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KEYWORD: authoritarianism, political party, electoral process, co-optation
Jancjira Didcharoen : THE PALANG PRACHARATH PARTY AND POLITICS OF CO-
OPTATION. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Siripan Nogsuan sawasdee

This thesis aims to study the Palang Pracharath Party’s political co-optation in
the 2019 general election of Thailand within the undemocratic context. The questions
asked by this study are: What kind of political context allowed the Palang Pracharath
Party to preserve authoritarian rule via elections? How did the Palang Pracharath Party
co-opt the elections into preserving the political power structure of the NCPO; what kind
of tactics, tools, and operations were employed to achieve this? Using Maria Josue’s
theories on co-optation strategies as a framework, this study employed qualitative
research methods and used two information gathering tools, 1) in depth interviews and
2) documentary analysis. The results found that the Palang Pacharath Party used the
political context to create the unfair electoral competitions, to exclude political
opposition, and defeat them in the electoral competitions. In this way, the loser has to
lean on the government’s resource inevitably, to make the Palang Pacharath to get
popular votes and to hold power as authoritarianism. The co-optation tactics used by
the Palang Pracharath Party in the 2019 were as follows: 1) Leveraging political
codependecies 2) Political appointments 3) Money 4) Budget and policies 5)
Weaponising the judiciary to eliminate political opposition through dubious charges.
These five co-optation tactics allowed the Palang Pracharath Party to win the 2019
election form a government that would directly inherit the authoritarian power seized

by the NCPO.
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Sglunisidends wa. 2562 Fuilinssawtsdudunssaigrudssivuindule wiasdunsse
nsudlesludiiedaneiniu (Kongkirati, 2019a; Nethipo & Yen, 2020; fi%ng Saufan o

QiAin, 2562)
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[y
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UNUMUNISEeNA (Usyane Neensh, 2563; ASnTsad unau a@daf, 2561b) USunnsiiiad
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Y
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NNUIANAUTElEYIRAWATEEAIdUASIIATUALATTIAY Vs UTEURUMAINTS

dhunaieuseansiativayy aunaialddn ssusumfanissunafisuaegladenisatuanu

NNENNULAENITINYIAUTEIETUN19N1IE 0 LienauluAINsINANANINgu uLaUl

9 9

= a s

(T3 Bearaed, 2563) meldszusumnaniseruaion aruduiusseniningunuwazgl

Y

(% '
o Y =

gruedsnnudsiunasiu nsdlesdnwaziilunsdewnielinisunasedlaesguia pay. 7

9

Ynelilassadanadedieg aay. \Wulpssadanisdiesinendinisidenss w.e. 2562 lag
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U =

v O [ I d' [ IS e . =3
NITIAAINTIANAIUTEY135VUNNTUIATEITNTNANI9NTSLIUBY (political machine) Lazhs

o

o = v o a a & e v Y & v . .
UﬂﬂqiLNaﬂLmquq?ﬁUUﬂHu LW@?‘YJU?‘_’]‘NN@La@ﬂ@ﬂiﬂWiiﬂWﬁQﬂigﬂjqiﬁLUuzﬂ%ug (Kongkwatl,

<9

[
o LYY

2019a) 819na11A11 wesAndUszassdunssanisilosnTnd vl laedid1rue$nen

<9
o (%

lAs9asen1siileasiuna Aay. NeulienadliAegnanaansa w.a. 2562 Wesnwianugnig

9IUNVBIFUR AEY.

[ 1%
Y

nsdendanaly w.a. 2562 luussmdalvedunisidendiidaiunielasguia aaw.

[
o 1
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Ande Laugfssau, 2537) vurinssandsznssnunungumaiieaiimnensidianidu
gruatuayunssaliuiniign (Nethipo & Yen, 2020) aunssailiiuuiaiagenimssady
(ThaiPublica, 2018) $5una A%, adsuTunmadiesiiliifusssulunisudsiudonsds auam
andunsiiles $355UYLY uaznAinidenis Bewssandsuszansgdunssaiivuy Madnssa
wisszsgldnagninismatundunniainnadesiassdumauasissdudundu

Y @

dadaslunssa Ujdansaadmndumindensasrsteulaliaesonisinduladnedingsa

Y

WA1Us2155 (Kongkirati, 2019a; Nethipo & Yen, 2020) nagnsnisaadrundunanideli

NITANSIUTLYISTUULLRBNAT W.A. 2562

n135uTInaunsilaawazgniininenslunsid endadrunluaundnnssands
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53155 Aearuneieusnwilasiasinisdieansguia aay. iWudaunisudadu Tuladu
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Unafifeilies n135gusens wa. 2557 Wugasuiuresufiinisiadiundunin win

43

o

su1a aay. Wanslididanss wssanisile siadvayuindunazndunndusguiadnass

ulasasesunaisguianmsiduihelidSeuauaats nanlain n1ssgusems wa. 2557
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viesdunduminadegrudsadionds inszslunssalmi 15Hanwuisiugaunisainig

madlowasaundniunssa Budssaivanuduyufumiiounssauni gnseansnisudi
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1%
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1.2 ADNUIY

U =

1) nssanasUszsgisensududunaniiesnwissusudiuadousienagns

<9

wuule? Thasestieln? wavujuRniseesls?
1.3 InQUszasAvaINIsANE)

1) AnwruTuniazRoulninisidlesnynislugnisdunenszusugiunalisuves
NITANNIUT2U55
2) vhenudnlanagnduazinasiionnssanasusznsglifinnadesdimndumn

Tunsiasnes w.a. 2562

1.4 FuNAgIUNMIANE
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[

WssANGIUTE5y Wunssafdenstiunndeufifinissnuilassadnsiuiavesiguia

¥ 1

v [l [ & gj = ¥ [ I3 = %
Aay. linsegvdinisidends w.a. 2562 ngldnagnsnisaadrundunin nagnsnisaadiin

9

v A
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fuflosnwszususuaton melduiunnisilowednendannssgussms wa. 2557 wsa
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° a Y ! o a a & v
gunanIsilssnsnugenatnnguuneiiie Jaw/daaiainu wazasnelunisidensa 1o
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3) TAAUDINTZUIUAUN DAL UDULNAINISNIS e ldnssANISIlaaazNIsLaanaa

Junalndrdgnialasguia waen Yszgns dumslon
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6) auilves wunedainnisdlesniidnvazyrdnfiduasunssanisdies Tnaaudud
Usgdndreussyrvu Tdnenin anuaiuise danududun anunsaudlvdgmiaiy

wansouvaalszrvuladung1en aulasuanuideuwaziduntuveou
1.7 YaULANISANEN
1.7.1 vauwan19atuLioni

AATILILATTUIEDINITIAAINTTANGIUTLTT iosnwilaseasianisliasniela
Usunnisilieanisunasedtag aay. Iuulfnanduniainisdienielassuaudiunaiey
WA312A71 wssandaszerigilunssaanizia esnuilassaiisdunanisdeweadi

P b A U A Qg.JI 1 a 6 s = ¥
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1.7.2 YOULUANIIATULIAN
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1.8 35n15ANWA

o
aada v U 14 a

nsAnwil 1se1dsuidideidenaunin (qualitative research) Asaguuguteyald

q

aad =

Usedn¥ (empirical base) 135n13Anw1 2 ULWUU Av 1) IT8LT8Na1T (documentary

research) Uag 2) N3FUNWALTIEN (in-depth interviews) Tun1smauinguszasanisinm
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1) N157991¥9LNa15 (documentary research) $MUANEIUNINUATTITENT©
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