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## 4281913624 : MAJOR THAI AND COMPARATIVE POLITICS

KEY WORD : TAX REVOLT / THE PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION’S HOTEL FEE
ORANAN  GLUNTAPURA : POLITICAL ECONOMY OF TAX REVOLT : A CASE
STUDY OF THE PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION'S HOTEL FEE.
THESIS ADVISOR: Assoc.Prof. CHARAS SUWANMALA, Ph.D., 155 pp. ISBN 974-
17-5274-1

This study is aimed at investigating characteristics, causes, and development of tax revolt in
the provincial administrative organizations’ hotel fees during 1999-2002. Six provincial administrative
organizations had been selected as studied cases, including three successful cases--Trat,
Chiangmai, and Chonburee, and another three unsuccessful cases—Nakornratchasima, Phuket, and
Kanchanaburee. Information regarding the attitudes, perceptions, and behaviors of those who
directly involved in the tax revolts in the six provinces had been collected by in-dept interviews and
documentary surveys during July 2002 and July 2003.

The research findings disclose that hotel owners, who collectively protested the hotel fees
collections, perceived that the ways the hotel fee were to be collected would yield too much
burdens, both in terms of money and non-money, upon their business that they could bear.
Furthermore, those who protested perceived that the hotel fees were unfair as some types of hotels
would have to bear more monetary burdens than others, which in turn created competitive
disadvantages for particular groups. The protests also content that provincial administrative
organizations were not legitimate for collecting hotel fees as the local authorities had nothing to do
with hotel and tourism promotion in the past, were not trustable, and had rather bad image. Together
all the reasons above, the hotel owners thus collectively decided to run for tax revolt.

The provincial administrative organizations in the six studied cases tried on their own ways
to cope with hotel owners’ tax revolts. Five provinces, including Trat, Chonburee, Nakornratchasima,
Phuket, and Kanchanaburee, seeked common resolutions through bargaining process. Trat and
Chonburee were highly successful, while the other three were not. Chiangmai provincial
administrative organization was an exceptional case in dealing with the protest by using cohesive,
co-opted processes, and non-bargaining approach. It ‘was found that Chiangmai was the most
successful among the six studied cases in imposing hotel fee collection.

Field of study  _......... Political.Science.... Student’s signature ..o

Academic year 2003 Advisor’s signature ...
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