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# # 4285085728 : MAJOR JOURNALISM

KEY WORD: PUBLIC SPHERE / HOMOSEXUAL / WEBSITE / FEMALE HOMOSEXUAL
BOONYAPORN WANICHAYACHART : THE ROLE OF "ANJAREE.COM" WEBSITE
AS A PUBLIC SPHERE FOR FEMALE HOMOSEXUALS. THESIS ADVISOR :
PIRONGRONG RAMASOOTA RANANAND , Ph.D., 138 pp. ISBN 974-17-0345-7.

This study has the following objectives: to study the role of anjaree.com website in being a public
sphere for female homosexuals, users’ gratification of and participation in the website, and socio-demographic
characters of the users of the website. The research uses the following methodologies: survey research, focus

groups, and in-depth interviews, and analysis of secondary data

According to the results of the survey research, there is a statistically significant relationship between
the perception of the website as a public sphere and the following variables — age, acceptance (about the
user’s sexual orientation) by families, and gratification among the samples who are current users of the website.
However, among the samples who are past users of the website, socio-demographic factors, expression of
sexual identity, and frequency in visiting the website are statistically related with the perception of the website as
a public sphere. As for the participation in the website, the research finds that the users most actively
participate in the webboard. Based on the analysis of the content in the webboard, the topics that are most
frequently found are stories or articles that are copied from newspapers, magazines or email, followed by
personal conversation and greetings, and general social events. With regard to the role of the website as a
public sphere, judging by the exchange of information in the webboard, the study finds that this role is quite
limited and only exhibits itself mostly as.a. common space rather than a public sphere for advancing the rights of
female homosexuals. There is little exchange of opinions about-women'’s rights, not to mention movements to
improve upon the rights of female homosexuals.: This can be attributed to the users’ lack of awareness about
female homosexuals’ rights, the lack of financial resources of the website, and the inability of the organizers of

the website to stimulate awareness about the issues of homosexuals’ rights toward any substantial movements

Department............. Journalism................... Student’s signature.........cveveevvevvieiiiieeeeeeeeiii.
Field of study........... Journalism.................. AQVISOr's Signature.......ccvvveeiiiiiiiii,
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