Zendagi migzara,
Afghans like to say: Life goes on, unmindful of
beginning, end, kamyab, nah-kam, crisis or catharsis,
moving forward like a slow, dusty caravan of kochis.
61 |Khala 90 ATUAN 95 | rode with Baba, Rahim Khan, Kaka Homayoun-Baba

had taught me at a young age to call any older male
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Kaka, or Uncle, and any older female, Khala, or Aunt.

62

Khan

PU

One day last summer, my friend Rahim Khan called

from Pakistan. He asked me to come see him.

63

Khanum

146

19N

153

He nodded. “And what will you do while you wait to get
good and get discovered?

How will you earn money? If you marry, how will you
support your khanum?”

I couldn’t lift my eyes to meet his. “I'll... find a job.”

64

Khastegar

154

162

“I'hear she is a decent girl, hardworking and kind. But
no khastegars, no suitors, have knocked on the

general’s door since.” Baba sighed.

65

Khoda hafez

158

a1 anidla -anau

166

“Oh. Good.” | tipped my head and gave her a half
smile. “I'll go now.” Hadn't | already said that? “Khoda
hafez.”

“Khoda hafez.”

66

Khoshteep

180

NAD

189

“You look khoshteep,” Baba said. Handsome.

“Thank you, Baba. Are you all right? Do you feel up to this?”
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67

Kochi

28

29

We chased the Kochi, the nomads who passed through

Kabul on their way to the mountains of the north.

68

Kofta

15

AN AN

15

We sat at a picnic table on the banks of the lake, just
Baba and me, eating boiled eggs with kofta

sandwiches-meatballs and pickles wrapped in naan.

69

Kolcha

150

TAatnd

157

The flea market was where you sipped green tea with
almond kolchas, and learned whose daughter had
broken off an engagement and run off with her
American boyfriend, who used to be Parchami-a
communist-in Kabul, and who had bought a house with

under-the-table money while still on welfare.

70

Komak

171

! 4
DILINIE

180

“Komak!” | cried. “Somebody help!” | ran to Baba.

71

Koran

g o

NITANNTEANTDY

People had raised their eyebrows when Ali, a man who
had memorized the Koran, married Sanaubar, a woman
nineteen years younger, a beautiful but notoriously

unscrupulous woman who lived up to her dishonorable

reputation.
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72  |Kuni 42 @ﬁm 45 “Good morning, kunis!” Assef exclaimed, waving.
“Fag,” that was another of his favorite insults.

73 |Kursi 62 AR 5T 65 I'd asked Ali to set up the kursi for us-which was

basically an electric heater under a low table covered
with a thick, quilted blanket.

74 |Laillahail Allah, | 373 |81 @8aa181 84 393 |He says the boy had cut himself deeply and had losta | uiil1: a18anazdasaaed
Muhammad u aaY yFNudn great deal of blood and my mouth begins to mutter that |}&Ndnsagaaaad
rasul ullah. 7 77A @J@@"H}T prayer again: La illaha il Allah, Muhammad u rasul

ullah.

75 |Laaf 13 wa 13 - If the story had been about anyone else, it would have
been dismissed as laaf, that Afghan tendency to
exaggerate

91 I 9% -"A hundred kites, Homayoun jan. No laaf. And the only

one still flying at the end of the day was Amir's. He has

the last kite at home, a beautiful blue kite.

Hassan and Amir ran it together."
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76 |Lafz 180  |@ 189 |When we arrived at the Taheris’ home the next evening
-for lafz, the ceremony of “giving word”

77 |Lawla 235  |ARNARIAN 249 |l dream that lawla flowers will bloom in the streets of
Kabul again and rubab music will play in the samovar
houses and kites will fly in the skies.

78 |Lotfan 273 |aanniu 287 |"Lotfan,” | added. Please.

79 |Loya jirga 394  [Nuantn l_wAaIN- 415  |We chatted about the difficult and maybe thankless job

muﬂivqmﬁm Karzai had in front of him, about the upcoming Loya
jirga, and the king’s imminent return to his homeland
after twenty-eights years of exile.

80 |Madar 196 [lANS 206 |“Is there any more rice, Madar?” Soraya said.

81 [Mah-e-man 124|118 WU 131 |Ahesta boro, Mah-e-man, ahesta boro.

Go slowly, my lovely moon, go slowly.
82 |Maghbool 193 '&qﬂm'm 203 |"What a lovely bride,” one of them said, “Just look at

her. So maghbool, like the moon.”
“Yes,” the other said. “And pure too. Virtuous. No

boyfriends.”
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83 |Mantu 71 Tup) 76 |Music blasted. The smell of steamed mantu and fried
pakora drifted from rooftops and open doors.

84 |Mashallah 35 | undaanit 37 |l enjoyed your story very much. Mashallah, God has wiila: inadaang
granted you a special talent.

85 |Moalem 164 [luanlau 172 |She started calling me Moalem Soraya, Teacher
Soraya.” She laughed again.

86 |Moftakhir 143 |nann e 150 |"I am moftakhir, Amir,” he said. Proud. His eyes
gleamed when he said that and | liked being on the
receiving end of that look.

87 |Mojarad 159  |41’a7An 167 |- But I'd asked her a question and if she answered,
we'd be... well, we’d be chatting. Me a mojarad, a
single young man, and she an unwed young woman.

159 mﬂﬂmgim 168 |- And no father, especially a Pashtun with nang and

namoos, would discuss a mojarad with his daughter,
not unless the fellow in question was a khastegar, a
suitor, who had done the honorable thing and sent his

father to knock on the door.
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88

Moochi

55

58

Saifo was a nearly blind old man who was a moochi by

profession-a shoe repairman.

89

Mord

293

309

| know that | reopened my eyes when | heard people

around me asking, “Mord? Mord? Is he dead?”

90

Morgh

395

416

Someone lighted coal in a barbecue and soon the smell

of garlic and morgh kabob flooded my senses.

91

Mujahedin

228

242

Instead, the war raged on, this time between Afghans,
the Mujahedin, against the Soviet puppet government
of Najibullah, and Afghan refugees kept flocking to

Pakistan.

92

Nah-kam

385

406

After all, life is not a Hindi movie. Zendagi migzara,
Afghans like to say: Life goes on, unmindful of
beginning, end, kamyab, nah-kam, crisis or catharsis,

moving forward like a slow, dusty caravan of kochis.

93

Namaz

17

NITACUNA

17

He lectured us about the virtues of zakat and the duty
of hadj; he taught us the intricacies of performing the

five daily namaz prayers, and made us memorize

Y -
LLﬂi‘ll: UNT LA NN

ITIDTINANDL: NTAZUNIA
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verses from the Koran-and though he never translated
the words for us, he did stress, sometimes with the help
of a stripped willow branch, that we had to pronounce

the Arabic words correctly so God would hear us

better.

94 |Naan 9 U 9 I remember one day, when | was eight, Ali was taking
me to the bazarr to buy some naan.

95 |naswar 300 [huanng 316 |"Isn’t everyone?” he said. The men with the
Kalashnikovs laughed. Their teeth were stained green
with naswar.

96 |Nazar 228  |wang 242 |She burned isfand for him on a skillet to cast out nazar,
the evil eye.

97 |Nazr 197 |Wotihaf 207  |She told me that she was going to do nazr for me, a wiila: Waueds
vow 1o have a sheep slaughtered and the meat given to
the poor if my book was accepted.

98 [Nihari 211 Hans 224 |Rich scents, both pleasant and not so pleasant, drifted

to me through the passenger window, the spicy aroma
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of pakora and the nihari Baba had loved so much
blended with the sting of diesel fumes, the stench of

rot, garbage, and feces.

99 |[Nika 184  |Wanne 193 |He bought my tuxedo, and my traditional green suit for | s111iuTne~: NaRNE
the nika—the swearing ceremony.

100 |padar 152 |[wAng 152 |"Padar jan, you forgot your tea.” A young woman'’s
voice.

101 |Pakol 250 |uuannnipa 263 |On his head, he wore a brown pakol, tilted slightly to
one side, like the Tajik hero Ahmad Shah Massoud-
referred to by Tajiks as “the Lion of Panjsher.”

102 |Pakora 71 walAgn 76 My roommates’ families-old women in bright shalwar-
kameezes, children, men wearing skullcaps--shuffled
noisily in and out of the room. They brought with them
pakoras, naan, sa, nosas, biryani.

103 |Panjpar 62 Wialng 65 Hassan and | sat under the kursi and played panjpar as
wind-rattled tree branches tapped on the window.

104 |Pari 107 |wain 113 |He nodded. “It's true. | was eighteen. Her name was
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Homaira. She was a Hazara, the daughter of our
neighbor’s servants. She was as beautiful as a pari,
light brown hair, big hazel eyes... she had this laugh...

| can still hear it sometimes.”

105 |Pashtuns 10 TIINITU 10 It said the Hazaras had tried to rise against the
Pashtuns in the nineteenth century, but the Pashtuns
had “quelled them with unspeakable violence.”

106  [Pirhan-tumban 301 [HALN T1EU B 318 |He was dressed much as | was, though | suppose it

U was really the other way around: a rough-woven wool
blanket wrapped over a gray pirhan-tumban and a vest.

107 |Qabuli 150 m‘lml?; 157 |There was an unspoken code of behavior among
Afghans at the flea market: You greeted the guy across
the aisle, you invited him for a bite of potato bolani or a
little qabuli, and you chatted.

108 |Qiyamat 17 PG 17 He told us one day that Islam considered drinking a

terrible sin; those who drank would answer for their sin

on the day of Qiyamat, Judgment Day.
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109

Qurma

53

ngvsn

56

The wives and daughters served dinner-rice, kofta, and

chicken qurma-at sundown.

110

Quwat

44

Uamuin

48

- “I'll ask the president to do what the king didn’t have
the quwat to do. To rid Afghanistan of all the dirty,

kasseef Hazaras.”

111

Rafig

123

29 A

130

The rafigs, the comrades, were everywhere and they’d
split Kabul into two groups: those who eavesdropped

and those who didn’t.

112

Ramadan

47

TANNZ)AU

50

On Eid, the three days of celebration after the holy
month of Ramadan, Kabulis dressed in their best and

newest clothes and visited their families.

MILUTNRE: 13120

113

Roussi

126

&g

133

The Russian soldier said something to Karim, a smile
creasing his lips. “Agha sahib,” Karim said, “these
Roussi are not like us. They understand nothing about

respect, honor.”

114

Rubab

133

JUNL

140

And music, some thing old and familiar, | think it's Ya

Mowlah on rubab strings.
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115

Rupia

81

86

“Arupia each, children. Just one rupia each and | will
part the curtain of truth.” The old man sits against a

mud wall.

116

Sabzi challow

187

AT TANND

196

A MONTH AFTER THE WEDDING, the Taheris, Sharif,
his wife Suzy, and several of Soraya’s aunts came over
to our apartment for dinner. Soraya made sabzi

challow-white rice with spinach and lamb.

117

Salaam alaykum

49

TN DNATAN

52

“Salaam alaykum,” Hassan said uncertainly. He gave a
polite tip of the head, but his eyes sought his father
behind him.

whila: anin azduny

118

Saratan

15

BATIENLS

15

“I think | have saratan,” | said. Cancer. Baba lifted his

head from the pages flapping in the breeze.

119

Sawl-e=Nau

369

413

The previous Thursday, the first day of spring, had
been the Afghan New Year’'s Day-the Sawl-e-Nau-and
Afghans in the Bay Area had planned celebrations

throughout the East Bay and the peninsula.
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120 |Seh-parcha 369 |30 417  |"Hold this,” | said. | gave my cup of tea to Soraya. |
excused myself and walked over to the kite stand, my
shoes squishing on the wet grass. | pointed to a yellow
seh-parcha.

121 |Shahnamah 31 FARUINT 33 Hassan’s favorite book by far was the Shahnamah, the
tenth-century epic of ancient Persian heroes.

122 |Shalwar-kameez| 323 qmsﬁ’]m’]ﬁf AN 340 |My roommates’ families-old women in bright shalwar-

\ia kameezes, children, men wearing skullcaps-shuffled
noisily in and out of the room.

123 [Shari'a 250 |13euHf 264  |Farid was first on- the list of preparations Rahim Khan

and | made, a list that included exchanging dollars for
Kaldar and Afghani bills, my garment and pakol-
ironically, I'd never worn either when I'd actually lived in
Afghanistan—the Polaroid of Hassan and Sohrab, and,
finally, perhaps the most important item: an artificial
beard, black and chest length, Shari’a friendly-or at

least the Taliban version of Shari’a.
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124 |Sherjangi 21 CRHENG 21 IN SCHOOL, we used to play a game called Sherjangi,
or “Battle of the Poems.”

125 |Shia 8 |unedazi 8  |Like Ali, she was a Shi'a Muslim and an ethnic Hazara. |sndiitudine«: dnefiayd

126 |Shirini=khori 183 |Woasi-1d7 192 |ACCORDING TO TRADITION, Soraya’s family would
have thrown the engagement party the Shirini-khori-or
“Eating of the Sweets” ceremony.

127 |Shorawi 121 1377 128  |Karim was a people smuggler--it was a pretty lucrative
business then, driving people out of Shorawi-occupied
Kabul to the relative safety of Pakistan.

128 |Shorwa 186 Ggﬂ 196 - She gave him his pain pills, washed his clothes, read
him the international section of the newspaper every
afternoon, She cooked his favorite dish, potato shorwa,
though he could scarcely eat more than a few
spoonfuls, and took him out every day for a brief walk
around the block.

258  |193591 271

- A SHORT WHILE LATER, Maryam and her mother

brought two steaming bowls of vegetable shorwa and
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two loaves of bread. "I'm sorry we can't offer you meat,”

Wahid said. "Only the Taliban can afford meat now."

b

129 |Sunni 10 [Hnneguil 10  |The book said part of the reason Pashtuns had suRing~: dnnesguil
oppressed the Hazaras was that Pashtuns were Sunni
Muslims, while Hazaras were Shi’a.
130 |Surrahs 188 |1iaFIN 197 |A mullah chanted surrahs from the Koran into a TTLTUNREI: ?Li’]tﬁr
microphone. Wil WNT9eIT0dnaas:
A o | o o
sﬂ@L?ﬂﬂUVlLLﬁl@:ﬁU‘VﬂuﬁNﬂ?
AT 7871
131 |Tabla 67 NABANNILAN 71 The immensely popular Ahmad Zahir had

revolutionized Afghan music and outraged the purists
by adding electric guitars, drums, and horns to the
traditional tabla and harmonium; on stage or at parties,
he shirked the austere and nearly morose stance of
older singers and actually smiled when he sang-

sometimes even at women.
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132

Tajik

248

FNINIAN

262

He was a Tajik, a lanky, dark man with a weather-
beaten face, narrow shoulders, and a long neck
punctuated by a protruding Adam’s apple that only
peeked from behind his beard when he turned his

head.

133

Tandoor

221

LANAULENYIUAT

235

We'd gone to Dadkhoda’s Kabob House afterward,
across from Cinema Park, had lamb kabob with freshly

baked naan from the tandoor.

134

Tar

54

Anerinu

56

We spent hours every day shaving bamboo for the
center and cross spars, cutting the thin tissue paper
which made for easy dipping and recovery and then,

of course, we had to make our own string, or tar.

135

Tashakor

50

PNdIIART

54

He muttered something | didn’t understand. | put my
ear to his mouth. He whispered it again. “Tashakor.”

Thank you.

136

Toophan agha

13

AU AR

13

[t was Rahim Khan who first referred to him as what

eventually became Baba’s famous nickname, Toophan
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agha, or “Mr. Hurricane.”

137

Topeh chasht

265

NIRRT

279

It was from those mountains that | remember the firing

of the Topeh chasht, the “noon cannon.”

138

Wah wah

91

97

“Congratulations,” Kaka Homayoun said. His first wife,
the one with the warts, clapped her hands. “Wah wah,

Amir jan, we're all so proud of you!” she said.

139

Yateem

274

A
NN

288

“More than we have room for. About two hundred and

fifty,” Zaman said over his shoulder. “But they’re not all
yateem. Many of them have lost their fathers in the war,
and their mothers can’t feed them because the Taliban

don’t allow them to work.

140

Yelda

155

%
bEIAMN

163

In Afghanistan, yelda is the first night of the month of
Jadi, the first night of winter, and the longest night of

the year.

141

Zakat

17

AN9LEANANIL 1179

A '
NLTEINAN TENH

17

- He lectured us about the virtues of zakat and the duty
of hadj; he taught us the intricacies of performing the

five daily namaz prayers, and made us memorize
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verses from the Koran-and though he never translated
the words for us, he did stress, sometimes with the help
of a stripped willow branch, that we had to pronounce

the Arabic words correctly so God would hear us

better.
197  [Fenm 208 |- "Please, no nazr, Khala jan,"l said, kissing her face.
"Just do zakat, give the money to someone in need,
okay? No sheep killing."
142 |Zendagi migzara 152 L;ﬁumﬁ”ﬁﬂmm 159  |General Taheri managed a simultaneously sad and

polite smile, heaved a sigh, and gently patted Baba’s
shoulder. “Zendagi migzara,” he said. Life goes on.

He turned his eyes to me.
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