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# # 6380018222 : MAJOR PALI-SANSKRIT AND BUDDHIST STUDIES

KEYWORD: P.A.Payutto; Hell; Heaven; Explanation
Thanapol Tayeechan : HELL AND HEAVEN IN THE TEACHING OF SOMDET PHRA
BUDDHAGHOSACARIYA (P.A. PAYUTTO). Advisor: Asst. Prof. SOMPORNNUCH TANSRISOOK,
Ph.D.

The thesis seeks to examine and study the concept of hell and heaven, as well as other
related doctrines that are beyond human perception, as elucidated by Somdet Phra
Buddhaghosacariya (P.A. Payutto). This is a compilation of research derived from his published works.
According to his perspective, the concept of hell and heaven in Buddhism is considered a sensitive
topic that is often advised not to be discussed directly. It is important to address and analyze the
topic, which is closely tied to the concept of discretion. He classifies the topic into three levels: 1)
Hell and heaven, which are the realms in Buddhist cosmology where the consequences of good and
bad actions manifest after death; 2) hell and heaven, which refer to the mental qualities typically
associated with beings in these realms; 3) hell and heaven, which are understood as the unpleasant
and pleasant sensations that beings typically experience. In the second and third levels, he places
significant emphasis on the notion of hell and heaven, as humans are capable of experiencing and
perceiving them. After personally enduring and witnessing both anguish and joy in the realms of
torment and paradise, individuals should come to recognize their responsibility in generating positive
or negative outcomes. He employs the same techniques when explaining other doctrines that go
beyond the realm of the senses. The objective is to achieve a precise comprehension or appropriate
response that aligns with the principles of Buddhism, such as self-reliance, mindfulness, and
addressing societal gullibility. The explanation focuses on the human capacity to comprehend the
fundamental principles of transcendental teachings, such as the self-inflicted nature of suffering and
happiness, the unpredictability of life, the diverse qualities of individuals in a community, and the
ability to manifest extraordinary events via one's own actions. This is considered to be a very good

explanation of the beyond-sense teachings without compromising the fundamental doctrines.

Field of Study: Pali-Sanskrit and Buddhist Student's Signature .....ccoeceeeeeiinn.
Studies

Academic Year: 2023 Advisor's Signature ........ccocceevecriennne.
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