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# # 6380020028 : MAJOR COMMUNICATION ARTS

KEYWORD:
Natthanun Sompuengthong : REPRESENTATION AND REALITY OF A MAID IN THAI SERIES. Advisor:
Prof. CHANETTEE TINNAM, Ph.D.

The research Representation and Reality of a Maid in Thai Series studies the representation and
reality of a maid in Thai series across 7 shows: Her Desire (Plerng Nang), Poisonous Passion (Pom Sanaeha),
Mysterious Fire (Plerng Prissana, The Son In-laws (Koei Baan Rai Sapai Hi-So), The Daughter in Law (Sapai Rai
Sakdina), Reya, and My Name is Busaba (Chun Cheu Busaba). These depictions are compared to the
experiences of 7 women working as live-in maids in the Bangkok area, obtained through in-depth interviews,

and complemented with research into influential societal factors.

Topics of exploration include television media's depiction of the Thai maid as a close supporter of
the employer and how this contrasts with the unglamourous reality that maids are employed workers. Further
looking into differences around factors such as demosraphic characteristics, benefits, clothing and social
treatment, with respect to socio-economic and educational background. Additionally, the paper covers several
key societal factors impacting how the fictional characters and the lives of the real women are shaped. They
are as follows: 1) Patriarchy reflected in the idea that “housework is women’s work”, exacerbated by the lack
of butler depticitions. If there are male characters in a similar role, they are clearly differentiated as a gardener
or a driver. 2) Class perception. Maids are seen as proletariats - a lower class in Thai society. 3) Capitalism and
poverty's ability to apply an oppressive force that maintains business relationships turned exploitative. Framed
by television's idolisation of the silent and subservient maid who enforces no clear boundaries when it comes
to the scope of their working hours. The wide acceptance that the role erodes the line between work and
personal, time and physical space, a service that must stretch into all aspects of the life providing it. Also, The
western maid uniform signifies, fulfilling an important function. 4) How educational background and the lack of
it affects work prospects. 5) The lack of defined Labour Rights and thus no entitlement to days off or
protections around minimum and maximum working hours. 6) Media stereotypes perpetuated by the show
writers and producers, leading to a commonly denigrating view of the lowly maid from the northeast region,

who lacks power and independence, not allowed to think freely and can only follow orders.

Field of Study: Communication Arts Student's Signature .......cccoeeeveveenens

Academic Year: 2022 AdVisor's Signature ........cceveereeeenn
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iiDOxpkeKc0&list=PLOCzWgW2mq-yWSv-vKHPUempWaFhdFNai&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDOmUr1KWUA&list=PL0VVVtBqsoupwQIVGSfujfCSsHvhndzgx&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDOmUr1KWUA&list=PL0VVVtBqsoupwQIVGSfujfCSsHvhndzgx&index=2
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wK7IHjSnPQk&list=PLJx-XkJhYuVesIee1H_q1Wl95MI6pfw0u&index=54
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wK7IHjSnPQk&list=PLJx-XkJhYuVesIee1H_q1Wl95MI6pfw0u&index=54
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOxDB9TNjJM&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtBidp4PxjX_tOZu4T2A4Ei0&index=80
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOxDB9TNjJM&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtBidp4PxjX_tOZu4T2A4Ei0&index=80
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yWSv-vKHPUempWaFhdFNai
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysk_LK-NHgk&list=PLOCzWgW2mq-yWSv-vKHPUempWaFhdFNai
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysk_LK-NHgk&list=PLOCzWgW2mq-yWSv-vKHPUempWaFhdFNai
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysk_LK-NHgk&list=PLOCzWgW2mq-yWSv-vKHPUempWaFhdFNai
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysk_LK-NHgk&list=PLOCzWgW2mq-yWSv-vKHPUempWaFhdFNai
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOmv-exkcu0&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtBidp4PxjX_tOZu4T2A4Ei0&index=83
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOmv-exkcu0&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtBidp4PxjX_tOZu4T2A4Ei0&index=83
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Z6mXAqvTM8&list=PL0VVVtBqsoupwQIVGSfujfCSsHvhndzgx&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owiladxwG0E&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtCIes2bUrgKJobcZmD8cGYP&index=118
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owiladxwG0E&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtCIes2bUrgKJobcZmD8cGYP&index=118
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8r7QMeiV00I&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtBidp4PxjX_tOZu4T2A4Ei0&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDVfheviGYA&list=PLJx-XkJhYuVesIee1H_q1Wl95MI6pfw0u&index=30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDVfheviGYA&list=PLJx-XkJhYuVesIee1H_q1Wl95MI6pfw0u&index=30
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FD9MmvFCGIk&list=PLJx-XkJhYuVeTrNXwb8zSBW0Dz5u8f196&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dw_mlPDzzgQ&list=PLXopbKxiivxrYi-wdM_KL5I1S8l1va_CW&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dw_mlPDzzgQ&list=PLXopbKxiivxrYi-wdM_KL5I1S8l1va_CW&index=2
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhcM0nQX5uQ&list=PL0E0h-BK0efCRBPJgG1HcC4RrY5Ygbl1R&index=26
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijwiY-8q9ys&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtBidp4PxjX_tOZu4T2A4Ei0&index=63
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijwiY-8q9ys&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtBidp4PxjX_tOZu4T2A4Ei0&index=63
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BPOH-GkZdg&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtBidp4PxjX_tOZu4T2A4Ei0&index=64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BPOH-GkZdg&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtBidp4PxjX_tOZu4T2A4Ei0&index=64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAoA7P87AiQ&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtCIes2bUrgKJobcZmD8cGYP&index=82
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAoA7P87AiQ&list=PLX6cx4BgCOtCIes2bUrgKJobcZmD8cGYP&index=82
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5.2 aausiena

ILLUSION OF REPRESENTATION

How we perceive representation?

3
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m /l 7 i
WHAT PEOPLE ]
DO NOT SEE Mass Media
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Capitalism
Patriarchy
Hierarchy
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