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4s the nation's oldest avd one cof the largest and most complete
universities, Chulalongkorn University has been playing an extensive
role in national development since its inception in 1306. The role
in rural development, is immense and diverse It is also deepiy-
rooted. To give 2 true perspective it is worthwhile to look at the
University's philosophy which isstat.d as follows

"Chulalongkorn University has zs its aims to piloneer in and to
search for new knowledge and to maintain the pained and stored knowledpe
which it tfansmits, along with rightcousness, to its ctudents to make

them both -—indful and intelligent'.

“"Chulalongkorn University secs as significant knowledge that
which assists in bringing about individual and social development, i.e.,
the insights and skills in a variery of subject matters that help

uphold the well-being of human life'.

“"Chulalongkorn Univorsity regards the following as essential
virtues, and thus necessary to implant in students : knowledge of self,
inquisitiveness, initiativeness, creativeness, carefulness, rationality,

respensibility, far-sightedness; morality and public spirit.”

To re-iterate, this University wishes its graduates to be mao and
wonien of wisdom and rightoousness at thoe sa ¢ time. 1t can be seen , that
this kind of person is valuable for national development, be it

rural or urbamn.

Formerly, 6 it did not seem to be too hard to make mindful students
but it seems to be more difficult nowadays. The University, nevertheless,
has tried hard in recent years to “chi#éve this goal. A variety of
measures have been attempted, ocune of which is general 2dvc~tion which
is required for ail students. Under this scheme, all students study
sciences, soccial sciences and humanities, no matter what the specia-
lisacion. Ote of the by-products of this arrangement is the mixing,

of students with different specialties. Persons with broad views



gained from the general education program would understand, others aand
thus be mindful of them. Through specialized training and general
education along with religious services, students will hooefully

acquire the major —virtuee required for righteous men and women.,

Chulalongkorn University, to pioneer in and to search for new
knowledge, has pushed its students rather hard to conduct resecarch in
their own specialties. These promotional schemes will be detailed
later. The gained information is, in turn, imparted to other students.
In addition to modern teaching techniques and aids, the University has
recently launched another encouraging program to help students in
their studies. The experience -enhancing program is better known as
Senior Project. These student stu&yﬂproqrnns,group or individual, are
financially and technically University supported. Tbrough these

measures, the University hopes to produce quality graduates.

Parallel to these, the keen interest and activities of the Univer-
sity in ~ rural development are tremendous. These can be seen in
the involvement of the University with its persopnel, budgets, student
activities, and courses of instruction, tc mention just a s, To he
precise, this paper will attempt to portray five main roles that this
University has so far played in rural development and which the
University will undaubtedly continue to play. These are, courses of
instruction, research activities, promoti~snol programs for rural

development,rural manpower development, and voluntary student activities.

7
In the final section, assessment will be made of the Universicy's

potential as well as constraints in these development endeavors.
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RURAL STUDY COURSES

For sometime this higher learning institute has been offering

courses in rurai studies both at the undergraduate and graduate
levels and in the pure sciences, soclal sciences and humanities.
Some examples are the History of Engineering in the Faculty

of Engineering; Rural Economics and Economic Development in
the Faculty of Economics: Rural Geography in the Faculty

of Arts; Town and Village Planning in the Faculty of
Architecture; Rural Education and the Administration of Rural School
in the Faculry of Education; Community Medicine in the Faculty
of Medicine; Rural Sociology, Local Government, Community Development,
Social and Cultural Change, Problems of Rural Development and Sociclogy
of Development in the Faculty of Political Science. An Interdisci-
plinary Course, kural Thai Soceities,provided by the University. It is
a joint effort of the Faculties of Economies, Arts and Political
Science with the University's General Education Unit as the coordinator.
This program and the interdisciplinary course will now be discussed

in detail.

Rural Thai Society

This course has been offered four consecotive semesters. 1ts
major aim is the familiarisezation of University students with atual

rural conditions and problems faced by rural society.

The theoretical instructionm in rural Thai life constitutes the
major part of the oncampus curriculum. Joint lectures are given by
instructors of sociology, anthropology. economics, government and

geography, Thocourse covers the following topics;
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Historical Background of Rural Problems

1.1 Thai society before the advent of Western countriles in
the reign of Rama IV

1.2 Rural sociecy before contact with Western countries

Conditions and problems of rural soclety

3
1.4 Rural and urban relationships

Culturc and Social Organization of Rural Societies

2.1 Defipitions of culture and social organization

2.2 Roles of beliefs, religion, and customs

2.3 Social relationships : Social differentiaftion, Role-
status, family and kinship, social groups, and problems
of group formation

2.4 Social control and leadership

Agriculture and Geopgraphical and Ecological Conditioms

3.1 Ceneral geographical and mecteorological problems of
Thailand

3.2 Communications development and progress diffusion

3.3 Jcological conditions of irrigation areas and

8criculture of Thailand

Rural Socicty in Agricocconomic Perspectives

4,1 TIntroduction
4,1.1 Economics and agriculture

4,1.2 Agricultural elemeunts

4.2 Productien
4.2.1 Production factors
4.2.2 Traditional production

4,2,3 lModern scientific production

Agricultural Policy of the Goverument

o~
L

4.3.1 Rice premiums
4,3.2 Land reforms

4,3,3 Crop price guaranties



5. Political Institutions

5.1 TPolitical institutions and rural people

~ Province

i

District
= Village

- Sanitary district

l

Community council

Problems concerning Politici~l Institutions

Ln
o

- Government officials
- Rural people
- Budget

- Responsibility

6. Theories concerning Rural Conditions and Problems

Marxism

o

1
6.2 Structural - functionalism

7. Govermnment Programs

- National Social and Economic Development Plans
-~ Community development programs

- Coeperative associations

- Agricultural extension programs

- REducational development programs

- Land reform and settlement

~ Health and sanitation development programs

~ Special programs for rural development-milicary

mobile units

The on-campus teaching is followed by offcampus study ox
observation tours of rural sites depending on the scmester the course
is offered. During the regular semester, students are offered two to
three weekend observation tours while in summer a rural field study

of ten days is roquired. During summer, students, stay with villagers
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for the ten da eriod -, studying rural conditions and problems under
y P ying F

the close supervision of instructors. Students arc provided with

questionnalraes covering the whole social structure of the villages

under study. Yopically, the questionnaires direct students' interests

to :
1. Viliage geographical and ecologiczl conditions and problems
2. Villsge population and groups
3. Family and kinship
4. DBducation institutions and organizations
5. Loczl government and responsibility
6. Economic institutions and corganizations
7. Kecrezational institutions and organizations
&%. Religious institutions, organizations and activities
9. Health and sanitation counditions and problems
10. Sociocultural changes within the village over the past

ten years

At the end of the field work, a final orientation session is
provided for students 2and instructors to exchange views and experilence
gained from the village studies. Although the two-pronged course is
completed, students are required to sit for final examinations and to

submit Cermpap2rs,

This program of study is rather costly for instructors as well
as for students. Therefore the University helps by funding the pro-
gram. Both students and instructors have heen satisfied with the pro-
gram because of the rare information and cxperience gained from the
trip. The University has alsoc achieved its goal of imparting useful

knowledge and virtue to its graduates.



PROMOTIONAL PROGRAM FOR RURAL EDUCATION

Last year the "Program for Promotion of Rural Bducaticn"
launched with the obiectives of strencthening its role in rural
study and development by alleting Z 1.000.000 annually. 2Administered
by alcommittee of University scholars, the program has a vital
role to plav in the area of rural study and/or implementation.

It is hoped that the University will help its students and
instructore alike to facilitate their acthnities pertiment to rural
society be it individual or group. This promotional program ic
student criented. It aims at providing students with both knowledge
and understanding of the situation; and problems of the rural
world. Students must do field work in order to gain first-hand
information 2nd eoxperience setting adata bank of the rural
conditicn under the supervision and approval of their instructors.
Students collect, analvse and make usceful suggestions beneficial
to future rural development. In addition this program provides
University faculty with another opportunity to increase their
kriowlezdge and experience concerning the rural environment which,
in turn, will benefit University education and research in rural

developrent,



PURAL DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH

In its carly period, Chulalongkorn University concentrated efforts
on undergraduate education in order to serve the country's manpowetr
needs.  ILmphasis was placed on the transfer and disscmination of know-
ledge. Teachers and lecturcrs pursued researcn in their own disciplines

mainly on an individual basis.

With the emergence of many new universities in Thailand, the
policy of Chulalongkorn University shifted toward improving the quality
of its under-gr "duate and graduate education. Research, accordingly.
acquired much greater emphasis which inturn, led to a number of activi-
ties., In 1971, the Rajadapiselsompot Research Fund was established in
the Universify with the aim of providing ressarch graats for faculry

1

members as well as graduate students. Four research institutes, the
Institutes of Population Studies, Social Rescarch, Environmental
Rescarch and Health Research, were established to coordinate and execute

multi-disciplinary research in these areas of national concern.

The University also set a clear and comprehensive research policy
with all research activities coordinated. The University established

acadefklc fie LL].'\9 '1150 de’ddnﬂudl f‘.ll\d CO.")"""! '}\f"d, rogeayrch trmrin oAz o
¥

workload, and
part of the mormal provided as conducive research atmosphere as posszible.
Its administration was andrestrteted activities adjusted. These can be
grouped in seven main areas : ceuntral administration, faculty adminis-

tration, committces, task forces;unit cellsjdata banks and atmospherc.

Regarding research in the field of rurel development, a number

5
L}

n

en carried out in various faculties and institutes.

of projects has
At the Conference on Research for Rural Development in January 1981, 79
reports werz presented covering a wide rangze of topics from comprehen-
sive community or regional development to pilet studies of family
planning or hecalth or education programmes, and from cconomic and
sociocultural studies in the field to development of appropriate

technology in the laboratories. A few projects can be méntioned here
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as examples., The Tung Kula Ronghai area development and the sociclo-
gical study of rural villages in Ayuthya were among the prdojects
undertaken Ly the Institute of Social Research; the ecological system
of the northern suburb of Bangkok by the Imstitute of Environmental
Research; health services research in hill tribe villages and evalua-
tive studies of the use of medical students and operating room

nurses in performing contraceptive operations by the Imstitute of
Bealth Lesearch, The Faculty of Economics had among many, studies

on agricultural cooperatives and water management in village develop-
meit and on micropolis concept in provincial development. The Faculty
of Education was active in education development for Rangsit area as
well as for hill tribe population. Assessment of health status in
eastern provinces and acceptability studies of family planning were
among those reported by the Faculty of iedicine. Artificial insemi-
nation of wacer tuffaloes was reported by the Faculty of Veterinary
Sciences. More information can be obtained in the Report of Conference

published by the University.

In an attempt to coordinate and strengthen the University's
research efforts for rural development, Task Force on Research for
Rural Development was established along with other research task

forces

In fact several task forces are iuvolved with the development
of rural areas of Thailand. These are especially true with task
forces for drug, food, Thai studies and Eastern region, not to mention
Task Force TFor Rural Uevelcpment. The Task Force For Eastern Region,
for instance, has been sponsoring a number of projects on socio-cul-
tural change in the Eastern Seabord Provinces, the impacts of indus-
trialization on the local people and enviromments,ecological studies,
tourism studies, people adaptation patteru to new environments, etc.
All of these studies involve the transforming part of Thailand's rural
areas, the Fastern Seaboard, into modern-urban sectors of indﬁstry
and commercz as well as services. What makes the Task Force sﬁecial
is the specific area and specific economic sctivities the Government

aimed to accomplish. In the following paragraphs, the paper will be
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concentrated on Task Force For Rural Development only 25 an example
to demonstrate another role of Chulalongkorn Uuniversity in the task

of developing nation's rural areas.

Task Force on Besearch for Rural Development

The Task Force puts together about 30 University inctructors
from most of the relevantfacultise and institutes of this academy who
are interested and willing tc work together on this challenging task.
Chaired by the current vice rector, the Task Force set for itself
the tasks of firding necessary information concerning the state of
knowledgc,ouf ~wtenliality, conditions, probleme and needs of the
areas in question. In other words, we have first to know ourselves-
our ability, knowledge, cxzperience, money, personnel and facility,

and the arca or rural society we are going to work.

In studying rural society, we need to have insights on condi-
tions, problems and necds, physically, hisfterically, socially, poli-
tically and eccunomically, That is, prioxr to developing or help
developing or help develop rural areas, the developers need to bave
good infommation on, for instance, basic conditions of the area in

terms of physical nature, historical background, socio-politico-

gconomic situations of the communities tc enabla us Lo plan and
implement the strategy. Problems and necds of the rural people may
not bLe the sam- : problems are hindrances of the work to achleve
goals, needs are necessities for people to live on. As in the case
of conditions, we have tc know the problcums and needs of the people

T~

in terms of social, political 2nd cconomic aspects.

To date, this Task Force has acccmplished a number of important

steps toward 1ts zet geals. These can be sumeed up as follow :

1. An Annual Conference on Research For Jural Development

el

“t oneld on 29-30 January 1981 at various

o

main purpcse of this big event is for upiversity personnel o

to present their researches on or related to the development of rural

areas. It was apparent from this conference that research works on

vuildings of the campus. 1I

e



rural development by the University's own staff members were 50
immense and varied as to academic fields that the University could
make use of . The situation by then was that the works wers scattered
and many of them were not known by general pubiic or even a wrext
number of university professors themselves beside the regearchers.

The University, consequently, rezlized the needs to put together these
works for a better and greater utilization. Cne direct outcome of

the seminar was 2 book of rescarch abstracts on development. And,
airectly or indireclty, the event brought forth a yreat awarensss and

stimulation cn the involvement, in rural areas,

2. Documentary Research Projects on Rural Development

As a direct regponse to the conference, the University, through Task
Force For Rural Development, funded 11 research projects representoed
different areas of concerns, e.g. political science, sccilology, "du-
cation, health, economics, laws, theories and concepts, livestock,

and technologies. Up to now, all the projects were completed. A
geminar on the findings was conducted and application being attemptied.

Other sequentisl meetings were scheduled.

3. Along with cther efforts, the Task Force has made a number
of explorations as to what, how, and where of the rural development
work to be impiemented for the area iz so broad, the methods varied
and things to be ﬁoneaiiemendous. Finallvafter a long series of
meetings, study-tours and consultations, the Task Force decided on
the WHERE which Is as the first target area, Chacherngsao Province cf
the Eastern Seaboard of Thailand. Our main aim here is to take the
Province as our experiment f£icld for our social und material techno-
legies. the results of which will be applied in some other rural areas
appropriate. Chacherngsao rural areas will be, on the way, developex

physically, socio-politico-economically.

Fully aware that the work cannot be done withouvt provincial staff.
the Task Torce thus seceks cooperation from =“he provincial authority
who are willing to do so since it understandsthat our concerte’ 27{ort
will help improve their normal work. It is hoped that the collabo-

rative efforts will help both the academicians and the field operators
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to learn to work together and be mutually supportive. The provin-
cial staff can provide relevant questions or nroblems, the solution
of which can be sought through research, They can also assist in
the execution of the research projects. The major responsibility of
the Task Force idn this connection is to collect relevant and useful
information for planning ani implementation. Jccasionally or where
suitable, the Task Force members may assisrt in the implementation,
e.g. training of iecaders or help organise groups required in the
process. The main operational responsibility is still with the pro-
v ince while bhaving the academicians as technical advisors. The work
so far can be briefly presenteqd.

4

Thrce daster Plans  were drawn up by the Task Force. Thesc are

as follows :

(a) Research toward provincial pianning

According to 2 Government's. staked:rpolicy,provincial development plan
is an approach to be attempted by all provinces. The planning process
and the essential information for such planning remains to be found
out. It was agreed that the collaborative project between - Chula-
longkorn University and the Chacherngsac Province should tackle this
problem. A number of steps have been ideatified. Initially informa-
tion from secondary sources regarding Chacherngsao Province is collectes
and collated. Gaps in the information base will be identified and
gathering of neccssary data from primary sources will then be under-
taken with a bono of establishing an appropriate information system
which is both adequate and cost-effective for the provincial planning.
A number of seminars and workshops are scheduled in order to enhance
a2 collective effort in the planning proces:z. It was encouraging that
participants from beth the University and the Province enthusiastically
attended the first workshop.

Both govermment officials and private sectors from the provincsz
were reprasgented, Future worksuops will identify the Provincial

goals and objectives in its cdevelopments as well as the action plan.
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ence and tecinology for development

(=

(b)) Sci

To solve problems faced and fdentified by

e provincial authorities,

=

appropriate lnowledge and technology will be identified and tested
through conjcined research projects. FExperts from the university

can nelp in bringing advanced and sophisticated knowledge to the
field. Necessary adaptation car also be made toc make them applicable
and feasible. 7o cite a few examples, a series of rescarch projects
involving a numper of scientific and engineering disciplines ave
under-tzkzn to test an alternative way of rice cultivation on acid
soll. An evaluative study of the ongoing primary health care program
is launched with a hope of improving its outcome. A research-cum-
action project for the primary school teaching in remote area where
chere are too few teachers is a very challenging joint activity with

the provincial primary school board.

(c) Ethnographic study in rural villages. In order to really
understand the rurgl scciocultural. economic and political setting,
a look from the people level up is essential. A number of villages
in Chacherngsac frovince are selected, Sociccconomic surveys are
undertaken simultaneously with qualitative studies. Developmental
intervention will be designed and tested., It is hoped that this
project will eventually contribute: to the appropriate village plan

and tambon plan.

In sum, it 1s obvious from the above passages that Chulalong-
korn University involvement in rural aress ie tremendous ip terms of
money, time, parsonnel and material investment. Merely in the field
of research alone, one can see how much and how serious this

University takes in the work of J-volo-ing rural aranc.,
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RURAL MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT

Chulaloungkorn University has long intended to distribute resources
available in Bangkok to all parts of the country. Such intentdon be-
comes possible when the university participates on rural manpower
development. The Medical Education for Students in Rural Areas Project
(v1ISRAP) is the first existing project in this field. Starting in 1982,
another similar project, Rural Students Admission and Scholarships is
set up initially for nine faculties to serve 12 provinces named
Chaiyaphum, Burirum, Surin, Srisaket, Chachaengsao, Chantaburi, Cholburi,

Nakornnayok, Prachinburi:; Rayong, Trad, Samutprakarn ox Nskormrachasima

MEDICAL FDUCATION FOR STUDENTS IN RURAL AREAS PROJECTS (MESRAP)

OBJECTIVES : MESRAP aims to :

1. Increase the number of qualified doctors in Thailand.

2. Correct the imbalance of doctors in urban and rural
areas, by selecting students from the provinces, and
by assigning them after their graduation to posts in
the district hospitals of their own provinces.

3. Prepare them to assume their role in district
hospitals and in primary health care through formal
and informal exercises, both in the university and

in rural setting.

ADMISSTON PROCEDURES MESRAP student selection system has now been in

operation for four years. A provincial committee representing rural
communities participating in the program makes the initial selection
from promising local students. For each available seat in the univer-
sity, five students are selected on the basis of their attitude,
aptitude and maturity. These are observed on attachment to provincial
hospitals for two months during vacation. In addition; they are inter-

viewed and tested for aptitude. The five selected students are then
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tested at Chulalongkorn University and the best candidate is then

nominated.

PRESYNT SITUATION  From 1978 to 1971, thexe are 57 students selected

altogether and going through the MESRAP program. In 1982, four more
provinces in thc Wortheastern region is included, and this will result
in selecting a total of 40 candidates each year.

FUTURE  The first batch of medical students will be transferred to
Prapokklao Hospital of Chantaburi Province for their clinical training
this year. In the coming future, the 12 rural provinces in the area

will have more doctors in their communities.

RURAL STUDENT' S ADMISSION AND SCHOLARSHIPS PROJECT (RASP)

OBJECTIVES : RASP has threefold purpose ;

1. o provide opportunities for the needy rural students
with considerable good academic records to pursue
higher education at Chulalengkorn University.

2, To motivate and encourage schools in the provinces to
concentrate on learning and teaching.

3. To distributed the educated young graduates to the

rural communities.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS Applicants must meet the following requirements:

—

Live continuously in that province a2t least five years.

Q]

Study at local high school,carn an overall grade point
average of at least 2.50 and be among the first 10%

of the class.

3. Be from the low income famiiy which 1s unzble to afford
a university education unless the applicant receives

the financial support from the university.

143876



ADMISSION PROCEDURES  Application forms may be obtained from the

RASP office, the school; the provincial educational office, and must
be returned tc rpsp  The selection is under the responsibility of

the Selection Committec.

Applicants £i1ll up the form providing the information couvcerning:
theitr academic record; family, economic and financial status; parent's
occupation, Recommendations from the class teacher, advisory teacher,
school principal . and reliable person who can assess the applicant's

s

academic and financial status arz additionally required.

All of the obove items are, therefore, considered in the prelimi-
nary review of applications as they are received. [arly decisions are
made in cases of applicants clearly admissibie or clearly not
admissible. The qualified applicants are informed to take the written
examination arranged by rnagp in their home town. The examinaticn is
designed to measure the applicant’'s knowledge and understandiag in
various subjects. Based on the examination result; that is still kept
secret, and other considerations with the deans, the Selection Com~
mittee selects satisfactorily scored applicants ard visit their home
without being informediserify the real financial need. Conversation
is sometime additionally made with their neighbours as another
additional measure. The applicants possess a satistactory score on
the written examination and actual financial probtlem are subsequently
called for the interview before the final decision can be made. The
university then announces the final decision through the mass media
and contacts directly with the applicants, school principals, and
governors. The applicants, who pass these procedures, sign the con-

tract to return to work in the rural comuounities after the graduation.

SCHOLARSHIPS Scholarship in the rsmount of utmost ¥ 20,000 will be

annually awardcd to each student until they graduate on the reqular
program, This sum accounts for the living expenses, clothing, books

aad staticnery, tuition and f{ees.
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Such financial aid is provided by Chulalongkorn University without
any government allocation. Contributicns from other agencies and

organizations are likely welcomed.

PRESENT STTUATION This is the first year that RASP scarted the project

with 41 students enrolling in various faculties on a regular curriculum

basis.

FUTURE RASP now exists at the initial stage. The outcomes are going
to be seen in the near future. In the next three years; the first set
of young potential graduates are ready to serve the rural communities.
In the coming years; the number of students recruited by this project

will certainly increase. This, however, depend on the policies of

each faculty.
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES IN RURAL DEVELCPMENT

The University sees the significance of student activities
as supplementary to regular teaching courses and as additional
means through which students are developed along their own interests,
initiatives and social consciousness. Student activities have thus
been a tradition in chalalongkorn University, With the recognition of
rural development needs as one of the precssing national problems,

student have therefore incorporated rural development into their

Duripg the 1981 academic year, the total number of student pro-
jects financed by the government was thirty-nine. Of this number,
eighteen took place during the October break. The rest was conducted
during the summer vacation in March 1982. The activities focus on
constructing and repairing school buildings, bridges, toilets, roads,
water tanks, playgrounds and teaching equipments. ' Teaching, child

recreation as well as legal, agriculturazl and sanitation advice are

also included.

The volunteer camping club, the hill~iribe camping club, and the
environmentalisis® club are under the control of the Student Union.
Participants in these rural development projects are students from all
faculties. Tach faculty also has its own student volunteey camping
club but the activities are opened only to students in that faculty.
Each club has its own advisor drawn from the faculty staff who
supervises the club's activities and works under the Vice-Rector for

Student Affairs.

The major source of funding of the student rural activities comes
from the government budget. Since 1979, the government, has annually
alleted more than one million baht to finance the rural development
projects of Chulalongkorn University students. This amount covers the
cost of constyuction materials, and operaticﬁ. .. Since this

amount is insufficient the students have to raise additional funds by

themselves,



In conclusion, students have so far invested a lot of money,
time and effort in their rural development projects. Through the
student projects, construction and services have been iIntroduced
into the villages. However, cousidering the ma2gnitude and seriousness
of the rural problems, the student contribution has been rather
limited. On the other hand, the experiences have contributed much
to the student's perception and understanding of the rural problens.
Te increase the effectiveness of student activities in rural develop-
ment, an attempt has been made to coordinate student activities with

other projects of the University in rural development.



OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS

In undertaking rural development werk Chulalongkorn University
as any organization, has encountered a number of obstructions and
constraints hindering it or slowing down its attempt toward the set

goals. Tauckily, it has at the same time a great potential to help

counter such constraints. Even a very conservative assessment would
evince that this uUniversity stands a good chance to succeed. This
does not mean that outside assistance is not needed. It does mean
instead that scme forms of support from outside agencies would speed

up the work of this high potential institute.

The passages to follow are devoted to an evaluation of the
University's oppertunities and comstraints in performing its role in

rural development.

OPORTIMITI: &

The University carries with it the following strength in its

rural development involvements.

1. University Policy The first of its strength is its

determination reflected in University policy to support rural area
development. The policy of the University derives from its reali-
zation of the nation's strong need of such endeavor. It is also the
University's conviction that developing rural areas is part of its
responsibility. It has to directly participate in and produce and

diffuse the helpfull innovation to the target areas,

2. Upiversity Potential  As it stands, this university is a

great store of knowledge and a full house of high quality personnel.
As to body of knowledge, this tniversity possesses more than 100 of
academic departments and 2,000 of subjects offered regularly. These
are expertly handled by more than 3,000 highly qualified instructors.

Along with those helpful to rural development, the University has more



than 20 thounsand students on campus who are potential workers in
development work. As described in the previous section, these
students organize, with strong support of the University, a great

number of rural development projects-material or social,

3. University Mechanisms  Devised by this University are

numerous units, e.g. faculties, research institutes, unit cells and
task forces. Iu response to the University policy, the major part

of these academic units' work has been geared toward rural develop-
ment, not to mention some units, such as Task Force For Rural

Development whose direct responsibility is rural arez develcopment.

4. Supporting Unit  Side by side with the above mentiocned

items, the University is in posscssion of additional supporting units
e.g. facilities of all kinds and qualities, a computer centre, and

an academic sarvice centre comprising of a large library and its
systems, audio-visual aides, and a vital document centre. In many
ways,the newly cstablished continuing education centre of the Univer-

sity lends great support to rural development.

5. University Alumni  As the oldest university of the Kingkom,

Chulalongkorn University has another advantagaous position in carrying
its work in rural areas. That is, it has 100 of thousands alumni work-
ing in various capacities 21l over the country, urban and rural. As
experience shown, these former students are eager to help or coo-

perate with the University in every possible way and means,

To sum, this University has a real great potential and strength
to contribute to the development of the naticn’s rural areas, These
strengths are, however, to counter balance with the available con-

straints maturally attached to the Institute.

CONSTRAINTS
The following constraints, though few as they seem, are forefull
and permeated. Great care and courage is nceded to win over them.

These contraints can hereby be described briefly.



l. Adaptation As obvious, what the University has are high
quality persounel, modern information and advanced technology. To
be applied in a less advanced setting, they need to be adapted and

modified a great deal.

As to the University personnel, a large number of them are
urbanite, sc they need to familiarize themselves with the ruralite.
They have to adjust themseclves to be less 'heterophilous and more
homophilous tc their counterparts in other that communications of
innovations wili be more effective, Moreover, as it is, the Univer-~
sity pérsonnel are carrying a normal heavy burden teaching, rescvch;
administration and service. These too are to be lessened or
rearranged to free them for taking up the desire task of development.
Some of the ways out in this connecticn may be in the forms of junior

assistants, textbooks, heavy audio visual wutilizations.

Too advanced technologies are not compatible with rural
structure and traditions. They are to be adapted into the socalled
“appropriatc’ technologies to be applicable and beneficial to the
rural people and enviromment. Thus, prior to going to rural areas, the

University has a great task of adaptation to do.

2, Finance Despite its own large income over and above the
normal government allotments, the University feels tight with its
spending, especially when expanding its responsibility to cover rural
arecas, not typical to an academic institution. As would be visualised
from the foregoing sections of this paper, this university has
commenced on various and useful ventures toward the work of rural area
development with its own income. Needless to say, with small addi-
tional fundings the present schemes would bhe accelerated and new
hof&zons expanded. It should be hastily accentuated, however, that
at the Juncture; the University is capable of proceeding, though limitec,

toward its goals.

3. Experience Last but not least in the list of confronted

constraints is the limited experience in rural development. Although



the University and its personnel have long been in this €ield, they
5till feel inadeguate in carrying out efficient and successful work.
They are eager to learn from others or exchancge ideas and experiences
with others with cimilar expericences, within the country or neigboi-
ing countries. 7The shared ideas and exoeriences would not be
beneficial to. it is hoped, Chulalongkorn Universitv personnel only
but their partners also. In either case, the rural areas and thoir

people will surely henefit from the exchanges.

Conclusicn

This short paper has purpnrited to reveal the role of Chulalong-
kofn University in rural arvea develooment. Aftor bricfly indroducing
the University as a whole;, 5 main tasks pertaining to the develop-
ment of rural areas are discussed. These are in the areas of relavant
courses,promotional program for rural education research activities;
rural marpowzr development, and student activities. These statements
are followed by 2n objective evaluation weighing the strenagths of
the University and constraints confronted toward the achievement of
set goals. All in all, despite its great potentials, the University
foces some inevitakle obstructions, parts of which are to he solved
within and another vart of which are to be sought outside the University.
As it stands at the juncture, Thulalongkorn University is hopeful that

it 1s in = oo vosition o gvucena .
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