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The objective of this research is to investigate the development to professionalism of business news

journalists and to survey their reporting roles is regarding to gate - keeping function. The research

results are obtained from two parts : 1) The analysis of questionnaires from 118 business news

journalists of 26 Thai newspapers and 2) The analysis of 4 business news experts’ opinions.

The study reveals that:

1)

Economic news reporters pointed out that they enter into their career because the job
contributes benefit to the society. In addition, they have had strong commitment and
devotion to this job for a long period. The analysis on their reporting role reflected that their
news mostly came from interview and later rewritten by themselves. Their news selection
emphasized on social impact. They ammitted that the reference from hidden or unclear
source can be done in order to reveal the fact to public. Furthermore, most economic news
should emphasized more on public right than human personal right. They did not agree with

journalists who act as PR man for a news source.

Business news experts expressed that —economic news journalists generally had well
developed, however, they still lacked of well-rounded character. They suggested that the
reporter , who want to develop into professionals, should start from themselves and be
supported by their newspaper organizations and professional training centers. They pointed
out that the obstacle in news reporting is the accessibility to information. Moreover,

journalists’ ethics depended on personal realization and their organization’s strictness.
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