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Kangsadarn Suchare : The Royal Thai Navy Procurement and Thailand's
Balancing Act After The 2014 Coup.. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. CHOOKIAT
PANASPORNPRASIT, Ph.D.

This research paper analyzes the influence of great power countries such
as the US and China in 21 century especially after Thailand's Coup in 2014 as an
external factor, and Thailand’s hedging strategy as an internal factor in keeping
balance between the hegemonic influence which affects the Royal Thai Navy (RTN)
arms procurement. The research paper consults with Evelyn Goh's “Hedging
concept” and concept of “Procurement Diplomacy” in order to study if RTN arms
procurement is used as means to keep balance between the US and China.
By analyzing the US and China’s White Papers, Thai foreign policy, procurement
laws, rules, methods and also interviewing the RTN officers involved with arms
procurement, the research paper argues that the G-to-G RTN arms procurement is
one of the means that the Thai government uses to balance influence between
the US and China, affecting the RTN capabilities due to varieties of weapons from

different countries.
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