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This thesis focuses on the role of the United States, which mediated the
tension between Japan and South Korea, leading to the comfort women
agreement in 2015. It aims to explain why the US came to play a greater role in
Asia during 2009-2017, especially why it chose to broker the comfort women
agreement. | use David A. Lake's concept of Hierarchy in International Relations as
a framework to analyze the organization of US relations with Japan and South
Korea. Obama’s Pivot to Asia policy is consistent with this hierarchical structure. It
increased the role of the United States in Asia as signalled by the comfort women
agreement. It was also a US effort to balance China’s rising power in the Asia-
Pacific region. There are four reasons why the US chose to broker the comfort
women agreement between Japan and South Korea: the capacity to pressure
Japan and South Korea to reach a joint agreement; to maintain its dominance in
Asia; to develop a tripartite military cooperation to counter the rise of China; and
the view that the comfort women issue was a hindrance to Japan and South

Korea's military security cooperation.
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