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## 4186131034 : MAJOR LAWS

KEY WORD : CRIMINAL LAW, RULE OF LAW
WATANA BOONHEARN : THE PROCESS OF PROTECTING THE ACCUSED IN CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATION : THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. VIRAPHONG BOONYOBHAS, 154 pp.
ISBN 974-17-0540-9.

The duties of the state, especially a democratic country, are maintaining peace of the country and
preventing violations of civil rights. Base on the fact in every society, at all times, people seek justice and
freedom. Therefore, the state has duties to provide every citizen with justice and freedom without
discrimination. In Thailand, this principle has been enshrined in every Constitution, especially in The
Constitutional Law of Thailand 1997. This shows that the state has duties to protect civil rights, especially
the rights of suspects under investigation. The state’s duties also inclued protecting them from legal
violations either by the state itself, or by others. In the past, government officials, or investigating officers
had negative attitudes towards using force and power; that is they searched for evidence using illegal
methods which violate the rule of law. However, in a legal state, these methods have become obsolete ,
people do not accept them but resist them. Moreover, since Thailand has announced the use of the 1997’s
Constitution, many legal provisions clearly decreed the protection of individual rights, especially the rights
of convicts and defendants.To comply with the legislative intent This study was conducted in order to
examine and analyze problems and obstacles concerning the process of protecting the accused during

criminal investigation. Thus , it will be beneficial to the public.

This research examines concepts, related theories and various problems that arise at different
stages of criminal investigation. It revealed that the investigation of the criminal cases was an important
stage in the process of criminal justice. Problems concerning the investigation process and the lack of the
justice at this stage subsequently affected other stages such as charging and investigating suspects, as
well as trying and sentencing defendants. Thus, the investigating process must be carried out justly in
accordance with the legal process, under the rule of law with is-the key element of concern is human rights
and dignity without any discrimination. The investigating officers must comply with the constitutional laws,
so they..should remain neutral and should not behave as if they were on the opposite side of the suspects.
Moreve, there should be external organizations: to-control and monitor the criminal investigation process.
This will then ensure the safety and legal rights of the accused during the investigation process. This
practice will then comply with The Constitutional Law of Thailand 1997 and it will be beneficial to the state

and the country as a whole.
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Rule of Law : A legal principle of general application
sanctioned by the recognition of authorities and usually
expressed in the form of a maxim or logical proposition .
Called a-rule’ because In doubtful or unforeseen cases it is

a guide or norm for their decision . The rule of law
sometimes called ‘the supremacy of law provides that

decisions should be made by the application of known
principles or laws without the intervention of discretion in
their application.
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