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SUTISA SUKCHOT : THE CONFLICT OF LAWS RELATING TO
TESTAMENTARY DISPOSITIONS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF.
CHUMPORN PACHUSANOND, Ph.D. 170 pp. ISBN 974-03-0990-9.

There are 2 systems relating to testamentary dispositions under conflict of laws
rule. One is scission system and the other is unitary system. Both systems determine
connecting factors as instrument for finding applicable law, such as domicile,
nationality, lex situs, lex loci actus, choice of law. Domestic laws are different for each
country depend on different legal thinking on testamentary dispositions. Therefore,
comparative study on conflict of laws relating to testamentary dispositions is important

and allows us to know what should be the appropriate system for Thailand.

Under the Conflict of Laws Act B.E. 2481, Article 37,39-42 stipulated that
testamentary dispositions on movable property is determined by Lex domicilii and
immovable property is determined by Lex rei sitae. However these stipulations can not
be apply to some cases arising from testament such as testamentary guardian
appointment. Besides, Thai conflict of laws rule does not recognize choice of law in
case of testament. Briefly, connecting factors depend only on objective element but not

subjective.

Consequently, Thai conflict of laws rule relating to testamentary dispositions
should be amended by adding more connecting factors, especially. the recognition of

the principle of autonomy of will.

Field of study............. Laws...oovviiiiiiiieen Student's signature............coiiiiiinn.
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® Viktor Knapp, ed. Nation reports j/k V.1 (Paris: The Hague, 1976), p. J-21.

" Viktor Knapp, ed. Nation reports I/m V.1 (Paris: The Hague, 1976), pp. M98-M102.

® Viktor-Knapp, ed.-Nation reports s V.1 (Paris: The Hague; 1976), pp. S169-S170.

® Viktor Knapp, ed. Nation reports g/h V.1 (Paris: The Hague, 1976), p. G58.

" Viktor Knapp, ed. Nation reports n/o V.1 (Paris: The Hague, 1976), p. N25-N26.

" Viktor Knapp, ed. Nation reports e/f V.1 (Paris: The Hague, 1976), p. E-17.

" Viktor Knapp, ed. Nation reports a V.1 (Paris: The Hague, 1976), p. A-15.

" Ibid., p.A-84.
" Vojislav M. Grol, " The condition of aliens and conflict of laws in the Yugoslav

law of succession, " AJCL V.9 (spring 1960): 250.
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" Article 44, paragraph 1 : " The law of the place where hereditary property is
located at the time of death of the person whose estate is involved, governs the from of
the testament.”

" Article 45 "The same law of location governs:

(a) The capacity of the heir or legatee to inherit:;

(b) The validity and effects of the testament;

(c) The hereditary titles and rights;

(d) The existence and proportion of the legitime;

(e) The existence and amount of the available assests;

(f) Infine, everything relative to the legitime or testamentary estate."
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' The Bustamante Code of 1928, Article 144 " Successions, both intestate and
testamentary, including the order of descent, the quantum of the rights of descent and

the intrinsic validity of the provisions, shall be governed, except as hereinafter provided,
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Regarding Inheritance and Administration of Estatesof 1934 )
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by the personal law of the person from whom the rights are derived, whatever may be

the nature of the estate and place where it is found."
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" The Nordic Convention of 1934, "Article1 paragraph 1 " If a national of one of
the contracting-States was; at-the time of his-death, domiciled in.another contracting
State, the right of inheritance shall’ be determined by the laws of the state in which he
had his domicile. Nevertheless, should the deceased, at the time of his death, not have
been domiciled foe five years in that State......

" The Nordic Convention of 1934 , Article 13 paragraph 2 " [t ]he right to make,
in respect of immovable property, testamentary dispositions creating a trust or other
dispositions in favour of unborn children shall also be determined by the law of the state

in which the property in question is situated."
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" the Rome Convention on the Law Applicable to Contractual Obligations

Article 9 - Formal validity

1. A contract concluded between persons who are in the same country is formally valid
if it satisfies the formal requirements of the law which governs it under this Convention or
of the law of the country where it is concluded.

2. A contract concluded between persons who are in different countries is formally valid
if it satisfies the formal requirements of the law which governs it under this Convention or
of the law of one of those countries.

3. Where a contract is concluded by an agent, the country in which the agent acts is
the relevant country for the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2.

4. An act intended to have legal effect relating to an existing or contemplated contract
is formally valid if it satisfies the formal requirements of the law which under this
Convention governs or would govern the contract or of the law of the country where the
act was done.

5. The provisions of the preceding paragraphs shall not apply to a contract to which
Article 5 applies, concluded in the circumstances described in paragraph 2 of Article 5.
The formal validity.of such a contract is govemed by-the-law-of the country in which the
consumer has his habitual residence.

6. Notwithstanding-paragraphs-1.to 4 of this Article, a contract the subject matter of
which is a right in immovable property or a right to use immovable property shall be
subject to the mandatory requirements of form of the law of the country where the
property is situated if by that law those requirements are imposed irrespective of the
country where the contract is concluded and irrespective of the law governing the

contract.
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* EGBGB A24 (3) Vorlaufige Mafdregeln sowie der Inhalt der Betreuung und der
angeordneten Vormundschaft und Pflegschaft unterliegen dem Recht des anordnenden
Staates.
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- Hague Conference on Private International Law Applicable to Maintenance
Obligations in Respect of Children 1956

- Convention on Civil Procedure. 1954

- Convention on the Conflictof laws Relating to the from of Testamentary
Dispositions 1961

- Convention Abolishing the Requirement of Legalization for Foreign Public
Documents 1961

- Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial Documents in
Civil or Commercial Matters 1965

- Convention on the Law Applicable to Maintenance Obligation 1973

* Horei , Article3 " [Legal Capacity]

(1) The legal capacity of a person shall be governed by his or her national law.
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(2) Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, where an alien has performed a
juristic act in Japan and where that person is of full capacity under Japanese law,

that alien shall-be regarded as of full capacity.

(3) The preceding paragraph shall not apply either to a juristic act governed by
family law or succession law or to a juristic act regarding immovables situated
abroad. Tﬂ?m@u Chin Kim, "New Japanese private international law : The 1990

Horei, " AJCL 40 ( Winter 1992 ) : 1-2.

® Swiss Federal Statute on Private International Law , Article 94 Capacity to dispose "
A person is capable of disposing mortis causa if, at the time of the disposition, he
possesses such capacity under the law of the state of his domicile or of his habitual

residence, or under the law of one of the states of which he is national."
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6CHAPTER | — SCOPE OF THE CONVENTION : Article 1
(1) This Convention-determines the law applicable to-succession-to the estates of
deceased persons.
(2) The Gonvention-does not apply to —
a) the form of dispositions of property upon death;
b) capacity to dispose of property upon death;
c) issues pertaining to matrimonial property;
d) property rights, interests or assets created or transferred otherwise than by
succession, such as in joint ownership with right of survival, pension plans, insurance

contracts, or arrangements of a similar nature.
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NW1N® Lord Romilly 14nanlunfdn am of opinion that the legacy to the daughter,
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65

o L%

Pl uRdenssuiAv eI lunsNariunnednsan Aafiazianguaneiuun g

I

n.2 asnsnguanesn livAueestsrmaaniesiang

Yo a o =3 1

1221AUAINNANNN TN FUN TN suA LU I A NA Nz aaan weT L

a

o

MUY

%

Avenssuwiu na1aAe wnnindusaniudansunindiluldmungmunand

u

a o ] o o 9

Bntiansn widnindusaniduedwsunindiduldainnguung o anunsaning

©32p

o %

wsindnaenaadesiulienatmnldmndngiufuenssaiuiifyaes

aa

TnefififiuAnaRAINAINIIDANNANINYAAASITNAT NAIIADRAWIAT
o A o ?/ a o o Y o ?.’/ dl o ye v ! dl o
nUNIEUATIRAedARFNLEENNAULA LY Asiunguuaafazinan R unnguanaiiniuue

b2 v
o

o = S 10 | EEAN = ° = L
ANTUTLAZAAFILBENITUANNN ' W lunatensinnindusanidunisninuaNeulafiulan
?\// . dl o | o ::ll %’/ o s Y o <
AARATIS (Mmortmain) mmmlummmmguma U anaunsaningun lgiudssiiuanny

o %

ANNINTBNE LN TNasN luaden gl

1. Aansvngunienn lduinsainsdaiuuiangunnsvesdssmaluszuuilszang

NOUNE

2.1 UsenAlasui

AINAINITTRIE U T NI TN TIuRa NN UNI e N R LA ua 1
nsianizd Widuldaungudigle winanus luiesaeinisiiidendfiFssudnaniam

Taieesuiuazn e Aty aAresigan el EGBGB N1men 25" TiAamunlidn niaan

° Albert A. Ehrenzweig, Ehrenzweig on conflict of laws a treaties on conflict

of laws ( London : West Publishing Company,1962 ), p.668.

10 . . . . .
Walter Breslauer, The private international law of succession in England,

American and Germany (London : Sweet & Maxwell , 1937), p. 97.

" EGBGB Artikel 25. Rechtsnachfolge von Todes wegen.
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(1) Die Rechtsnachfolge von Todes wegen unterliegt dem Recht des Staates, dem der
Erblasser im Zeitpunkt seines Todes angehorte.
(2) Der Erblasser kann fiir im Inland belegenes unbewegliches Vermogen in der Form

einer Verfugung von Todes wegen deutsches Recht wahlen.
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" Horei ,A27(1) [Wills] (1) The formation and effect of a will shall be governed
by the national law of the testator at the time of the will’s creation.

“Albert A. Ehrenzweig; Sueo lkehara and Norman Jensen, American-Japanese

private international law : Bilateral studies in privete international law, No.12 (NY:

Oceana Publications, 1964), p. 45.

** Horei, Article 28 Article 28 [National Law]

(1) Where a person has two or more nationalities, the national law shall be the law of
the place of habitual residence from among those states in which he or she has
nationality. Where there is no such country, the national law shall be the law of the
state with which he or she is most closely connected. However, where the person
has Japanese nationality among his or her nationalities, Japanese law shall be the

national law.

(2) In-the case where national law shall govern but the party has no nationality, the
law of that person’s habitual residence shall govern, except in cases where Article
14 (including its application with necessary modifications (mutatis mutandis)under

Articles 15(1) and 16) or Article 21 is applicable.

(3) Where a person has nationality in a state where the law differs by region, the
national law shall be the law indicated by the rules of that state, and otherwise the

law of the region with which that party is most closely connected.
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*! Swiss Federal Statute on Private International Law JArticle 90 [Last domicile in
Switzerland]
1.The succession of a person who had his last domicile in Switzerland is governed by
Swiss Law.
2. Nevertheless, a foreigner may, by testament or testamentary pact, submit his
succession to the law of one of the states of which he is a national. Such choice is
ineffective if, at the time of his death, the disposer no longer retained that nationality or
had aquired the Swiss-nationality."

?? Swiss Federal Statute on Private International Law JArticle 91 [Last domicile in
foreign state]
"1.The succession of a person who had his last domicile outside Switzerland is governed
by the law designated by the conflicts rules of the state in which the deceased was
domiciled.
2.To the extent that the Swiss judicial or administrative authorities have jurisdiction under
Article 87, the succession of Swiss deceased who had his last domicile in a foreign
country is governed by Swiss law, unless the deceased has, by testament or

testamentary pact, provided expressly for the application of the law of his last domicile."
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NUIATN5 WATHINTI6 . AUFUNIRIIAEATGY” A person may designate

P M. North, General course on private international law (1990 1), p.278.

* Article? "(1) Subject to Article 6, the applicable law under Articles 3 and 5,
paragraph 1, governs the whole of the estate of the deceased wherever the assets are
located.

(2) This law governs —
a) the determination of the heirs, devisees and legatees, the respective shares of those
persons and the obligations imposed upon them by the deceased, as well as other
succession rights arising by reason of death including provision by a court or other
authority out of the estate of the deceased in favour of persons close to the deceased,
b) disinheritance and disqualification by conduct;
c) any obligation to restore or account for gifts, advancements or legacies when
determining the shares of heirs, devisees or legatees;
d) the disposable part of the estate, indefeasible interests and other restrictions on
dispositions of property-upon death;
e) the material validity of testamentary dispositions.
(3) Paragraph 2 does not precludethe application.in-a Contracting State of the law
applicable under this Convention to other matters which are considered by that State to
be governed by the law of succession.

* Article5
(1) A person may designate the law of particular State to govern the succession to the
whole of his estate. The designation will be effective only if at the time of the designation
or of his death such person was a national of that State or had his habitual residence

there.
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(2) This designation shall be expressed in a statement made in accordance with the
formal requirements for dispositions of property upon death. The existence and material
validity of the act of designation are governed by the law designated. If under that law
the designation is invalid , the law governing the succession is determined under
Article3.
(3) The revocation of such a designation by its maker shall comply with the rules as to
form applicable to the revocation of dispositions of property upon death.
(4)For the purpase-of this Article; a-designation of the-applicable law, in the absence
of an express contrary provision by the deceased , is to be construed as governing
succession to-the whole of the estate of the deceased, is to be construed-as governing
succession to the whole of the estate of the deceased whether he died interstate or
wholly or partially testate.

* Article6 "A person may designate the law of one or more State to govern the
succession to particular assets in his estate . However, any such designation is without
prejudice to the application of the mandatory rules of the applicable according to Article

3 or Article 5, paragraph1."
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“Construction of a will shall'not be altered by reason of any change in the testator’s

domicile after the execution of the will”

winlsannluad Philipson-Stow V. Inland Revenue Comrs (1960) Taeili
AR Lord Dunning Txnanaldan “If a question arises as to the interpretation of the will
and it should appear that the testator has changed his domicil between making his will

and his death, his will may fall to be construed according to the law of his domicil at the

* Martin Wolff , Private international law, 2" (London : Oxford at the Clarendon

Press, 1952), p.590.
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nan21491 “As to the form of the testament. The jurisprudence of the Continent wisely,
justly and philosophically allows an option to a testator to adopt either (a) the form
required by the lex loci actus; or (b) the form required by the lex domicilii. The adoption
of either form is, as jurists-say, facultative not imperative, though the general maxim be
locus regit actum. England and the north American United States unwisely, arbitrarily
and unphilosophically compel the testator to adopt the form prescribed by the lex

C e 39
domicilii,

*G.C. Chershire, Private international law : Low priced , 6"ed. (London :

Oxford University press), pp.568-569.

% Phillimore, Commentaries upon international law, IV, pp.627-628 #19lng G.C.

Cheshire. Private international law. Low-priced ,6" ed. The English language book

Society and Oxford University Press
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“ Section1 “Every will and other testamentary instrument made out of the United
Kingdom by a British subject ( whatever may be the domicil of such person at the time
of making the same or at the time of his or her death) shall as regards personal estate
be held to be well executed for the purpose of being admitted in England and Ireland to

probate, and in Scotland to confirmation ’if the same be made according to the forms

required by

(i) the law of the place where the same was made : or

(ii) the law-of the place where-such-person was domiciled when the same was
made ; or

(iii) the laws then in force in the part of the Majesty ‘s dominions where he has his

domicil of origin
Section2 “ Every will made within the United Kingdom by any British subject ( whatever
may be his domicil at the time of execution or of death ) shall be formally valid as
regards personal estate if executed according to the forms requires by the laws for the

rime being in force in that part of the United Kingdom where the same is made “
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mmw;uéluﬁﬂ@:fgu Conference on Uniform State Laws A¢ldaualuios
PRIUULUUINTEINTIUI1 “ A last sill and testament < executed without this state in the
mode prescribed by the law ', either of the place where executed or of the testator ’ s
domicil, shall be deemed to be legally executed , and shall be of the same force and
effect as if executed in the mode prescribed by the laws of this state’, provided said last

will and testament is in.writing and subscribed by the testator “

naandaianeteiszguininaigndirseresanigednildiueinan

*" Robert A. Leflar, The law of conflict of laws ( NY : The new Bobb-Merrill, 1959),
p.186.
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“EJ. Cohn, " Conflict of laws" . Manual of german law ,Volume Il ( London :
Oceana Publications Publictions, 1971), pp.156-157.
“ Chim Kim, " New japanese private international law : The 1990 Horei ".

AJCL V.40, pp.11-12.

* Horei , Article 34(2) [Maintenance Obligations and Formalities of Wills] "
(2) The provisions of this Statute shall not apply to the formalities of wills, except as
provided by the main clause of Article 28(2), Article 29(1), the main clause of Article
30, and Article 31"
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Convention on the Conflicts of Laws relating to the form of Testamentary N3N

(Fananasnadn Hague Convention 1961 Waz The Washington Convention 1973
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* Swiss Federal Statute on Private International Law, Article 93 [Form] "1. The
validity of testaments as to form is governed by the Hague Convention of 5 October
1961 on the Conflict of Laws Relating to the Form of Testamentary Dispositions.
2.This Convention applies by analogy to the form of other dispositions mortis causa"

“Article1 "A testamentary disposition: shall be valid-as regards form if its form
complies with the internal law:

a) of the place where the testator made:it, or

b) of a nationality possessed by the testator, either at the time when he made the
disposition, or at the time of his death ,or

c) of the place in which the testator , either had his domicile either at the time when he
made the disposition, or at the time of his death , or

d) of the place in which the testator had his habitual residence either at the time when
he time the disposition , or at the time of his death , or

e) so far as immovables are concerned, of the place where they are situated.
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For the purposes of the present Convention -, if a national law consists of a non 3unified
system, the'law-to be applied shall-be determined by-the rules in-force.in-that system
and , failing any such rules, by the most real connexion which the testator had with any
one of the various laws within that system. The determination of whether or not the
testator had his domicile in a particular place shall be governed by the law of that place.
“" Article 2 "Article 1 shall apply to testamentary dispositions revoking an earlier
testamentary disposition. The revocation shall also be valid as regards form if it
complies with any one of the laws according to the terms of which , under Article 1, the

testamentary disposition that has been revoked was valid."
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WULUWWSRTIRINGINAENIN " international wills " TUNT AANEMNATENITNANATNITUNN

“® Article 3 "The present Convention shall not affect any existing or future rules of
law in-Contracting-States which-recognize testamentary disposition made in compliance
with the formal requirements of a law other than a law referred to in the preceding
Articles."

“ Article 10 " Each Contracting State may reserve the right not to recognize
testamentary dispositions made orally, save in exceptional circumstances, by one of its
nationals possessing no other nationality."

* Article 7 The application of any of the laws declared applicable by the present

Convention may be refused only when it is manifestly contrary to "ordre public".
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°" Annex uniform law on-the-form. of an international will, Article 1
1. A will shall be valid as regards form, irrespective particularly of the place where it is
made, of the location of the assets and of the nationality, domicile or residence of the
testator, if it is made in the form of an international will complying with the provisions set

out in Articles 2 to 5 hereinafter.

2. The invalidity of the will as an international will shall not affect its formal validity as a will of

another kind.
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HAGUE CONFERENCE ON PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW
CONFERENCE DE LA HAYE DE DROIT INTERNATIONAL PRIVE
CONVENTION ON THE LAW APPLICABLE TO SUCCESSION TO THE ESTATES OF

DECEASED PERSONS
(Concluded on August 1st, 1989)

The States signatory to this Convention,

Desiring to establish common provisions concerning the law applicable to succession to
the estates of deceased persons,

Have resolved to conclude a Convention for this purpose and have agreed upon the

following provisions —

CHAPTER | — SCOPE OF THE CONVENTION

Article 1

(1) This Convention determines the law applicable to succession to the estates of
deceased persons.

(2) The Convention does not apply to —

a) the form of dispositions of property upon death;

b) capacity to dispose of property upon death;

c) issues pertaining to matrimonial property;

d) property rights, interests or assets created or transferred otherwise than by
succession, such as in joint ownership with right of survival, pension plans, insurance
contracts, or arrangements of'a similar nature.

Article 2

The Convention applies even'if the applicable law is that of a nhon-Contracting State.

CHAPTER Il — APPLICABLE LAW
Article 3
(1) Succession is governed by the law of the State in which the deceased at the time of

his death was habitually resident, if he was then a national of that State.
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(2) Succession is also governed by the law of the State in which the deceased at the
time of his death was habitually resident if he had been resident there for a period of no
less than five years immediately preceding his death. However, in exceptional
circumstances, if at the time of his death he was manifestly more closely connected with
the State of which he was then a national, the law of that State applies.

(3) In other cases succession is governed by the law of the State of which at the time of
his death the deceased was a national, unless at that time the deceased was more
closely connected with another State, in which case the law of the latter State applies.
Article 4

If the law applicable according to Article 3 is that of a non-Contracting State, and if the
choice of law rules of that State designate, with respect to the whole or part of the
succession, the law of another non-Contracting State which would apply its own law, the
law of the latter State applies.

Article 5

(1) A person may designate the law of a particular State to govern the succession to the
whole of his estate. The designation will be effective only if at the time of the designation
or of his death such person was a national of that State or had his habitual residence
there.

(2) This designation shall be expressed in a statement made in accordance with the
formal requirements for dispositions of property upon death. The existence and material
validity of the act of designation are governed by the law designated. If under that law
the designation is invalid, the law governing the suceession is determined under Article
3.

(3) The revocation of such a designation by its maker-shall comply with-the rules as to
form applicable to the revocation of dispositions of property upon death.

(4) For the purposes of this Article, a designation of the applicable law, in the absence
of an express contrary provision by the deceased, is to be construed as governing
succession to the whole of the estate of the deceased whether he died intestate or
wholly or partially testate.

Article 6
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A person may designate the law of one or more States to govern the succession to
particular assets in his estate. However, any such designation is without prejudice to the
application of the mandatory rules of the law applicable according to Article 3 or Article
5, paragraph 1.

Article 7

(1) Subject to Article 6, the applicable law under Articles 3 and 5, paragraph 1, governs
the whole of the estate of the deceased wherever the assets are located.

(2) This law governs —

a) the determination of the heirs, devisees and legatees, the respective shares of those
persons and the obligations imposed upon them by the deceased, as well as other
succession rights arising by reason of death including provision by a court or other
authority out of the estate of the deceased in favour of persons close to the deceased,;
b) disinheritance and disqualification by conduct;

c) any obligation to restore or account for gifts, advancements or legacies when
determining the shares of heirs, devisees or legatees;

d) the disposable part of the estate, indefeasible interests and other restrictions on
dispositions of property upon death;

e) the material validity of testamentary dispositions.

(3) Paragraph 2 does not preclude the application in a Contracting State of the law
applicable under this Convention to other matters which are considered by that State to

be governed by the law of succession.

CHAPTER Il = AGREEMENTS AS TO SUCCESSION

Article 8

For the purposes of this Chapter an agreement as to succession is an agreement
created in writing or resulting from mutual wills which, with or without consideration,
creates, varies or terminates rights in the future estate or estates of one or more persons
parties to such agreement.

Article 9

(1) Where the agreement involves the estate of one person only, its material validity, the

effects of the agreement, and the circumstances resulting in the extinction of the effects,
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are determined by the law which under Article 3 or 5, paragraph 1, would have been
applicable to the succession to the estate of that person if that person had died on the
date of the agreement.

(2) If under that law the agreement is invalid, it is nevertheless valid if it is valid under the
law which at the time of death is the law applicable to the succession to the estate of
that person according to Article 3 or 5, paragraph 1. The same law then governs the
effects of the agreement and the circumstances resulting in the extinction of the effects.
Article 10

(1) Where the agreement involves the estates of more than one person, the agreement is
materially valid only if it is so valid under all the laws which, according to Article 3 or 5,
paragraph 1, would have governed the succession to the estates of all those persons if
each such person had died on the date of the agreement.

(2) The effects of the agreement and the circumstances resulting in the extinction of the
effects are those recognized by all of those laws.

Article 11

The parties may agree by express designation to subject the agreement, so far as its
material validity, the effects of the agreement, and the circumstances resulting in the
extinction of the effects are concerned, to the law of a State in which the person or any
one of the persons whose future estate is involved has his habitual residence or of which
he is a national at the time of the conclusion of the agreement.

Article 12

(1) The material validity of an‘agreement valid under-the law applicable according to
Article 9, 10 or 11 may not be contested on the ground that the agreement would be
invalid under the law applicable according to Article-3.or 5, paragraph-1.

(2) However, the application of the law applicable according to Article 9, 10 or 11 shall
not affect the rights of anyone not party to the agreement who under the law applicable
to the succession by virtue of Article 3 or 5, paragraph 1, has an indefeasible interest in
the estate or another right of which he cannot be deprived by the person whose estate is

in question.

CHAPTER IV — GENERAL PROVISIONS
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Article 13

Where two or more persons whose successions are governed by different laws die in
circumstances in which it is uncertain in what order their deaths occurred, and where
those laws provide differently for this situation or make no provision at all, none of the
deceased persons shall have any succession rights to the other or others.

Article 14

(1) Where a trust is created in a disposition of property upon death, the application to
the succession of the law determined by the Convention does not preclude the
application of another law to the trust.

Conversely, the application to a trust of its governing law does not preclude the
application to the succession of the law governing succession by virtue of the
Convention.

(2) The same rules apply by analogy to foundations and corresponding institutions
created by dispositions of property upon death.

Article 15

The law applicable under the Convention does not affect the application of any rules of
the law of the State where certain immovables, enterprises or other special categories of
assets are situated, which rules institute a particular inheritance regime in respect of
such assets because of economic, family or social considerations.

Article 16

Where under the law applicable by virtue of the Convention there is no heir, devisee or
legatee under a disposition of property upon death,-and no physical person is an heir by
operation of law, the application of the law so determined does not preclude a State or
an entity appointed thereto by that State from appropriating the assets of the estate that
are situated in its territory.

Article 17

In this Convention, and subject to Article 4, law means the law in force in a State other
than its choice of law rules.

Article 18
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The application of any of the laws determined by the Convention may be refused only
where such application would be manifestly incompatible with public policy (ordre
public).

Article 19

(1) For the purposes of identifying the law applicable under this Convention, where a
State comprises two or more territorial units, each of which has its own system of law or
its own rules of law in respect of succession, the provisions of this Article apply.

(2) If there are rules in force in such a State identifying which law among the laws of the
two or more units is to apply in any circumstance for which this Article provides, the law
of that unit applies. In the absence of such rules the following paragraphs of this Article
apply.

(3) For the purposes of any reference in this Convention, or any designation by the
deceased pursuant to this Convention,

a) the law of the State of the habitual residence of the deceased at the time of
designation or of his death means the law of that unit of the State in which at the relevant
time the deceased had his habitual residence;

b) the law of the State of the nationality of the deceased at the time of designation or of
his death means the law of that unit of the State in which at the relevant time the
deceased had his habitual residence, and in the absence of such an habitual
residence, the law of the unit with which he had his closest connection.

(4) For the purposes of any reference in this Convention, the law of the State of closest
connection means the law of that unit of the State with which the deceased was most
closely connected.

(5) Subject to Article 6, for the purposes of any designation pursuant tothis Convention
whereby the deceased designates the law of a unit of the State of which at the time of
designation or of his death

a) he was a national, that designation is valid only if at some time he had had an habitual
residence in, or in the absence of such an habitual residence, a close connection with,

that unit;
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b) he was not a national, the designation is valid only if he then had his habitual
residence in that unit, or, if he was not then habitually resident in that unit but was so
resident in that State, he had had an habitual residence in that unit at some time.

(6) For the purposes of any designation under Article 6 with regard to particular assets
whereby the deceased designates the law of a State, it is presumed that, subject to
evidence of contrary intent, the designation means the law of each unit in which the
assets are situated.

(7) For the purposes of Article 3, paragraph 2, the required period of residence is
attained when the deceased for the five years immediately preceding his death had his
residence in that State, notwithstanding that during that period he resided in more than
one of the units of that State. When the period has been attained, and the deceased had
an habitual residence in that State at that time, but no habitual residence in any
particular unit of that State, the applicable law is the law of that unit in which the
deceased last resided, unless at that time he had a closer connection with another unit
of the State, in which case the law of the latter unit applies.

Article 20

For purposes of identifying the law applicable under this Convention, where a State has
two or more legal systems applicable to the succession of deceased persons for
different categories of persons, any reference to the law of such State shall be
construed as referring to the legal system determined by the rules in force in that State.
In the absence of such rules, the reference shall be construed as referring to the legal
system with which the deceased had the closest connection.

Article 21

A Contracting State in which different.systems of law-or sets of rules of law apply to
succession shall not be bound to apply the rules of the Convention to conflicts solely
between the laws of such different systems or sets of rules of law.

Article 22

(1) The Convention applies in a Contracting State to the succession of any person

whose death occurs after the Convention has entered into force for that State.
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(2) Where at a time prior to the entry into force of the Convention in that State the
deceased has designated the law applicable to his succession, that designation is to be
considered valid there if it complies with Article 5.

(3) Where at a time prior to the entry into force of the Convention in that State the parties
to an agreement as to succession have designated the law applicable to that
agreement, that designation is to be considered valid there if it complies with Article 11.
Article 23

(1) The Convention does not affect any other international instrument to which
Contracting States are or become Parties and which contains provisions on matters
governed by this Convention, unless a contrary declaration is made by the States
Parties to such instrument.

(2) Paragraph 1 of this Article also applies to uniform laws based on special ties of a
regional or other nature between the States concerned.

Article 24

(1) Any State may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, make any of the following reservations —

a) that it will not apply the Convention to agreements as to succession as defined in
Article 8, and therefore that it will not recognize a designation made under Article 5 if the
designation is not expressed in a statement made in accordance with the requirements
for a testamentary disposition;

b) that it will not apply Article 4;

c) that it will not recognize‘a designation made under Article 5 by a person who, at the
time of his death, was not or was no_longer either a national of, or habitually resident in,
the State whose law he had designated, but at that time was a national-of and habitually
resident in the reserving State;

d) that it will not recognize a designation made under Article 5, if all of the following
conditions are met —

—the law of the State making the reservation would have been the applicable law under
Article 3 if there had been no valid designation made under Article 5,

— the application of the law designated under Article 5 would totally or very substantially

deprive the spouse or a child of the deceased of an inheritance or family provision to
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which the spouse or child would have been entitled under the mandatory rules of the law
of the State making this reservation,

—that spouse or child is habitually resident in or a national of that State.

(2) No other reservation shall be permitted.

(3) Any Contracting State may at any time withdraw a reservation which it has made; the
reservation shall cease to have effect on the first day of the month following the
expiration of three months after notification of the withdrawal.

CHAPTER V — FINAL CLAUSES

Article 25

(1) The Convention shall be open for signature by the States which were Members of the
Hague Conference on Private International Law at the time of its Sixteenth Session.

(2) It shall be ratified, accepted or approved and the instruments of ratification,
acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands, depositary of the Convention.

Article 26

(1) Any other State may accede to the Convention after it has entered into force in
accordance with Article 28, paragraph 1.

(2) The instrument of accession shall be deposited with the depositary.

Article 27

(1) If a State has two or more territorial units in which different systems of law are
applicable in relation to matters dealt with in this Convention, it may at the time of
signature, ratification, acceptance,-approval or accession declare that this Convention
shall extend to all of its territorial units or only to one or mare of them and may alter this
declaration by submitting another declaration at any-time.

(2) Any such declaration shall be notified to the depositary and shall state expressly the
territorial units to which the Convention applies.

(3) If a State makes no declaration under this Article, the Convention is to extend to all
territorial units of that State.

Article 28
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(1) The Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the
expiration of three months after the deposit of the third instrument of ratification,
acceptance or approval referred to in Article 25.

(2) Thereafter the Convention shall enter into force —

a) for each State ratifying, accepting or approving it subsequently, or acceding to it, on
the first day of the month following the expiration of three months after the deposit of its
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession;

b) for a territorial unit to which the Convention has been extended in conformity with
Article 27, on the first day of the month following the expiration of three months after the
notification referred to in that Article.

Article 29

After the entry into force of an instrument revising this Convention a State may only
become Party to the Convention as revised.

Article 30

(1) A State Party to this Convention may denounce it, or only Chapter Ill of the
Convention, by a notification in writing addressed to the depositary.

(2) The denunciation takes effect on the first day of the month following the expiration of
three months after the notification is received by the depositary. Where a longer period
for the denunciation to take effect is specified in the notification, the denunciation takes
effect upon the expiration of such longer period after the notification is received by the
depositary.

Article 31

The depositary shall notify the States Members of the Hague Conference on Private
International Law and the States which-have acceded.in accordance with Article 26 of
the following —

a) the signatures and ratifications, acceptances, approvals and accessions referred to
in Articles 25 and 26;

b) the date on which the Convention enters into force in accordance with Article 28;

c) the declarations referred to in Article 27;

d) the reservations and withdrawals of reservations referred to in Article 24;

e) the denunciations referred to in Article 30.
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In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto, have signed this
Convention.

Done at The Hague, on the 1st day of August 1989, in the English and French
languages, both texts being equally authentic, in a single copy which shall be deposited
in the archives of the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and of which a
certified copy shall be sent, through diplomatic channels, to each of the States Members
of the Hague Conference on Private International Law at the date of its Sixteenth

Session.
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HAGUE CONFERENCE ON PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW
CONFERENCE DE LA HAYE DE DROIT INTERNATIONAL PRIVE
CONVENTION ON THE CONFLICTS OF LAWS RELATING TO THE FORM OF
TESTAMENTARY DISPOSITIONS
(Concluded October 5, 1961)

The States signatory to the present Convention,

Desiring to establish common provisions on the conflicts of laws relating to the form of
testamentary dispositions,

Have resolved to conclude a Convention to this effect and have agreed upon the
following provisions:

Article 1

A testamentary disposition shall be valid as regards form if its form complies with the
internal law:

a) of the place where the testator made it, or

b) of a nationality possessed by the testator, either at the time when he made the
disposition, or at the time of his death, or

c) of a place in which the testator had his domicile either at the time when he made the
disposition, or at the time of his death, or

d) of the place in which the testator had his habitual residence either at the time when
he made the disposition, or at the time of his death, or

e) so far as immovables are concerned, of the place where they are situated.

For the purposes of the present Convention, if a national law consists of a non-unified
system, the law to be applied shall be determined by the rules in force in that system
and, failing any such rules, by the most'real'connexion which the testator had with any
one of the various laws within that system.

The determination of whether or not the testator had his domicile in a particular place
shall be governed by the law of that place.

Article 2

Article 1 shall apply to testamentary dispositions revoking an earlier testamentary

disposition.
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The revocation shall also be valid as regards form if it complies with any one of the laws
according to the terms of which, under Article 1, the testamentary disposition that has
been revoked was valid.

Article 3

The present Convention shall not affect any existing or future rules of law in Contracting
States which recognize testamentary dispositions made in compliance with the formal
requirements of a law other than a law referred to in the preceding Articles.

Article 4

The present Convention shall also apply to the form of testamentary dispositions made
by two or more persons in one document.

Article 5

For the purposes of the present Convention, any provision of law which limits the
permitted forms of testamentary dispositions by reference to the age, nationality or other
personal conditions of the testator, shall be deemed to pertain to matters of form. The
same rule shall apply to the qualifications that must be possessed by witnesses required
for the validity of a testamentary disposition.

Article 6

The application of the rules of conflicts laid down in the present Convention shall be
independent of any requirement of reciprocity.

The Convention shall be applied even if the nationality of the persons involved or the law
to be applied by virtue of the foregoing Articles is not that of a Contracting State.

Article 7

The application of any of the laws declared applicable by the present Convention may
be refused only when it is manifestly contrary to "ordre public".

Article 8

The present Convention shall be applied in all cases where the testator dies after its
entry into force.

Article 9

Each Contracting State may reserve the right, in derogation of the third paragraph of
Article 1, to determine in accordance with the lex fori the place where the testator had

his domicile.
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Article 10

Each Contracting State may reserve the right not to recognize testamentary dispositions
made orally, save in exceptional circumstances, by one of its nationals possessing no
other nationality.

Article 11

Each Contracting State may reserve the right not to recognize, by virtue of provisions of
its own law relating thereto, forms of testamentary dispositions made abroad when the
following conditions are fulfilled:

a) the testamentary disposition is valid as to form by reason only of a law solely
applicable because of the place where the testator made his disposition,

b) the testator possessed the nationality of the State making the reservation,

c) the testator was domiciled in the said State or had his habitual residence there, and
d) the testator died in a State other than that in which he had made his disposition.

This reservation shall be effective only as to the property situated in the State making the
reservation.

Article 12

Each Contracting State may reserve the right to exclude from the application of the
present Convention any testamentary clauses which, under its law, do not relate to
matters of succession.

Article 13

Each Contracting State may reserve the right, in derogation of Article 8, to apply the
present Convention only to testamentary dispositions. made after its entry into force.
Article 14

The present Convention shall be open for signature by the States represented at the
Ninth-Session of the Hague Conference on Private International Law.

It shall be ratified, and the instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands.

Article 15

The present Convention shall enter into force on the sixtieth day after the deposit of the

third instrument of ratification referred to in the second paragraph of Article 14.
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The Convention shall enter into force for each signatory State which ratifies
subsequently on the sixtieth day after the deposit of its instrument of ratification.

Article 16

Any State not represented at the Ninth Session of the Hague Conference on Private
International Law may accede to the present Convention after it has entered into force in
accordance with the first paragraph of Article 15. The instrument of accession shall be
deposited with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands.

The Convention shall enter into force for a State acceding to it on the sixtieth day after
the deposit of its instrument of accession.

Article 17

Any State may, at the time of signature, ratification or accession, declare that the
present Convention shall extend to all the territories for the international relations of
which it is responsible, or to one or more of them. Such a declaration shall take effect on
the date of entry into force of the Convention for the State concerned.

At any time thereafter, such extensions shall be notified to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Netherlands.

The Convention shall enter into force for the territories mentioned in such an extension
on the sixtieth day after the notification referred to in the preceding paragraph.

Article 18

Any State may, not later than the moment of its ratification oraccession, make one or
more of the reservations mentioned in Articles 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of the present
Convention. No other reservation shall be permitted.

Each Contracting State may also, when notifying an extension of the Convention in
accordance with Article 17, make one.or more of the-said reservations, with its effect
limited to all or some of the territories mentioned in the extension.

Each Contracting State may at any time withdraw a reservation it has made. Such a
withdrawal shall be notified to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands.

Such a reservation shall cease to have effect on the sixtieth day after the notification
referred to in the preceding paragraph.

Article 19
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The present Convention shall remain in force for five years from the date of its entry into
force in accordance with the first paragraph of Article 15, even for States which have
ratified it or acceded to it subsequently.

If there has been no denunciation, it shall be renewed tacitly every five years.

Any denunciation shall be notified to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands at
least six months before the end of the five year period.

It may be limited to certain of the territories to which the Convention applies.

The denunciation will only have effect as regards the State which has notified it. The
Convention shall remain in force for the other Contracting States.

Article 20

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands shall give notice to the States referred
to in Article 14, and to the States which have acceded in accordance with Article 16, of
the following:

a) the signatures and ratifications referred to in Article 14;

b) the date on which the present Convention enters into force in accordance with the
first paragraph of Article 15;

c) the accessions referred to in Article 16 and the date on which they take effect;

d) the extensions referred to in Article 17 and the date on which they take effect;

e) the reservations and withdrawals referred to in Article 18;

f) the denunciation referred to in the third paragraph of Article 19.

In withess whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have signed the
present Convention.

Done at The Hague the 5th October 1961, in French and in English, the French text
prevailing in case of divergence between the two texts, in a single copy which shall be
deposited in the archives of the Government of the Netherlands, and of which a certified
copy shall be sent, through the diplomatic channel, to each of the States represented at

the Ninth Session of the Hague Conference on Private International Law.
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Convention providing a Uniform Law on the Form of an International Will

(Washington. D.C., 26 October 1973)

The States signatory to the present Convention,

DESIRING to provide to a greater extent for the respecting of last wills by establishing
an additional form of will hereinafter to be called an "international will" which, if
employed, would dispense to some extent with the search for the applicable law;
HAVE RESOLVED to conclude a Convention for this purpose and have agreed upon the
following provisions:

Article |
1. Each Contracting Party undertakes that not later than six months after the date of
entry into force of this Convention in respect of that Party it shall introduce into its law the
rules regarding an international will set out in the Annex to this Convention.
2. Each Contracting Party may introduce the provisions of the Annex into its law either
by reproducing the actual text, or by translating it into its official language or languages.
3. Each Contracting Party may introduce into its law such further provisions as are
necessary to give the provisions of the Annex full effect in its territory.
4. Each Contracting Party shall submit to the Depositary Government the text of the rules
introduced into its national law in order to implement the provisions of this Convention.

Article I
1. Each Contracting Party shall implement the provisions of the Annex in its law, within
the period provided for in the preceding article, by designating the persons who, in its
territory, shall be authorized to act in connection with-international wills. It may also
designate as a person authorized to act with regard to its nationals its, diplomatic or
consular agents abroad insofar.as the local law does not prohibit it.
2. The Party shall notify such designation, as well as any modifications thereof, to the
Depositary Government.

Article Il
The capacity of the authorized person to act in connection with an international will, if
conferred in accordance with the law of a Contracting Party, shall be recognized in the

territory of the other Contracting Parties.
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Article IV
The effectiveness of the certificate provided for in Article 10 of the Annex shall be
recognized in the territories of all Contracting Parties.

Article V
1. The conditions requisite to acting as a witness of an international will shall be
governed by the law under which the authorized person was designated. The same rule
shall apply as regards an interpreter who is called upon to act.
2. Nonetheless no one shall be disqualified to act as a witness of an international will
solely because he is an alien.

Article VI
1. The signature of the testator, of the authorized person, and of the witnesses to an
internatonal will, whether on the will or on the certificate, shall be exempt from any
legalization or like formality.
2. Nonetheless, the competent authorities of any Contracting Party may, if necessary,
satisfy themselves as to the authenticity of the signature of the authorized person.

Article VIl
The safekeeping of an international will shall be governed by the law under which the
authorized person was designated.

Article VIII
No reservation shall-be admitted to this Convention or to its Annex.

Article IX
1. The present Convention:shall be open for signature at Washington from October 26,
1973, until December 31, 1974.
2. The Convention shall be subject to ratification.
3. Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Government of the United States
of America, which shall be the Depositary Government.

Article X
1. The Convention shall be open indefinitely for accession.
2. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Depositary Government.

Article XI
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1. The present Convention shall enter into force six months after the date of deposit of
the fifth instrument of ratification or accession with the Depositary Government.
2. In the case of each State which ratifies this Convention or accedes to it after the fifth
instrument of ratification or accession has been deposited, this Convention shall enter
into force six months after the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or accession.

Article XlI
1. Any Contracting Party may denounce this Convention by written notification to the
Depositary Government.
2. Such denunciation shall take effect twelve months from the date on which the
Depositary Government has reccived the notification, but such denunciation shall not
affect the validity of any will made during the period that the Convention was in effect for
the denouncing State.

Article Xl
1. Any State may, when it deposits its instrument of ratification or accession or at any
time thereafter, declare, by a notice addressed to the Depositary Government, that this
Convention shall apply to all or part of the territories for the international relations of
which it is responsible.
2. Such declaration shall have effect six months after the date on which the Depositary
Government shall have received notice thereof or, if at the end of such period the
Convention has notyet come into force, from the date of its entry into force.
3. Each Contracting Party which has made a declaration in accordance with paragraph
1 of this Article may, in accordance-with Article Xll, denounce this Convention in relation
to all or part of the territories concerned.

Article XIV
1. If a'State has two or moare territorial units in which different systems of law apply in
relation'to matters respecting the form of wills, it may at the time of signature, ratification,
or accession, declare that this Convention shall extend to all its territorial units or only to
one or more of them, and may modify its declaration by submitting another declaration
at any time.
2. These declarations shall be notified to the Depositary Government and shall state

expressly the territorial units to which the Convention applies.
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Article XV
If a Contracting Party has two or more territorial units in which different systems of law
apply in relation to matters respecting the form of wills, any reference to the internal law
of the place where the will is made or to the law under which the authorized person has
been appointed to act in connection with international wills shall be construed in
accordance with the constitutional system of the Party concerned.

Article XVI
1. The original of the present Convention, in the English, French, Russian and Spanish
languages, each version being equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Government of the United States of America, which shall transmit certified copies thereof
to each of the signatory and acceding States and to the International Institute for the
Unification of Private Law.
2. The Depositary Government shall give notice to the signatory and acceding States,
and to the International Institute for the Unification of Private Law, of:
(a) any signature;
(b) the deposit of any instrument of ratification or accession;
(c) any date on which this Convention enters into force in accordance with Article XI;
(d) any communication received in accordance with Article |, paragraph 4;
(e) any notice received in accordance with Article Il, paragraph 2;
(f) any declaration received in accordance with Article XllI, paragraph 2, and the date
on which such declaration takes effect;
(g) any denunciation received in accordance with Article Xll, paragraph 1, or Article XIlI,
paragraph 3, and the date on which the denunciation takes effect;
(h) any declaration received in accordance with Article XIV, paragraph.2, and the date
on which the declaration takes effect.
IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, being duly authorized to that
effect, have signed the present Convention.
DONE at Washington this twenty-sixth day of October, one thousand nine hundred and

seventy-three.

ANNEX
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UNIFORM LAW ON THE FORM OF AN INTERNATIONAL WILL

Article 1
1. A will shall be valid as regards form, irrespective particularly of the place where it is
made, of the location of the assets and of the nationality, domicile or residence of the
testator, if it is made in the form of an international will complying with the provisions set
out in Articles 2 to 5 hereinafter.
2. The invalidity of the will as an international will shall not affect its formal validity as a
will of another kind.

Article 2
This law shall not apply to the form of testamentary dispositions made by two or more
persons in one instrument.

Article 3
1. The will shall be made in writing.
2. It need not be written by the testator himself.
3. It may be written in any language, by hand or by any other means.

Article 4
1. The testator shall declare in the presence of two witnesses and of a person authorized
to act in connection with international wills that the document is his will and that he
knows the contents thereof.
2. The testator need not inform the witnesses, or the authorized person, of the contents
of the will.

Article 5
1. In the presence of the witnesses and of the authorized person, the testator shall sign
the will or, if he has previously signed.it, shall acknowledge his signature.
2. When the testator is.unable to sign, he shall indicate the reason therefor to the
authorized person who shall make note of this on the will. Moreover, the testator may be
authorized by the law under which the authorized person was designated to direct
another person to sign on his behalf.
3. The witnesses and the authorized person shall there and then attest the will by
signing in the presence of the testator.

Article 6
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1. The signatures shall be placed at the end of the will.
2. If the will consists of several sheets, each sheet shall be signed by the testator or, if
he is unable to sign, by the person signing on his behalf or, if there is no such person,
by the authorized person. In addition, each sheet shall be numbered.

Article 7
1. The date of the will shall be the date of its signature by the authorized person.
2. This date shall be noted at the end of the will by the authorized person.

Article 8
In the absence of any mandatory rule pertaining to the safekeeping of the will, the
authorized person shall ask the testator whether he wishes to make a declaration
concerning the safekeeping of his will. If so and at the express request of the testator
the place where he intends to have his will kept shall be mentioned in the certificate
provided for in Article 9.

Article 9
The authorized person shall attach to the will a certificate in the form prescribed in
Article 10 establishing that the obligations of this law have been complied with.

Article 10
The certificate drawn up by the authorized person shall be in the following form or in a
substantially similar form:

CERTIFICATE
(Convention of October 26, 1973)

.L.......N.C.1. 1.} (name, address and capacity), a person authorized to act
in connection with international wills

2. Certify thaton ... ... .. ... ... (date)at................ (place)

3.(testator) .. ... (name, address, date and place of birth) in my
presence and that of the witnesses

4.(a). ... (name, address, date and place of birth)

B). oo (name, address, date and place of birth)

has declared that the attached document is his will and that he knows the contents

thereof.
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5. | furthermore certify that:

6. (a) in my presence and in that of the witnesses

(1) the testator has signed the will or has acknowledged his signature previously
affixed.

*(2) following a declaration of the testator stating that he was unable to sign his
will for the followingreason . .. ... ... . . .

— | have mentioned this declaration on the will

* —the signature has been affixed by .. ... ........... (name, address)

7. (b) the witnesses and | have signed the will;

8. * (c) each page of the will has been signed by . ... ..... ... ... ......... and
numbered;

9. (d) | have satisfied myself as to the identity of the testator and of the witnesses as
designated above;

10. (e) the witnesses met the conditions requisite to act as such according to the law
under which | am acting;

11. * (f) the testator has requested me to include the following statement concerning the

12. PLACE
13. DATE
14. SIGNATURE and, if necessary, SEAL

Article 11
The authorized person shall-keep a copy of the certificate and deliver another to the
testator.

Article 12
In the absence of evidence to the contrary, the certificate of the authorized person shall
be conclusive of the formal validity of the instrument as a will under this Law.

Article 13
The absence or irregularity of a certificate shall not affect the formal validity of a will
under this Law.

Article 14



The international will shall be subject to the ordinary rules of revocation of wills.
Article 15
In interpreting and applying the provisions of this law, regard shall be had to its

international origin and to the need for uniformity in its interpretation.
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