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## 4280189422 : MAJOR PHILOSOPHY

KEYWORD : QUINE / EPISTEMOLOGY / NATURALIZED EPISTEMOLOGY
WUTH LERTSUKPRASERT : QUINE’S NATURALIZED EPISTEMOLOGY.
THESIS ADVISER : ASST.PROF. SIRIPHEN PIRIYACHITTAKORNKIT, Ph.D.
65 pp. ISBN 974-17-2875-1.

The purpose of this thesis is to analyze and evaluate Quine’s naturalized
epistemology. From Kornblith’s “Introduction: What is naturalistic epistemology?” (1987),
naturalized epistemology is the idea that normative questions in epistemology cannot be
answered independently of descriptive questions in cognitive psychology. Quine’s
naturalized epistemology is the strong version, that is, epistemological questions may be
replaced by psychological guestions.

Quine’s argument against normative questions in epistemology is that normative
epistemology aims to acquire a foundation for knowledge, so it is useless to go on
because there are no such foundations. For Quine, knowledge is just a set of coherent
beliefs in each person and we cannot evaluate which set is more justified than another.
Thus epistemologists should focus on how we acquire knowledge.

| agree with Quine that we cannot acquire a foundation for knowledge and
normative questions in epistemology cannot be answered independently of descriptive
questions in cognitive psychology, but it does not mean that we have to give up normative
epistemology. As a naturalized epistemologist, | think that normative epistemology still has
a role, that is to’evaluate which set of beliefs should not be believed. | regard that some
sets of beliefs should not be believed bacause of their self-contradictory nature. Normative
epistemology’s task is to evaluate the coherence of each set of beliefs-instead of finding

any foundation of knowledge.
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a a a ! [1] . . T
SUNRUINEWTIFTTNTBLLILIA N ] luumana “Introduction: What is Naturalistic

Epistemology?” fineimnanu 3 dasail [Komblith, 1987: 1]
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;T\‘]@m‘ﬂmﬂﬁ@%’fiﬁimﬁﬁﬁﬂuumuzgm‘llm (radical) Nd9Ae WiudnAouRaeeilBUNATaL

ARNAIDNNUINIIMNA [Kornblith, 1987: 3-4]
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(Mﬁ’]‘ﬁl 10)

...epistemology still goes on, though in a new setting and a clarified status.
Epistemology, or something like it, simply falls into place as a chapter of
psychology and hence of natural science. It studies a natural phenomenon, viz.,
a physical human subject. This human subject is accorded a certain
experimentally controlled input — certain patterns of irradiation in assorted
frequencies, for instance — and in the fullness of time the subject delivers as
output a description of the three-dimensional external world and its history. The
relation between the meager input and the torrential output is a relation that we
are prompted to study for somewhat the same reasons that always prompted
epistemology; namely, in order to see how evidence relates to theory, and in
what ways one’s theory of nature transcends any available evidence. [Quine,

2001: 297]

(idi 11)

...Is the scientific study of perception, learning, thought, language-acquisition,
and the transmission and historical development of human knowledge —
everything we can find out scientifically about how we come to know what we
know. In asking about the significance of those investigations | do not mean to be
asking the absurd question whether the deliverances of natural science on such

matters are true, or correct, or illuminating, or important. ... [Stroud, 1987: 71]

...The “old” epistemology asked how any of us knows anything at all about the
world around us, and it recognized that most of what we know-js. based
somehow on.the senses. . The problem was given'its special philosophical
character by certain facts about sense-perception...which seem to imply at least
the possibility of the world’s being quite different in general from the way it is
perceived to be. The philosophical was then to explain how anyone can know
that such a possibility does not obtain, and therby know what the world is really

like, not just the way it is perceived to be. ... [Stroud, 1987: 71]
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(winh 12)
Therefore, there seem to be good reasons for concluding that Quine’s naturalistic
epistemology does not amount to an answer to the traditional problem of our

knowledge of the external world. [Stroud, 1987: 74]

(Mﬁ’]“ﬁl 13)

We normally assume that there are basic principles of rationality that apply to all
normal human beings. ... We come to understand someone else by coming to
appreciate that person’s reasons for his or her beliefs and actions, or by seeing
how that person made a mistake. Someone who reasoned in a fundamentally
different way from the way in which we reason would really and truly be
unintelligible to us. ... In assuming, as we normally do, that we can make sense
of other people, given sufficient information about them, we presuppose that
everyone else operates in accordance with the same basic principles as we do.

[Harman, 1982: 570-571]

(m’h‘ﬁ' 16)

Studies in the foundations of mathematics divide symmetrically into two
sorts, conceptual and doctrinal. The conceptual studies are concerned with
meaning, the doctrinal with truth. The conceptual studies are concerned with
clarifying concepts by defining them, some in terms of others. The doctrinal
studies are concerned with establishing laws-by proving them, some on the basis
of others. Ideally the-more obscure concepts would be defined in terms of the
clearer.ones so as to maximize clarity, and the less obvious laws would we
proved from-the more obvious ones S0 as to maximize certainty. Ideally the
definitions would generate all the concepts from clear and distinct ideas, and the
proofs would generate all the theorems from self-evident truths. [Quine, 2001:

292]
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(m’hﬁ' 17)

...for this applies to the epistemology of natural knowledge no less than to the
foundations of mathematics. The parallel is as follows. Just as mathematics is to
be reduced to logic and set theory, so natural knowledge is to be based
somehow on sense experience. This means explaining the notion of body in
sensory terms; here is the conceptual side, And it means justifying our
knowledge of truths of nature in sensory terms; here is the doctrinal side of the
bifurcation. [Quine, 2001.: 293]

(W17 19)
...Total science, mathematical and natural and human, is similarity but more

extremely underdetermined by experience. ... [Quine, 1953b: 45]

(W17 24)
...He no longer dreams of a first philosophy, firmer than science, on which

science can be based. ... [Quine, 1990a: 3]

...The stimulation of his sensory receptors is all the evidence anybody has had to
go on, ultimately, in arriving at his picture of the world. Why not just see how this
construction really proceeds? Why not settle for psychology? ... [Quine, 2001:
294]

(m’hﬁl 25)

...Normative epistemology, under naturalism, is simply the technology of science,
the technology of predicting sensory stimulation. It is scientific-method. [Quine,
1990b: 229]

As Quine frequently has pointed out, epistemology is the theory of
method and evidence, whereas ontology is the theory of what there is.
Empiricism is Quine’s tentatively preferred theory of method and evidence, and
the ontology of contemporary natural science is his tentatively preferred theory of

what there is. [Gibson, 1995: 89]
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(M7 26)

is a reason why induction works [Quine, 1990a: 20]

(Wi 35)
fo provide the best possible explanatory account of natural phenomena [Ellis,
1999: 169]

(W17 36)
...people rely on a limited number of heuristic principles which reduce the
complex tasks of assessing probability and predicting values to simpler

judgmental operations. ... [Tversky & Kahneman, 1982: 3]

(m’i’]ﬁ' 44)

It is undeniable that social factors play an important role in human
cognition. Epistomologists have often ignored this fact, and epistemology has
suffered for it.-I thus wish to join the chorus of those who urge epistemologists to

pay serious attention to the sociology of knowledge. ... [Kornblith, 1994: 93]

When we properly understand how it is that human psychology fits in to
the causal structure of the world, we simultaneously come to an understanding of

our epistemic strengths and weaknesses. ... [Kornblith, 1994: 96]

(Mﬁ’]ﬁl 45)

...Epistemology has traditionally been viewed as an enterprise which may
contribute to the advancement of knowledge itself by correcting and refining the
ways in which we arrive at our beliefs. This is one tradition in epistemology which

| believe should not be abandoned. ... [Kornblith, 1994: 96]
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