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1.1 NUAZANRATY

o

Tyle says, “l was in Nam.”

| have guessed as much. [...] Vets — acquaintances and strangers —
have said variations of this to me since | was a kid and didn’t know what or where
Nam was. [...] But the note, the way these men said it, told me it was important,
someplace | ought to know. With the years, this statement took on new meanings,
each flavored by the tone of the speaker. There was bitterness, and there was
bewilderment. There was loss and rage and every shade of emotion in between. |
heard declarations, accusations, boasts, demands, obligations, challenges, and
curses in the four words: / was in Nam.

(Andrew, 1999, p.8)
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AP WiREIR 9iTY 1AEY (Viet Thanh Nguyen) 1aasefiunnanendauavinilisusedananisas (Pulitzer)
#1910309UAY (fiction) Uszan A.A.2016 laadunelddn “Now we have no shortage of Vietnamese
Americans writing in English, as well as translations of Vietnamese-language literature into English.
But a lack of knowledge that this literature even exists continues. For most Americans and the world,
“Vietnam” means the “Vietnam War”, and the Vietnam War means the American war, with novels
written by American men about American soldiers.” (Viet Thanh Nguyen, 2018)
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[...] Vietnamese Americans of the military and political elites are
concerned with loss, exile, displacement, and homeland nostalgia — in short, they
tend to look backward much more than they look forward. [...] In most examples
of Vietnamese American literature, issues of racial discrimination and identity [...]
are relatively muted; instead, the dominant issues are labor, family fragmentation
or alienation, nostalgia, the problem of memory and historical reconstruction,
exile, loss, postwar trauma, and so on.

(Viet Thanh Nguyen, 2001, p.73)
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“My journey started on a boat. | spent a year in a refugee camp. And
somehow, | ended up here on Hollywood's biggest stage. They say stories like
these only happen in the movies. | cannot believe it's happening to me. This— this
is the American dream. Thank you so much.

Thank you so much to the Academy for this honor of a lifetime.
Thank you to my mom for the sacrifices she made to get me here. [...]”
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“The next wish of this traveler will be to know whence came all these people? They are a mixture of English, Scotch, Irish, French, Dutch,

Germans, and Swedes. From this promiscuous breed, that race now called Americans have arisen. ” (Crévecoeur, 1904, p.49); “What then is
the American, this new man? He is either an European, or the descendant of an European, hence that strange mixture of blood, which you will

find in no other country.” (Ibid., p.51)
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“With the denormalization of whiteness, where whiteness is no longer the unmarked norm, whites would be repositioned within the territory

of whiteness as privileged so that whites are now raced. The postwhite self, where whiteness would remain as the signifier, would be

imagined differently. It would now be seen in a positive light.” (Pinder, 2010, p.149)



22

o o ¥ o o

o o a 1 a ' dl = 1
ﬂ@qﬁlLﬂu@\?ﬂﬁJWH’lwuﬁ??NL@ﬂﬂ'ﬁ]u NnumeafAnIdennsadaauldnazansu ldanuisn
¥ o o o d? o a o a v v = P a o o W v
Zﬁ"]\‘m\‘]ﬂNV@QWHQﬁNuﬁ??NﬂuNWimuVIuW mmmmﬂummLiﬂugfmmmwuﬁqmmmﬂﬂmu
PN = & o« 1w a = v =
ﬂQ’]NMNWHMﬂﬂuQVNWEQ\?ﬂulﬁjﬂﬂqﬂﬂiiﬂ wuuluaduna TN f e AALYINEY LT AN
dl 1 a di/ v [ a % a
Wasundasuaznanuaulninaantiad LLu"Jﬁﬂuﬂ@ﬂﬂ@@\?ﬂ‘u‘ﬂq‘i:f{]ﬂ’]ﬁ‘ﬂ?:iﬂ’ﬂ‘i_lﬁﬁ"ﬁﬂ‘ﬂqﬁl
o & a <3 a rd‘d ¥y A a a o o1 o
‘Wuﬁ;ﬂ]‘ﬂﬂ1llm@ 19 1A Wizas NANENUBLVLULTNTIANLUGTINANE
=2 o A a o v o dl T a A ) a
AINNNTANHININARANTARU LN NAR TV T2 R UALITAILFANENTIU 78RN NT A

! ¥ 9’ !

AUF LT lanapTadAnasswd 20 Wimas (Fischer, 1986) A4Ta49LIAMI191 UL LU

Q

o a o

fam%qﬂszfﬁL?N‘mﬁﬁuﬁmdf:mﬁﬂuﬁqﬂmm?ﬁm'f;mﬁﬂﬁﬁm’mm’mmwmqmmwuﬁ
mﬁv’w’uﬁﬁwaiﬁﬂuﬁqL'ENLL@zLﬂﬁﬂuLLﬂmm@mqm mimﬁimﬁﬁuﬁ@’m?u@ﬁu%\ﬂmr??ﬂ@
LL@szﬂVLsJ[%\i%ﬁﬂslﬁ’Lﬁmm:mum?wumumﬁﬁuﬁ: LﬁmLﬂuﬁnwmziuﬂmaqmﬁﬁﬁuﬁﬁmw
AMNZIRNNINATUITHUAZNIINAIUNAUIAG] Lmiwiuﬁqmmmé’ﬁm%’m WAATLYAAR

ALABIAINDNARBIAUNNT I FRUTUDIA LA ALLA

“[...] ethnicity is something reinvented and reinterpreted in each
generation by each individual [...].

[...] what is discovered and reinvented [...] is [...] something new: to be
Chinese-American is not the same thing as being Chinese in America. In this
sense there is no role model for becoming Chinese-American. It is a matter of
finding a voice or style that does not violate one’s several components of
identity.”

(Ibid., pp.195-196)
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cultural traditions, and that these dynamics of intercultural knowledge provide
reservoirs for renewing humane values. Ethnic memory is thus, or ought to be,
future, not past, oriented.”
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Several times | asked him what he did in the war. He kept his counsel,
but in the notes | found years later, he had repeatedly scribbled: “Why do you
want to know what | did in the war? Who wants to know?” He reached out to me
from the grave, reasserting his right to silence.

(Quang X. Pham, 2017, p.37)
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If the ethics of remembering one’s own operates in every society, the
ethics of remembering others is the refinement of remembering one’s own, at
work only in those societies that see themselves as more inclusive, open, and
tolerant.

(Ibid., p. 69)
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Instead of disqualifying competing accounts, therefore, we can accept
that every Holocaust writer has a different story to tell, not because what
happened to so many others was intrinsically “different”, but because how
victims and survivors have grasped and related their experiences comprises the
core of their story. [...] For in the final analysis, no document can be more
historically authentic than that embodying the victims’ grasp of events at the time.
Nothing can be more authentic than the ways in which the diarists’ interpretations
of experiences gathered the weight and force of agency in their lives.

(p. 282)
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“...we can begin to recognize the possibility of a history that is no longer
straightforwardly referential (that is, no longer based on simple models of
experience and reference). Through the notion of trauma, | will argue, we can
understand that a rethinking of reference is aimed not at eliminating history but at

resituating it in our understanding...”

(Caruth, 1996, p.11)
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I have been raped — | now know the horror that every woman dread.
What had been saved a lifetime for my husband had been ripped away in less
time than it takes to tell. Most horrible of all was that the act of making life itself
had left me feeling dead. The force of Loi's twisted soul had entered me and
killed me as surely as his knife, He could shoot me now — | wouldn't even feel the

bullet. (Ibid., p. 93)
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Drugged by too much hate and fear and confusion, | just lay back and
let Mau do what he had to do. Unlike Loi, he did not spit on me and curse my
womanness when he finished. Rather, he seemed like a sad little boy who,
believing he was not a man, settled for the imitation of manhood Loi had shown
him. That | was the stage for his poor show made no difference; for by now |
knew | was no more than the dirt on which we lay. The war — these men — had
finally grounded me down to oneness with the soil, from which | could no longer
be distinguished as a person. Dishonored, raped, and ruined for any decent

man, my soiled little body had become its own grave. (Ibid., pp. 96-97)
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[...] I was no longer completely Vietnamese, but | was not quite
American either. Apparently, | was something much worse. Even people | had

expected to understand me [...] looked down on me and called me names — not
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always to my back: Di lay My! Theo de quoc Ve My! Gai choi boi! Bitch! Traitor!
American whore! [...] | found myself on the receiving end of dirty glances from
Vietnamese clerks, secretaries, errand boys, and janitors. [...] Teenagers and a
few Republican soldiers [...] gave me cat-calls and sang derisive songs when |
passed and, on two occasions, threw stones at me when | appeared on the street
alone. In one instance our home was broken into, burglarized (which was

understandable), and vandalized (which was not). (Ibid., p. 353)
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Today, | am very honored to live in the United States and proud to be a
U.S. citizen. | do my best to honor the American flag, which | have seen not only
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(Hayslip, 2003, pp. 365-366)
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Home! Home is a place you find in your heart, not on a map. People are
raised to think their native country is their home, but that's not always true.
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“I[Tin] am going to teach this half-breed a lesson today about stealing
from my sister.”

I[[Kien] saw him lunge at me, the weapon aimed at my face. All | could
do was wrap my head in between my arms before he got too close. Jimmy
[Kien’s little brother] jumped in to grab Tin’s legs, pulling him away. | was aware
of my brother's dog above me as it leaped out to bite Tin on the side of his

abdomen. Tin let out another frustrated scream, but only for a second. He shook
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the dog off and kicked my brother in the groin. Jimmy fell down, gasping and
holding his privates in agony. However, the dog did not give up. It bared its fangs
and launched itself again at my cousin. Fully prepared this time, Tin swung the
hammer and whacked it across Lou’s face. His strength sent the dog into the air
to land a few feet away, howling wildly. He then dove on top of me, pounding on
my exposed back with his fist, which was still wrapped around the head of the
hammer. Lying on the ground, | lost count of his punches and passed out.

(Ibid., pp. 160-161)
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| heard my aunt’s soar voice raised to her children. “l don’t understand
you boys. Why did you insist on getting that lame mutt? It doesn’t even walk

straight.”
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Tin answered his mother, “We are using it for football, Mother.”
From the window, | could hear his every word, cutting through me like a
sharp knife.

“Get rid of it.” His mother laughed.

[...]

From outside, the sound of Lulu’s body being kicked back and forth
became duller and further away, until it disintegrated among the laughter of my
cousins. | fell on the floor, exhausted.

(Nguyen, K., 2001, pp. 116-117)
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his. [...] the stories passed back and forth between us even when | had grown

and moved away.

(A. X. Pham, 2008, pp.11-12)
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At this point in the script, you’ve just made first contact with your enemy,
he said to the rapists. [...] You're intent on sacrificing yourself for the fatherland
but you're naturally fearful. [...] You hate this bastard. You're going to make him
confess [...] make him pay for them. But most of all, remember this: have fun, be
yourselves, and act natural!

These constructions caused some confusion among the extras. [...] He
wants us to torture this guy and look like we’re enjoying ourselves, right?

The shortest extra said, But what's that got to do with acting natural? [...]

Look. Who cares what he says. He wants us to act natural but we got to
act unnatural. We are motherfuckin’ VC. Got it?

(Ibid., pp.164-165)
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| had been deluded in thinking | could effect change in how we were
represented. | has altered the script here and there, and incited the creation of a
few speaking parts, but to what end? [...] | had only made its path smoother as
the technical consultant in charge of authenticity. [...] the truly important things in
such a movie, like emotions or ideas, could be fake. | was no more than the
garment worker who made sure the stitching was correct in an outfit designed,
produced, and consumed by the wealthy white people of the world. They owned
the means of production, and therefore the means of representation [...].

(Ibid., p.179)
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It was me, screaming the one word that had dangled before me since
the question was first asked—nothing—the answer that | could neither see nor
hear until now—nothing!—the answer | scream again and again and again—
nothing!—because, | was, at last, enlightened.

(Ibid., p.368)
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Vinh? Vinh, child, is that you?

[...]

Vinh walked over until he was right above him, lifted his foot, and
brought it down onto the old man’s face. Once. Twice. Vinh stepped away, trying
hard to catch his breath, then proceeded to kick the old man in the stomach, then
along his back, his legs, anywhere he could.

You don’t know my name. Kick. You don’t know anything about me.

(Ibid., pp. 110-111)
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How do you feel now? Huan asks.

| know better. It's not our parents’ fault. Or anyone else’s here. How
could | be angry with them, expecting them to do right when there was no such
thing? When everything here was wrong?

Huan nods, understanding. It was a war.

It was.

(Ibid., p. 243)
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