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# # 4378144038 : MAJOR SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

KEY WORD: COGNITIVE DISSONANCE / PREFERENCE FOR CONSISTENCY
MAYURIN TECHACHAVENGKUL: THE EFFECT OF PREFERENCE FOR
CONSISTENCY AND PERCIEVED FREEDOM OF COUNTER-ATTITUDINAL ESSAY
WRITING ON COGNITIVE DISSONANCE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF.
THEERAPORN UWANNO, PH. D. 85 PP.

This study was designed to examine the effects of preference for consistency (
high and low ) and perceived freedom of counter-attitudinal essay writing
( free essay writing, forced essay writing, and no essay writing ) on cognitive dissonance.
Participants were 120 Chulalongkorn University undergraduate students of the 2002
academic year. They were told about the uniform rules of the university and were
randomly assigned to one of three experimental conditions and then answered the
attitude toward Chulalongkorn University Announcement Concerning Formal Dress for

Students scale, perceived choice questionnaire, and preference for consistency scale.

Results are as follows :

1. Low and high preference for consistency participants do not have different
attitude scores.

2. Among low preference for consistency participants, participants in free essay
writing condition and participants in forced essay writing condition do not have different
attitude scores but both have higher attitude scores than participants in no essay writing
condition.

3. Among high preference for consistency parcipants, participants in free essay
writing condition have higher attitude scores than participants in'forced essay writing
condition and participants in no essay writing condition; and participants in forced essay
writing condition and participants in no essay writing condition do not have different

attitude scores.

Program Social Psychology Student’'s signature .....................
Field of study  Social Psychology Advisor's signature .............ools

Academic year 2002
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